
Johnno: The Best Man

In "Johnno" from "The Best Man," the chapter delves deep into the troubled past of two friends, Johnno and
Will, whose actions resulted in a tragic accident during their school years. Wrapped in guilt and the aftermath
of their decisions, Johnno confronts Will, revealing the layers of regret and moral conflict that ensue from a
grievous childhood mistake. Their conversation happens in a cave, echoing with the weight of confessions
and revelations.

Years ago, during their school time, Johnno and Will engaged in a cruel prank that spiraled out of control.
They decided to play a game called "Survival" on a younger boy, referred to as "Loner," involving theft,
deceit, and ultimately, a dangerous physical challenge that led to Loner's accidental death. This event was
precipitated by their idea to cheat by stealing exam papers, which Loner discovered, prompting a sequence of
actions to cover up their initial wrongdoing. Feeling cornered by the possibility of expulsion and a tarnished
reputation, Will, with Johnno's help, decided to tie Loner to a handrail at the bottom of a cliff path,
underestimating the peril that the rising tide would bring.

The next morning, the realization dawns on them that their thoughtless actions had fatal consequences.
Facing the likelihood of severe repercussions, they conspire to conceal their involvement, influenced heavily
by Will's manipulative insistence. The chapter reveals the deep psychological impact of this event on Johnno,
who, unlike Will, is consumed by guilt and haunted by the memory of their actions.

As adults, Johnno's struggle with the past leads to a confrontation with Will, who has managed to move on
with his life, seemingly unaffected by their shared history. Johnno accuses Will of indifference and
selfishness, lamenting the loss of innocence and the heavy burden of their secret. Despite Will's attempts to
rationalize their actions and maintain a facade of normalcy, Johnno's anguish and desperation pierce through,
highlighting a profound moral divide between the two.

The chapter traverses the themes of guilt, redemption, and the haunting effects of past actions on the present.
As the narrative unfolds in the cavernous setting, the echoes of their conversation symbolize the
reverberation of their guilt and unresolved tensions, painting a stark portrait of friendship marred by tragedy
and a desperate yearning for atonement.


