Chapter 52

Chapter 52 of All the Colors of the Dark dives deeper into the investigation of Eli Aaron,
a man whose life remains largely hidden from public view. Authorities discover that no
official records exist about his birth or any aspect of his life, leading them to believe
that he may have been living under an assumed identity. This lack of information adds
a significant layer of mystery to the case, leaving investigators with few clues to
follow. After a devastating fire in an abandoned house in the woods, speculation arises
that Aaron had been squatting there, making it his home for an unknown period of
time. Even though the possibility of his death was raised—especially following reports
of a man with severe burns entering a clinic in Woodward—there remains no certainty.
To complicate matters further, a carjacking incident in Buchanan County features a
suspect matching Aaron's description, leading to more confusion and raising doubts
about whether he was alive or dead. This complex situation leaves the authorities with
multiple unanswered questions, making the case even more perplexing.

Despite a thorough search of the fire's aftermath, the police find very little evidence
that could shed light on Aaron’s life or his possible motives. The only clue they uncover
is a collection of charred press clippings related to missing girls from various locations,
with a particularly haunting photograph of Callie Montrose, one of the known victims.
This discovery intensifies the investigation, and the authorities broaden their scope,
turning their attention to the schools Aaron had attended in the hopes of finding more
information. Interviews are conducted with several students, but the responses are
largely unhelpful, as most students have little to no memory of him. This lack of any
significant recollection of Aaron only adds to the mystery, reinforcing the idea that he
may have intentionally kept a low profile, never leaving a lasting impression on
anyone. This revelation adds a chilling layer to the investigation, as it suggests that
Aaron may have been a master at blending in and avoiding detection, making him all
the more dangerous and elusive.

On the third day of the search, the investigation takes a significant turn when cadaver
dogs lead the authorities to a spot located eight miles from the burnt house. There,
they discover the body of the first victim, buried unusually deep in the ground, which
complicates the recovery efforts. The presence of an aquifer in the area further
hinders their ability to properly excavate the site, creating a major obstacle in what
would otherwise be a critical discovery. This find underscores the horror of the
situation, as it becomes clear that the search is not just for one victim but for many,
and that each discovery carries with it the weight of tragedy and grief. The intensity of



the search grows as the police realize the magnitude of what they are dealing with—Eli
Aaron may have left a much larger trail of destruction than anyone had initially
suspected. The emotional toll of the investigation becomes evident as the hope of
finding more victims grows alongside the determination to piece together the full
extent of Aaron’s crimes.

As pressure from the media mounts and the search for more victims intensifies, Chief
Nix steps forward to address the public. In his address, he praises the Monta Clare
Police Department for their diligent work, as well as a young girl who played a pivotal
role in helping investigators find the crime scene. He speaks of resilience and hope in
the face of overwhelming tragedy, offering some comfort to the grieving community.
Nix confirms that the remains of three victims have been found, providing their
families with a semblance of closure amid their pain. However, the search for Callie
Montrose and any other potential victims continues, and the public’s emotions remain
raw. The chapter captures the collective grief of a community in mourning, with the
chief himself visibly affected by the heartbreaking events unfolding. His speech, while
acknowledging some progress, also highlights the ongoing nature of the search and
the emotional toll it has taken on everyone involved. The community, though
heartbroken, holds on to the hope that the investigation will bring the truth to light,
even as tears flow freely among the mourners. This poignant moment encapsulates
the emotional weight of the investigation, highlighting the themes of loss, the strength
of the community, and the relentless pursuit of justice. The chapter paints a vivid
picture of the emotional and psychological toll the investigation has on the police, the
victims’ families, and the community at large, while offering a glimmer of hope that
the truth will ultimately be uncovered.



