Tower of Dawn

In the next installment of the Throne of Glass series, follow Chaol Westfall on a

sweeping journey of discovery and healing.

While Aelin’s story takes her east, Chaol and Nesryn travel south to the legendary
Torre Cesme in Antica. There, they seek allies for the war looming on the horizon—and

healing for the wounds Chaol has suffered.

But what they find in the southern continent is more than they expected: political

intrigue, magical secrets, and a healer whose strength rivals any warrior.

As dark forces gather, Chaol must confront not only his past, but also the possibility of

a future he never imagined.

Tower of Dawn delivers rich world-building, thrilling romance, and the emotional

depth that fans of the Throne of Glass series have come to love.

Chapter One

Chaol Westfall, former Captain of the Royal Guard and now Hand to the King of
Adarlan, finds himself confined to a wheeled chair, a constant reminder of his physical
limitations. The chapter opens with his disdain for the sound of wheels clattering, a
noise that haunts him as he navigates the opulent palace of the Khagan in Antica. The
palace’s grandeur, built from materials sourced across the Southern Continent, serves
as a stark contrast to Chaol’s inner turmoil. He reflects on the mosaics depicting the
khaganate’s history, drawing parallels to what his own kingdom might have become

under different rulers.



Accompanied by Nesryn, the newly appointed Captain of the Guard, Chaol prepares for
a critical meeting with the Khagan. Nesryn’s calm demeanor contrasts with Chaol’s
unease, as they navigate the palace’s political undercurrents. Chaol’s discomfort is
further highlighted by his choice of clothing, a deliberate departure from the black
uniforms of his enemies. The absence of his sword and his reliance on the chair
underscore his vulnerability, both physical and emotional, as he grapples with his new

reality.

Chaol’s mission in Antica is twofold: to secure the Khagan’s military support against
the demon king Erawan and to seek healing at the legendary Torre Cesme. The latter
task fills him with disgust, as he struggles with the idea of being "fixed." His internal
conflict is palpable, as he balances his duty to his kingdom with his personal
desperation. The Torre, a symbol of hope, looms over the city, a constant reminder of

the possibility—and the impossibility—of his recovery.

The chapter closes with Chaol and Nesryn moving through the vibrant city of Antica, its
streets alive with activity despite the white cloths signaling a recent death. The city’s
diversity and resilience mirror Chaol’s own journey, as he confronts his limitations and
the daunting tasks ahead. The Torre Cesme, visible from nearly every corner of the
city, stands as a beacon of both hope and uncertainty, encapsulating Chaol’s fraught

emotional state as he prepares to face the Khagan.



Chapter Two

Nesryn, Captain of Adarlan’s Royal Guard, is a woman divided between duty and
heritage. As she stands before the khagan in the god-city of Antica, her professional
role demands poise and loyalty to her king, yet her personal connection to the
city—where her father once lived—stirs deep emotions. The sights, smells, and people
of Antica feel like home, a stark contrast to the discrimination she faced elsewhere.
This duality leaves her knees trembling as she faces the khagan, a living myth whose

presence overwhelms her.

The khagan, seated on an ivory throne, embodies both divine authority and mortal
power. His scarred hands and piercing eyes reflect a lifetime of battle and rule, while
the absence of a crown underscores his godlike status. Nesryn, raised on stories of his
lineage, is acutely aware of the stakes of this meeting. Alongside her companion
Chaol, she has prepared meticulously, balancing her cultural knowledge with courtly
protocols. The palace itself feels like a sacred labyrinth, heightening the tension of

their silent wait for the khagan to speak.

When the khagan finally addresses them, his tone is measured, devoid of the warmth
Nesryn associates with her father’s voice. His words acknowledge the significance of
their mission but carry an undercurrent of scrutiny. The scene underscores the
khagan’s absolute power and the precariousness of Nesryn’s position as both a
representative of Adarlan and a daughter of Antica. Her internal conflict—between

duty and identity—mirrors the broader political tensions at play.

The chapter masterfully blends personal and political stakes, painting Nesryn as a
complex protagonist torn between worlds. The khagan’s imposing presence and the
weight of history loom large, setting the stage for a high-stakes negotiation. Nesryn’s
journey is not just about fulfilling her king’'s orders but also reconciling her past with

her present. The vivid descriptions of Antica’s culture and the khagan’s court immerse



the reader in a world where myth and reality collide.



Chapter Three

The chapter opens with Nesryn in a state of shock, retreating into solitude after
receiving devastating news. Chaol, unable to comfort her due to his own physical
limitations, reflects on their shared grief and the weight of their recent losses. The
lavish palace suite they’ve been given contrasts sharply with their inner turmoil, as
Chaol observes the serene garden outside his room. His thoughts drift to Dorian,
clinging to the hope that his friend escaped the attack on their city, though uncertainty

gnaws at him.

Chaol’s frustration mounts as he contemplates the lack of information about Aelin and
the potential consequences for their mission. His determination to extract answers
from Prince Arghun underscores his desperation for clarity. The arrival of Prince Kashin
interrupts his brooding, bringing a direct and unguarded demeanor rare among the
royal family. Kashin’s invitation to dine with the khagan’s household hints at deeper
political tensions, as he openly suspects foreign infiltration following his sister

Tumelun’s mysterious death.

The prince’s grief and skepticism about Tumelun’s alleged suicide reveal his close
bond with her and his refusal to accept the official narrative. Chaol, though
sympathetic, probes cautiously, recognizing the potential implications of foul play.
Kashin’s conviction that his sister would never take her own life suggests a hidden
threat within the palace, possibly linked to Perrington or other foreign powers. The
chapter builds tension around the unanswered questions surrounding Tumelun’s death

and the broader political instability.

As the conversation continues, Kashin’s distrust of court intrigue and his brother
Arghun’s assurances highlight the fractured dynamics within the royal family. Chaol,
navigating his own physical and emotional struggles, finds an unexpected ally in

Kashin, whose straightforwardness contrasts with the usual courtly deception. The



chapter ends with lingering unease, as both men grapple with loss, suspicion, and the

looming threat of unseen enemies within the palace walls.



Chapter Four

Yrene Towers, a talented healer, reflects on her transformative two years at the Torre
Cesme, a prestigious healing tower in Antica. The chapter opens with her deep
affection for the tower’s highest room, where she first found safety and acceptance
under the guidance of Hafiza, the Healer on High. Yrene’s journey from an unknown
healer’'s daughter to a respected figure among her peers is highlighted, emphasizing
her dedication and the magical gifts she wields. Despite the physical and emotional toll
of her healing abilities, she remains committed to her craft, driven by gratitude for the

opportunities she’s been given.

The narrative shifts to a lesson with Hafiza, who tests Yrene’s problem-solving skills
with a tonic meant to treat a child’s persistent cough. Yrene's quick thinking and
innovative suggestion to use mirrors to optimize sunlight exposure demonstrate her
growth and adaptability. Hafiza’'s approval underscores the importance of intellect
alongside magical prowess in healing. This interaction reinforces the Torre’s rigorous
standards and the collaborative dynamic between master and student, where every

encounter is an opportunity to learn and refine one’s craft.

The chapter also explores the Torre’s hierarchical structure, where physicians without
magic serve as the first line of care, ensuring that precious magical resources are used
judiciously. Yrene’s humility and willingness to learn from both successes and failures
are evident as she recalls her initial desperation to join the Torre, contrasting sharply
with her current confidence. The setting—a sweltering, ancient tower—mirrors the
challenges and rewards of her journey, with Antica’s vibrant culture and advanced

architecture serving as a backdrop to her story.

Hafiza’'s revelation that Yrene is deemed ready to leave the Torre marks a pivotal
moment, hinting at the next phase of her journey. The chapter closes with a reflection

on Yrene’'s growth, from a humbled outsider to a skilled healer poised for greater



responsibilities. Her story embodies themes of resilience, mentorship, and the balance
between tradition and innovation, leaving readers eager to see how she will apply her

hard-earned wisdom beyond the tower’s walls.



Chapter Five

Chaol, exhausted and uneasy, struggles with sleep in the opulent yet tense household
of a tentative ally. The heat, the lurking dangers of spies, and the haunting memories
of Rifthold’s fall weigh heavily on him. As he prepares for a crucial meeting, he
observes the lavish surroundings—filled with fine crafts and treasures from across the
khagan’s empire—while grappling with the stark contrast between this peaceful,

multicultural city and the fractured, fearful world he left behind.

Princess Hasar’s cryptic announcement about the healer’s arrival leaves Chaol wary,
adding to his distrust of his hosts. During a tense dinner, Prince Arghun’s probing
questions about Adarlan’s brutal enslavement practices push Chaol to the edge,
forcing him to offer curt replies. Only Sartaq’s intervention shifts the conversation, but
Chaol remains vigilant, scanning the room for signs of Morath’s influence. The heirs’
lively chatter in unfamiliar languages highlights the cultural richness of the khagan’s

court, yet Chaol feels isolated and on guard.

Nesryn, visibly distressed, remains withdrawn throughout the evening, refusing Chaol’s
attempts to connect. Her silence and haunted demeanor contrast sharply with the
vibrant feast, where Chaol indulges in the khagan’s exquisite cuisine but abstains from
alcohol. The emotional distance between Chaol and Nesryn grows, underscored by her
rejection of his offer to share a room. Their strained relationship, marked by past
failures to communicate, leaves Chaol frustrated and self-critical as he tosses and

turns through the night.

As they await the late healer the next morning, Nesryn’s disheveled appearance and

refusal to wear Adarlan’s colors reflect her inner turmoil. Chaol, dressed meticulously
by his servant Kadja, observes Nesryn’s detachment with concern. The chapter closes
with their uneasy silence, highlighting the unresolved tensions between them and the

uncertainty of their situation in the khagan’s court.



Chapter Six

Yrene, a healer, is unsettled by her first encounter with Lord Westfall, a former captain
whose youthful appearance and hopeful demeanor clash with her expectations.
Despite her professionalism, she reacts with uncharacteristic rudeness, overwhelmed
by unresolved emotions tied to his past. Struggling to compose herself, she arrives late
to his appointment, distracted by the physical and emotional weight of his injuries,
including a spinal condition that challenges her skills. The tension between them is

palpable, as Yrene grapples with her conflicting feelings of resentment and duty.

After the tense meeting, Yrene seeks solace in the Torre, the healers' tower, where she
interrupts the Healer on High, Hafiza, in a moment of distress. The Torre’s atmosphere,
filled with symbolic owl carvings and ancient secrets, contrasts with Yrene’'s inner
turmoil. She reflects on the mysterious workshop rumored to hold forbidden
knowledge, though she knows its mundane reality. The tower’s history and myths
provide a backdrop to her personal struggle, as she tries to reconcile her past with her

present responsibilities.

Yrene’'s thoughts drift to her own journey as a healer, recalling her early days of
loneliness and the kindness of Cook, who became her first friend in the Torre. This
memory softens her, and she extends similar compassion to a young, homesick
acolyte, offering comfort and almond cookies. The gesture highlights Yrene’s growth
from an isolated outsider to a mentor figure, though her own wounds remain
unresolved. Her interactions with the acolyte and Cook reveal her deep connection to

the Torre’s community, even as she battles personal demons.

The chapter closes with Yrene's introspection about Lord Westfall’'s complex
identity—both a warrior marked by scars and a man in need of emotional healing. She
acknowledges the paradox of his relationship with Nesryn Faliq, a fellow outsider

serving a contentious kingdom. Yrene’'s professional demeanor masks her inner



conflict, as she balances her duty to heal with her unresolved anger. The chapter sets
the stage for her evolving role in his recovery, hinting at deeper emotional and

historical layers yet to be explored.



Chapter Seven

Chaol, confined to a wheelchair, waits until Nesryn leaves before summoning the
servant Kadja to request information about the attack on Rifthold. He struggles with
his inability to speak her language fluently but manages to convey his need for news
about his homeland. Concerned about Nesryn bearing the burden of grim news alone,
he tasks Kadja with gathering information from the docks. Despite knowing Kadja likely
reports to the palace royals, Chaol dismisses the risk, prioritizing his people’s fate over
political caution. His frustration with his physical limitations surfaces as he wheels

himself forward, determined to remain active despite his circumstances.

Chaol then meets Prince Arghun in his lavish chambers, where the prince’s cold
demeanor and focus on trivialities like his prized peacocks contrast sharply with
Chaol’s urgency. The prince’s fluent use of Chaol’s language and his evasive responses
highlight the tension between them. Chaol, desperate for answers about Rifthold,
confronts Arghun directly, but the prince claims he can reveal nothing due to the
watchful eyes of the court. The meeting ends abruptly, leaving Chaol frustrated and
powerless, his anger compounded by the humiliation of being escorted out by

servants.

The chapter delves into Chaol’s internal struggle as he grapples with his physical
limitations and the political games of the khagan’s court. His encounter with Arghun
leaves him doubting whether the prince is lying, but the confirmation of Rifthold’s
sacking weighs heavily on him. The servants’ pity and his own helplessness enrage
him, underscoring his loss of autonomy. The chapter captures his growing desperation
and isolation as he returns to his room, haunted by the unknown fate of his people and

King Dorian.

As night falls, Nesryn’s prolonged absence adds to Chaol’s anxiety. Her failure to

return for dinner leaves him unsettled, especially after Kadja’s fruitless search for



news. The chapter ends with Chaol’s worry mounting, emphasizing his emotional
turmoil and the precariousness of his position in a foreign court. The unresolved
tension and unanswered questions set the stage for further developments, highlighting

Chaol’s determination to uncover the truth despite the obstacles in his path.



Chapter Eight

Yrene arrives punctually for her appointment with Lord Westfall and Captain Nesryn
Falig, despite her late night with Princess Hasar and Renia. She reflects on her strained
relationship with Kashin, the khagan’s son, who grieves his sister Tumelun’s suicide.
Though Yrene feels guilt for avoiding Kashin, she remains resolved to focus on her own
goals and avoid entanglement with the royal family. Her thoughts briefly turn to the
oppressive conditions in Adarlan, contrasting them with the fair treatment of servants

in the khagan’s palace, before she steels herself to face Lord Westfall's skepticism.

Upon entering the suite, Yrene notices the tension between Lord Westfall and Nesryn
but dismisses it as irrelevant to her task. She lies about consulting her superior, Hafiza,
to justify her decision to treat Westfall’s spinal injury. Despite his cold demeanor and
apparent lack of hope, Yrene remains determined to help him walk again, though she
cautiously avoids making promises. Her focus is clinical, but she bristles at Westfall’'s

silent scrutiny, particularly when his gaze lingers on her scar.

Nesryn, though composed, reveals her restlessness and concern for Westfall’'s
recovery. Yrene explains her experience with similar injuries but emphasizes the
unpredictability of his magical wound. The dynamic between the three is fraught with
unspoken tensions—Yrene's resentment of Adarlan’s cruelty, Westfall’s guardedness,
and Nesryn’s struggle with confinement. Yrene’s practicality clashes with Westfall’'s

stoicism, yet she refuses to let his indifference deter her from her professional duty.

The chapter underscores Yrene’'s internal conflict between compassion and self-
preservation, as well as her determination to prove her skill despite Westfall’s hostility.
Her interactions with the khagan’s family and the Adarlanian visitors highlight the
political and personal complexities of her world. The unresolved emotions between the
characters—aqrief, guilt, and pride—linger beneath the surface, setting the stage for

further tension and potential breakthroughs in their relationships.



Chapter Nine

Yrene finds solace in the sacred Womb beneath the Torre, a cavernous chamber filled
with hot springs and the echoing chimes of countless bells left by generations of
healers. The space, adorned with carved owls and flickering candles, exudes
tranquility and tradition. As she immerses herself in the warm waters, she reflects on
the ritual of acolytes bringing bells to honor Silba, the goddess of healing, whose
presence feels palpable in the darkness above. The harmonious blend of ringing bells
and trickling water creates a meditative atmosphere, grounding Yrene in the

sacredness of her calling.

Amid the steam and darkness, Yrene contemplates the daunting task of healing Lord
Westfall, whose injury is tainted by a malevolent, otherworldly force. The memory of
her magic recoiling from his wound unsettles her, as it represents the antithesis of her
healing abilities. The Womb’s serene environment contrasts sharply with the turmoil
inside her, as she grapples with the ethical dilemma of aiding a man from Adarlan
while her own people suffer. The darkness above seems to whisper encouragement,

urging her to confront the challenge despite her fears.

Yrene resolves to research the library for insights into magical injuries, though she
doubts conventional healing alone can mend Lord Westfall's affliction. The chapter
delves into her internal conflict, torn between her duty as a healer and her distrust of
Adarlan’s legacy. The Womb’s mystical ambiance amplifies her introspection, as the
darkness and bells seem to communicate with her, pushing her toward a deeper
understanding of her role. The line between the sacred space and her own thoughts

blurs, suggesting a spiritual guidance at work.

Ultimately, the chapter captures Yrene’s pivotal moment of hesitation and resolve. The
Womb’s ancient energy mirrors her journey—immersed in warmth yet surrounded by

unknown depths. The final lines hint at an impending leap of faith, as the darkness



challenges her to face what she fears most. The chapter masterfully intertwines
physical setting with emotional and spiritual stakes, setting the stage for Yrene’s

transformative decision.



Chapter Ten

The chapter opens with a vivid description of a summer storm raging outside the Torre
Cesme library, where Yrene is studying late at night. The storm's thunder and lightning
create an eerie atmosphere, with wind causing the lanterns to sway and cast colorful
patterns on the walls. Despite the unsettling environment, Yrene remains focused on
her research, occasionally reacting to the storm's intensity and the distant sounds of
fellow acolytes studying for exams. The setting establishes a sense of isolation and

determination as Yrene delves into her work.

Yrene is searching for information on mysterious wounds caused by demons or dark
magic, prompted by her patient, Lord Westfall. She relies on the expertise of Nousha,
the Head Librarian, who is fluent in multiple languages and has access to rare texts.
Though their relationship is formal, Nousha proves indispensable, gathering ancient
scrolls and books from the library's deepest levels. One scroll, written in an
unrecognizable language, is particularly intriguing due to its age—over a thousand

years old. Yrene handles it with care, aware of its fragility and historical significance.

The chapter also introduces the library's unique inhabitants: the Baast Cats, revered
for their independence and mysterious behavior. These cats, named after a warrior
goddess, are said to possess almost supernatural abilities, such as appearing and
disappearing at will or even "reading" books. Yrene, though fond of animals, is wary of
their unpredictable nature and hopes for their help in keeping the library free of
vermin. Their presence adds a layer of mysticism to the setting, reinforcing the

library's role as a place of both knowledge and wonder.

Yrene's dedication to her research is evident as she shifts from the ancient scroll to an
Eyllwe tome, reflecting her multilingual upbringing. Her efforts to understand Lord
Westfall's condition drive the narrative, highlighting her perseverance and the

challenges of uncovering obscure knowledge. The chapter blends atmospheric detail



with character development, painting a picture of a determined healer navigating a

world of ancient secrets and untamed magic.



Chapter Eleven

Chaol waits impatiently for Yrene’s arrival, frustrated by her tardiness and his own
physical limitations. To pass the time, he engages in strenuous exercises, pushing his
body to its limits despite his injuries. His thoughts drift to Dorian, his absent king,
adding to his agitation. When Yrene finally appears, she looks visibly distressed,
though she avoids explaining her condition, focusing instead on Chaol’s workout and
making a pointed remark about the khagan’s rugs. Their interaction is tense, marked
by Chaol’s stubborn refusal to engage with the palace guard, revealing his unresolved

emotional wounds.

Yrene’'s demeanor is unusually withdrawn, and she devises a ruse to send Kadja away,
claiming Chaol has a rash. Once alone, she reveals the shocking news: a healer was
murdered in the library the previous night, and Yrene believes she was the intended
target. The victim’s body was drained of life, resembling a desiccated corpse, a detail
that immediately alarms Chaol. Yerne explains that the killer likely mistook the other
healer for her due to their similar appearance, and the books she was reading about

Chaol’s injury mysteriously vanished after the attack.

Chaol’s instincts point to the Valg, ancient enemies he has encountered before, as the
likely culprits. He presses Yrene for details, trying to piece together the threat. Yerne,
exhausted and fearful, admits she was researching the dark power that injured Chaol,
suggesting a connection between his presence and the attack. The realization that
someone is targeting healers—and possibly Yerne specifically—heightens the tension
between them. Chaol’s protective instincts kick in, though he struggles with his

physical limitations and the growing sense of danger.

The chapter ends with a chilling revelation: Yerne’s research into Chaol’s condition
may have drawn dangerous attention. The murder in the library suggests a larger

conspiracy, and Chaol’s arrival in the city seems to have triggered it. Their



conversation leaves both characters unsettled, with Yerne’s fear palpable and Chaol
grappling with guilt and concern. The stage is set for further conflict as they confront
the looming threat together, their partnership now tinged with urgency and shared

vulnerability.



Chapter Twelve

In Chapter Twelve of *Tower of Dawn*, Chaol experiences excruciating pain as Yrene
attempts to heal his spinal injury. Her magical touch triggers a violent reaction, leaving
both of them stunned. Yrene realizes the darkness within his spine isn’t just resistant
to her magic—it actively *hates* it. This revelation forces her to reconsider her initial
assumption that the pain was merely an echo of his injury. Chaol, meanwhile, grapples
with the implications, wondering if he’s somehow possessed by the same malevolent

force that once controlled the king.

Yrene explains that the shadow in his spine is feeding on something within him, likely
tied to his emotional trauma. She warns that healing will require enduring unbearable
pain repeatedly, as the darkness will fight back. Chaol, though shaken, insists she
proceed, accepting the physical agony ahead. Yrene emphasizes that he must also
confront the emotional wounds fueling the darkness, hinting at unresolved guilt or self-
loathing. Their exchange grows tense as Chaol resists discussing his past, while Yrene
remains clinical, focused on the practical necessity of addressing his psychological

state.

The dynamic between them shifts as Yrene's professionalism clashes with Chaol’s
defensiveness. She presses him to open up about recent events, suggesting his
emotional state is intertwined with his physical healing. Chaol, however, dismisses her
probing, insisting his past is irrelevant. Yrene counters that his refusal to confront his
trauma may be sustaining the darkness within him. Their argument underscores a
deeper conflict: her commitment to holistic healing versus his reluctance to

vulnerability.

The chapter culminates with Yrene offering Chaol a leather bit to endure the coming
pain, symbolizing the brutal journey ahead. His acceptance signals his determination

to heal, even if it means suffering in silence. The unresolved tension between them



lingers, hinting at future confrontations—both physical and emotional. The chapter
leaves readers questioning whether Chaol’s physical recovery will be possible without
addressing the shadows of his past, setting the stage for deeper exploration of his

character and Yrene’s role in his redemption.



Chapter One

Chaol Westfall, the former Captain of the Royal Guard and now Hand to the King of
Adarlan, arrives at the Khagan’s palace in Antica, resentful of the sound of his
wheelchair’'s wheels. The palace’s grandeur, built from materials across the Southern
Continent, reflects the khaganate’s power and history. Chaol observes the intricate
mosaics depicting the empire’s rise, drawing parallels to what Adarlan could have
been without its corrupt ruler. Accompanied by Nesryn, his companion and Captain of

the Guard, he prepares to meet the khagan, aware of the high stakes of their mission.

Chaol’s internal struggle is evident as he grapples with his physical limitations and the
trauma of his past. The absence of his sword and the discomfort in his formal attire
underscore his vulnerability. His hatred for the word "fix" reveals his deep-seated
resentment toward his condition. Despite his pride, he acknowledges the necessity of
seeking healing from the Torre Cesme, the renowned tower of healers, though the

prospect fills him with disgust and uncertainty.

The chapter highlights the cultural richness of Antica, from its diverse death rituals to
the bustling city life. Nesryn’s knowledge of local customs provides context for their
surroundings, including the significance of the white cloths hanging throughout the
city. The Torre Cesme looms in the distance, a symbol of hope and dread for Chaol. His
focus remains divided between his two goals: securing the khagan’s support for the

war and finding a healer who can restore his mobility.

As they approach the khagan’s court, Chaol and Nesryn maintain a composed
demeanor, aware of the palace’s watchful eyes. The chapter sets the stage for their
diplomatic challenge, emphasizing the political and personal stakes. Chaol’s
determination to fulfill his duties clashes with his internal turmoil, creating a tense
atmosphere. The narrative foreshadows the difficult negotiations ahead, blending

themes of power, resilience, and the quest for redemption.



Chapter Thirteen

In Chapter Thirteen of *Tower of Dawn*, Yrene and Lord Chaol are physically and
emotionally drained after an intense healing session. Yrene, exhausted and trembling,
has spent hours attempting to break through a dark, malevolent wall within Chaol’s
spine using her magic. Despite her relentless efforts, the wall remains impenetrable,
even mocking her with its eerie, ancient presence. Chaol, though suffering immensely,
endures the pain without complaint, his resilience evident as he gasps for breath on
the couch. The chapter vividly captures their shared struggle, highlighting the toll of

Yrene's failed attempts to heal him.

During the healing, Yrene encounters a terrifying vision within the darkness—a fortress
called Morath, surrounded by a vast army. The vision, whether a memory or a
manifestation of her fears, shakes her to the core. Morath represents the looming
threat Chaol has warned her about, a reality she may soon face upon returning home.
The imagery of the dark fortress and its army underscores the stakes of their world,
adding a layer of dread to Yrene’'s already daunting task. The chapter skillfully blends

the personal and the epic, tying Yrene’'s immediate struggle to the larger conflict.

Yrene reflects on the implications of her failure and the potential benefits of staying to
heal Chaol. She realizes that mastering this darkness could prepare her for future
battles, where others might suffer similar injuries. Despite her fear, she resolves to
continue, embodying the mantra, *Go where you fear to tread.* Her determination is
tempered by exhaustion, but her commitment to Chaol’s recovery remains
unwavering. The chapter emphasizes her internal conflict—balancing her terror of the

darkness with her duty as a healer.

The chapter closes with a moment of quiet solidarity between Yrene and Chaol. Both
are physically spent, yet Chaol’s concern for Yrene's well-being shines through as he

urges her to rest. Their mutual exhaustion and unspoken understanding deepen their



connection, hinting at a growing bond. Yrene’s realization that they’ve spent five
grueling hours in this battle against the darkness underscores the magnitude of their
ordeal. The chapter ends on a note of resilience, leaving readers eager to see how

their journey will unfold.



Chapter Fourteen

Yrene, exhausted from a late-night vigil, collapses into bed without caring for her
safety or appearance. She wakes past midnight, disheveled and still in her stained
gown, but with enough energy to barricade her door before falling back asleep.
Oversleeping the next morning, she rushes to meet Lord Chaol in the castle courtyard,
sprinting through the Torre and Antica’s streets, arriving thirty minutes late. Despite
her frantic state, she finds Chaol already attempting to mount a horse, refusing the

ramp she had prepared for him.

Chaol, determined to regain his independence, struggles to mount the mare with the
help of guards but refuses their prolonged assistance. Yrene observes his impressive
muscle control as he maneuvers himself into the saddle, securing the leg braces she
designed. His pride and stubbornness are evident, but so is his physical strength,
which allows him to adapt to his new limitations. The guards disperse as Yrene arrives,

and Chaol’s tense demeanor softens slightly when he notices her disheveled state.

Yrene apologizes for her tardiness and questions Chaol’s rejection of the mounting
ramp, to which he responds pragmatically, stating he must learn to manage without
such aids. His focus on practicality hints at his preparedness for future challenges,
possibly even battle. Meanwhile, Yrene is surprised when a guard brings out a second
horse for her, realizing Chaol expects her to join him on the ride despite her

unpreparedness and stained clothing.

The chapter highlights the dynamic between Yrene and Chaol, showcasing her
dedication to his recovery and his stubborn determination to reclaim his autonomy.
Their interactions reveal mutual respect beneath their banter, as well as unspoken
tensions about the looming threats they may face. The scene sets the stage for their
shared journey, both literal and metaphorical, as they navigate physical and emotional

hurdles together.



Chapter Fifteen

The chapter opens with Yrene sensing Chaol's simmering anger, though it is not
directed at the female acolytes who admire him during his combat lesson. Despite the
somber mood following the library attack, Chaol remains focused and precise in his
teaching, earning smiles from both the students and the volunteer guards. However,
Yrene notices his cold demeanor toward her, his eyes glinting with frost whenever she
intervenes. The lesson concludes successfully, with the women dispersing and a few

lingering to flirt with Chaol, much to Yrene's exasperation.

Yrene attempts to engage Chaol in conversation after the lesson, but he responds with
silence or curt replies. His hostility becomes more pronounced during their ride back to
the palace, leaving Yrene puzzled and uneasy. She wonders if his mood stems from
seeing the active guards, a reminder of his own physical limitations. Upon arrival,
Chaol's sarcastic remark about needing assistance from the acolytes further escalates

the tension, prompting Yrene to walk away without waiting for him.

As Yrene storms through the palace, Prince Kashin intercepts her, expressing concern
about the recent attack and offering additional guards for the Torre. Their conversation
is strained, with Yrene aware of Kashin's unrequited feelings and his grief over
Tumelun's death. Though Kashin tries to maintain a friendly demeanor, Yrene remains
guarded, eager to end the conversation and return to her work with Chaol. The

encounter highlights the lingering emotional complexities between them.

The chapter underscores the growing tension between Yrene and Chaol, whose anger
and resentment create a palpable divide. Yrene's frustration and confusion are evident
as she navigates Chaol's hostility and Kashin's lingering affections. The backdrop of
the library attack and Tumelun's death adds layers of unease, emphasizing the
precarious dynamics within the Torre and the palace. The chapter leaves their

relationship at a crossroads, with unresolved emotions and external threats looming



large.



Chapter Sixteen

The chapter opens with Chaol trapped in a void of darkness and pain, haunted by
vivid, traumatic memories. He relives scenes of fire, death, and betrayal, including a
woman with golden hair attempting to kill him and the aftermath of his own violent
actions. These visions are interspersed with physical agony, as red-hot whips lash his
body, and emotional torment, as he confronts his failures and the blurred line between
what he hated and what he became. The void refuses to acknowledge his attempts to

change, drowning his thoughts in black fire and reinforcing his despair.

Amidst the suffocating darkness, a flicker of white light appears, starkly contrasting
the surrounding chaos. This light, described as warm and kind, withstands the void's
onslaught, creating a protective shell around Chaol. The light seems familiar with
darkness, suggesting a deeper understanding of suffering. This moment of respite
allows Chaol to briefly escape the void's grip, symbolizing a potential turning point in
his struggle. The light's arrival hints at hope, even as the darkness continues to rage

against it.

Chaol awakens to find Yrene, the healer, severely injured from her efforts to help him.
Blood stains her face and dress, revealing the physical toll of her work. Despite her
attempts to downplay her condition, Chaol recognizes her exhaustion and pain, feeling
guilt for his role in her suffering. Their exchange is tense yet tinged with mutual care,
as Yrene tries to reassure him while Chaol insists she rest. Her humor falls flat, but it

underscores their fragile connection amidst the chaos.

The chapter closes with Yrene collapsing onto the bed, her strength spent. Chaol
watches helplessly as she tends to her injuries, the blood finally slowing. Her fogged
eyes reflect both pain and exhaustion, mirroring Chaol's own inner turmoil. The scene
leaves their relationship in a precarious state, with Chaol grappling with guilt and

Yrene's resilience tested. The chapter's themes of suffering, redemption, and fleeting



hope are poignantly encapsulated in this quiet, unresolved moment.



Chapter Seventeen

Nesryn Faliq visits her aunt and uncle’s home in Antica’s Runni Quarter, a serene and
beautifully designed residence typical of Balruhni architecture. The house is built to
withstand desert climates, with strategic placements of windows, wind-catching
towers, and shaded courtyards. Upon arrival, she is greeted warmly by her aunt, who
immediately inquires if she has eaten—a customary Halha greeting. The lively banter
between her aunt and uncle reveals a close-knit family dynamic, with her uncle teasing
from his study above the courtyard. The home’s tranquil atmosphere, adorned with
bougainvillea and a burbling fountain, contrasts with the chaos of Nesryn’s past in

Rifthold.

The chapter delves into the cultural richness of Nesryn’s family, highlighting their
Balruhni heritage through the home’s decor, including statues of their goddess, Inna.
Her aunt leads her to a private family courtyard, where Nesryn is seated in a place of
honor. The warmth and familiarity of the setting evoke a mix of comfort and
melancholy in Nesryn, as she reflects on her displaced family in Rifthold. Her uncle’s
arrival and his resemblance to her father stir emotions, reminding her of the traits she
shares with her father, despite their differing temperaments. The scene underscores

the importance of family and heritage in Nesryn’s identity.

Conversation shifts to Nesryn’s role as Captain of the Royal Guard, with her uncle
expressing surprise at her frequent visits. Her aunt, however, cherishes these
moments, emphasizing the family’s pride in Nesryn’s accomplishments. The discussion
touches on the khaganate’s progressive policies, such as free education for all
children, which contrasts sharply with Adarlan’s disparities. Nesryn’s uncle humorously
mentions the children’s attempts to mimic her singing, revealing a lesser-known talent
she reserves for family. This lighthearted moment adds depth to Nesryn’s character,

showcasing her private joys amidst her public responsibilities.



The chapter closes with Nesryn’s internal conflict, as the safety of her Antica family
contrasts with her concerns for her parents and sister, who fled Rifthold but now face
an uncertain future. Her uncle’s observation about her pensive expression mirrors her
father's demeanor, reinforcing their bond. The visit serves as a respite from her duties,
yet it also reminds her of the unresolved tensions and dangers her loved ones face.
The blend of familial warmth, cultural pride, and underlying anxiety creates a poignant
narrative thread, setting the stage for Nesryn’s personal and political challenges

ahead.



Chapter Eighteen

Yrene experiences a breakthrough while healing Chaol, observing his tentative ability
to move his toes after her magical intervention. The moment is charged with emotion
as Chaol struggles to comprehend this small victory, while Yrene beams with pride and
hope. She reflects on the harrowing process of reaching him within the darkness of his
injury, where she defied the horrors she encountered to find and heal the core of his
pain. Their shared triumph marks a pivotal step in his recovery, filling the room with a

sense of possibility.

Chaol’s intense gaze unsettles Yrene, revealing a newfound vulnerability in him that
she hasn’t seen before. As she tends to her own bloodied state, she decides to clean
up and borrow his clothes, all while grappling with the unspoken weight of their shared
confessions. The chapter subtly hints at their growing emotional connection,
underscored by Chaol’s quiet permission for her to use his belongings. Yrene’'s
lightheadedness and persistent smile suggest her exhaustion is mingled with

exhilaration.

The narrative shifts to Yrene’s interaction with Princess Hasar, who playfully chastises
her for neglecting their friendship. Over tea, Yrene reflects on how their unlikely bond
formed during a medical treatment, with Hasar drawn to Yrene’s candid stories of her
past. The princess’s sharp wit and demanding nature contrast with Renia’s gentler
presence, but Yrene navigates the dynamics with cautious warmth. This interlude
provides a respite from the intensity of Chaol’s healing, showcasing Yrene’s life

beyond her role as a healer.

The chapter closes with a glimpse into Yrene’'s past, as Hasar recalls her favorite
story—the tale of a stranger who once saved Yrene’s life. This anecdote underscores
Yrene's resilience and the unexpected turns her life has taken. The playful yet layered

conversation with Hasar highlights the complexities of their friendship, while the



shadow of Chaol’s progress lingers in Yrene’s thoughts. The chapter balances
moments of hope, introspection, and camaraderie, weaving together personal and

emotional threads.



Chapter Nineteen

Chaol experiences a breakthrough in his recovery as he regains slight movement in his
toes after Yrene's healing session, though he keeps this progress to himself. His
relationship with Nesryn remains strained, marked by a brief, emotionless kiss that
highlights their growing distance. Despite his physical improvements, Chaol remains
focused on his mission, planning to request an audience with the khagan to share
crucial information about the Valg threat, though protocol and mourning rituals

continue to delay him.

Yrene's healing methods prove grueling for both of them, involving repetitive exercises
and magic that leaves her exhausted. Chaol observes her dedication as she works to
rebuild neural pathways in his spine, though the process yields only minimal sensation
in his extremities. After one particularly draining session, he arranges for her safe
transport home, recognizing her physical limits. Meanwhile, the palace prepares for a

sea goddess festival, adding a layer of cultural vibrancy to the political tensions.

The khagan's continued absence from court affairs frustrates Chaol's diplomatic
efforts, forcing him to dine without royal audience. He notices Nesryn making progress
in her interactions with Prince Sartaq, though other royals show disinterest in their
presence. Chaol maintains his toe-flexing exercises privately, clinging to this small sign
of recovery while navigating the complex social dynamics of the Antica court. The next
morning, he awakens with unusual eagerness, anticipating Yrene's arrival for their

scheduled riding session.

Chaol waits impatiently in the bustling courtyard amid festival preparations, but Yrene
fails to appear at the appointed time. With help from guard Shen—who shares a quiet
camaraderie with Yrene—Chaol mounts his horse alone, observing the heightened
security measures around palace deliveries. As the sun climbs higher without sign of

the healer, Chaol's concern grows, the mare's restlessness mirroring his own unease



about Yrene's unexplained absence during this critical phase of his recovery.



Chapter Twenty

The chapter opens with Chaol and Yrene navigating the quiet streets of the city during
a sunrise ceremony honoring Tehome. They visit a small house where an elderly man,
severely ill with a persistent disease, lies bedridden. Yrene, a healer, tends to him with
remarkable calm and compassion, using her magical abilities to alleviate his suffering.
Despite her efforts, the man’s condition remains critical, and Yrene’s frustration with
her inability to fully cure him is evident, though she hides it behind a serene
demeanor. Chaol observes her dedication, noting the contrast between her

professional composure and private disappointment.

As they leave the house, Yrene’'s demeanor shifts, revealing her inner turmoil over the
man’s prognosis. Chaol, sensing her distress, offers to accompany her to another
patient, a young mother recovering from childbirth. The streets remain empty due to
the ongoing ceremony, allowing for a peaceful ride. Their conversation turns to the
khagan's policy of religious tolerance, which Yrene explains as a cornerstone of the
empire’s unity. Chaol reflects on how such policies can be leveraged for intelligence
gathering, though he avoids delving into his own past experiences, leaving the topic

unresolved.

Their journey takes them to a middle-class neighborhood, where they meet the young
mother and her newborn. The woman’s cheerful demeanor and playful teasing of
Yrene lighten the mood, providing a stark contrast to the earlier somber visit. Yrene's
laughter and relaxed expression reveal a side of her that Chaol hasn’t seen before,
hinting at a deeper, more personal connection between the two women. The scene
underscores the duality of Yrene’s life—her professional burdens and the moments of

joy she finds in her work.

The chapter closes with Chaol and Yrene continuing their ride through the city, their

interactions marked by unspoken understanding and mutual respect. Chaol’s curiosity



about Yrene’s past and her healing abilities grows, while Yrene remains guarded yet
occasionally lets her guard down. The quiet streets and shared moments foster a
tentative bond between them, setting the stage for deeper revelations in future
chapters. The chapter effectively balances themes of healing, duty, and the beginnings

of trust, all against the backdrop of a richly described urban setting.



Chapter Twenty-One

The chapter opens with Princess Hasar deliberately separating Nesryn and Chaol
during a formal meal, creating an atmosphere of tension and discomfort. Hasar's
calculated actions force Nesryn to sit beside Prince Sartaq, while Yrene is placed next
to Chaol, drawing scrutiny from the other guests. The seating rearrangement
highlights Hasar's manipulative nature, as she orchestrates the situation to unsettle
both couples. Chaol and Yrene exchange wary glances, aware they are being watched,

and Nesryn silently warns Chaol to be cautious of the princess's schemes.

Chaol and Yrene engage in stilted conversation, their words carefully measured under
the watchful eyes of the court. They discuss Yrene's recent achievements as a healer
and her upcoming unofficial test, which she reveals is more about her own growth than
his condition. Despite the formal setting, their interactions hint at a deeper connection,
though the presence of others forces them to maintain a guarded demeanor.
Meanwhile, Kashin observes them intently, adding another layer of tension to the

already charged atmosphere.

The meal transitions into an entertainment segment, where Arghun introduces a
troupe of gold-painted dancers whose provocative performance captivates the court.
The dancers' sensual movements and near-nudity surprise Chaol, who humorously
remarks that his friend Dorian would have enjoyed the spectacle. Yrene shares a rare
moment of amusement with him, lightening the mood momentarily. The scene
underscores the court's opulence and the stark contrast between its decadence and

the underlying political machinations.

As the evening progresses, servants bring in smoking bowls of mild opiates, further
emphasizing the court's indulgent lifestyle. Yrene warns Chaol to avoid the fumes,
showcasing her practical nature amidst the extravagance. The chapter closes with the

lingering sense that Hasar's manipulations are far from over, and Chaol and Yrene



remain pawns in a larger game. The tension between personal connections and
political intrigue leaves readers anticipating the next move in this high-stakes

environment.



Chapter Twenty-Two

Yrene grapples with the aftermath of an intense encounter with Chaol, fueled by the
effects of an opiate smoke at a noble party. Overheated and frantic, she retreats to her
room, struggling to regain control as the substance's influence lingers. The smoke has
stripped her of inhibitions, leaving her consumed by desire and confusion. By dawn,
though the physical effects fade, a lingering unease settles in her gut as she prepares
to face Chaol again, burdened by the weight of her actions and the lie she fed Princess

Hasar.

Arriving at Chaol’s palace suite, Yrene is determined to maintain professionalism
despite her inner turmoil. Her resolve shatters when she discovers Chaol in bed with
Nesryn, a sight that sends her reeling. Shock and an unnameable emotion flare
between them before Yrene hastily retreats to the sitting room, struggling to compose
herself. The intimacy she withnesses deepens her sense of displacement, amplifying the
hollowness in her stomach as she waits, knee bouncing nervously, for what comes

next.

Chaol emerges, disheveled and seemingly guilty, attempting to navigate the
awkwardness between them. Yrene, unable to meet his eyes, busies herself with her
satchel, creating a physical barrier with the desk. Her words stumble as she offers to
prepare tonics—hinting at Nesryn’s potential needs—while avoiding direct
acknowledgment of what she saw. The unspoken tension hangs heavily, with Yrene’'s

professional facade barely masking her emotional vulnerability.

The chapter closes with Yrene's internal conflict laid bare. She struggles to reconcile
her feelings for Chaol with the reality of his relationship with Nesryn, all while clinging
to her role as a healer. The ancient texts she brought, including *The Song of
Beginning*, symbolize her trust in him, yet the emotional distance between them feels

insurmountable. Her offer to help, though sincere, underscores her isolation, leaving



her trapped between duty and desire in a room that suddenly feels too vast.



Chapter Twenty-Three

Chaol and Yrene grapple with a troubling revelation about the potential existence of
three Valg kings, not just one, which threatens their world. Chaol’s distress is palpable
as he struggles to recall the fate of the other two kings, his fear and anger simmering
beneath the surface. Yrene attempts to calm him, recognizing his emotional state is
unfit for their healing session. Their dialogue reveals the weight of their mission and
the dire consequences of failure, as Chaol confesses the Valg’s destructive power over

everything they encounter.

The tension between them escalates as Yrene probes Chaol about his scars, hoping to
distract him from his rage. His evasive answers hint at a painful past, particularly when
he reveals his father gave him the scar on his temple. This admission momentarily
centers him, shifting his anger into something colder and more controlled. Yrene,
sensing his vulnerability, refrains from pushing further and instead focuses on their

immediate task: healing his wound and confronting the darkness within it.

As they prepare for the healing session, Yrene warns Chaol she may need to adapt her
approach if the darkness resists her. Despite her fear, she maintains a reassuring
demeanor, though Chaol notices her unease. Their brief, intimate moment—when his
lips brush her fingers as she places the bit in his mouth—underscores their growing
connection. Yet, Yrene withdraws, steeling herself for the daunting task ahead as she

lays her hand on his scarred back.

The chapter shifts to a flashback of Chaol’s traumatic past, revealing the origin of his
temple scar. His father violently expelled him from their home in Anielle after he
announced his decision to join the Rifthold guard. The memory is fraught with
pain—physical and emotional—as Chaol recalls his mother’s desperate pleas and his
younger brother Terrin’s terror. The scene highlights Chaol’s resilience and the

sacrifices he made to forge his own path, leaving behind a life of duty and family for an



uncertain future.



Chapter Twenty-Four

Nesryn reflects on her complicated relationship with Chaol, recognizing his recent
attention stems from guilt rather than genuine interest. Though she tells herself she’s
fine being a placeholder for the other women in his life, her weariness is evident as she
returns to the palace after a fruitless search for Valg activity. Seeking solitude, she
climbs to the aerie where Kadara, Sartaq’s ruk, is feasting. The prince surprises her,
revealing his network of spies and inquiring about her well-being. Their conversation
hints at a growing connection, as Nesryn admits she enjoys his company despite her

usual reserve.

Sartaq shares his own struggles with familial expectations, contrasting his deep bond
with Kadara and the rukhin against the distrust among his royal siblings. Nesryn
relates to the tension between duty and personal ties, having spent a draining day
with her demanding family. The prince’s candidness about his isolation within the royal
family surprises her, revealing a vulnerability that resonates with her own feelings of
displacement. Their mutual understanding fosters a rare moment of openness

between them.

The tone shifts as Sartaq reveals his imminent departure for the rukhin mountains to
investigate the threats they previously discussed. He extends a hesitant invitation for
Nesryn to join him, acknowledging the risks but emphasizing the brevity of the
journey. Though eager to accept, she insists on consulting Chaol first, maintaining
their partnership despite her personal turmoil. The arrival of servants with supplies
confirms the urgency of his departure, leaving Nesryn startled by his near-

disappearance without farewell.

Their final exchange crackles with unspoken tension as Sartag admits he assumed
she’d be preoccupied with Chaol after the previous night’'s events. His teasing remark

about taking “all day” flusters Nesryn, though the moment is interrupted by the



bustling preparations for his journey. The chapter closes with their dynamic poised
between professional alliance and budding intimacy, as Nesryn faces a pivotal choice

between duty and the allure of adventure with the prince.



Chapter Twenty-Five

Yrene and Chaol visit the Torre library after lunch, where Chaol demonstrates
improved mobility by mounting his horse with ease. Yrene feels a deep sense of
belonging upon entering the Torre, as if the tower itself welcomes her. The library’s
lower levels are accessible via ramps, though Yrene must occasionally help Chaol
navigate stairs, marking the first time she physically assists his wheelchair. Their
camaraderie is evident as Chaol interacts with Yrene’s peers, and Yrene reflects on his
progress—his foot now regaining sensation and movement, a promising sign for his

recovery.

The pair seeks out Nousha, the head librarian, who initially eyes Chaol’s weapons with
suspicion before guiding them to ancient Eyllwe texts. A watchful Baast Cat observes
their exchange, adding an air of mystique to the scene. As they descend deeper into
the library, Chaol marvels at its vastness and age, comparing it favorably to Rifthold’s
royal library. Yrene shares the Torre’s history—a 1,500-year-old gift from a grateful
queen to a healer, surviving countless conquests due to the enduring value of healers

in any regime.

The atmosphere grows more solemn as they reach a dusty corridor housing the
sought-after scrolls. Nousha’s curt departure leaves them to explore the shelves alone,
where Chaol is stunned by the Torre’s antiquity. Yrene explains how the tower’s
purpose has remained unchanged through centuries of political upheaval, its
preservation a testament to the universal need for healing. Chaol’s creative swearing
underscores his awe, while Yrene remains focused on the task at hand, scanning the

texts for answers.

The chapter blends moments of lightheartedness—like Chaol’s amused reaction to
Nousha’s sternness—with deeper themes of resilience and legacy. Yrene’'s emotional

connection to the Torre contrasts with her clinical focus on Chaol’s recovery,



highlighting her dual role as both healer and protector. The library’s ancient

knowledge and the watchful presence of the Baast Cats suggest hidden depths yet to
be uncovered, setting the stage for future discoveries. The chapter ends with a sense
of anticipation, as Yrene and Chaol stand on the brink of unraveling secrets buried for

centuries.



Chapter Twenty-Six

Chaol spends an evening in the Torre kitchens with Yrene, where Cook overwhelms
them with an abundance of food. Despite their protests, they indulge in the meal,
sharing a comfortable silence as they observe the kitchen's bustling activity. As night
falls, Yrene and Cook insist Chaol stay overnight, and he agrees, sending a note to
Nesryn at the palace. Yrene leads him to a small, ground-level room in the physicians'

complex, which overlooks a garden courtyard and is modest but welcoming.

In the room, Yrene checks Chaol's leg mobility, removing his boots and socks to assess
his progress. Their conversation shifts to the stolen scrolls and books they retrieved
from the library, hinting at the potential ancient knowledge they contain. Chaol keeps
his suspicions about the scrolls' age to himself, aware of their possible significance.
Yrene offers to fetch him clothes and other necessities, but Chaol reassures her he can

manage on his own, leading to a brief, awkward exchange.

Before leaving, Yrene lingers, and Chaol thanks her sincerely for her care and
companionship. She responds with a quiet nod, her eyes reflecting unspoken emotions
as she departs. Chaol remains cautious, mindful of the lingering threat of the Valg
despite the recent calm. The chapter ends with a tender moment between them,

underscoring their growing connection amidst the underlying tension of their mission.

The next morning, Chaol is informed by Eretia, a stern woman, that Yrene has a
meeting with Hafiza and will meet him later. Eretia escorts him back to the palace, her
no-nonsense demeanor contrasting with Chaol's curiosity about her role. Upon arrival,
he encounters Shen, a guard whose hidden mechanical arm catches Chaol's attention.
The chapter closes with Chaol's realization of Shen's prosthetic, hinting at deeper

stories and connections within the palace's inhabitants.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

Yrene spends her day healing six people in the slums, showcasing her dedication and
compassion. She treats a woman with a life-threatening lung growth, three feverish
children, and a man with a poorly healed broken leg. The most poignant case is a
sixteen-year-old girl with visible injuries from abuse. Yrene heals her internal wounds
while leaving superficial bruises intact to protect her from further harm. She offers the
girl sanctuary at the Torre, emphasizing her commitment to helping those in need

without judgment or cost.

Despite her exhaustion, Yrene feels a restless energy driving her forward. She indulges
in a meal and coffee, stalling before heading to the palace. Her anger and frustration
resurface as she reflects on her unresolved conflict with an unnamed man, likely
Chaol. Determined to confront him, she marches through the palace halls, muttering
about his unacceptable behavior. Her internal monologue reveals her resolve to stand

her ground, refusing to be dismissed or ignored.

As Yrene navigates the dimly lit corridors, she senses someone following her. The
tension escalates when she hears footsteps and a mysterious, urgent voice in her
head—reminiscent of her mother’'s—warning her to run. Panicked, Yrene sprints
toward Chaol’s door, her fear palpable as the pursuer closes in. The chapter ends on a

cliffhanger, with Yrene desperately reaching for safety, leaving her fate uncertain.

The chapter highlights Yrene’s selflessness as a healer, her emotional turmoil, and the
looming threat that disrupts her journey. It blends moments of tenderness with rising
suspense, setting the stage for a confrontation or revelation in the subsequent
chapters. The mysterious voice adds an element of the supernatural, deepening the

intrigue surrounding Yrene’'s abilities and past.



Chapter Twenty-Eight

In Chapter Twenty-Eight of *Tower of Dawn*, Yrene and Chaol face a tense situation
after an unseen assailant threatens Yrene outside their suite. Recognizing the danger,
Yrene summons Prince Kashin, who arrives swiftly and organizes a thorough security
detail to protect them. Chaol, confined to his wheelchair, reflects on his limited ability
to defend Yrene, calculating that his best option would be to throw his weapons to buy
her time. The chapter highlights his internal struggle with helplessness and his

determination to prioritize Yrene’s safety over his own.

The encounter reveals the looming threat of Morath, as the assailant is suspected to
be a Valg agent. Yrene maintains remarkable composure while recounting the incident
to Kashin, though she omits her suspicions about the attacker’s motives. Kashin,
furious and protective, orders a heavy guard presence around the suite and the
palace. His concern for Yrene is evident, but she surprises both men by insisting she
feels safer staying with Chaol, despite his physical limitations. This moment

underscores the growing trust between Yrene and Chaol.

Kashin’s departure leaves Chaol and Yrene alone, where their unspoken bond becomes
more apparent. Yrene’s decision to stay with Chaol rather than return to the Torre
under guard speaks volumes about their evolving relationship. Chaol, though touched
by her trust, remains vigilant, knowing the Valg’s capabilities firsthand. The tension
lingers as they prepare for a sleepless night, with Chaol refusing to leave his chair and

Yrene reluctantly settling into the bed, still shaken by the ordeal.

The chapter closes with a poignant exchange as Yrene asks Chaol about the
experience of killing someone, revealing her inner turmoil. Chaol admits his own
inexperience with killing, hinting at his unresolved trauma. This moment of
vulnerability between them deepens their connection, setting the stage for further

emotional and physical challenges as they navigate the threats surrounding them. The



chapter masterfully blends suspense, character development, and the fragile

beginnings of trust in the face of danger.



Chapter Twenty-Nine

Nesryn and Prince Sartaq are caught in a violent storm while traversing the northern
Asimil Mountains. Sheltering beneath a rocky overhang, they endure freezing rain and
howling winds, with Sartaq's ruk, Kadara, acting as a protective barrier. Despite her
thick ruk leathers and wool blanket, Nesryn suffers from the cold, her teeth chattering
uncontrollably. The storm's intensity forces them to huddle together, highlighting the
harsh conditions of their journey and the resilience required to survive in such an

unforgiving environment.

As the storm rages, Nesryn reflects on her aversion to magic, even before its
disappearance from the world. She has always relied on physical skills like archery and
swordsmanship, believing steel more dependable than magic. However, the extreme
cold makes her yearn for warmth, even fantasizing about Aelin Galathynius, the Fire-
Bringer, arriving to aid them. Nesryn speculates about Aelin's whereabouts, wondering
if her disappearance is due to Morath's schemes or her own strategic planning. She
admires Aelin's ability to conceal her long-term plans, a trait she finds both impressive

and reassuring.

After hours of enduring the storm, they finally resume their journey, though the damp
saddle makes for an uncomfortable ride. Forced to camp overnight in a copse of trees,
Nesryn grapples with lingering cold and discomfort, realizing how little she knows
about Sartaqg despite their shared mission. The prince's kindness, offering his blankets
and clothes, contrasts with her growing unease about their unfamiliarity. Nesryn
questions her decision to accompany him, even as she acknowledges the importance

of their alliance against the looming threat of Morath.

The next day, they continue their flight toward the Tavan Mountains, with Sartaq
pointing out the historical connection between the rukhin and the Darghan horse-lords.

He explains how their shared past influences their military strategies, blending aerial



and ground forces. Nesryn probes about Sartaqg's wartime experiences, to which he
responds with a grim reminder of his father's ruthless rule. The conversation leaves
her unsettled, underscoring the high stakes of their mission and the brutal realities of

the empire they seek to unite against a common enemy.



Chapter Thirty

Nesryn awakens in the Hall of Altun, disoriented by the time and anxious about
oversleeping in front of the rukhin, who might mock Prince Sartaq for his courtly
habits. After a restless night, she notices movement outside her door and prepares for
the day, washing her face with lukewarm water. She joins Sartaq, who is already
saddling his ruk, Kadara, in the empty great hall. They take flight into the freezing
dawn, joining other ruks hunting for breakfast. Kadara catches salmon from a river
before Sartaq guides them toward a training area for novice riders, where the terrain is

less treacherous but still daunting.

Sartaq explains the rigorous training regimen of the rukhin, revealing that children as
young as four begin learning to ride on seasoned ruks, with family members
accompanying them initially. By their teens, they raise their own hatchlings. Nesryn is
stunned by the early age and the perilous nature of the training, struggling to imagine
children navigating such dangers. Sartaqg compares their methods to the horse-clans of
the steppes, where children master riding and weaponry early, a tradition that
contributed to the khaganate’s military dominance. He highlights the ingenuity of their
ancestors, who traveled light and relied on engineers to craft weapons from local

materials.

The prince recounts the strategic brilliance of the first khagan, who crossed the
Kyzultum Desert with nomad guides, surprising enemies by attacking from behind.
Instead of open warfare, the khagan used fear and selective brutality to force
surrenders, rewarding compliance and ensuring his reputation preceded him. Sartaq’s
pride in this history is evident as he describes the khagan’s dual *sulde*—Ebony for
war and Ivory for peace—and how the Ebony’s presence alone often deterred
resistance. Nesryn, fascinated, listens intently, drawn deeper into the culture and

history of Sartaq’s people.



As they soar above the mountains, Sartaq’s storytelling weaves a vivid tapestry of
conquest and cunning, contrasting the khagan’s methods with the brute force of other
rulers like Adarlan’s king. Nesryn’s curiosity grows, and she relaxes into the flight, her
earlier tension replaced by a sense of connection to both Sartaq and the legacy he
embodies. The chapter closes with a lingering sense of awe at the khaganate’s storied

past and the unspoken bond forming between the two characters amid the vast,

windswept peaks.



Chapter Thirty-One

The chapter opens with Nesryn expressing skepticism about the existence of stygian
spiders and their rare spidersilk, dismissing them as myths. However, Falkan surprises
her by producing a small piece of the glittering fabric, proving its reality. He reveals
that he acquired a substantial amount of spidersilk three years prior through a barter
with the spiders' northern kin. The conversation takes a darker turn when Falkan
discloses the steep price he paid: twenty years of his life, taken from his prime, leaving
him physically aged beyond his years. This revelation sets the stage for the chapter's

central mystery and tension.

Falkan explains his presence at the aerie, seeking answers about the spiders to
reclaim his lost youth. Houlun, the hearth-mother, connects his arrival to recent
disturbances caused by the kharankui, a destructive breed of spiders in the southern
mountains. These creatures have been stealing ruk eggs and spreading their deadly
webs, choking the landscape. Houlun suspects Falkan's quest is linked to the spiders'
resurgence, though he denies provoking them. The group debates the spiders' motives
and the potential danger they pose, with Falkan admitting he hopes to find a way to

reverse his aging by confronting them.

The discussion shifts to a plan of action, with Houlun urging Sartaq and Nesryn to
investigate the spiders' activities and protect the ruk nests. She emphasizes the need
for secrecy to avoid panic among the riders. Falkan is included in the mission, as
Houlun believes his knowledge could be valuable. The chapter highlights the tension
between caution and the urgency to act, as the group weighs the risks of confronting
the kharankui without clear proof of their involvement in the egg thefts. Sartaqg and

Nesryn's skepticism toward Falkan's motives adds another layer of conflict.

The chapter concludes with a ominous note as Houlun murmurs about the awakening

of "The One Who Sleeps," implied to be Erawan. This reference suggests a larger,



looming threat beyond the immediate danger of the spiders. The firelight casts a eerie
glow on the scene, underscoring the gravity of the situation. The chapter ends
abruptly, leaving readers with a sense of foreboding and anticipation for the
challenges ahead, as the characters prepare to face both the kharankui and the darker

forces stirring in their world.



Chapter Thirty-Two

In this chapter, Yrene continues her healing sessions with Chaol in the physicians'
compound of the Torre. The scorching heat of the day contrasts with the cool, herb-
scented workroom where Yrene meticulously exercises Chaol's legs, her healing magic
flowing into him to repair damaged pathways. Despite his progress, Chaol remains
guarded about his recent training with the guards, and Yrene refrains from pressing
him for details. Their dynamic is one of quiet collaboration, with Chaol showing

newfound adaptability to his surroundings, including a willingness to explore Antica.

Yrene delves into historical healing methods, sharing her research on ancient healers
like Lingin and Saanvi, who developed innovative solutions for spinal injuries. Though
their techniques are now lost, Yrene draws inspiration from their legacy, hinting at the
possibility of overcoming Chaol's condition. Their conversation reveals the gaps in the
Torre's records, particularly regarding healers who worked in remote outposts. Chaol's
curiosity about Yrene's own records adds a personal touch, though she deflects with

humor, focusing instead on their shared goal.

The chapter also touches on the lingering threat to Yrene's safety, with Chaol
reassuring her of his protection regardless of how long her healing takes. Yrene's
unease is palpable, as the attacker remains unidentified, leaving her restless despite
the Torre's security. This tension underscores the urgency of their mission, yet Yrene
remains determined to explore every avenue for Chaol's recovery, including revisiting

the library for answers about the mysterious books related to their research.

The chapter concludes with Yrene and Chaol seeking Nousha's help in the library,
hoping to uncover the origins of the ancient texts. Nousha's skepticism and the
library's bustling atmosphere create a sense of mystery, as the pair persist in their
quest for knowledge. The presence of a watchful Baast Cat adds an eerie

undercurrent, symbolizing the hidden dangers and secrets that surround them. Their



investigation hints at deeper conspiracies, setting the stage for further revelations in

their journey.



Chapter Thirty-Three

Nesryn and Sartaq approach the Watchtower of Eidolon, a crumbling structure nestled
among mist-covered pines and overshadowed by the imposing Dagul Fells. The tower,
once a vantage point for spotting threats from the mountains, now stands in ruins. As
they fly closer on Kadara, Sartaq explains the significance of the Fells, marking the
territory of the kharankui. Nesryn observes the barren, lifeless slopes, marveling at the
idea of Houlun flying over such treacherous terrain. Their banter lightens the mood,

though the gravity of their mission lingers beneath the surface.

The pair had departed in secrecy, armed and prepared for potential danger despite
planning to return by sunset. Borte, though irritated at being excluded, braided
Nesryn’s hair tightly—a practical gesture for their flight. Kadara circles the watchtower,
revealing no signs of life or the rumored library. The ruins, weathered and broken,
suggest a long-abandoned past. Sartaq directs Kadara to land nearby, trusting the
tower’s unstable walls too little to support the ruk. The whistling communication

system of the rukhin is highlighted, emphasizing their preparedness for emergencies.

As they ascend toward the tower, Sartaq’s tracking skills reassure Nesryn of their
safety, though the looming Fells remain unnerving. The chilly air and scattered stone
blocks hint at the harsh conditions that may have driven the tower’s occupants away.
Upon reaching the archway, they discover weathered owl statues—symbols of
Silba—flanking the entrance. Sartaq urges haste, sensing the need to avoid lingering.
Nesryn, ever vigilant, takes up her rearguard position, scanning the forest for threats

before following him inside.

Inside the tower, the ruins are exposed to the sky, with a crumbling staircase and
archer slits hinting at its former purpose. Nesryn’s trained eye assesses the space for
exits and dangers, but the structure offers little of note. When Sartag moves toward a

dark stairwell, she stops him, wary of unseen threats. Their dynamic—her caution



balancing his boldness—underscores the tension of their mission as they stand on the

brink of uncovering whatever secrets the watchtower holds.



Chapter Thirty-Four

The chapter opens with Nesryn and Sartaq facing a terrifying kharankui, a monstrous
spider-like creature far larger and deadlier than anticipated. The spider taunts them,
revealing its intelligence and predatory nature as it blocks their escape routes. Nesryn
attempts to fight back with her bow, but the creature's speed and armored body
render her attacks ineffective. The tension escalates as the spider lunges, forcing the
pair into a desperate struggle for survival, with Sartaq stepping in to protect Nesryn

from its venomous fangs.

Just as the situation seems hopeless, a massive gray wolf intervenes, attacking the
spider and buying Nesryn and Sartaq precious time to flee. The wolf's ferocity
momentarily distracts the kharankui, allowing the duo to sprint up the watchtower
stairs, dodging traps along the way. However, the spider quickly recovers and pursues
them, using the tower's structure to its advantage. The arrival of Kadara, Sartaq's ruk,

turns the tide as the bird of prey engages the spider in a brutal mid-air battle.

Kadara's aerial assault proves decisive, as she targets the spider's vulnerable
underbelly and delivers fatal blows. The creature is finally vanquished, leaving Nesryn
and Sartaq to process the harrowing encounter. Their attention shifts to the wounded
wolf, whose true identity is revealed when it transforms into Falkan, a shape-shifter.
The revelation shocks Nesryn, as Falkan's hidden ability explains his timely

intervention and the wolf's familiarity.

The chapter concludes with Falkan weakened but alive, his sacrifice underscoring the
group's resilience and unity. Nesryn's realization about his shape-shifting abilities adds
a layer of intrigue to their dynamic, hinting at deeper connections and untapped
potential within their alliance. The encounter with the kharankui serves as a stark
reminder of the dangers they face, while also highlighting the unexpected strengths

and alliances that emerge in moments of crisis.



Chapter Thirty-Five

The chapter opens with Falkan, injured and bleeding, collapsing in the forest. Nesryn
rushes to his aid despite Sartaq's initial[]] , revealing that Falkan had followed them
in the form of a falcon. Tensions rise as Sartaq accuses Falkan of being a spy or
assassin due to his shape-shifting abilities, but Falkan insists he is merely a merchant
who inherited the gift unwillingly. He explains that his powers emerged late and that
he has no allegiance to any court. Nesryn defends him, demanding medical attention,

while Sartaq remains distrustful.

As Nesryn tends to Falkan's wound, he shares his backstory, explaining how he
discovered his shape-shifting abilities and his desire to reclaim the years stolen from
him by a mysterious force. Despite his pain, Falkan maintains his innocence, and
Nesryn believes him, revealing that she has a shifter among her friends. Sartaq
reluctantly assists with bandages, though his hostility lingers. The group prepares to
return to the aerie, with Falkan's condition requiring urgent care. The dynamic

between the characters highlights themes of trust and prejudice.

The flight back to the aerie is tense and perilous, with Falkan's unconscious body
adding to the challenge. Sartaqg's anger simmers, but they arrive safely as night falls.
Upon landing, they are met by Houlun, Borte, and others, who quickly take Falkan to a
healer. Sartaq confronts Houlun about Falkan's presence, suggesting she knew more
than she let on. Meanwhile, Borte observes the black blood on Kadara, hinting at the
violent encounter with the spider creature. The scene underscores the unresolved

tensions and mysteries surrounding Falkan's role.

The chapter closes with Nesryn and Borte exchanging brief remarks about the day's
events. Borte notes the unusual dynamic between Sartaq and Houlun, implying guilt or
secrecy. Nesryn remains focused on unpacking, her thoughts unspoken but her actions

reflecting her determination. The aftermath of the confrontation leaves questions



unanswered, setting the stage for further revelations about Falkan's past and the
broader conflicts at play. The chapter blends action, dialogue, and character

development to advance the plot.



Chapter Thirty-Six

Chaol's physical recovery progresses significantly in this chapter, with his leg muscles
gradually regaining strength through daily training and Yrene's healing sessions.
Though he still cannot stand, his mobility improves up to his knees, and his overall
physique becomes more robust. Their routine settles into a comfortable rhythm,
blending healing with self-defense lessons where Chaol teaches Yrene techniques for
facing larger opponents. Despite the absence of further attacks, the shadow of the
Valg threat lingers, and both remain vigilant while cautiously avoiding discussions of

the distant war.

Yrene and Chaol navigate unspoken tensions, particularly regarding their hidden
mission to uncover Valg-related secrets at the Aksara Oasis. Time weighs heavily on
Chaol, whose thoughts often drift to his friends fighting in the war, driving him to push
harder in his recovery. Yrene, too, feels the urgency, questioning whether she’ll arrive
in time to aid the conflict. Their healing sessions continue to confront the darkness
within Chaol’s wounds, but he endures the pain steadfastly, pausing only when Yrene’s

energy wanes.

The chapter takes a dramatic turn during a formal dinner with the royal family.
Princess Hasar reveals that Nesryn and Sartaqg will return the next day, unsettling
Yrene, who realizes Chaol’s loyalty to Nesryn may end their growing closeness. Though
nothing romantic has transpired between them, Yrene feels a crushing sense of
impending loss. Chaol subtly reassures her with a deliberate brush of his hand, leaving

Hasar displeased at being kept unaware of their bond.

The chapter ends on a note of unresolved tension, with Yrene grappling with her
emotions and the looming return of Nesryn. Hasar’s manipulative demeanor adds to
the unease, while Chaol’s quiet support hints at deeper, unspoken feelings. The

dynamics between the characters grow increasingly complex, setting the stage for



future confrontations and emotional reckonings.



Chapter Thirty-Seven

Nesryn finds herself constrained by time as Falkan’s recovery delays their planned
journey to the southern watchtowers. Despite her attempts to persuade Prince Sartaq
to proceed without the shape-shifter, he insists on waiting, prioritizing safety even with
Borte’'s added support. Instead, Sartaq fills their days by introducing Nesryn to various
rukhin clans across the northern and western aeries. These visits range from warm
receptions with feasts and celebrations to more reserved encounters, like with the
Berlad, where hospitality is minimal. Through these interactions, Nesryn begins to
adapt to the rukhin culture, even enduring their potent fermented goat’s milk, which

initially leaves her choking but earns her respect.

As Nesryn immerses herself in the rukhin way of life, she discovers a newfound sense
of belonging. She impresses the clans with her archery skills while learning to shoot in
challenging conditions, guided by Sartaqg during their flights through mountain passes.
Riding Kadara alone leaves her feeling exhilarated and free, a stark contrast to her
former life. Sartaq ensures her active participation in clan activities, from mundane
chores like cleaning ruk droppings to teaching archery, reinforcing the principle that no
task is beneath anyone, regardless of rank. These experiences gradually quiet
Nesryn’s restlessness, replacing her memories of Rifthold’s rigid palace life with a

deeper connection to the mountains and their people.

Nesryn’s transformation becomes evident as she reflects on her past. The structured
world of Adarlan’s guards and city barracks feels distant, almost unreal, compared to
the vibrant storytelling and communal fires of the rukhin. One evening, Houlun, the
hearth-mother, invites Nesryn to share a tale from Adarlan. Though hesitant, Nesryn
surprises everyone—including herself—by offering to sing a song from her mother’s
homeland. The moment is poignant, as she reveals a personal connection to her

heritage, bridging her dual identity as a child of both Adarlan and the rukhin lands.



Borte’s softened expression and Sartaq’s attentive silence underscore the significance

of this cultural exchange.

As Nesryn begins to sing, her voice resonates through the Mountain-Hall of Altun,
weaving a tapestry of memory and emotion. The fire’'s crackle accompanies her, and
the weight of her mother’s legacy fills the space. Sartaq’s stillness hints at his deep
appreciation, while Borte's earlier defiance gives way to quiet solidarity. This chapter
captures Nesryn’s evolving identity, as she sheds the constraints of her former life and
embraces the freedom and purpose found among the rukhin. Her song becomes a
symbol of shared humanity, transcending borders and forging bonds in the heart of the

mountains.



Chapter Thirty-Eight

Chaol Westfall strategically interrupts a private trade meeting of the khagan,
leveraging his connections with palace guards to gain entry. Despite the khagan's
initial irritation, Chaol maintains his composure, refusing to be intimidated by the
ruler's power or his own physical limitations. He deliberately bypasses protocol by
addressing the foreign trade vizier directly, revealing his knowledge of Aelin
Galathynius's large firelance orders. This calculated move sets the stage for his bold
proposition, demonstrating his political acumen and refusal to let his wheelchair

diminish his authority in the high-stakes negotiation.

The chapter's tension escalates as Chaol reveals his intent to double Aelin's weapons
order, offering his kingdom's priceless treasure as payment. The viziers react with
shock, particularly when Chaol confirms the treasure's valuation is already underway.
The khagan's silent calculation and subsequent dismissal of his advisors suggest
Chaol's strategy is working. This confrontation highlights the protagonist's clever
manipulation of economic incentives to sway political decisions, while maintaining an

outward appearance of respectful diplomacy despite the underlying power struggle.

In a pivotal one-on-one exchange, the khagan accuses Chaol of manipulating him into
the war through financial incentives. Chaol neither confirms nor denies this, allowing
the ruler to draw his own conclusions. Their conversation shifts from commerce to
philosophy as the khagan challenges Chaol's understanding of true warfare,
emphasizing the psychological and unified commitment required beyond mere
weapons and strategy. This moment serves as both a test of Chaol's resolve and a

revelation of the khagan's deeper understanding of conflict.

The chapter concludes with an unspoken tension between the two leaders, the
khagan's words hanging heavily in the air. While no formal alliance is declared, Chaol's

actions have forced the ruler to seriously consider involvement. The exchange



underscores the novel's recurring themes of power dynamics, the true nature of
strength, and the complex calculations behind wartime alliances. Chaol's physical
limitations contrast sharply with his strategic prowess, proving his worth as a diplomat

and leader despite the khagan's attempts to undermine him.



Chapter Thirty-Nine

In Chapter Thirty-Nine of *Tower of Dawn*, Chaol experiences a pivotal moment of
emotional and physical breakthrough. Overcome by regret after a heated argument
with Yrene, he staggers toward her, defying his physical limitations to apologize. His
body trembles with the effort, but his focus remains solely on Yrene, whose tears and
hurt expression haunt him. He admits his words were born of self-loathing, not truth,
and praises her courage and selflessness, desperate to make amends. Yet Yrene

remains distant, her silence and retreats leaving him uncertain of her forgiveness.

Yrene's initial resistance reveals a deeper layer to their interaction. As Chaol struggles
to follow her, he realizes she is deliberately coaxing him to walk, turning their
confrontation into a silent dance of healing. Her clever manipulation shifts the dynamic
from conflict to collaboration, her earlier anger replaced by a knowing smile. Chaol,
despite his pain, pushes forward, driven by the need to reach her. Their movements
become a metaphor for his journey—each step a victory over his physical and

emotional barriers.

The tension between them dissolves as Chaol corners Yrene against a wall, their
proximity igniting a charged moment of vulnerability. He wipes away her tears,
marveling at her strength despite her delicate appearance. Yrene’s trembling hand on
his chest signals a shift, and Chaol kisses her, unleashing a flood of pent-up emotion.
The kiss is transformative, a fusion of apology, longing, and mutual recognition of their
shared resilience. Yrene's response is fervent, her grip on him conveying a need for

closeness that transcends words.

The chapter culminates in a powerful affirmation of their connection. Yrene’'s earlier
hurt fades as she loses herself in the kiss, her moan a declaration of surrender to the
moment. Chaol’s touch is both possessive and reverent, as if sealing a promise. The

scene underscores their emotional and physical synergy—Chaol’s ability to walk again



mirrored by their newfound intimacy. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of hope,

as two wounded souls find solace and strength in each other.



Chapter Forty

Chaol continues his recovery with Yrene's help, though his mobility remains limited.
While he can now walk with a cane and even engage in light sword training with
Hashim, running and more strenuous activities are still beyond his reach. Yrene
supervises his sessions, focusing on rebuilding his leg muscles. During one such
training, Chaol manages to land a few hits on Hashim, impressing Yrene, who later
surprises him with a passionate kiss in a secluded alcove. However, their moment is
interrupted by a servant, leaving Yrene embarrassed and prompting her to maintain

distance in the days that follow.

Despite the physical progress, Chaol grapples with the emotional weight of his
recovery. He considers telling Yrene that her efforts are already enough, as he’s
grateful for the mobility he’s regained. His thoughts drift to the impending war and his
desire to stand alongside his friends, even if it means fighting with limitations.
Meanwhile, Yrene remains cautious about their relationship, aware of the risks to her
reputation in the Torre and the palace. Chaol respects her boundaries, though his

attraction to her lingers, especially during their healing sessions.

The chapter shifts focus as Yrene reveals she’s orchestrated a birthday celebration
through Princess Hasar. By hinting at her desire to visit the desert, she manipulates
Hasar into hosting a party at the royal family’s oasis, Aksara. Yrene shares her unease
about the location, which is rumored to be built atop a city of the dead, potentially
hiding dangerous secrets. Chaol notes her scheming side but remains wary of the
oasis’s history, wondering if it holds the answers they seek about the Valg or other

threats.

As the chapter concludes, the tension between personal desires and looming dangers
becomes palpable. Chaol and Yrene’s relationship teeters between passion and

practicality, while the upcoming desert party introduces new uncertainties. The oasis’s



mysterious past adds a layer of intrigue, hinting at future revelations or perils. Their
individual struggles—Chaol’s acceptance of his limitations and Yrene’s balancing act
between duty and desire—mirror the broader stakes of their mission and the war on

the horizon.



Chapter Forty-One

The chapter opens with Sartag and Houlun spending over a week researching ancient
maps of the Dagul Fells, preparing for a dangerous mission into the territory of the
kharankui (spiders). The maps are vague, as few riders have dared to venture close
enough for detailed reconnaissance. The group faces internal conflict when Borte,
Houlun’s heir, is ordered to stay behind for the sake of their people’s bloodline.
Despite her outrage, Borte reluctantly complies, while Sartaq defiantly insists on

joining the mission, declaring he would refuse the crown if it meant avoiding battle.

The small team—Nesryn, Sartaqg, and Falkan (in mouse form)—departs on Kadara,
Sartaq’s ruk, after debating whether to bring a larger force. Houlun ultimately decides
a small group is best for stealth, with plans to send an army if they fail to return within
four days. As they approach the Fells, tension mounts; Nesryn feels the weight of the
impending danger, while Sartag remains silent and Falkan conserves his energy. The
mission’s stakes are high, as they aim to rescue stolen hatchlings and uncover the

spiders’ weaknesses.

During the flight, Nesryn and Sartaq engage in a revealing conversation about his
reluctance to marry and his views on the khaganate’s succession traditions. Sartaq
admits he has avoided arranged marriages, preferring a partner who shares his love
for adventure. He reflects on his sister Duva’s successful arranged marriage but
questions the competitive nature of his family’s succession. Nesryn probes further,
asking if he would ever abandon the tradition, to which Sartaqg muses that future rulers

might prioritize family over rivalry.

The chapter concludes with Nesryn expressing hesitation about dragging the rukhin
into war, now that she knows them personally. Sartaq reassures her, joking about
Borte’s competitive relationship with her betrothed, Yeran. The conversation shifts to

lighter topics, but the underlying tension of their mission lingers as they near the



spiders’ territory. The exchange highlights Nesryn’s growing attachment to the rukhin

and Sartaq’'s complex relationship with his royal duties.



Chapter Forty-Two

The chapter opens with Nesryn and Sartaqg crashing into a hidden net strung between
mountain peaks, a trap designed to ensnare their ruk, Kadara. During the violent
collision, Sartaqg shields Nesryn, taking the brunt of the impact as they are thrown from
the saddle. The scene is chaotic, with descriptions of twisting bodies, shattered shale,
and Kadara’'s desperate attempts to protect the hatchling in her talons. The pair
survive the fall but are left disoriented and injured, with Sartaq bearing the worst of

the wounds.

As they regain their bearings, Nesryn frantically frees herself and Sartaq from the
tangled saddle straps, relieved to find him alive despite his injuries. Meanwhile, Kadara
lies trapped in the nearly invisible webbing, her wings pinned. Sartaq and Nesryn rush
to cut her free, their urgency underscored by the hatchling’s absence—it had been
thrown during the crash. The tension mounts as they realize the hatchling is

vulnerable, its distressed cries echoing through the pass.

Their efforts to rescue Kadara are interrupted when the hatchling is suddenly attacked
by a monstrous creature, its spine brutally pierced. The gruesome death leaves Nesryn
and Sartaq horrified, the scene emphasizing the brutality of their unseen enemies.
With shadows closing in, Sartaq desperately commands Kadara to fly, but the injured
ruk struggles to rise. Nesryn readies her bow, preparing for a fight as the threat draws

nearer.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Nesryn and Sartaq facing imminent danger.
The loss of the hatchling and Kadara’s incapacitation heighten the stakes, leaving
them vulnerable in the treacherous pass. The narrative builds tension through visceral
action and emotional weight, setting the stage for a confrontation with the lurking
enemies. The chapter underscores themes of survival, sacrifice, and the harsh realities

of their journey.



Chapter Forty-Three

Chaol, now without his brace, is given a temperamental black mare named Farasha for
a desert-bound journey. Despite her name meaning "butterfly," the horse is fierce and
rebellious, testing Chaol's limits from the start. He suspects the royals intentionally
gave him a challenging horse but refuses to request a gentler one, determined not to
show weakness. Yrene, his companion, observes the horse's behavior with concern
while riding her own chestnut mare, both horses beautiful but not as stunning as the
Asterion stallion Chaol once received from Dorian—a bittersweet reminder of a past

life.

The chapter delves into Chaol's reflections on his lost stallion, left unnamed and likely
lost to the chaos of war. He wonders if Farasha senses his guilt over forgetting the
noble horse and resents him for it. Princess Hasar, leading the expedition, boasts
about the Muniqi breed's Fae ancestry and their adaptation to desert climates,
highlighting their speed and unique features like the *jibbah*, a sinus bulge aiding
their survival. Yrene remains neutral during Hasar's lecture, focusing on practical
preparations while Chaol admires her appearance—elegant in white and gold desert

attire.

The group sets off through Antica's bustling streets, slowed by narrow paths and the
oppressive heat. Hasar, impatient to showcase her riding skills, curses the delays,
while Chaol struggles to control Farasha, who snaps at bystanders. Yrene points out
the city's aqueducts and gardens, remnants of a conqueror who cherished the land. As
they exit the city, Hasar and others race ahead, leaving Chaol and Yrene with a slower
group. The reckless riding of some nobles damages the scrubland, sparking Chaol's

disapproval.

Ascending a rocky hill, the group prepares to water their horses before crossing the

dunes. Chaol notices the careless damage left by previous riders, including bloodied



bushes, and disapproves of their recklessness. The chapter ends with a sense of
anticipation as the remaining riders approach the cliff's edge, their companions
seemingly vanishing into the horizon. The journey underscores themes of resilience,
memory, and the contrast between Chaol's disciplined nature and the royals' indulgent

recklessness.



Chapter Forty-Four

The chapter opens with Yrene and Chaol arriving at a shaded oasis after a strenuous
journey, where the royal party is already enjoying the cool waters. Yrene observes the
luxurious setting, noting the absence of the rumored cave or city of the dead. The
atmosphere is relaxed, with servants and guards tending to the horses and
themselves. Renia’s revealing attire and the royals’ carefree demeanor highlight the
contrast between their world and the more rigid society Chaol comes from, setting the

stage for the chapter’s exploration of cultural differences and personal dynamics.

Yrene and Chaol retreat to their assigned tents, where she insists on examining his
physical condition after the long ride. Their playful banter and shared laughter reveal a
growing intimacy, though Yrene remains professionally focused on his well-being.
Chaol’s relief at her care underscores his trust in her, while Yrene’s concern for his
stiffness and reliance on his cane hints at deeper emotional stakes. The opulent tent,
filled with gold and luxury, serves as a backdrop for their quiet, charged interactions,

emphasizing the disparity between their surroundings and their personal struggles.

As they rejoin the group, Yrene feigns reluctance to bathe, suggesting a walk instead
to explore the jungle. This subtle deception allows them to distance themselves from
the royal party and continue their search for the hidden cave. Chaol reflects on the
freedom and openness of the khaganate’s nobility, contrasting it with the rigid
formality of Adarlan. Yrene’s hesitation and Chaol’s guilt over Kashin’s unrequited
feelings add tension, but their mutual determination to uncover the truth about the

oasis overrides these concerns.

During their walk, Chaol shares a memory of his childhood in Anielle, revealing a rare
personal detail about his past. Yrene’s careful questioning shows her growing interest
in his life beyond their current mission. The chapter closes with their bond deepening

amidst the lush jungle, as they navigate both the physical terrain and the emotional



complexities of their relationship. The oasis becomes a symbol of both respite and

discovery, blending adventure with introspection.



Chapter Forty-Five

The chapter opens with Yrene realizing the grave danger she’s in after pushing
Princess Hasar into a pool, an act that could have resulted in her execution. Chaos
erupts as guards draw their weapons, and Chaol immediately positions himself
protectively in front of Yrene, ready to fight. The tension peaks as Hasar emerges from
the water, furious and pointing accusingly at Yrene, who braces for the worst.
However, the situation takes an unexpected turn when Hasar’s lover, Renia, and Prince
Kashin burst into laughter, diffusing the tension and sparing Yrene and Chaol from

immediate harm.

Back in Yrene’s tent, Chaol grapples with his instinct to reprimand her for risking her
life, though he admires her courage. Yrene, still shaken, admits her actions were
reckless but refuses to regret standing up for Chaol against Hasar’s insults. Their
conversation shifts to lighter banter as Chaol teases her about her temper, drawing a
comparison to Aelin Galathynius. This mention of Aelin leads to a deeper discussion
about Chaol’s past relationship with her and the emotional complexities he faced when

she chose Prince Rowan over him.

Yrene probes gently into Chaol’s feelings, revealing her curiosity about his unresolved
emotions. Chaol reflects honestly on his past with Aelin, acknowledging the pain of
letting go but also the growth that came from it. He emphasizes the mutual respect
that eventually healed their rift, even as their paths diverged. This moment of
vulnerability strengthens the bond between Yrene and Chaol, showcasing their

deepening connection beyond the immediate crisis.

The chapter closes with Yrene and Chaol finding solace in each other’s company, their
shared ordeal and candid conversation solidifying their relationship. Yrene’s boldness
and Chaol’s protective instincts highlight their complementary personalities, while the

underlying theme of resilience and moving forward resonates throughout. The chapter



balances tension, humor, and emotional depth, leaving readers eager to see how their

dynamic will evolve in the face of future challenges.



Chapter Forty-Six

The chapter depicts an intimate and transformative moment between Yrene and
Chaol, where their physical and emotional connection deepens. Yrene reflects on how
their union has reshaped her, contrasting it with her previous unremarkable
experience with intimacy. She marvels at Chaol’s attentiveness to her pleasure and
the profound sense of safety and belonging he provides. The emotional weight of their
bond is further emphasized by Yrene’s realization that she has offered her heart to
him, symbolized by the thoughtful locket he gifted her, which bears her initials and

intricate designs of mountains and waves.

Yrene shares a pivotal story from her past, revealing how a mysterious stranger once
saved her from mercenaries in Innish and inspired her journey to Antica. The stranger,
a fierce and enigmatic woman, taught Yrene self-defense and left her with gold and a
valuable brooch to fund her passage and education at the Torre. This act of generosity
and the stranger’s words—urging Yrene to fight for her life and pursue her
desires—became a turning point in Yrene’s life. The encounter not only enabled her
escape but also instilled in her a sense of purpose, which she now fulfills by teaching

other women at the Torre.

The locket Chaol gave her holds a deeper significance, as Yrene reveals she keeps the
stranger’s note inside it. The note, which reads *“For wherever you need to go—and
then some. The world needs more healers,”* has served as a source of courage during
her struggles. Yrene’s gratitude toward the stranger is palpable, and she expresses
how the woman’s actions continue to inspire her to pay the kindness forward. Chaol,
moved by the story, acknowledges the stranger’s role in shaping Yrene’s life and

expresses his own gratitude for her influence.

The chapter closes with a tender moment between Yrene and Chaol, as he kisses her

and reaffirms their connection. Yrene’'s reflection on her past and the stranger’s



impact underscores themes of resilience, generosity, and the transformative power of
human kindness. The intertwining of her past and present highlights how acts of
compassion can ripple through time, shaping destinies and fostering deep emotional
bonds. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of warmth and hope, as Yrene and

Chaol’s relationship is strengthened by shared vulnerability and mutual appreciation.



Chapter Forty-Seven

Nesryn and Sartaq find themselves trapped in the narrow, labyrinthine pass between
the peaks of Dagul, pursued by the deadly kharankui spiders. The confined space
prevents Kadara, Sartaqg's ruk, from reaching them, forcing the pair to navigate the
treacherous terrain on foot. Despite the urgency, Sartaq's injuries slow their progress,
and Nesryn keeps Falkan, a hidden ally, concealed for a strategic moment. The
spiders' presence looms ominously, their webs and skittering sounds a constant
reminder of the impending danger. The fading light signals the approaching night,

heightening the urgency of their predicament.

As they press forward, the pass grows increasingly constricted, forcing them to
squeeze through tight gaps. Sartaq becomes wedged between rocks, his injuries
worsening as he struggles to free himself. Nesryn's attempts to help him are fraught
with desperation, compounded by the realization that the spiders are herding them
toward a grim fate. The tension escalates when the spiders' clicking claws grow louder,
their taunting voices echoing through the pass. Sartaq, resigned to their dire situation,

urges Nesryn to flee without him, but she refuses to abandon him.

In a heart-wrenching moment, Sartaq confesses his love for Nesryn, revealing that he
had admired her long before they met. His calm acceptance of their fate contrasts
sharply with Nesryn's frantic efforts to save him. Despite her pleas and struggles, the
spiders seize Sartaq, tearing him away from her grasp. The suddenness of his
disappearance leaves Nesryn devastated, her grief overwhelming as she faces the
reality of his loss. The chapter ends with her standing alone in the pass, tears blurring

her vision, as the spiders close in.

The chapter masterfully builds tension through its vivid descriptions of the
claustrophobic environment and the relentless pursuit of the kharankui. Nesryn's

determination and Sartaq's tragic sacrifice highlight the emotional stakes, while the



spiders' predatory cunning underscores the hopelessness of their situation. The raw
intensity of their final moments together leaves a lasting impact, setting the stage for

Nesryn's next steps in the face of overwhelming odds.



Chapter Forty-Eight

Nesryn awakens to the sensation of Falkan, a small creature, biting at the silk binding
her body. Disoriented and nauseous, she finds herself in a dimly lit stone passage, its
walls polished and covered in ancient carvings. Nearby lies Sartaqg, unconscious and
similarly wrapped in silk, his face crusted with blood. As Falkan works to free her,
Nesryn scans their surroundings, noting the eerie stiliness and the strange, smooth

rock formations that suggest they are no longer in the familiar mountain pass.

A menacing spider, larger and darker than the others, emerges and engages Nesryn in
conversation. The spider speaks in a lyrical voice, questioning their presence in the
forgotten place. Nesryn improvises a story about being sent by a merchant to trade,
hoping to buy time as Falkan continues chewing through the silk. The spider dismisses
the idea of trade, revealing a disdain for its northern kin who interact with mortals, and
instead boasts of its kind’s predatory nature. Nesryn’s hands tremble as she struggles

to maintain the ruse, fearing for Sartaq’s life.

The spider reveals that its kind waits for the return of their queen, pointing to a
carving on the wall depicting a cloaked figure. As Nesryn squints to make out the
details, the spider brushes away dirt to reveal the image of a woman with flowing hair
and a dress. The spider declares they await the Queen of the Valg, who is known in
this world as Maeve. This revelation shocks Nesryn, as it contradicts the earlier

assumption that the spiders served Erawan, another dark figure.

The chapter ends with the spider’s chilling proclamation about Maeve’s return, leaving
Nesryn to grapple with the implications. The encounter underscores the spiders’
loyalty to a far more ancient and terrifying power, while Nesryn and Falkan remain
trapped in a desperate race against time. The tension builds as the spider’s presence
looms, and the carved gate on the wall hints at a looming threat beyond their current

predicament.



Chapter Forty-Nine

In this chapter, Nesryn finds herself trapped by a mysterious spider-like creature who
reveals the shocking truth about Maeve, the supposed Queen of the Fae. The spider
claims Maeve is actually the Queen of the Valg, a dark and powerful race from another
world. Nesryn, desperate to buy time as her companion Falkan attempts to free her,
asks the spider to tell her the story of Maeve’s origins. The spider agrees, framing it as

a "gift" for Nesryn’s boldness, and begins a tale of deception and conquest.

The spider recounts how Maeve originated from a dark, cold world ruled by three Valg
kings—Orcus, Erawan, and another unnamed brother. Maeve, a queen of extraordinary
power, married Orcus but grew restless. Using her abilities, she discovered a way to
travel between worlds, eventually arriving in the Fae realm. She manipulated the
minds of the Fae rulers, Mab and Mora, making them believe she was their long-lost
sister. Over time, she erased all memory of her true identity, embedding herself as a

permanent fixture in Fae history.

When the Valg kings pursued Maeve across worlds, she disguised herself as a Fae
queen, using her knowledge of their strategies to wage war against them. She stole
their magical keys, which allowed travel between worlds, and banished two of the
kings, including Orcus. However, the third king, Erawan, escaped her grasp when the
fire-king Brannon intervened, taking the keys without fully realizing Maeve’s true
nature. The spider hints that Maeve’s dark power allowed her to manipulate even

Brannon’s perceptions.

The chapter ends with Nesryn piecing together the implications: Maeve is not Fae but
a Valg queen who has deceived an entire civilization for centuries. The spider’s tale
underscores Maeve’s cunning and the depth of her deception, leaving Nesryn—and the
reader—to grapple with the revelation that one of the most powerful figures in their

world is a hidden enemy. Meanwhile, Falkan’s slow progress in freeing Nesryn adds



tension, as time runs out for her escape.



Chapter Fifty

The chapter opens with Nesryn and Prince Sartaq trapped in a dire situation, bound by
the webbing of the monstrous *kharankui* spiders. Their ally, the shifter Falkan,
disguised as one of the spiders, aids their escape by cutting their bindings with his
claws, despite his own pain. As they free themselves, they retrieve their weapons and
learn of Maeve’s involvement, hinting at a larger conflict. The group flees through a
starlit mountain pass, pursued by the spiders, and Falkan guides them toward a

precarious slope, their only hope of reaching higher ground and potential safety.

Nesryn devises a plan to use fire against the spiders, recalling their vulnerability to
flames. With limited arrows and time, she and Sartaq hastily fashion flaming projectiles
using fabric from their clothing and pieces of his braid. As the spiders close in, Nesryn
fires the first arrow, causing chaos among their ranks. The spiders hesitate, distracted
by the fire, but the group remains trapped on the narrow peak. The tension escalates
as they prepare a second arrow, aware that their resources are dwindling and the

spiders are regrouping.

Falkan, sensing the direness of their situation, reveals a personal mission to Nesryn:
his long search for a lost niece, the only family he has left. He implores Nesryn to find
her and ensure she inherits his fortune, should he perish. This heartfelt moment is cut
short as the spiders advance, and Falkan makes the sacrificial decision to hold them
off, buying time for Nesryn and Sartaq. His bravery underscores the chapter’s themes

of loyalty and sacrifice, even as the odds seem insurmountable.

The chapter climaxes with Sartaq and Nesryn attempting a desperate escape down the
steep slope, their fate uncertain. As Falkan confronts the spiders, Sartaq suddenly
reacts to an unseen threat, shoving Nesryn to safety. The chapter ends on a
cliffhanger, leaving the reader in suspense about the trio’s survival and the

consequences of Falkan’s sacrifice. The action-packed sequence, combined with



emotional depth, drives the narrative forward while setting the stage for the next

confrontation.



Chapter Fifty-One

The chapter opens with a dramatic battle scene as Borte and her ruk, Arcas, dive
toward the kharankui (spider-like creatures) in the pass below. Blood spills from the
creatures as Borte's battle cry echoes off the stones. The tension escalates when
Kadara and two other ruks arrive, one carrying Yeran, a young man whose presence
stirs emotion in Sartaq. The scene is chaotic, with Borte fiercely cutting through the
kharankui ranks, while Kadara, though bloodied, remains steadfast. The arrival of

reinforcements signals a turning point in the conflict.

Amid the chaos, Sartaq and Nesryn are rescued by a massive ruk, its talons lifting
them into the night sky. The wind roars around them as Kadara guards their rear.
Nesryn glimpses Borte and Yeran soaring upward, the latter carrying a limp, dark form
in his ruk's claws. Borte, undeterred, fires a flaming arrow into the sky as a signal. This
ignites a coordinated attack, with countless ruk riders appearing and unleashing a

barrage of flaming arrows upon the kharankui and their webs, setting the night ablaze.

The battlefield below transforms into a sea of fire, with smoke and screams rising from
the peaks. The ruks veer northward, carrying Nesryn and Sartaq to safety. Despite his
gruesome wounds and exhaustion, Sartaq manages a faint smile, his relief palpable.
Nesryn, shaken but resolute, meets his gaze and returns the smile. The moment
between them is tender, underscored by the unspoken words Sartaq had earlier

confessed, which linger in the air between them.

As the chapter concludes, the Dagul Fells continue to burn, a testament to the fierce
battle and the riders' victory. The flames illuminate the night, marking the end of the
confrontation but also symbolizing the enduring resolve of the characters. Nesryn and
Sartaq, though physically and emotionally drained, share a quiet connection amidst
the devastation, hinting at deeper emotions that will likely unfold in the chapters to

come.



Chapter Fifty-Two

Chaol and Yrene hastily return to Antica at dawn, leaving a note for Princess Hasar
about a fabricated medical emergency. Despite physical discomfort from their previous
night's intimacy and the arduous ride, they prioritize reaching the palace to investigate
a critical discovery about the healers. Their playful banter and mutual concern
highlight their deepening relationship, even as Chaol struggles with his injuries. The
tension between urgency and exhaustion sets the tone for the chapter, underscoring

their determination to uncover the truth.

Upon arriving at the palace, they find their suite ransacked, with furniture destroyed
and belongings scattered. Fear grips Chaol as he initially suspects Nesryn might be in
danger, but no evidence of violence is found. The meticulous search of their rooms
suggests the intruders were looking for something specific, likely the scrolls and books
related to their investigation. Yrene's immediate suspicion falls on Kadja, their servant,

though Chaol remains more cautious, emphasizing the need to preserve evidence.

Yrene confronts Kadja, questioning her alibi and implying she may have facilitated the
break-in. Chaol intervenes, dismissing the servant to avoid further distress while
acknowledging her family ties. The dynamic between Yrene's sharp skepticism and
Chaol's measured approach reflects their differing perspectives on trust and loyalty.
The scene intensifies as they realize the intruders may have stolen crucial research,

threatening their mission to expose the healers' secrets.

The chapter ends on a note of frustration and urgency as Yrene and Chaol assess the
damage, their earlier joy replaced by grim resolve. The theft of their materials forces
them to confront the possibility of betrayal or surveillance within the palace. Their
partnership is tested as they balance personal emotions with the larger stakes of their
investigation, setting the stage for further conflict and discovery in the coming

chapters.



Chapter Fifty-Three

Yrene storms into the Torre, agitated after discovering her and Chaol's room
ransacked, sensing their investigation into ancient secrets has drawn dangerous
attention. Clutching a mysterious scroll and a locket from Chaol, she confronts Hafiza,
the Healer on High, in her workshop. Their conversation quickly shifts from playful
teasing about Yrene's romantic involvement with Chaol to the gravity of their
discoveries. Yrene reveals their theory that the healers of the Torre may have been
strategically placed to combat the Valg, a demonic force threatening their world,

hinting at a deeper, hidden history.

Hafiza's demeanor shifts from amusement to alarm as Yrene explains the scope of the
threat—demons amassing on their continent, far beyond human adversaries. Yrene
presents the scroll, hoping Hafiza can decipher its cryptic language, but the Healer on
High admits she cannot read it. However, Hafiza recalls a locked cabinet containing
ancient tomes marked with similar symbols, long deemed too dangerous for human
eyes. The revelation suggests the scroll and these forbidden texts may hold critical

knowledge worth killing to suppress.

Yrene presses Hafiza to consider sending the scroll and locked books to Aelin
Galathynius, who can read the mysterious Wyrdmarks. Hafiza hesitates, weighing the
risks of unleashing such knowledge against the urgency of the looming threat. The
chapter underscores the tension between preserving dangerous secrets and acting to
prevent catastrophe, as Yrene argues time is running out. Hafiza's internal conflict

mirrors the broader stakes: the healers' legacy may be pivotal in the coming war.

The chapter closes with Hafiza retreating into thought, leaving Yrene anxious for a
decision. The encounter highlights the Torre's hidden role in a larger conflict, blending
personal stakes with epic consequences. Yrene's determination to uncover the truth

clashes with Hafiza's caution, setting the stage for a pivotal choice that could alter



their world's fate. The narrative weaves together mystery, romance, and impending
doom, deepening the intrigue around the healers' origins and their potential weapon

against the Valg.



Chapter Fifty-Four

Chaol awakens in severe pain after overexerting himself the previous day, his back
agony rendering him nearly immobile. Despite his discomfort, he resists summoning
Yrene, the healer treating his spinal injury, due to both the unsafe conditions of his
suite and his guilt over betraying Nesryn’s trust. When he attempts to move, panic
sets in as he fears his progress has reversed, but Yrene arrives unexpectedly,
assessing his condition with her usual calm demeanor. She quickly identifies his
mistake—using heat instead of ice for his strained muscles—and prepares to

intervene.

Yrene reveals her plan to confront the darkness within Chaol’s spine once and for all,
determined to end his suffering that day. Though Chaol worries about the physical and
emotional toll this may take on both of them, he agrees, trusting her expertise. Yrene
explains she has a theory to test, one only possible with Chaol due to his unique
condition—his body’s taint from Valg magic. As she begins the healing process, Chaol

braces for the pain, knowing this will be their most intense session yet.

The chapter shifts to Yrene’s perspective as she delves into Chaol’s body, her magic
clashing violently with the lingering Valg corruption. The darkness fights back, a
malevolent force of rot and hatred, but Yrene refuses to retreat. She pours all her
strength into the battle, even as Chaol screams in agony above her. The narrative
emphasizes her resolve and the high stakes of their struggle, with Yrene determined to

purge the evil that has plagued Chaol for so long.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Yrene and the Valg darkness locked in a brutal
confrontation. Her final thought—*I know what you are*—hints at a deeper
understanding of the enemy she faces. The outcome remains uncertain, but Yrene’'s
unwavering courage and Chaol’s endurance underscore their shared commitment to

defeating the darkness, no matter the cost. The stage is set for a pivotal resolution in



their ongoing battle against the corruption within him.



Chapter Fifty-Five

The chapter delves into the protagonist's intense emotional and psychological torment
as he grapples with feelings of worthlessness and betrayal. Overwhelmed by agony, he
descends into a metaphorical pit of despair, where he confronts his past failures and
broken promises. Visions of his family, particularly his father's disappointment, haunt
him, emphasizing his perceived inadequacies. The recurring refrain of "nothing"
underscores his deep self-loathing and sense of futility, setting the tone for his internal

struggle.

His anguish is compounded by memories of Aelin, the woman he loved but now
resents. He reflects on how he sacrificed his honor and vows for her, only to feel
abandoned and betrayed. Aelin's transformation into Celaena Sardothien and her
subsequent alliance with a Fae Prince amplify his bitterness. The vivid imagery of her
lounging with the prince, exuding ease and completion, contrasts sharply with his own

fractured state, fueling his hatred and sense of injustice.

The protagonist's resentment extends to Aelin's violent actions, particularly her
murder of Archer Finn, which he witnhesses in his mind's eye. This moment symbolizes
the shattering of their relationship and his own identity. Despite his efforts to protect
her, he feels she has discarded him, leaving him to confront his failures alone. Her
declaration that he will always be her enemy reinforces his isolation and the

irreversible rift between them.

Amidst the darkness, a glimmer of hope emerges in the form of Yrene, a figure he
hadn't anticipated but who represents a chance for redemption. Yet, even here, he
feels he has failed, unable to reconcile his past actions with his desire for a fresh start.
The chapter closes with his unresolved guilt and the weight of his mistakes, leaving his

future uncertain but hinting at the possibility of growth beyond his current despair.



Chapter Fifty-Six

The chapter opens with Chaol and Yrene confronting a profound darkness, embodying
both agony and joy. Chaol, unafraid, faces it with a smile, embracing the
transformation it represents. In a pivotal moment, he touches and kisses the darkness,
causing it to retreat. Yrene then guides them upward, bursting into daylight, where
Chaol discovers his paralysis has vanished. The healing is complete, leaving him pain-
free and marveling at his restored mobility, while Yrene, though exhausted, shares in

his triumph.

Chaol’s physical healing is matched by an emotional breakthrough. He embraces
Yrene, overwhelmed by gratitude and newfound lightness. Despite her fatigue, she
warns him to remain cautious as his body adjusts. Their playful banter hints at deeper
intimacy, and Chaol’s curiosity about his recovery is met with Yrene’s teasing evasion.
The scene shifts to Chaol bathing, where Yrene joins him, their desire for one another

undeniable. Their passionate reunion symbolizes both physical and emotional renewal.

Their connection deepens as they spend hours together, missing meals and indulging
in each other. Yrene reflects on Chaol’s transformation, noting how his healed soul
mirrors his restored body. As they lie together, Chaol recalls Yrene’s confession of love
during their ordeal. He confirms his own feelings, revealing he has loved her since
their first meeting, when she saw him beyond his injury. Yrene’s playful deflection

masks her profound emotion, but her sincerity is clear as she traces his scar.

The chapter closes with their mutual declarations of love, underscoring their journey
from healer and patient to equals bound by deep affection. Chaol’s acknowledgment of
Yrene's impact—how she awakened him—highlights the chapter’'s theme of rebirth.
Their physical and emotional healing intertwine, leaving them both transformed. The
intimacy of their conversation, paired with their earlier passion, cements their

relationship as the heart of the chapter, offering a resolution to their shared struggles.



Chapter Fifty-Seven

The chapter opens with the chaotic return of the group to the Eridun aerie, where
tensions run high. Falkan, barely alive in his spider form, causes panic among the ruks
until Houlun intervenes. Sartaq, despite his injuries, embraces Kadara and Borte, the
latter covered in blood but triumphant. Yeran reveals that Borte convinced him to join
her dangerous mission, showcasing their complex, teasing relationship. The dynamics
between characters—especially Borte’s defiance and Houlun’s simmering

anger—highlight the clan’s rigid hierarchies and personal loyalties.

As the group settles, emotional reunions unfold. Nesryn stays close to the unconscious
Falkan, distrusting the ruks’ restraint. Borte and Yeran exchange sharp banter, hinting
at deeper affection beneath their rivalry. When Sartaq nearly collapses, Nesryn
catches him, and their mutual embrace reveals unspoken feelings. Their tender
moment is interrupted as Falkan shifts back to human form, battered but alive. Sartaq

comforts a tearful Nesryn, their bond solidified by shared trauma and survival.

Two days later, the Council of Clans gathers at dawn. Nesryn and Sartaq, now rested
and bandaged, stand together before the assembled hearth-mothers and captains.
Falkan, though injured, watches intently as Sartaq warns of the kharankui’'s resurgence
and a darker threat looming. Nesryn steps forward, her voice steady as she reveals
their discoveries in the Pass of Dagul. She speaks of a demonic army in the north,

urging unity across all lands to avert doom. The weight of her words silences the hall.

The chapter culminates with Nesryn unveiling the full history of Erawan and Maev,
though the details are left ominously unfinished. The gravity of her message—calling
for unprecedented alliance against a supernatural enemy—hangs over the clan
leaders. Sartaq’s subtle touch reassures her, symbolizing their shared resolve. The
chapter ends on a cliffhanger, setting the stage for a pivotal confrontation and the

challenges of uniting fractured peoples against a common, existential threat.



Chapter Fifty-Eight

Yrene and Chaol spend a leisurely morning together, discussing the ancient books
Hafiza may provide and their potential significance in understanding the Valg. Chaol
reflects on Aelin Galathynius's past discoveries and the possibility that divine
intervention shielded these texts from the king's purges. Their conversation shifts to
the Valg's nature, with Yrene drawing parallels between the demons and parasites,
hinting at a deeper connection yet to be explored. The relaxed atmosphere contrasts
with the weight of their shared history and the unresolved mysteries surrounding the

Valg threat.

Chaol opens up about his past, recounting Aelin's true identity and the tragic events
involving Dorian and the Valg prince. Yrene's admiration for Chaol grows as she
witnesses his vulnerability and growth. Their discussion turns to the king's fate,
revealing how Aelin and Dorian used fire to purge the Valg from him, though the king
did not survive. This leads Yrene to ponder the mechanics of Valg possession and the
potential for healing, drawing from her medical knowledge and observations of Chaol's

own struggles with the darkness.

Yrene shares her groundbreaking theory: the Valg are parasitic entities that infect their
hosts, much like tapeworms. She explains how her own emotional struggles mirrored
this parasitic relationship, leading her to confront and expel her inner darkness. Chaol
listens intently as Yrene describes her healing process, emphasizing the role of light
and purification. The conversation takes a hopeful turn as Yrene suggests that her
healing gifts could potentially free those possessed by the Valg, offering a new weapon

against Erawan's forces.

The chapter concludes with Chaol and Yrene considering the implications of her
discovery. While excited by the possibility of saving infected individuals, they

acknowledge the risks involved, especially given Erawan's interest in eliminating



Yrene. Chaol speculates that Aelin's previous actions may have alerted Erawan to this
vulnerability. The pair recognizes the need for further testing and collaboration with
Aelin and Dorian, setting the stage for a potential turning point in their battle against

the Valg.



Chapter Fifty-Nine

Chaol receives news about a pivotal naval battle between Aelin and Maeve, delivered
by the smug Princess Hasar. Though initially furious and half-dressed, he controls his
temper as Hasar reveals that Maeve’s forces were decisively defeated. A third of
Maeve’s armada, flying Whitethorn banners, switched sides to join Terrasen’s fleet.
Dorian fought alongside Rowan, and wyverns led by Manon Blackbeak unexpectedly
aided Aelin’s forces. Chaol is relieved but remains tense, piecing together the

implications of this victory for the war’s trajectory.

The battle’s details emerge: Dorian and Rowan wielded ice, wind, and water magic,
while Lysandra’s shape-shifting abilities were also noted. Notably absent were Aelin’s
flames and Maeve’s dark powers, though fleeting sightings of both were reported
onshore. Chaol deduces that Aelin likely drew Maeve away from the fleet to minimize
casualties and unleash her full power. Hasar confirms Aelin’s survival and her
armada’s northward journey, possibly toward Terrasen. Chaol offers silent gratitude to
the gods for sparing Dorian and Aelin, though the uncertainty of Maeve’s whereabouts

lingers.

Hasar drops another bombshell: Aelin has called in debts from the Silent Assassins of
the Red Desert and Wendlyn, the latter sending its entire armada under Crown Prince
Galan. Chaol is overwhelmed by the scale of Aelin’s alliances, his emotions raw as he
exchanges a hopeful glance with Yrene. Hasar muses on the widespread belief in
Aelin’s vision, hinting at the queen’s ability to inspire loyalty across kingdoms. The
revelation underscores Aelin’s strategic brilliance and the growing coalition against

their enemies.

The chapter closes with Hasar revealing Aelin’s message to her: a promise of “a better
world.” This simple yet profound statement encapsulates Aelin’s rallying cry and the

hope she represents. Chaol, though shaken, recognizes the magnitude of Aelin’s



influence and the unity she has forged. The chapter highlights pivotal victories,
strategic alliances, and the enduring theme of hope amidst war, setting the stage for

the conflicts and collaborations to come.



Chapter Sixty

Chaol and Yrene rush through Antica’s bustling streets, driven by a renewed sense of
purpose after learning of Aelin’s army. Chaol is determined to convince the khagan to
join their cause, seeing it as a crucial opportunity to turn the tide of war. Despite the
daunting odds, he resolves to make one final appeal, even if it means crawling before
the ruler. Their immediate goal, however, is to seek out Hafiza, the Healer on High,
and access the Torre’s hidden knowledge, which they believe could be a more

powerful weapon than any army.

As they ascend the Torre’s endless stairs, their playful banter reveals their deep
connection, with Yrene proudly claiming Chaol as her own. Yet, the reality of leaving
Antica weighs on her, stirring bittersweet emotions about the life she’ll leave behind.
Chaol’s reassuring touch reminds her that while she’ll miss this place, their future
together holds its own promise. Their lighthearted moment is cut short when they
discover Hafiza’s workroom empty, despite witnesses insisting she never left. Yrene’s

unease grows as she searches nearby rooms, finding no trace of the Healer on High.

Yrene’'s anxiety peaks when she finds Hafiza’s iron key slipped under her own door—a
deliberate act suggesting the Healer on High anticipated danger. Chaol, alert and
armed, recognizes the urgency of the situation and insists on notifying the guards.
Yrene battles panic, fearing her actions may have endangered Hafiza, but she forces
herself to stay composed. Together, they race down the Torre, questioning everyone
they meet, only to receive the same frustrating answer: Hafiza was last seen in her

workroom, yet she has vanished without a trace.

Chaol’s instincts tell him something sinister is unfolding, and Yrene’s dread mirrors his
suspicion. Despite organizing a search party, they know time is of the essence. The
chapter ends on a tense note as they scour the Torre’s vast complex, their hope

dwindling with each unanswered query. The mystery of Hafiza’s disappearance looms



large, hinting at darker forces at play and setting the stage for a perilous investigation.



Chapter Sixty-One

Yrene and Chaol descend deep into the library, meticulously counting steps and
scanning every corner for signs of danger. The atmosphere grows increasingly eerie as
they move through dimly lit halls, past ancient scrolls and stone alcoves, until they
reach a secluded underground passage. A lone candle marks the entrance to a tunnel,
its open door and disturbed dirt suggesting recent activity. Despite the obvious trap,

they proceed cautiously, united in their resolve to face whatever lies ahead.

The tunnel leads them into a vast, golden-lit chamber filled with the treasures of an
ancient empire—golden artifacts, suits of armor, and stone sarcophagi. At the far end,
they discover the Healer on High bound and gagged on a golden throne, with Duva,
the khagan’s daughter, standing beside her. Duva’s unnatural smile reveals her true
identity as Valg, a malevolent force. The scene confirms their fears: the Healer on High

was merely bait to lure them into a carefully laid trap.

Chaol recognizes the danger immediately but remains determined to rescue the
Healer on High. Yrene, though terrified, refuses to stay behind, insisting they face the
threat together. Their silent, cautious advance through the tunnel underscores the
tension, as they anticipate an ambush. The golden light in the chamber, initially
deceptive, ultimately reveals a horrifying truth—Duva’s possession by the Valg, a twist

that heightens the stakes.

The chapter culminates in a chilling confrontation, with Duva’s Valg-controlled
presence sighaling a deeper conspiracy. The discovery of the hidden tomb and its
treasures suggests a connection to the ancient empire’s secrets, while the Healer on
High’s captivity underscores the Valg’s ruthlessness. Yrene and Chaol’s unity in the
face of this threat sets the stage for a perilous showdown, leaving readers anticipating

the next move in their desperate struggle against the Valg’s dark influence.



Chapter Sixty-Two

The chapter opens with Chaol and Yrene confronting Princess Duva, who is possessed
by a Valg demon in a vast underground necropolis. Duva taunts them for taking so
long to discover her true nature, revealing her pregnancy as a shield against suspicion.
Chaol quickly assesses their dire situation: a Valg-controlled princess, the captive
Healer on High, and Yrene as potential targets. Duva coldly presents them with a cruel
choice—forcing them to decide who among the three will survive, while tracing a knife

over her womb in a menacing display.

Duva reveals her Valg-infested state and recounts how she manipulated events,

including the murder of her sister Tumelun, whom she pushed off a balcony to silence
her suspicions. She explains how the Valg's influence began with a hidden Wyrdstone
ring gifted by Perrington, which Duva unknowingly accepted during her wedding. The
princess mocks their ignorance, emphasizing how her gentle reputation made her the
perfect vessel for the Valg's schemes. Yrene, horrified by the revelations, struggles to

contain her rage as Duva relishes her cruelty.

The possessed princess unveils the Valg’'s broader agenda: targeting Yrene due to her
rare healing powers, which pose a threat to the Dark King Erawan. Duva explains that
Maeve, the Fae queen, hoarded healers to protect herself, while renegade Fae in the
southern lands cultivated their own defenses. Yrene’s arrival in the Torre marked her
as a key player in this ancient conflict, prompting Erawan to send Duva to eliminate
her. Chaol realizes the gravity of Yrene’s role—she represents hope against the Valg’s

darkness, a truth that terrifies their enemies.

As tension mounts, Yrene demands to know Duva’s ultimate goal, to which the Valg
simply replies, “You.” The chapter underscores the high stakes: Yrene’s power could
turn the tide against the Valg, but her presence has already brought devastation.

Chaol recognizes the weight of their fight—not just for their survival, but for the future



of their world. The confrontation leaves Yrene grappling with guilt, while Chaol sees
her as a beacon of hope amidst the encroaching darkness. The chapter ends with an

unspoken resolve between them, setting the stage for a pivotal struggle.



Chapter Sixty-Three

The chapter opens with Chaol experiencing excruciating pain as his spine is brutally
attacked by Duva's dark magic, leaving him paralyzed once more. Despite his agony,
his primary concern is Yrene's safety as she faces imminent danger from the
possessed princess. Duva taunts them, revealing her intent to either kill Chaol or force
Yrene to wear a cursed ring. Yrene, desperate and unarmed, grabs Chaol's sword but
quickly realizes its futility against Duva's power, leading her to flee into the treasure-

filled labyrinth with Duva in pursuit.

Yrene's escape is fraught with peril as Duva's magic shatters the environment around
her, sending debris flying. Though Yrene manages to grab a short-sword, she is
outmatched and eventually cornered. A blow to the head disorients her, but she fights
to stay conscious. When Duva captures her, Yrene is forced to witness Chaol's
agonizing attempt to crawl toward her, his body failing him. Duva sadistically offers
them a choice: watch each other die or submit to the ring's curse, heightening the

chapter's tension.

In a moment of defiance, Yrene fights back, stomping on Duva's foot and striking her
with her elbow, momentarily stunning the princess. Seizing the opportunity, Yrene
grabs Chaol's dagger and prepares to kill Duva, wrestling with her oath to preserve life
versus the need to save Chaol. The internal conflict is palpable as she hesitates, aware
that Duva's unborn child complicates the moral dilemma. Chaol, bleeding and near
death, pleads with her, adding to her turmoil as she weighs the consequences of

taking a life.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger as Yrene, dagger poised over Duva's throat,
grapples with her decision. Her tears and Chaol's deteriorating condition underscore
the dire stakes. The narrative leaves readers questioning whether Yrene will break her

oath to save Chaol or if another solution will emerge. The emotional and physical



battles intertwine, highlighting the characters' desperation and the brutal choices they

face in this life-or-death confrontation.



Chapter Sixty-Four

Chaol awakens to a body that aches but is whole, breathing without pain as Yrene
helps him sit up. Nesryn and Sartaq arrive, bearing signs of recent struggle, with the
prince’s braid cut short and Nesryn clad in ruk leathers. They explain how they
followed Chaol’s note and were guided by mysterious cats through the tunnels. The
healers, who accompanied them in large numbers, begin to disperse, their expressions
grave, while Eretia tends to Hafiza, who is frail but alive. The group’s reunion is

marked by relief and unspoken tension.

The focus shifts to Duva, unconscious on the floor, with Hafiza assuring Sartaq that his
sister will remain asleep despite her Valg ring. Yrene’s decision to spare Duva earns
quiet gratitude from Sartaq, but Chaol soon notices Yrene’s injury and demands she be
treated. Eretia’s sharp retorts and Hafiza’s wry humor lighten the mood momentarily,
but the conversation takes a serious turn as Hafiza reveals the cost of saving Chaol’s

life: a life-bond between him and Yrene, tethering their fates together.

Hafiza explains that while the bond stabilizes Chaol’s spine, allowing him to walk when
Yrene’s magic is strong, his mobility will fluctuate with her energy levels. On difficult
days, he may need a cane or wheelchair, as the spinal damage remains irreversible.
Chaol reassures Yrene, emphasizing that his worth is not diminished by these
limitations. Yrene, however, is devastated, having hoped to fully heal him, but Chaol

comforts her, insisting she has already healed him in the ways that truly matter.

The chapter concludes with Hafiza revealing the final condition of the life-bond: when
death comes, it will claim both Chaol and Yrene together. Despite this somber
revelation, Yrene shows no fear, her golden eyes reflecting resolve rather than sorrow.
The bond, while carrying a heavy price, also symbolizes their unbreakable connection,
leaving them to face the future as one. The scene closes with a sense of acceptance

and unity, underscoring the depth of their sacrifice and devotion.



Chapter Sixty-Five

Yrene, a healer with magical abilities, attempts to remove a corrupting Valg demon
from Princess Duva by extracting a cursed ring. As she touches the ring, she
encounters a darkness far more potent than anything she’s faced before, described as
an "inky pool of blackness" that warps reality. With Chaol’s silent support, she steels
herself to confront the evil, but the moment the ring is removed, Duva begins
screaming and thrashing violently, held down by her brothers. The scene is tense, with
the khagan and other onlookers reacting with alarm, while Yrene remains focused on

her task.

The Valg demon within Duva is revealed to be a parasitic entity, deeply embedded in
the princess’s mind and blood. Yrene’s magic flares as she prepares to confront it, her
hands glowing with white light that acts as a protective barrier. The demon senses her
approach and panics, causing Duva’s body to convulse uncontrollably. Despite the
chaos, Yrene remains determined, guided by an invisible force as she places her hands
on Duva’s chest. A brilliant light erupts, momentarily blinding those present before
being absorbed into the princess, pulling Yrene into a metaphysical battle within

Duva’s body.

Inside Duva, Yrene confronts the Valg demon in a dark, storm-like realm. The entity is
ancient and malevolent, taunting her with threats of doom. Yrene responds by
unleashing her healing magic in a torrent of white light, systematically purging the
corruption from Duva’s veins and mind. The demon fights back, but Yrene's resolve is
unshaken, bolstered by Chaol’s comforting presence. Meanwhile, a blacksmith
destroys the ring, revealing a black stone at its core, which further enrages the demon.
The battle is grueling, with Yrene pushing her limits to cleanse every trace of the

Valg’s influence.



In the final confrontation, Yrene faces the demon’s true form—a grotesque,
otherworldly creature with slick gray skin and piercing dark eyes. It mockingly reveals
itself as a Valg princess, warning that its sisters will come for Yrene. Undeterred, Yrene
condemns the demon’s cowardice and obliterates it with her magic. As the last
remnants of darkness are destroyed, Yrene collapses, exhausted but victorious. The
chapter ends with Chaol and others rushing to her aid, leaving the aftermath of the

battle and the demon’s ominous warning hanging in the air.



Chapter Sixty-Six

Nesryn, exhausted yet unable to rest, finds herself drawn to Kadara’s minaret after the
group’s return to Antica. She deliberately avoids Chaol and Yrene’s reunion,
understanding their need for privacy after Chaol’s near-death experience. As she
contemplates finding new quarters for herself and her companions—including Borte
and Falkan, who joined them—a page delivers a letter from her uncle. The message,
dated two weeks prior, causes her hands to tremble before she races up the minaret

stairs, urgency propelling her forward.

Upon reading the letter, Nesryn swiftly mounts her ruk, Salkhi, and flies to her uncle’s
home in the Runni Quarter. The ruk’s dramatic arrival stirs awe and fear among the
onlookers. When her family bursts through the gates—her father standing at the
forefront—Nesryn collapses to her knees, overwhelmed with emotion. The reunion is
tearful and joyous, with her family recounting their perilous journey to Antica and their
decision to stay during the war. Nesryn’s bond with Salkhi, whom she claimed as her

own after his previous rider’'s death, symbolizes her newfound strength and identity.

Two hours later, Prince Sartaq arrives, drawn by the commotion caused by the ruks in
the street. He greets Nesryn’s father with respect, causing Sayed Faliq visible shock.
The children’s exuberant reaction to Kadara and Salkhi lightens the mood, with even
Nesryn’s sister, Delara, momentarily forgetting her embarrassment in the presence of
the prince. Sartaq’s unexpected visit and warm interaction with her family stir deep
emotions in Nesryn, hinting at their growing connection. Delara’s teasing glance and

Nesryn’s playful response underscore the familial bonds and Nesryn’s personal growth.

The chapter culminates in a blend of personal and political significance. Nesryn’s
reunion with her family reaffirms her roots, while Sartaq’s presence signals his support
and the deepening alliance between them. The children’s reverence for the ruks

mirrors Nesryn’s own journey from uncertainty to confidence. The scene captures a



moment of respite and joy amidst the looming war, highlighting themes of family,
identity, and the bonds forged through shared trials. The chapter ends on a hopeful

note, with Nesryn poised between her past and her future.



Chapter Sixty-Seven

Yrene stands on the deck of a ship at dawn, preparing to leave Antica for her
homeland. As the city stirs to life, she takes in the familiar sights—the minarets, the
shining quarters, and the Torre Cesme—one last time. The autumn winds whip the
seas, and the ship bobs beneath her, marking the beginning of her journey home.
Despite the bustling activity around her, Yrene remains lost in thought, reflecting on

her time in Antica and the uncertain future that awaits her across the Narrow Sea.

Before departing, Yrene shares a poignant farewell with Prince Kashin, who arrives just
as she is about to board. Their conversation reveals lingering pain but also mutual
understanding and friendship. Kashin expresses regret for past words but gratitude for
their bond, hinting at his own future freedom now that his brother Sartaq is the heir.
Yrene thanks him for his kindness, and their parting is bittersweet, filled with unspoken

emotions and the hope of meeting again.

As the ship sets sail, Yrene remains on deck, watching Antica shrink into the distance.
The Torre Cesme, a symbol of hope and calm, stands tall against the morning sky, its
white stones glinting in the sunlight. Yrene wonders if she will ever return, knowing the
war that lies ahead. The wind, as if blessed by the gods, propels them forward,
carrying her toward an uncertain destiny. The city’s sights, sounds, and scents linger

in her memory as she braces herself for the challenges to come.

The chapter closes with Yrene’s unwavering gaze on the horizon, even as Antica fades
from view. The Torre Cesme remains a distant beacon, its presence a comforting
farewell. The journey home is fraught with emotion and anticipation, as Yrene and her
companions prepare to face the looming conflict. The imagery of the tower, like an
upraised arm, underscores the themes of departure, resilience, and the enduring

bonds forged in Antica.



Chapter Sixty-Eight

Chaol Westfall and Yrene Towers, now married as the Westfalls, are aboard a ship
traveling north along the continent's coast after their delayed departure from Antica.
Despite initial seasickness, Chaol has adapted to the voyage, aided by Yrene's healing
skills. The couple reflects on their recent wedding, a small but joyous ceremony
followed by a lavish feast hosted by Princess Hasar. Their journey is part of a larger
mission, though there is no sign of Aelin's armada yet. The chapter highlights their
tender relationship, with Chaol often teasing Yrene about her new title, "Lady

Westfall," which she finds amusing yet endearing.

Yrene and Chaol's physical and emotional healing journeys are intertwined. After
Yrene's successful treatment of Chaol's spinal injury, he has regained the ability to
walk with minimal discomfort, though he keeps his cane nearby. Their shared
resilience is evident as they cherish each small victory, from Chaol's improved mobility
to their playful banter. The chapter underscores their deep connection, with Yrene
recognizing Chaol's footsteps and leaning into his embrace without hesitation. Their
love is portrayed as a source of strength, especially as they face the uncertainties of

war ahead.

The couple's lighthearted moments contrast with the looming conflict. Chaol recalls
bringing a shredded gold couch aboard the ship, a whimsical yet meaningful gesture,
while Yrene teases him about his attachment to it. Their horses, gifts from Princess
Hasar, add a touch of humor—Farasha, Chaol's fiery mare, is a handful for the crew.
Amidst the warmth of their relationship, Yrene reflects on her past, symbolized by a
locket containing a note that once gave her courage. She no longer feels alone, having

found her purpose and partner in Chaol.

The chapter culminates in a poignant revelation when Chaol recognizes the

handwriting on Yrene's locket note—it matches his own. The note, which reads, "For



wherever you need to go—and then some. The world needs more healers," hints at a
deeper connection between their pasts. Yrene's journey from a frightened healer to a
confident wife and ally is mirrored in Chaol's growth from a disabled warrior to a man
embracing love and hope. The moment is charged with emotion, leaving the reader

curious about the implications of this discovery for their future and the war ahead.



