A Court of Silver Flames

Nesta Archeron has always been prickly—proud, swift to anger, and slow to
forgive. And ever since the war, she's struggled to find a place for herself in a world

that no longer fits the sharp edges of who she's become.

Haunted by her past and the horrors she faced, Nesta is forced into training and self-
discovery under the watchful eye of Cassian—the battle-hardened warrior of the Night

Court who's always been more than just a sparring partner.

As she trains, heals, and forms unexpected bonds, Nesta finds strength in sisterhood
and a fiery, slow-burning romance that could set the world ablaze. But when a new
threat rises, Nesta and Cassian must face both their inner demons and ancient

enemies that seek to destroy everything they love.

A Court of Silver Flames is a powerful, sexy, and emotionally raw installment in the
A Court of Thorns and Roses series—this time told through Nesta’s fierce,

unforgettable voice.

Chapter One

Cassian, a battle-hardened warrior, hesitates outside Nesta’s dilapidated apartment in
Velaris, conflicted by his mission to fetch her for Feyre. Despite his combat experience,
he finds himself unnerved by the prospect of facing Nesta, who lives in a rundown
building despite having better options. The tension is palpable as he knocks, bracing
himself for her reaction, his body instinctively falling into a defensive stance. The door
opens to reveal Nesta, disheveled and hostile, her appearance reflecting a year of

evident struggle and self-destruction.



Nesta’s sharp demeanor and worn appearance immediately set the tone for their
strained interaction. She questions Cassian’s presence, her suspicion and defiance
clear as she resists his request to accompany him. The dynamic between them is
charged, with Cassian toeing the line between irritation and restraint, aware that his
task requires diplomacy. Nesta’s refusal to conform or show vulnerability underscores

her isolation, even from her own sister, Feyre, the High Lady of the Night Court.

The chapter delves into the fractured relationship between Nesta and those around
her, particularly Cassian. Their exchanges are laced with unresolved tension, hinting at
past conflicts and unspoken grievances. Cassian’s internal monologue reveals his
frustration and concern, while Nesta’s cold detachment suggests deep-seated pain.
The brief mention of their last encounter at a party highlights her withdrawal from

social circles and the ripple effects of her behavior on others, like Amren.

As Cassian relays Feyre’s summons, Nesta’s skepticism and anger flare, especially
when she realizes she’s expected to prepare for the meeting. The chapter ends on a
cliffhanger, with Nesta’s explosive reaction implied but not yet fully revealed. The
scene encapsulates the themes of estrangement, pride, and the struggle for
connection, setting the stage for further confrontation and potential resolution in the

narrative.



Chapter Two

The chapter opens with a tense confrontation as Nesta Archeron is informed by Feyre
and Rhys that she must relocate to the House of Wind and begin a strict regimen of
training with Cassian in Windhaven, followed by work in the library. Nesta, visibly
disheveled and resistant, reacts with hostility, refusing the arrangement outright.
Cassian observes the dynamics warily, noting Feyre's shielded presence and Rhys’s
protective stance, hinting at underlying tensions and Nesta’s unpredictable power. The
scene underscores the fractured relationship between the sisters and the court’s

growing concern over Nesta’s self-destructive behavior.

Amren intervenes, revealing that Nesta’s apartment is already being cleared and her
belongings moved to the House of Wind. She cites Nesta’s unresolved role as the
human emissary to justify the court’s authority over her, presenting a legal tome as
proof. Nesta’'s defiance escalates, but Rhys’s silent warning and Amren’s
uncharacteristic worry suggest the gravity of the situation. The exchange highlights
Nesta’s isolation and her refusal to acknowledge the intervention as an act of care
rather than control, framing her stubbornness as both a defense mechanism and a

barrier to healing.

Flashbacks reveal the emotional toll Nesta’s actions have taken on Feyre, who wept
upon learning of her sister’s reckless spending and debauchery. Rhys’s premeditated
plan to intervene, supported by Azriel and Cassian, reflects the court’s collective
decision to act after months of failed hope. Elain’s quiet presence during the
discussion contrasts with Feyre’s distress, hinting at her own complex relationship with
Nesta. The backstory adds depth to the confrontation, illustrating how Nesta’s

downward spiral has strained familial bonds and forced the court’s hand.

The chapter culminates in Amren delivering an ultimatum, though its specifics remain

unstated. Cassian’s internal reflections reveal his sorrow over Nesta’s state and the



court’s desperation to help her, even if it means imposing harsh measures. The
unresolved tension leaves readers anticipating Nesta’s response, while the emotional
undercurrents—Feyre’s grief, Rhys’s protectiveness, and Amren’s rare concern—paint

a poignant picture of a family grappling with love, duty, and the limits of patience.



Chapter Three

Cassian observes Rhysand in the High Lord’s study, a space rich with intricate
details—hand-knotted carpets, a celestial model, and Feyre’s paintings. The room
reflects their world’s complexity, blending artistry with power. Cassian notes Rhys’s
meticulous tea-stirring, a contrast to his lethal precision in battle. The study’s two
levels, filled with books and delicate objects, underscore the duality of their
lives—scholarship and violence intertwined. Feyre’s paintings, some hauntingly
personal, reveal truths that unsettle Cassian, particularly one depicting her own past

suffering.

The chapter delves into Cassian’s reflections on Feyre’s art, which captures raw,
painful truths. One painting of an emaciated figure—implied to be Feyre
herself—resonates deeply with him, evoking shared experiences of hunger and
despair. This moment underscores their unspoken bond and the fragility beneath their
hardened exteriors. Meanwhile, Rhys’s quiet intensity lingers as he prepares to discuss
Cassian’s future responsibilities, hinting at a shift in their dynamic. The portrait of

Feyre behind Rhys’s desk, glowing with life, contrasts with the tension in the room.

Rhys shifts the conversation to Cassian’s recent success in pacifying the lllyrians,
framing it as a test for greater duties. Cassian, wary but resigned, anticipates the
looming challenge: handling Nesta, whose unpredictable nature and latent power
unsettle even Rhys. The Bone Carver’s cryptic words about Nesta’s emergence in
Hybern haunt Cassian, hinting at unresolved dangers. Despite Cassian’s hope that her
power faded with the Cauldron’s destruction, the uncertainty lingers, adding weight to

Rhys’s request.

The chapter closes with Cassian bracing for his new role, acknowledging Nesta’s
uniqueness and the stakes involved. Rhys’s calm demeanor belies the gravity of the

task, leaving Cassian to grapple with his own doubts and the shadows of the past. The



interplay of power, trauma, and duty weaves through the scene, setting the stage for
future conflicts. The study, a microcosm of their world, mirrors the tensions between

order and chaos, past and present, that define their lives.



Chapter Four

The chapter opens with Cassian observing Mor at a riverside café, where she basks in
the sunlight, a stark contrast to her dark past in the Hewn City. Her appreciation for
the sun reflects her liberation from her oppressive upbringing, a theme that lingers
beneath their interaction. Cassian joins her, exchanging pleasantries with onlookers
before settling into a familiar dynamic of playful banter. Their conversation quickly
shifts to Nesta, with Mor making a sharp comment about her potential fit in the Court
of Nightmares, which Cassian dismisses, revealing his concern for Nesta’s well-being

and strained family relationships.

Cassian’s introspection reveals his guilt over past mistakes, including a regretted night
with Mor that had lasting consequences for their friendship and their relationships with
Rhys and Azriel. Despite this history, their bond has evolved into a familial connection,
marked by honesty and mutual respect. Mor’s ability to read Cassian’s emotions
underscores their deep understanding of each other, as she gently probes his feelings
about Nesta’s destructive behavior and its impact on Feyre. Cassian admits his pain

over the situation but avoids delving deeper, preferring to shift the focus elsewhere.

The conversation turns to Mor’s recent diplomatic mission to Vallahan, where she
faced resistance to a proposed peace treaty. The Fae kingdom’s refusal stems from
their opportunistic ambitions, as they eye potential territorial gains from human lands.
Mor’s frustration is palpable as she recounts the Vallahan queen’s dismissive attitude,
hinting at broader political instability. Cassian’s reaction—a mix of anger and
concern—highlights the precarious balance of power in their world, with Vallahan’s

warmongering posing a threat to Prythian’s fragile peace.

The chapter closes with Mor’s disdain for Vallahan’s leaders, who she believes are
motivated by boredom rather than necessity. Their disregard for diplomacy and

eagerness to exploit weaker human territories suggest looming conflict. Cassian’s



tension mirrors the broader stakes, as the chapter sets the stage for future political
maneuvering. The interplay between personal struggles and larger geopolitical
tensions weaves together the characters’ intimate dynamics with the looming threats
to their world, leaving the reader anticipating the consequences of these unresolved

conflicts.



Chapter Five

The chapter opens with Nesta and Cassian in the House of Wind’s dining room, where
Cassian insists Nesta eat a nutritious breakfast of porridge and eggs to sustain her
energy for the day. Nesta resists, demanding toast instead, but Cassian explains the
importance of steady energy from whole foods. Their exchange is tense, with Nesta
bristling at his authoritative tone and Cassian remaining unyielding. The dynamic
highlights their combative relationship, as Nesta’s stubbornness clashes with Cassian’s

insistence on discipline.

Their argument escalates when Cassian bluntly connects Nesta’s refusal to eat to her
unresolved grief over her father’s death. Nesta reacts with fury, denying the
connection and lashing out at his presumption. Cassian, however, remains calm,
revealing his own experiences with loss and implying he understands her pain. The
confrontation exposes Nesta’s emotional turmoil and Cassian’s attempt to break

through her defenses, though she remains resistant to his probing.

Despite her anger, Nesta reluctantly eats the porridge and eggs, though she makes
her displeasure clear. Cassian watches her closely, unmoved by her defiance. As she
prepares to leave, their physical proximity reignites the unresolved tension between
them, hinted at through memories of their past intimacy during the war. Nesta
struggles to suppress her emotions, while Cassian’s teasing demeanor suggests he

enjoys their sparring.

The chapter ends with Nesta’s reluctant compliance and Cassian’s playful challenge,
setting the stage for their upcoming training session. Their interactions oscillate
between hostility and underlying attraction, revealing the complexity of their
relationship. Nesta’s internal conflict—between her pride, grief, and lingering feelings
for Cassian—drives the narrative, while Cassian’s persistence hints at his deeper

investment in her well-being. The unresolved tension promises further emotional and



physical clashes as the story progresses.



Chapter Six

The chapter opens with Nesta observing Cassian's training, captivated by his lethal
grace despite her attempts to appear indifferent. Her internal conflict is evident as she
recalls a past moment of vulnerability when she refused to leave his side as he lay
dying. Even as she distracts herself by watching the mountain scenery, her awareness
of Cassian's every movement underscores their unresolved tension. Morrigan's arrival
interrupts Nesta's thoughts, and her admiring comments about Cassian provoke a

defensive reaction from Nesta, hinting at their strained dynamic.

Morrigan confronts Nesta about her lack of effort in training, openly expressing her
disapproval and implying Nesta doesn’t deserve the chances Cassian gives her. The
tension escalates as Morrigan references her own traumatic past, drawing parallels to
Nesta’s behavior. Cassian’s interruption diffuses the confrontation, but the underlying
hostility lingers. Nesta’'s internal monologue reveals her resentment toward Morrigan,
whom she dismisses as a "self-righteous busybody," while also acknowledging her own

isolation and defiance.

Later, Nesta retreats to the library beneath the House of Wind, where she reflects on
past horrors, including Hybern’s assassins and her own traumatic experiences. The
setting triggers memories of Cassian’s protective rage during a life-threatening
encounter, which she quickly suppresses. Her interaction with Clotho, the mute high
priestess with a tragic past, forces Nesta to confront her own unresolved trauma,

though she struggles to compartmentalize the haunting memories.

Clotho assigns Nesta the task of shelving books, providing a structured distraction
from her turmoil. Nesta’s compliance is less about obedience and more an escape
from her suffocating thoughts. The chapter ends with her preparing for the mundane
task, yet the weight of her past and the tension with Morrigan and Cassian linger,

setting the stage for further emotional and interpersonal conflicts. The library, a place



of both refuge and painful memories, becomes a symbolic battleground for Nesta’s

internal struggles.



Chapter Seven

Cassian arrives at a war-scarred manor in the human lands, transported by Mor, to
meet with the self-styled "Band of Exiles"—]Jurian, Vassa, and Lucien. The estate bears
visible damage from past conflicts, creating a desolate atmosphere under the
moonlight. Mor departs quickly, leaving Cassian to navigate the diplomatic mission
alone. His arrival follows a frustrating encounter with Nesta, whose deliberate defiance

during a training session has left him agitated and seeking purpose elsewhere.

Upon entering the manor, Cassian is immediately unsettled by Lucien’s tension and
the revelation that Eris, a long-standing enemy, is present. Memories of Mor’s brutal
mistreatment at Eris’s hands flood Cassian’s mind, igniting his rage. Despite his
instinct for vengeance, he recalls Rhys’s trust in Eris and attempts to adopt a
diplomatic mindset. Lucien’s wary demeanor hints at the volatile dynamics at play,

forcing Cassian to suppress his emotions for the sake of the mission.

Cassian observes the room’s occupants: Eris lounges with deliberate arrogance, while
Vassa and Jurian watch the exchange with interest. Struggling to reconcile his personal
hatred with Rhys’s strategic alliance, Cassian grapples with the complexities of courtly
politics. Vassa greets him formally, and Jurian’s teasing remark lightens the tension
slightly, though Cassian remains acutely aware of the underlying stakes. The chapter
highlights his internal conflict between warrior instincts and the demands of

diplomacy.

The encounter underscores Cassian’s growth as he navigates unfamiliar terrain of
alliances and enmities. His frustration with Nesta’'s defiance parallels his struggle to
control his anger toward Eris, emphasizing themes of patience and restraint. The
chapter sets the stage for future confrontations, both personal and political, as Cassian
balances loyalty to his friends with the broader needs of their cause. The presence of

Eris and the Band of Exiles hints at deeper intrigues yet to unfold.



Chapter Eight

Nesta, determined to escape her confinement, attempts to descend ten thousand
steep, spiraling steps from the House of Wind to the city below, seeking solace in
alcohol. Despite her High Fae strength, the physical toll is immense—dizziness,
exhaustion, and nausea overwhelm her as she counts each step. The oppressive,
endless stairwell mirrors her inner turmoil, and her father’s haunting final words
resurface, a painful reminder of her past failures and losses. After just one hundred

steps, her body gives out, forcing her to confront her limitations and retreat.

As Nesta struggles back up the stairs, her frustration and self-loathing intensify. She
questions the purpose of her Fae transformation if it cannot conquer such a basic
challenge. The House of Wind, a symbol of her imprisonment, becomes a target of her
rage. Crawling on hands and knees, she finally reaches the top, drenched in sweat and
humiliation, only to find Cassian waiting with amusement. Their encounter underscores
the tension between them, with Nesta’s defiance clashing against Cassian’s observant

demeanor.

Meanwhile, Cassian’s subplot reveals the political tensions brewing in Prythian. After
reporting Eris’s warning about Briallyn and Koschei’s alliance with Beron, Cassian is
tasked with monitoring Eris, despite his disdain for the Autumn Court heir. The Night
Court debates whether Briallyn or Beron poses the greater threat, highlighting the
fragile peace and hidden agendas at play. Cassian’s return to the House and his
discovery of Nesta’s failed escape attempt provide a moment of dark humor amid the

looming crisis.

The chapter juxtaposes Nesta’s personal struggle with the broader political stakes,
emphasizing her isolation and unresolved trauma. Her physical collapse mirrors her
emotional fragility, while Cassian’s role as both observer and enforcer hints at their

complex dynamic. The looming war and Nesta’s internal battle set the stage for future



conflicts, blending personal and political narratives in a tense, character-driven

chapter.



Chapter Nine

Nesta enters a small shop in search of warmer clothing, noting its polished pine floors
and neatly displayed garments. She encounters Emerie, a striking dark-haired female
with scars on her wings, who offers practical assistance without acknowledging Nesta’s
fame. Their conversation reveals Emerie’s blunt yet kind demeanor, as she inquires
about Nesta’s needs and suggests fleece-lined leathers to combat the cold. Nesta,
initially guarded, finds herself drawn to Emerie’s straightforwardness, a contrast to the

judgment she often faces.

Emerie shares her traumatic past, explaining her clipped wings as a result of her
father’s oppressive beliefs. Nesta expresses sympathy, but Emerie dismisses it,
focusing instead on her present life running the shop. The discussion shifts to Nesta’s
financial constraints, prompting her to admit she’s been cut off from Rhysand’s
support. Emerie, undeterred, offers to help regardless, displaying a resilience that
resonates with Nesta. Their interaction hints at a budding mutual respect, underscored

by Emerie’s admiration for Nesta’s role in killing the King of Hybern.

Nesta’s internal conflict is evident as she grapples with her reputation and self-
perception. Emerie’s approval unsettles her, as she’s accustomed to fear or awe from
others. The chapter highlights Nesta’s isolation and her tentative steps toward
connection, even as she maintains a defensive exterior. The townspeople’s wary
reactions to her departure reinforce her sense of alienation, yet Emerie’s kindness

lingers as a rare positive encounter.

The chapter closes with Nesta returning to her duties, still chilled but perhaps slightly
warmed by Emerie’s unexpected camaraderie. Their brief exchange plants the seeds
of a potential friendship, offering Nesta a glimpse of understanding and solidarity. The
narrative underscores themes of resilience, trauma, and the slow process of healing,

as both women navigate their pasts and present challenges with quiet strength.



Chapter Ten

In Chapter 10 of *A Court of Silver Flames*, Nesta indulges in a meal provided by the
enchanted House, including a chocolate cake that sparks a playful yet tense exchange
with Cassian. Their banter reveals Nesta’s growing connection to the House, which
responds to her needs, while Cassian teases her about her isolation in the library. The
interaction highlights their combative dynamic, as Cassian challenges her to take back
the cake, subtly encouraging her to embrace physical training. Nesta’s reluctance and
sharp retorts underscore her resistance to his guidance, yet the scene hints at an

underlying tension between them.

Later, Nesta loses herself in an erotic novel before collapsing into bed, only to wake
freezing in the night. The House, attuned to her discomfort, initially lights a fire at her
request but extinguishes it when she protests. Moments later, the bed warms
magically, and Nesta murmurs gratitude, showcasing her begrudging acknowledgment
of the House’'s care. This quiet moment contrasts with her earlier defiance, revealing a

softer side as she accepts comfort, even as she struggles with vulnerability.

The chapter takes a darker turn as Nesta is haunted by a nightmare of her sister
Elain’s abduction and her father’'s death, memories that trigger her trauma and self-
blame. The visceral dream forces her to confront her suppressed power, which writhes
within her, demanding release. Nesta violently suppresses it, reinforcing her pattern of
avoidance and self-loathing. The nightmare leaves her shaken, desperate to escape

the pain, and she dresses hastily, driven by the need for distraction.

Determined to flee her torment, Nesta descends the ten thousand steps, her hands
trembling as she relives the horrors of the Cauldron and her father’'s murder. The
cyclical descent mirrors her emotional spiral, emphasizing her unresolved grief and
power struggles. The chapter closes with her relentless pursuit of numbness,

foreshadowing her ongoing battle with trauma and the destructive coping mechanisms



that define her journey.



Chapter Eleven

The chapter opens with Nesta frustrated as the House refuses to unlock the private
library doors, seemingly punishing her for ignoring the food it provided earlier.
Exhausted from a day of shelving books for the priestesses, she demands entry but is
met with silence. Her hunger eventually drives her to the dining room, where she finds
Cassian and Azriel mid-meal. The House grudgingly provides her with food, but tension
is palpable as she joins them in silence, her unresolved anger simmering beneath the

surface.

Azriel reveals concerns about a dangerous situation involving Queen Vassa, hinting at
a looming threat. Nesta’s curiosity is piqued, but she suppresses it, along with her
lingering resentment toward her late father, who showed courage for Vassa but failed
his own family. The conversation shifts when Azriel notices Nesta’s fading black eye,
prompting Cassian to joke about her falling down the stairs. Azriel’s probing questions
about her lack of training ignite a familiar clash between Nesta and Cassian,

highlighting their fraught dynamic.

The tension escalates as Cassian warns Nesta to comply with her training mandate or
face consequences from Rhysand. Nesta retaliates by mocking Rhysand, calling him an
arrogant asshole, which provokes Cassian’s fierce defense of his High Lord. Their
argument reaches a boiling point when Cassian declares he’s “done” with her, a
statement that shocks both Nesta and Azriel. The chapter captures the raw animosity
and unresolved emotions between Nesta and Cassian, underscoring their strained

relationship.

The confrontation leaves Nesta reeling, though she masks her surprise. The chapter
ends with the unresolved tension hanging heavy in the air, foreshadowing further
conflict. Nesta’s defiance and Cassian’s frustration reflect their deeper struggles—her

resistance to authority and his inability to reach her. The scene sets the stage for



potential reckoning, whether through confrontation or reluctant cooperation, as both

characters grapple with their roles and emotions.



Chapter Twelve

Nesta arrives at the training ring atop the House of Wind, expecting to travel to
Windhaven, but Cassian informs her that plans have changed due to Morrigan’s
absence and Rhysand and Feyre’s busy schedules. The chapter highlights Nesta’s
internal struggle with pride and vulnerability, as she dreads appearing foolish in front
of others, especially warriors who might mock her. Cassian, aware of her reluctance,
adjusts the training location to a private setting, emphasizing his understanding of her

personality and his determination to help her begin her training despite her resistance.

Cassian proposes a fae bargain to motivate Nesta: if she completes an hour of training,
he will owe her a favor of her choosing. Nesta initially scoffs at the offer, questioning
his negotiation skills, but her curiosity is piqued when he insists the terms are open-
ended. The tension between them is palpable, with Cassian carefully masking his hope
and Nesta scrutinizing his sincerity. Their exchange reveals underlying emotional

stakes, as Cassian’s vulnerability contrasts with Nesta’s guarded demeanor.

The bargain is sealed with a handshake, triggering a surge of magical energy that
leaves both startled. A new tattoo—an eight-pointed star—appears on Cassian’s back,
symbolizing the binding nature of their agreement. Nesta’s reaction shifts from shock
to distraction as she openly admires Cassian’s physique, her pulse betraying her
attraction. The moment underscores the unresolved tension between them, blending

physical attraction with their complex emotional dynamic.

The chapter concludes with Cassian’s silent acknowledgment of Nesta’s gaze, choosing
not to disrupt the moment. The scene captures the delicate balance between their
professional training relationship and the unspoken romantic undercurrent. The
bargain serves as a turning point, pushing Nesta toward growth while hinting at
deeper connections and challenges ahead. The chapter effectively blends action,

emotion, and world-building, setting the stage for future developments in their



relationship and Nesta’s personal journey.



Chapter Thirteen

Nesta Archeron struggles with physical exhaustion and self-loathing as she shelves
books in the library, her body aching from recent training sessions. Despite her
discomfort, she pushes through the pain, refusing to use her latent magical abilities to
ease the task. Her hunger and fatigue amplify her frustration, but she finds a grim
solace in the mindless labor, which temporarily distracts her from her turbulent
thoughts. The chapter highlights her internal struggle with weakness and her

reluctance to rely on her supernatural gifts, which she views as grotesque and alien.

The narrative shifts when Gwyn, a priestess, interrupts Nesta’s work, questioning why
she doesn’t use magic to shelve the books. Nesta’s curt dismissal of the suggestion
reveals her deep-seated aversion to her powers. Gwyn, undeterred, dumps more
books into Nesta’s arms and confides in her about a pressing problem: she mistakenly
delivered the wrong volume of a book to Merrill, a demanding and unpleasant
researcher. Gwyn’s anxiety over the mistake underscores her fear of failure and her

gratitude toward the sanctuary that has taken her in.

Gwyn'’s distress over the missing book reveals her dedication to her duties and her
fear of disappointing the community that has supported her. She describes Merrill as
unforgiving, heightening the stakes of her error. Nesta, though initially dismissive,
begins to see Gwyn’s perspective, recognizing her commitment to the priestesses’
shared values of healing and solidarity. The interaction hints at a potential bond

forming between the two women, despite Nesta’s guarded demeanor.

The chapter closes with Gwyn explaining the priestesses’ way of life, emphasizing their
voluntary seclusion within the mountain sanctuary. Nesta’s curiosity about Gwyn’s lack
of exposure to daylight suggests her own restlessness and unresolved feelings about
her place in the world. The exchange leaves Nesta pondering her isolation and the

possibility of connection, even as she resists vulnerability. The chapter effectively



contrasts Nesta’s internal turmoil with Gwyn’s earnestness, setting the stage for future

character development.



Chapter Fourteen

Cassian waits anxiously in the training ring, uncertain if Nesta will honor their bargain
after their first lesson. His concern grows when she misses breakfast, though he notes
the House of Wind has discreetly provided her with food. The possibility of the sentient
House observing his past actions unsettles him. When Nesta finally arrives, visibly sore
and struggling from the previous day’s training, Cassian hides his relief with humor,

teasing her about her stiffness while guiding her through stretches.

The training session progresses with Nesta pushing through her physical discomfort,
though she complains relentlessly at first. Cassian explains the cause of her muscle
soreness and emphasizes the importance of stretching for mobility. As he assists her
with deep stretches, their proximity sparks tension, but Nesta distracts herself by
focusing on the surroundings. Cassian shares his own experiences with post-battle

pain, subtly bridging the gap between their worlds as a warrior and a reluctant trainee.

During a moment of vulnerability, Nesta reveals fragments of her past, mentioning her
childhood dancing lessons and her father’s former wealth. The conversation turns
darker as she contrasts herself with her sisters, labeling herself as her mother’s
“creature”—a colder, harsher version of herself. Cassian probes gently, but Nesta
shuts down, unwilling to delve deeper into painful memories. The exchange highlights

her emotional barriers and the complexity of her relationship with her family.

The chapter closes with a mix of physical exertion and unresolved tension. While Nesta
makes progress in her training, her emotional wounds remain raw. Cassian’s patience
and occasional humor provide a counterbalance to her defiance, suggesting the
beginnings of trust. Yet their dynamic remains fraught with unspoken history and
mutual resistance, leaving their future interactions uncertain. The House of Wind’s

silent presence adds another layer of intrigue to their evolving dynamic.



Chapter Fifteen

Nesta finds herself drawn to the unsettling darkness of the library's seventh level,
standing at the railing of Level Six as she peers into the abyss below. The darkness
feels alive, pulsing and breathing, reminiscent of the terrifying entity Bryaxis that once
dwelled there. Though Bryaxis is gone, the darkness seems to retain a malevolent
presence, stirring memories of Hybern's Ravens and the Cauldron that transformed
her. Nesta becomes entranced, losing track of time and purpose, as the darkness

whispers her name, pulling her deeper into its depths.

Gwyn interrupts Nesta's trance, startling her back to reality. When Nesta explains what
she saw—pure, consuming darkness—Gwyn reacts with grave concern, revealing that
others have experienced similar encounters. The darkness has been known to follow
priestesses, a disturbing phenomenon that Gwyn takes seriously. She urges Nesta to
leave the book she was shelving and guides her upward, using an Invoking Stone for
protection. The stone's light wards off the unseen presence trailing them, and they

retreat to the safety of the higher levels.

Back at her cart, Nesta questions Gwyn about the darkness and the stone. Gwyn
explains that the Invoking Stone channels the Mother's power for healing and
protection, unlike the lllyrians' Siphons. She speculates that remnants of Bryaxis may
have altered the darkness, but Nesta insists it felt older, more primordial. Their
conversation shifts to Nesta's past, as she reveals her transformation by the Cauldron
and the lingering connection it forged between her and such dark forces. Gwyn listens

intently, recognizing the danger of Nesta's affinity with the abyss.

Gwyn advises Nesta to avoid the lower levels, warning that the darkness seems drawn
to her Cauldron-made nature. Though Nesta initially resists out of pride, she concedes
when Gwyn emphasizes the potential risks. The chapter ends with Nesta grappling

with her fear and the unsettling realization that the darkness may not be done with her



yet. The encounter leaves both women shaken, hinting at deeper mysteries lurking

within the library's shadows.



Chapter Sixteen

The chapter opens with Cassian struggling with intense arousal after his encounter
with Nesta the previous night. Despite multiple attempts to relieve his tension, he
remains restless and preoccupied with thoughts of her. At breakfast, their interaction
is charged with unspoken desire, as Nesta blushes and avoids his gaze while reading a
romance novel. Cassian’s attempts at casual conversation only heighten the tension,
and he becomes acutely aware of his own physical reaction to her presence, making it

difficult to focus on their upcoming training session.

Nesta is equally flustered, chastising herself for her awkward response about the book.
She notices Cassian’s discomfort and interprets his hasty exit as reluctance to
acknowledge their mutual attraction. Despite her embarrassment, she resolves to
maintain composure during training. When they meet in the training ring, Cassian
adopts a professional demeanor, though Nesta catches a glimpse of his lingering
desire. Their banter about core exercises and muscle comparisons lightens the mood,
but Cassian is visibly startled when Nesta genuinely laughs, revealing a rare moment

of vulnerability.

The training session quickly becomes a struggle for Nesta, who lacks the physical
strength to perform the abdominal exercises Cassian demonstrates. His teasing
remarks about her weakness frustrate her, but she refuses to back down. The dynamic
between them shifts between playful rivalry and unspoken tension, as Cassian pushes
her limits while Nesta defiantly challenges his expectations. Their exchanges reveal
deeper layers of their relationship, blending physical exertion with emotional

undercurrents.

By the end of the chapter, Nesta’s exhaustion and Cassian’s relentless training
highlight the growing complexity of their connection. The physical demands of the

session mirror their emotional struggles, as both characters grapple with their desires



and insecurities. The chapter closes with Nesta’s determination to persevere, despite
her frustration, leaving the reader anticipating how their relationship will evolve amidst

the tension and unspoken attraction.



Chapter Seventeen

Nesta approaches Clotho, the priestess of the library, with a proposition to train the
priestesses in physical combat and mental discipline. She clarifies that Cassian, not
herself, will oversee the training, emphasizing his respectful nature. Clotho hesitates,
predicting few participants, but ultimately grants her blessing. Nesta posts a sign-up
sheet, though initially, no names appear. Despite the lack of immediate interest, she
remains committed to the idea, checking the list daily while continuing her own

rigorous training regimen with Cassian.

Nesta's personal training intensifies as Cassian teaches her foundational combat skills,
including proper stance and weighted exercises to build strength. She pushes her
limits by attempting to climb the library's massive staircase, incrementally increasing
her progress each night. Exhaustion dominates her days, but small gestures—like a
mysterious bouquet of flowers—hint at unseen support. Meanwhile, her shelving duties
become an extension of her training as she incorporates lunges while carrying heavy

books, drawing curious glances from the priestesses.

Despite her persistent efforts, the sign-up sheet remains blank, testing Nesta's resolve.
Cassian encourages her to "keep reaching out your hand," but she begins to doubt the
impact of her outreach if no one responds. The chapter highlights her internal struggle
between determination and discouragement, as well as her growing physical and
mental resilience. The absence of participants contrasts with her own progress,

underscoring the isolation she feels despite her efforts to connect.

The chapter culminates with Cassian instructing Nesta on proper punching technique,
emphasizing precision and body mechanics over brute force. Their banter reveals a
dynamic of mutual respect and challenge, with Cassian balancing critique with
encouragement. Nesta's progress in training mirrors her broader journey of self-

improvement, even as she grapples with unanswered outreach. The chapter leaves her



at a crossroads, physically stronger but emotionally uncertain about whether her

efforts will ever be met with reciprocity.



Chapter Eighteen

The chapter opens with Nesta descending an endless stone stairwell, consumed by
inner turmoil and physical exhaustion. Her thoughts spiral as she seeks escape from
her own mind, yearning for distraction through music or wine. The repetitive motion of
descending—marked by her burning handprint and counted steps—becomes a futile
attempt to outrun her pain. By the thousandth step, she collapses against the cold
stone, momentarily imagining a heartbeat within it, a fleeting comfort before the harsh

reality of her isolation sets in.

After reaching her limit, Nesta begins the agonizing ascent, her body strained to its
breaking point. The physical exertion temporarily numbs her emotional pain, leaving
her empty by the time she returns to the landing. There, Cassian waits, his presence
both a confrontation and an unspoken offer of support. Their exchange is tense; Nesta
deflects his concern with blunt dismissals, but Cassian persists, probing the root of her
distress. His gentle yet firm questioning reveals her despair over the slow progress of

her healing compared to others who have suffered similarly.

The tension escalates as Cassian shares his own traumatic past, recounting the brutal
vengeance he took on those who harmed his mother. His raw honesty and unflinching
admission of the decade it took him to confront his actions starkly contrast Nesta’'s
avoidance. The revelation shocks her, cutting through her defenses. Cassian’s
vulnerability serves as both a mirror and a challenge, urging her to acknowledge her

pain without judgment or timeline.

In the chapter’s closing moments, the dynamic between Nesta and Cassian shifts. His
plea for her to unleash her anger on him—to trust him with her darkest
emotions—hints at a deeper connection beneath their combative exterior. Nesta’s
resistance wavers as she confronts the gulf between her self-perception and Cassian’s

unwavering belief in her strength. The chapter ends with an unresolved tension,



leaving the reader poised for the next step in their complex relationship.



Chapter Nineteen

The chapter depicts an intense and passionate encounter between Nesta and Cassian,
beginning with a tentative kiss that quickly escalates into a moment of raw desire.
Nesta initiates the kiss with her eyes open, observing Cassian's stunned reaction
before he reciprocates with equal fervor. Their physical connection becomes
overwhelming as Cassian pins her against a wall, their bodies aligning perfectly as the
kiss deepens. The scene is charged with unspoken tension, as Nesta surrenders to the

distraction, momentarily freeing herself from her inner turmoil.

As their passion intensifies, Cassian lifts Nesta, pressing her against him while
exploring her neck with his mouth and teeth. Nesta responds eagerly, her moans and
whimpers encouraging him further. The sensory details—his taste, the heat of his
touch, the sound of his groans—immerse the reader in their shared desire. Nesta's
need for escape from her own mind is palpable, and Cassian becomes both her anchor
and her release. Their connection is visceral, marked by a blend of tenderness and

urgency.

The dynamic shifts as Nesta takes control, her hands exploring Cassian's body with a
hunger that mirrors his own. She struggles with the fastenings of his pants, her
desperation growing as she feels the evidence of his arousal. Cassian, overwhelmed by
her touch, groans and bucks against her, his self-control unraveling. The power
balance between them fluctuates, with Nesta reveling in her ability to unravel him, her

teeth grazing his neck as she strokes him through his clothing.

The chapter culminates in Cassian's climax, his body shuddering under Nesta's
ministrations. The aftermath leaves him visibly shaken, his wide-eyed expression
hinting at regret or disbelief. Nesta, however, remains poised, her desire undiminished.
The encounter underscores their complex relationship—a mix of physical attraction,

emotional need, and unresolved tension. The chapter leaves their future interactions



open-ended, with the intensity of this moment lingering between them.



Chapter Twenty

Nesta struggles with unresolved tension between herself and Cassian as they fly to the
river house for a meeting. The proximity to him unsettles her, reminding her of their
intense encounter the previous night. Upon arrival, the bustling city overwhelms her
after weeks of isolation at the House. Cassian reassures her the meeting will be brief,
but Nesta remains anxious about facing the others, particularly after her recent
conflict with Elain. The grandeur of the river house does little to ease her discomfort as

she braces herself for the inevitable judgment from Rhysand and the Inner Circle.

Inside the house, Cassian pauses to admire a painting of Ramiel, the sacred mountain
from the Blood Rite, which Feyre has depicted with striking accuracy. The moment of
quiet reflection is brief, as they soon proceed to the study where Rhysand, Feyre,
Azriel, and Amren await. The atmosphere is tense, especially when Amren locks eyes
with Nesta, their strained relationship palpable. Feyre’s guarded demeanor contrasts

with her warmth toward Cassian, highlighting the lingering rift between the sisters.

Azriel delivers a critical report on Queen Briallyn’s activities, revealing her alliance with
the death-lord Koschei and her quest to reclaim the Cauldron to restore her youth. He
explains that Briallyn is not merely a puppet but a willing collaborator with Koschei,
who seeks the Dread Trove—a set of ancient, powerful artifacts—to free himself from
his prison. The group discusses the implications, with Amren dismissing Briallyn’s
chances of success due to the Cauldron’s heavily guarded location. However, Azriel’s

grave tone underscores the seriousness of the threat.

Nesta inquires about the Dread Trove, prompting Amren to explain its terrifying
nature. The Trove consists of three legendary objects—the Mask, the Harp, and the
Crown—each possessing immense and dangerous powers. The Mask, for instance, can
raise the dead, hinting at the catastrophic potential of these artifacts. The chapter

ends on a foreboding note as the group contemplates the looming danger posed by



Briallyn and Koschei, setting the stage for future conflicts and challenges.



Chapter Twenty-One

The chapter opens with a tense confrontation between Nesta and Elain, as Elain
declares her intention to seek out the Cauldron despite Nesta’s vehement objections.
Nesta, haunted by past trauma, argues that Elain’s safety is at stake, recalling how the
Cauldron once abducted her. Elain, however, asserts her autonomy, refusing to let
Nesta dictate her choices. The exchange grows heated, with Amren intervening to
explain that Nesta, as someone "Made" by the Cauldron, is uniquely suited to track it
without being influenced by its power. Nesta’s fear for her sister clashes with Elain’s

resolve, exposing deep-seated tensions between them.

Nesta’s desperation escalates as she tries to dissuade Elain, accusing Feyre of
encouraging her to take unnecessary risks. Elain retaliates by pointing out Nesta’s
hypocrisy—resenting her quiet life while also refusing to let her pursue anything
greater. The argument turns personal when Nesta cruelly mocks Elain’s past passivity,
landing a emotional blow. Elain’s response is cutting, highlighting how Nesta has
centered her own trauma while dismissing Elain’s experiences. The confrontation ends

with Elain storming out, leaving Nesta to grapple with the weight of her harsh words.

Amid the fallout, Feyre reveals she is pregnant, shifting the room’s energy from
tension to celebration. Cassian’s exuberant reaction lightens the mood, and Rhys’s
overprotectiveness becomes a source of amusement. The group’s joy contrasts
sharply with the earlier conflict, underscoring the duality of their lives—moments of
familial strife intertwined with profound happiness. Feyre’s pregnancy also explains
her reluctance to pursue the Cauldron herself, adding another layer of complexity to

the group’s dynamics.

The chapter closes with a bittersweet tone, as Nesta remains isolated in her guilt and
fear, while the others revel in Feyre’'s news. The unresolved tension between Nesta

and Elain lingers, hinting at deeper emotional wounds yet to be addressed. Meanwhile,



the revelation of Feyre’s pregnancy introduces new stakes, as the group must balance
their quest for the Cauldron with the need to protect their growing family. The chapter
masterfully intertwines personal conflict with broader narrative stakes, setting the

stage for future challenges.



Chapter Twenty-Two

Cassian and Azriel discuss Nesta's potential to locate the Dread Trove, with Cassian
expressing concern for her safety while acknowledging her determination to protect
her sister, Elain. Azriel suggests Nesta should attempt scrying to locate the Trove, but
Cassian resists, knowing her volatile state and the trauma from her last scrying
attempt, which resulted in Elain's abduction by the Cauldron. Their conversation
reveals Cassian's admiration for Nesta's courage, even as he grapples with the risks
she faces. The dynamic between the two warriors underscores their shared history and

unspoken understanding of each other's roles and boundaries.

The chapter delves into the camaraderie and unspoken rules between Cassian, Azriel,
and their inner circle, symbolized by their designated chairs in the sitting room.
Cassian reflects on Nesta's lingering powers and the unresolved tension between
them, particularly after their recent intimate encounter. Azriel's probing questions
about Nesta's abilities hint at his own awareness of her potential, possibly gleaned
from his shadows. The dialogue highlights Cassian's protective instincts and his
struggle to balance his duty with his personal feelings for Nesta, who remains a

wildcard in their mission.

The conversation shifts to Rhysand and Feyre's impending parenthood, with both
Cassian and Azriel expressing joy at the prospect of becoming uncles. Cassian muses
on the unpredictability of the High Lord's magic in choosing an heir, emphasizing that
the child's inherent worth lies beyond power or lineage. Azriel's reserved response to
questions about his own desire for children hints at his unresolved feelings for Mor,
though Cassian notes a recent shift in their dynamic. The exchange reveals Cassian's
longing for a family of his own, tied to the hope of finding a mate who would inspire

the same devotion he witnesses in Rhys and Feyre.



Cassian's restlessness culminates in his decision to seek out Nesta, driven by a need to
address the unresolved tension between them. His departure underscores his
impulsive nature and determination to regain control, both emotionally and physically.
The chapter ends with Nesta reading in bed, leaving their impending confrontation
unresolved. The narrative weaves together themes of loyalty, love, and the
complexities of personal relationships against the backdrop of their larger mission,

setting the stage for further development in their intertwined fates.



Chapter Twenty-Three

The chapter opens with Cassian deeply affected by his intimate encounter with Nesta
the previous night, describing it as a near-religious experience. Despite his
overwhelming desire, he restrained himself and left her room, though her taste and
touch linger in his mind. Even during training the next morning, he struggles to focus,
haunted by the memory of their encounter. His brother Azriel’s arrival adds tension, as
Azriel seems aware of what transpired, though neither Cassian nor Nesta

acknowledges it openly.

Nesta maintains a cool, unreadable demeanor, refusing to show any vulnerability or
reaction to Cassian. Their interaction becomes a silent battle of wills, each determined
to appear unaffected. Azriel’s presence disrupts the dynamic, as he observes their
unspoken tension with amusement. The chapter highlights the push-and-pull between
Cassian and Nesta, their physical attraction clashing with their stubborn pride, while

Azriel serves as a knowing bystander.

The focus shifts to training, where Cassian and Azriel prepare to spar, partly to help
Cassian burn off his pent-up energy. Nesta watches intently, displaying her usual
fearless curiosity, even toward Azriel, whom most find intimidating. The brothers’
banter reveals their close relationship, though Azriel’s subtle hints suggest he has his
own struggles. Cassian uses the sparring as an outlet for his frustration, while Nesta’s

analytical gaze assesses their fighting styles, hinting at her strategic mind.

The chapter closes with Cassian and Azriel beginning their sparring match, their
movements deliberate and controlled. Nesta’s presence looms over the scene, her
unflinching observation contrasting with the brothers’ physical intensity. The
unresolved tension between Cassian and Nesta simmers beneath the surface, setting
the stage for future confrontations. The dynamics of power, desire, and rivalry

intertwine, leaving the reader anticipating how these relationships will evolve.



Chapter Twenty-Four

Cassian visits the library’s high priestess, Clotho, who communicates through an
enchanted pen. He reflects on her resilience and the sanctuary the library provides for
traumatized females, drawing parallels to his mother’s suffering. Clotho reveals her
frustration with Nesta, who has been practicing combat moves in the library despite
repeated warnings. Cassian is amused but agrees to address the issue, acknowledging

Nesta’s stubbornness while respecting the library’s sacred role as a safe space.

The chapter delves into Nesta’s relentless training, highlighting her determination to
overcome her perceived weakness. Cassian observes her progress, noting how she
internalizes the combat techniques with focused repetition. Her passion for the
physicality of fighting is evident, as she finds a sense of alignment and purpose in the
movements. Clotho’s complaint underscores Nesta’s defiance, but Cassian recognizes

her drive as a reflection of her fierce independence.

As Cassian descends to confront Nesta, he reflects on Clotho’s praise of his earned title
as a lord, which deeply moves him. He finds Nesta in the stacks, practicing punches
with precision, and critiques her form. Their exchange reveals her frustration with her
past vulnerability and her resolve to never rely on others for protection again.
Cassian’s tone shifts from reprimand to admiration as he engages with her fiery

determination.

The chapter ends with a charged interaction between Cassian and Nesta, blending
tension with mutual respect. Her defiance of Clotho’s rules mirrors her broader
rejection of limitations, while Cassian’s willingness to challenge her reflects their
complex dynamic. The scene sets the stage for further development in their
relationship, balancing conflict with an undercurrent of unspoken understanding and

shared purpose.



Chapter Twenty-Five

The chapter opens with Nesta and Cassian preparing for a training session, both visibly
nervous despite their attempts to hide it. Their banter reveals their mutual tension as
they await Gwyn’s arrival. When Gwyn appears, her fear is palpable, but Nesta’s gentle
approach and Cassian’s tactful distraction help ease her into the unfamiliar outdoor
setting. Gwyn’s awe at being outside for the first time in years adds a poignant layer to

the scene, highlighting her vulnerability and the significance of this moment for her.

The training session begins, and Gwyn proves to be a quick learner, adapting to
Cassian’s instructions with surprising ease. Her natural grace and willingness to laugh
at her mistakes create a lighthearted atmosphere, contrasting with her initial
trepidation. Nesta observes Gwyn’s progress with a mix of admiration and
introspection, recognizing her own struggles mirrored in Gwyn’s journey. The session
ends with a moment of shared vulnerability as Gwyn confesses her desire to never feel

powerless again, a sentiment Nesta deeply relates to.

Later, Nesta accompanies Cassian to Windhaven, where he leaves her to shop while he
attends a meeting with Eris. The wintery setting contrasts sharply with the summer
warmth of Velaris, emphasizing the isolation of the lllyrian village. Nesta enters
Emerie’s shop, where she encounters a drunk male customer causing tension.
Emerie’s relief at Nesta’s arrival is evident, and Nesta’s deliberate provocation of the

male reveals her protective instincts and disdain for his behavior.

The chapter concludes with the confrontation between Nesta, Emerie, and the drunk
male, Bellius, whose aggressive demeanor escalates the tension. Nesta’s defiance and
Emerie’s firm stance underscore their solidarity in the face of male arrogance. The
scene sets the stage for further conflict, highlighting the challenges Nesta and Emerie
face as women in a patriarchal society. The chapter effectively balances moments of

vulnerability, camaraderie, and resistance, advancing both character development and



plot tension.



Chapter Twenty-Six

Nesta returns from Windhaven less exhausted than usual, noting Cassian's unusually
cold and distant demeanor when he retrieves her. Rhys also remains silent, reinforcing
the tension between them. Back at the House of Wind, Cassian's anger lingers, leaving
Nesta unsettled and curious about its cause. Her restlessness leads her to the dining
room, where she finds Cassian brooding over a vanished wineglass—a result of the
House's restrictions on alcohol around her. The strained atmosphere hints at deeper

unresolved conflicts between them.

Cassian's preoccupation becomes evident as he barely engages in conversation, his
thoughts clearly consumed by something grave. Nesta attempts to lighten the mood
by mentioning Emerie’s potential involvement in training, but Cassian responds
tersely. His distant behavior prompts Nesta to probe further, asking about his meeting
with Eris. Cassian reveals his frustration with Eris's manipulative nature and the
psychological toll of their interactions, admitting feelings of inadequacy in the face of
Eris's cunning. His self-doubt and anger underscore his internal struggle with his

identity as a warrior.

Nesta recognizes the depth of Cassian's pain, realizing how Eris's words have wounded
him—mirroring insults she herself once used. Shame and empathy overwhelm her as
she witnesses his vulnerability. Determined to alleviate his suffering, she takes an
unexpected initiative, kissing his neck and kneeling before him. Cassian, initially
hesitant, relents as Nesta's actions shift the dynamic between them. Her boldness
contrasts with their usual tension, revealing a softer, more intimate side to their

relationship.

The chapter culminates in a moment of raw connection as Nesta's actions momentarily
distract Cassian from his anguish. Her willingness to comfort him physically

underscores her growing emotional investment in their bond. Meanwhile, Cassian's



vulnerability highlights his complexity beyond the warrior facade. The scene sets the
stage for deeper emotional exploration, blending tension, tenderness, and unresolved

conflicts that define their evolving relationship.



Chapter Twenty-Seven

The chapter opens with Nesta struggling to face Cassian after their intimate encounter
the previous night, using Gwyn as a buffer during their morning training session. Their
conversation shifts to the elusive Dread Trove, with Gwyn revealing that even Merrill’s
research has yielded little information about the ancient artifacts. Nesta reflects on the
immensity of Fae history and Amren’s age, though even Amren can’t recall the Trove’'s
last possessor. Gwyn suggests the search might be futile, but Nesta dismisses an
alternative method involving bones and stones, hinting at her reluctance to confront

painful memories.

As Gwyn departs after their lesson, Nesta and Cassian share a tense but charged
moment, both acutely aware of their unresolved attraction. Nesta asks about Cassian’s
trip to Windhaven, and their exchange is laced with unspoken desire, with Nesta
recalling their passionate encounter in vivid detail. Cassian mentions Gwyn’s progress
and the reluctance of other priestesses to join their training, prompting Nesta to admit
she genuinely likes Gwyn—a rare admission of affection from her. The conversation

highlights Nesta’s growing connections and her subtle efforts to encourage others.

Nesta seizes the opportunity to ask Cassian for a favor: delivering a gift of spices, tea,
and salt to Emerie, her friend in Windhaven. Cassian obliges, presenting the items to
Emerie, who is visibly touched by the thoughtful gesture. He relays Nesta’s invitation
for Emerie to join their training, offering transportation if needed. Though Emerie
hesitates due to her shop responsibilities, Cassian respects her decision, recognizing
Nesta’s kindness in both the gift and the invitation. The interaction underscores

Nesta’s evolving empathy and her desire to support those she cares about.

The chapter closes with Cassian reflecting on Nesta’s unexpected generosity and the
stark contrast between her guarded demeanor with the court and her ease with Gwyn

and Emerie. Her actions reveal a softer, more compassionate side, surprising Cassian



and hinting at her gradual emotional growth. The chapter weaves together themes of
connection, healing, and unspoken desire, setting the stage for deeper relationships

and potential conflicts ahead.



Chapter Twenty-Eight

The chapter opens with Emerie struggling during training due to her clipped wings,
which disrupt her balance. Cassian explains how lllyrian wings naturally act as
counterweights, and Emerie reveals her father was the one who mutilated her
wings—a revelation that sparks Cassian’s fury. Despite his offer to arrange healing,
Emerie refuses, and Nesta deftly redirects the conversation to training, sparing Emerie
further discomfort. The tension is palpable, but the focus shifts to physical drills,

showcasing the group’s growing camaraderie.

Gwyn and Emerie bond over their shared love of reading, particularly romance novels,
lightening the mood. Emerie’s enthusiasm for recommending books contrasts with
Gwyn'’s cautious curiosity, hinting at her traumatic past. Nesta joins the discussion,
revealing her own literary preferences, and Emerie promises to bring her favorite
romance novels for both women. The exchange highlights their budding friendship and

provides a respite from the earlier intensity.

Rhysand’s arrival at the training ring marks the end of the session. Gwyn reacts with
awe, while Nesta remains unimpressed, exchanging terse greetings with the High Lord.
Cassian’s playful boast about the women’s combat skills and his physical closeness to
Nesta draws Rhys’s wary scrutiny, hinting at underlying tensions. The dynamic
between the characters—respect, rivalry, and unresolved history—adds layers to their

interactions.

The chapter balances emotional depth with character development, exploring themes
of trauma, resilience, and connection. Emerie’s strength in the face of her past, Gwyn’s
tentative steps toward trust, and Nesta’s protective instincts reveal their complexities.
Meanwhile, Cassian’s protective rage and Rhys’s guarded demeanor underscore the
political and personal stakes at play. The blend of action, dialogue, and introspection

keeps the narrative engaging and sets the stage for future conflicts and alliances.



Chapter Twenty-Nine

Nesta struggles with physical exhaustion and emotional turmoil as she ascends the
stairs of the House of Wind, haunted by recurring nightmares of her father’s death and
her failures during the war. The absence of Cassian and Azriel at dinner leaves her
feeling isolated, reinforcing her belief that she is unwanted. Despite her efforts to push
others away, she acknowledges her loneliness and the consequences of her past
behavior. The House of Wind subtly supports her, offering water and a cooling breeze,
but when it presents bones and stones for scrying, Nesta refuses, fearing a repeat of

the trauma she endured when the Cauldron took her sister, Elain.

Meanwhile, at the river house, Amren, Rhys, Cassian, and others discuss the urgency
of locating the Dread Trove. Amren insists Nesta must begin scrying immediately,
while Cassian defends her need for time to overcome her fears. Rhys suggests
involving Elain as a last resort, but Azriel opposes this, citing the Trove’s inherent
darkness. Cassian argues that Nesta will act to protect Elain but emphasizes the need
for patience. The tension highlights the group’s differing perspectives on how to

handle Nesta’s trauma and the looming threat of the Trove.

Nesta’s internal conflict is palpable as she grapples with guilt over her perceived
failures and the weight of her unresolved grief. The House’s silent companionship
offers minor comfort, but her refusal to scry reflects her deep-seated fear of revisiting
past horrors. The chapter underscores her isolation and the emotional barriers she has
erected, even as she yearns for connection. Her physical exertion on the stairs mirrors
her internal struggle, symbolizing her arduous journey toward healing and self-

acceptance.

The debate among the Night Court’s leaders reveals the broader stakes of Nesta’'s
personal battle. Amren’s impatience contrasts with Cassian’s protective stance, while

Rhys and Azriel weigh the risks of involving Elain. The chapter sets the stage for



Nesta’s eventual confrontation with her fears, as the group’s deadline forces her to
choose between facing her trauma or allowing others to take on the danger. The
interplay of personal and collective urgency drives the narrative forward, leaving

Nesta’s next steps uncertain.



Chapter Thirty

Nesta awakens from a harrowing nightmare about the Cauldron, where she had been
trapped and screaming until Cassian's voice guided her back to safety. Another male
voice, later revealed to be Rhysand's, also aids her with unexpected kindness, leading
her to a peaceful dreamscape of moonlit hills. She wakes in her room to find Cassian
asleep in a chair beside her bed, his presence suggesting he stayed all night to guard
her. The sight of him—exhausted yet protective—stirs deep emotions in Nesta, though

she fights to suppress her tears, unwilling to show vulnerability.

Cassian wakes shortly after Nesta and greets her with gentle concern, though she
deflects his questions about her nightmare. Their interaction is surprisingly easy,
marked by Cassian's characteristic humor as he shifts the conversation to breakfast.
Nesta responds with a rare smile, their banter lightening the tension. The moment
hints at their growing connection, though Nesta remains guarded, unwilling to delve
into the trauma that haunts her. Meanwhile, Cassian's unwavering support and

unspoken understanding offer her a quiet comfort she struggles to acknowledge.

Later, during training with Emerie and Gwyn, Nesta admits to her recurring nightmares
about the Cauldron. Gwyn confides that she also suffers from traumatic dreams,
creating a bond between them as they share their burdens. The conversation, though
heavy, seems to lift a weight from Nesta, allowing her to push herself harder in their
exercises. The chapter highlights the healing power of shared experiences, as Nesta
finds solace in the camaraderie of her friends, who understand her pain without

judgment.

Elsewhere, Cassian meets with Rhysand, who reveals a troubling discovery: Feyre's
unborn child has wings, a rare and dangerous complication due to her Illlyrian form
during conception. Rhys's distress is palpable, as the news raises concerns about the

baby's survival and Feyre's safety. Cassian's initial joy is tempered by the gravity of



the situation, and the chapter ends on a somber note, foreshadowing challenges
ahead for the characters. The revelation adds a layer of tension to the story,

intertwining personal struggles with larger, looming threats.



Chapter Thirty-One

The chapter opens with Nesta noticing Cassian's injuries as he enters the dining room.
He reveals that he sparred with Rhys to help him release tension, hinting at deeper
concerns. Their conversation shifts when Cassian discloses that Feyre's unborn child
has wings, a rare and dangerous condition for High Fae females. Nesta reacts with
shock, and Cassian explains the high mortality rate for mothers during such births due

to anatomical incompatibilities, leaving both characters visibly distressed.

Cassian elaborates on the grim realities of lllyrian-winged births, noting most mothers
and babies perish during labor. Nesta's initial hostility fades into genuine concern for
Feyre's survival. Cassian mentions Rhys's plans to seek alternative solutions, including
consulting healers from other courts like the Dawn Court's Peregryns. The weight of
the situation hangs heavily between them, with Nesta quietly offering to assist through

her scrying abilities despite the risks involved.

The tension momentarily shifts as Nesta and Cassian engage in flirtatious banter,
distracting from the earlier heavy topic. Nesta provocatively references their previous
intimate encounter, challenging Cassian's restraint. Their exchange reveals underlying
sexual tension and unspoken desires, contrasting sharply with the life-and-death
stakes of Feyre's pregnancy. This interplay serves as both a coping mechanism and a

continuation of their complex relationship dynamic.

The chapter concludes with Nesta asserting control over their intimate relationship,
teasing Cassian about his hesitation to initiate further encounters. Their charged
interaction underscores the emotional and physical connection simmering beneath
their practical concerns about Feyre's fate. This juxtaposition of personal intimacy with
looming tragedy creates a poignant contrast, highlighting how characters navigate

both private desires and collective crises in their world.



Chapter Thirty-Two

The chapter opens with Rhys, Feyre, and Cassian preparing for a dangerous journey to
Oorid, an ancient bog, while Nesta silently observes their banter. Despite her lack of
combat experience, Nesta arms herself with a dagger, enduring Cassian’s teasing as
he helps her with the weapon straps. Tensions rise as Feyre expresses concern over
Nesta’s safety, but Cassian dismisses her worries with his usual irreverence. Azriel’s
subtle reactions hint at the gravity of their mission, while Nesta struggles with

unresolved feelings about her sister Elain’s distance.

As the group prepares to depart, Nesta asserts her necessity to the mission, claiming
her unique abilities will help locate the Mask in Oorid. Feyre remains uneasy, warning
Nesta about the dangers of the Middle, but Azriel swiftly transports them using his
shadow magic. The transition is disorienting for Nesta, who clings to Azriel, fearing
being lost in the void between places. Upon arrival, the oppressive atmosphere of
Oorid immediately unsettles them, its stagnant air and eerie silence amplifying their

dread.

Oorid’s desolate landscape is described in haunting detail: black, ink-like water, dead
trees resembling broken spears, and an absence of life. Azriel and Cassian note the
unnatural stillness, with no insects or birds to break the silence. Nesta questions why
anyone would bury their dead here, to which Cassian explains the bog was used for
water burials. The group’s unease grows as Azriel admits the place is evil, and Nesta’s
fear spikes when she learns of the kelpies—ancient, shape-shifting monsters that lure

and drown their prey.

The chapter ends with Nesta confronting her fear, asking about the creatures that
dwell in Oorid. Cassian downplays the threat, but Azriel warns of kelpies, describing
them as primordial faerie monsters that feast on human entrails. Nesta’s heart pounds

as the reality of their perilous mission sinks in. The group stands at the edge of the



bog, united yet uneasy, bracing themselves for the horrors that await in the depths of

Oorid.



Chapter Thirty-Three

The chapter opens with Cassian and Nesta flying through a mist-covered bog in search
of Azriel, whose blue Siphons signal his location. Cassian navigates treacherous
terrain, dodging spike-like trees, until they spot Azriel surrounded by two dozen
Autumn Court soldiers. An ash arrow has pierced Azriel’s wing, limiting his powers, and
Cassian immediately retreats to ensure Nesta’s safety. Despite her protests, Cassian
deposits her on a high tree branch, instructing her to stay put before rushing back to
aid his brother. Nesta, aware of her limitations in combat, reluctantly obeys, left alone

in the eerie silence of the bog.

Cassian returns to the fray, his Siphons pulsing with power as he descends silently
upon the unsuspecting soldiers. The mist obscures his approach, allowing him to strike
with lethal precision. Azriel, weakened by the ash arrow, fights valiantly but is
outnumbered. The sight of Azriel’s injury ignites Cassian’s fury, and he unleashes his
full strength, cutting down enemies with ruthless efficiency. The battle is brutal, with
Cassian’s rage driving him to eliminate every threat, while Azriel’s Siphons continue to

flicker as a beacon amidst the chaos.

Meanwhile, Nesta remains perched on the tree branch, her body stiffening from the
strain of holding on. Time stretches as she waits, her anxiety mounting with each
passing moment. She recalls Cassian’s past near-death experiences, fearing the worst
as the bog’s oppressive silence amplifies her dread. Despite her helplessness, she
scans the mist for any sign of Cassian or Azriel, her mind racing with scenarios of their
potential injuries or capture. The isolation and tension weigh heavily on her,

highlighting her vulnerability and frustration.

The chapter culminates in a tense standoff, with Cassian and Azriel battling against
overwhelming odds while Nesta grapples with her inability to assist. The Autumn

Court’s presence raises unanswered questions—whether Eris betrayed them or if



Beron discovered their plans. The action is intercut with Nesta’s internal turmoil,
emphasizing the emotional stakes. The chapter leaves readers on edge, anticipating

the resolution of the conflict and the repercussions of the Autumn Court’s unexpected

involvement.



Chapter Thirty-Four

The chapter opens with Nesta encountering a terrifying creature emerging from black
water—a kelpie with bone-white skin, obsidian hair, and grotesque features including a
too-wide mouth filled with jagged teeth. Overcome with terror, Nesta freezes as the
creature drags itself onto land, its elongated fingers digging into the moss. The
kelpie’'s predatory demeanor and unnatural movements heighten the tension,
culminating in its sudden lunge toward Nesta. Despite an internal voice urging her to

flee, she remains paralyzed until the kelpie seizes her legs and pulls her into the water.

Meanwhile, Cassian and Azriel deal with two captured soldiers bearing Eris’s insignia.
The soldiers exhibit vacant expressions and strange behavior, lacking fear or
awareness of their predicament. Azriel binds them with his Siphons’ power while
Cassian notes their unwashed stench and possible connection to Eris’s missing troops.
The brothers speculate about the soldiers’ odd state, but their focus shifts abruptly
when Cassian realizes Nesta is no longer in the tree where he left her, sparking

urgency to find her.

The narrative alternates between Nesta’s harrowing struggle and Cassian’s growing
alarm. As the kelpie drags her underwater, Nesta’s panic and pain break her stupor,
but her attempts to resist are futile. The bog’s grass offers no grip, symbolizing her
helplessness. Meanwhile, Cassian and Azriel race back to Nesta’s last known location,
their concern mounting when she’s nowhere to be found. The chapter’s dual threads of

horror and urgency create a gripping cliffhanger.

The chapter masterfully blends supernatural horror with action, contrasting Nesta’s
visceral terror with Cassian’s tactical response to the mysterious soldiers. The kelpie’s
otherworldly menace and the soldiers’ eerie blankness suggest larger, unseen forces
at play. The abrupt cuts between perspectives amplify tension, leaving readers

anxious for Nesta’s fate and the truth behind the soldiers’ behavior. The prose



maintains a dark, immersive tone, staying true to the series’ signature blend of fantasy

and emotional intensity.



Chapter Thirty-Five

The chapter plunges Nesta into a harrowing underwater struggle against a kelpie,
evoking traumatic memories of her past encounter with the Cauldron. Disoriented in
the frigid darkness, she initially panics but quickly recalls her weapons and magic.
Despite the kelpie’s relentless grip, Nesta fights back with her dagger, severing its
hold on her leg. The creature retaliates, pinning her to the silty bottom and assaulting
her with a grotesque kiss that forces air into her lungs—a cruel act meant to prolong
her suffering. The violation triggers flashbacks to her abuse by Tomas, heightening her

terror and rage.

As the kelpie disarms her, Nesta’s desperation grows. The creature’s predatory
touches and taunting laughter mirror the entitlement of her past tormentors,
reinforcing her sense of helplessness. Yet, she refuses to succumb, internally reaching
for her dormant power. Amid the swirling darkness, she glimpses a golden disk—an
object of power—floating toward her. The kelpie remains oblivious as Nesta grasps it,
recognizing its significance. Her body aches from cuts and bruises, but the disk offers

a fleeting hope, a tool to turn the tide against her captor.

With clarity born of sheer desperation, Nesta realizes the golden disk is the Mask, a
powerful artifact. As the kelpie drags her deeper, she steels herself for a final gamble.
The creature senses her resolve too late—Nesta swiftly slams the Mask onto her face,
seizing control of the situation. The act symbolizes her defiance, a rejection of the
victimhood that has haunted her. The chapter climaxes with this pivotal moment,

leaving her fate uncertain but her agency undeniable.

The chapter masterfully intertwines physical struggle with psychological trauma,
highlighting Nesta’s resilience. Her journey from panic to empowerment mirrors her
broader arc of reclaiming autonomy. The kelpie’s brutality and the Mask’s emergence

serve as metaphors for her internal battles, culminating in a decisive act of self-



preservation. The vivid, visceral prose immerses readers in Nesta’s ordeal,

underscoring the themes of survival and transformation that define her character.



Chapter Thirty-Six

In this intense chapter, Nesta Archeron undergoes a transformative moment as she
dons a mysterious golden Mask, granting her power over the dead. Submerged in a
bog, she faces a kelpie—a malevolent creature—but the Mask's ancient magic renders
her impervious to pain and suffocation. The kelpie recoils in fear as Nesta harnesses
the Mask's chilling power, sensing the presence of thousands of long-dead warriors
beneath the water. Embracing the Mask's whispers of "home," she commands the

dead to rise, turning the tide against her predator with cold, calculated vengeance.

The kelpie's terror mounts as skeletal hands seize him, dragging him into a gruesome
fate. Nesta, no longer a victim, revels in her newfound agency, directing the dead to
tear the creature apart. The scene is visceral and triumphant, contrasting her past
helplessness with her current dominance. Meanwhile, Cassian and Azriel frantically
search for her, their panic palpable as they wade through the bog, unaware of the
supernatural events unfolding beneath the water's surface. Their desperation

underscores the stakes, heightening the tension.

As the dead emerge in a spectral legion—warriors, kings, and lords long
forgotten—they kneel before Nesta, who rises from the water like a vengeful deity. The
golden Mask glows with eerie power, and she holds the kelpie's severed head,
mirroring her earlier victory over the King of Hybern. Cassian and Azriel witness the
horrifying spectacle, stunned by the sheer force of her command over the undead. The
chapter climaxes with Nesta's chilling control over the legion, her will their sole

purpose.

The chapter concludes with Nesta releasing the kelpie's head, symbolizing her
complete dominance. The Mask's silver fire and the dead's unwavering loyalty hint at a
deeper, darker power within her. Cassian's whispered plea—"Nesta"—captures the awe

and dread of the moment, leaving readers to ponder the consequences of her



unleashed potential. The scene sets the stage for Nesta's evolving role, blending

horror, triumph, and foreshadowing in a gripping narrative turn.



Chapter Thirty-Seven

The chapter opens in the Court of Nightmares, where Rhysand, Amren, Feyre, Cassian,
and Azriel interrogate two captured Autumn Court soldiers in a gruesome dungeon.
The room, feared even by Keir’'s Darkbringers, houses a pit of ravenous beasts
awakened by the prisoners’ blood. Despite Azriel’s brutal methods, the males remain
unresponsive, their vacant expressions suggesting they are under an enchantment.
Rhysand questions their motives for attacking his court in the Bog of Oorid, but the
soldiers only react with mindless violence, leading the group to suspect external

manipulation by forces like Briallyn or Koschei.

Feyre raises ethical concerns about torturing the soldiers if they are not in control of
their actions, prompting Rhysand to agree. Amren confirms the males’ minds are
shrouded in fog, reinforcing the theory of magical coercion. The group decides to seek
Helion’s help to break the spell, prioritizing the soldiers’ families and the need for swift
resolution. Cassian reflects on the weight of their actions, acknowledging the ripple
effects of violence, while Azriel remains stoic. The chapter highlights the moral

ambiguity of their methods and the urgency to uncover the truth behind the attack.

The scene shifts to Rhysand’s palace, where Nesta is discovered in the room housing
the Mask, despite the heavy wards. Her unexplained presence unsettles Rhysand, who
questions how she bypassed his protections. Nesta’'s detached demeanor and
searching gaze suggest she is grappling with unseen forces or trauma. The encounter
hints at her growing connection to the Mask and the potential for her powers to defy

even the High Lord’s magic, setting the stage for future conflicts.

The chapter underscores themes of control, morality, and the consequences of power.
The interrogation scene reveals the characters’ conflicting approaches to justice, while
Nesta’s mysterious actions introduce an element of unpredictability. The narrative

balances tension and introspection, leaving readers questioning the true nature of the



soldiers’ enslavement and Nesta’s role in the unfolding events. The chapter effectively

bridges action and intrigue, deepening the stakes for the story’s progression.



Chapter Thirty-Eight

The chapter opens with Nesta training alongside her friends Emerie and Gwyn, who
tease her about her obvious tension with Cassian. Emerie directly asks if Nesta slept
with him, sparking a flustered reaction. Nesta attempts to deflect, but her friends
notice the lingering glances between her and Cassian, hinting at their unresolved
attraction. Cassian, aware of their gossip, chastises them for not focusing on their
exercises, though his amused demeanor suggests he enjoys the attention. The playful
banter highlights the growing intimacy between Nesta and Cassian, even as she tries

to maintain her composure.

The conversation shifts to Nesta’s mysterious absence the previous day, which Gwyn
correctly guesses involves the Trove—a set of powerful magical objects. Nesta avoids
divulging details, but her silence confirms Gwyn'’s suspicion. Emerie circles back to
Cassian, pressing Nesta for confirmation about their relationship. Nesta’s evasive yet
suggestive response—"1 didn’t say that"—fuels her friends’ curiosity. Cassian
interrupts again, playfully scolding them, but the tension between him and Nesta is

palpable, leaving the group in a charged atmosphere.

Gwyn introduces a Valkyrie technique called Mind-Stilling, a meditation practice to
calm the mind and emotions. Nesta, intrigued, sees it as a way to regain control over
her thoughts, especially around Cassian. Gwyn explains its benefits in battle and
emotional regulation, contrasting it with the lllyrians’ brute-force approach. Nesta
requests copies of the text, eager to master the technique. The exchange reveals her
desire for self-improvement and hints at her deeper struggles with inner turmoil and

attraction.

The chapter closes with Cassian confronting the trio, his smug demeanor confirming he
knows they were discussing him. Nesta’s friends barely contain their laughter, while

she struggles to maintain her defiance. The dynamic between Nesta and Cassian



remains electric, with unspoken tension simmering beneath their interactions. Nesta’s
physical transformation—noticing her stronger body in looser training gear—subtly
underscores her personal growth. The chapter leaves their relationship unresolved but

teases future developments, blending humor, tension, and character development.



Chapter Thirty-Nine

Nesta is consumed by an unrelenting inner fire, driving her to descend an endless
stairwell as a form of physical and emotional release. The repetitive motion mirrors her
determination to break free from past fears, particularly her recent encounter with a
kelpie and the trauma of the Cauldron. She vows never to be paralyzed by fear again,
channeling her energy into relentless movement. This descent symbolizes her

rejection of meekness and her resolve to reclaim her strength.

The next day, despite the harsh autumn rain, Nesta and the priestesses gather for
training, undeterred by the weather. Cassian, their tutor, is struck by Nesta’s fierce
focus and eagerness to push herself, though he struggles to contain his desire for her.
The group has grown, with new priestesses joining, including Gwyn, who wears lllyrian
leathers. Cassian recognizes their collective determination and suggests bringing in

another tutor, Azriel, to accommodate the expanding group.

Azriel joins the training, and while the priestesses are initially hesitant, they quickly
adapt to his presence. Cassian focuses on teaching Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn combat
techniques, including a pressure point strike that can incapacitate an opponent. The
rain soaks them, but their exertion keeps them warm. Gwyn seems distracted,
occasionally glancing at Azriel, but Cassian remains focused on the lesson. Nesta’s
playful interaction with Cassian reveals their growing chemistry, even as they maintain

their training discipline.

After training, Nesta and Gwyn retreat to a cozy corner of the library to study a
chapter on meditation techniques. Despite the simplicity of the instructions, they
acknowledge the challenge of mastering the practice. Gwyn emphasizes the discipline
required, while Nesta jokes about the potential for a nap. Their camaraderie and
shared commitment to growth highlight their bond as they prepare to apply their

newfound knowledge in their next training session.



Chapter Forty

The chapter opens with a rain-soaked Velaris, where Nesta accompanies Cassian to a
centuries-old blacksmith's shop on the city's outskirts. Despite the inclement weather,
Nesta remains composed, her calm demeanor contrasting with the harsh conditions.
Cassian, a regular patron of the shop, brings her to learn about blade-making, as
lllyrian blacksmiths would not welcome a female apprentice. The blacksmith, a skilled
but gruff High Fae, initially hesitates but eventually agrees to demonstrate the process

after Nesta's polite request and Cassian's flattery about the artistry of blades.

Inside the workshop, Nesta observes the blacksmith's detailed explanation of blade
forging, from ore selection to design. Though she speaks little, her focus is evident.
When she asks to try hammering a blade herself, the blacksmith relents, providing a
half-made sword for her to practice on. Her initial attempts are clumsy, but she
persists, gradually improving with each strike. The blacksmith, surprisingly patient,
guides her through the process, and Cassian notes her determination and growing

skill, reminiscent of her resilience during the war with Hybern.

Nesta's progress becomes more apparent as she moves on to hammering a dagger,
her movements surer and her confidence increasing. Sweat beads on her brow, but
she continues with focused intensity, even managing a slight smile. Cassian feels a
surge of pride as he watches her, recognizing the strength and focus she has
developed. The blacksmith, usually reserved, smiles at her for the first time,

acknowledging her dedication and natural aptitude for the craft.

The chapter culminates with Nesta tackling a great sword, her strikes precise and
powerful, as if moving to an internal rhythm. Cassian is captivated by her

transformation, seeing her as a force emerging from the heat and shadows of the
forge. The rain and wind outside provide a backdrop to her rhythmic hammering,

leaving Cassian to wonder what new strength and purpose will arise from this



experience. The chapter closes with a reflection on the challenges of swordplay,

hinting at the continued growth of Nesta and her companions in their training.



Chapter Forty-One

The chapter opens with the dramatic arrival of Helion, High Lord of the Day Court, at
the Hewn City atop a rare black pegasus named Meallan. Despite Rhysand's refusal to
allow Helion's preferred golden chariot entrance, Helion compromises by riding the
majestic winged horse, showcasing his flair for spectacle. Cassian reflects on the
pegasus's rarity and the tragic decline of their population, noting how Amarantha's
cruelty and the loss of their homeland have nearly driven them to extinction. The sight
of Meallan inspires awe in Cassian, Rhys, Feyre, and Azriel, highlighting the pegasus's

enduring mystique.

Helion's charismatic and irreverent personality shines as he interacts with the group,
offering Feyre a ride on his pegasus. The mood shifts when Rhysand privately informs
Cassian and Azriel of their decision to reveal Feyre's pregnancy to Helion, trusting his
extensive libraries might hold solutions to her impending risks. Helion quickly deduces
the news upon sensing Feyre's scent and congratulates the couple, though Rhys's
guarded reaction hints at underlying tensions. The exchange underscores the delicate

balance of trust and necessity in their alliance with Helion.

The group retreats to the moonstone palace, where Helion admires its elegance
compared to the Hewn City's oppressive atmosphere. His playful banter contrasts with
the gravity of the situation, as Rhysand prepares to discuss the spell research he
commissioned. Helion's casual demeanor belies his sharp intellect, and his rapport
with Feyre adds warmth to the scene. The chapter emphasizes Helion's dual role as

both a formidable High Lord and a loyal, if mischievous, ally.

The chapter concludes with an air of anticipation as Helion prepares to share his
findings, teasing Rhysand about the true purpose of his visit. The dynamic between
the characters—Helion's levity, Rhys's cautious leadership, and Feyre's quiet

strength—sets the stage for deeper revelations. The blend of wonder, humor, and



underlying stakes encapsulates the chapter's essence, leaving readers eager for the

next developments in their quest.



Chapter Forty-Two

The chapter opens with Cassian being summoned to Rhys’s office after a night of
intense passion with Nesta. Despite their physical connection, their relationship
remains undefined, leaving Cassian conflicted yet unable to resist her. The tension is
palpable as he joins Rhys, Amren, and Azriel, aware they can scent Nesta on him. The
meeting takes a serious turn when Rhys reveals a blacksmith delivered three weapons,
claiming they are cursed. The weapons—a sword, dagger, and great sword—were
forged with Nesta’s involvement, hinting at a deeper, unintended consequence of her

power.

Rhys explains the blacksmith’s panic, prompting Amren to question Cassian about
Nesta’s role in crafting the blades. Cassian confirms she hammered each weapon,
unknowingly infusing them with her magic. Amren and Rhys exchange wary glances,
recognizing the significance: Nesta has inadvertently created magical weapons, a feat
lost to their world for millennia. The discussion shifts to the historical context,
referencing the legendary sword Gwydion, which was imbued with power by ancient

High Fae. Nesta’s raw, uncontrolled abilities have seemingly replicated this lost art.

Amren warns against handling the blades, comparing them to the dangerous Dread
Trove—objects of immense power tied to the Cauldron. She theorizes Nesta’s emotions
during the forging may have shaped the weapons’ nature, making them unpredictable.
Cassian, however, sees potential in using them as tools of war, while Azriel voices
concerns about the threats Nesta could face if her power becomes widely known. The
group grapples with the implications of her abilities, weighing the risks of exploitation

against the strategic advantages.

The chapter concludes with Amren insisting Nesta must remain unaware of her
power’s true extent, fearing the consequences of her knowledge. Cassian reluctantly

agrees, though his thoughts linger on the weapons’ potential. The discovery leaves the



group uneasy, foreshadowing future conflicts as they navigate the delicate balance
between harnessing Nesta’s power and protecting her from those who would seek to

control or destroy her.



Chapter Forty-Three

Nesta and Cassian arrive in the Spring Court forest, awaiting a tense meeting with Eris,
the son of the Autumn Court's High Lord. The serene beauty of the blooming flowers
contrasts with Cassian's discomfort due to allergies, which Nesta finds amusing. As
they wait, Nesta reflects on how her sister Elain would adore the vibrant scenery,
though their strained relationship prevents her from sharing it. The peaceful setting is
further undermined by Nesta's disdain for the Spring Court's ruler and her growing

impatience with Eris's tardiness.

Eris finally appears, impeccably dressed but radiating cold arrogance. He immediately
provokes Cassian by questioning the deaths of his soldiers, who were killed after being
enchanted by Queen Briallyn and Koschei. Cassian reveals that only two soldiers
survived the battle, explaining they had no choice but to defend themselves. Eris,
however, accuses Cassian of excessive brutality, implying he could have spared more
lives. The tension escalates as Cassian struggles with guilt, while Nesta observes Eris's

subtle reactions with suspicion.

Nesta intervenes, challenging Eris about the illegal ash arrows used by his soldiers,
which nearly killed Azriel. She implies Eris may have darker motives, such as plotting
against his own father, the High Lord. Eris's pale face and evasive responses suggest
her accusations hit close to the mark. The confrontation becomes a battle of wits, with
Nesta turning Eris's manipulative tactics against him, while Cassian watches in silent

admiration.

The chapter ends with Nesta boldly accusing Eris of orchestrating the entire conflict as
part of a larger scheme to manipulate their trust. Her sharp words expose the
underlying power struggle, leaving Eris visibly unsettled. The encounter highlights
Nesta's growing confidence and strategic mind, as well as the fragile alliances within

the fae courts. The unresolved tension sets the stage for further conflict, with both



sides wary of each other's next move.



Chapter Forty-Four

The chapter opens with Nesta, Gwyn, and Emerie training under Cassian’s supervision,
exhausted but determined. Their physical exertion contrasts with the intimate
memories Nesta recalls from the previous night, where she and Cassian shared a
passionate encounter. The tension between their private connection and their public
roles as trainees is palpable, especially as Cassian teases them about their stamina
while hinting at the day’s challenging lesson: mastering the eight-pointed star sword

technique.

Cassian’s demeanor shifts when the topic of the Valkyries arises. Gwyn and Nesta are
surprised to learn he fought alongside the legendary warriors in the past, revealing a
deeper layer of his history. His emotional recounting of the Battle of Meinir Pass, where
the Valkyries sacrificed themselves, adds gravity to the conversation. Nesta senses
unresolved grief in Cassian, particularly when he hesitates to label his fallen comrades
as mere "friends," sparking a flicker of jealousy in her despite the solemnity of the

moment.

The training session takes a symbolic turn when Nesta jests about combining Illyrian
and Valkyrie techniques—a remark that resonates unexpectedly, as if tapping into a
larger destiny. Cassian, Azriel, and the others seem struck by the idea, hinting at a
potential fusion of old and new traditions. Cassian agrees to explore Valkyrie methods
further, with Gwyn offering to share research from Merrill’'s manuscript. The chapter
closes with a sense of anticipation, as Cassian’s enthusiasm for this new direction

reignites the group’s energy.

Later, at dinner with Feyre, Cassian discusses Nesta’s Valkyrie-inspired journey,
though the conversation is cut short. The chapter weaves together themes of legacy,
sacrifice, and renewal, highlighting Nesta’s growing identity as a leader and Cassian’s

role as both mentor and lover. The blend of personal and historical stakes sets the



stage for future developments in their training and relationships.



Chapter Forty-Five

The chapter opens with Nesta, Gwyn, and Emerie enduring a grueling Valkyrie training
session under Cassian’s watchful eye. The trio struggles through painful exercises,
with Gwyn humorously comparing their ordeal to the legendary toughness of Valkyrie
warriors. Cassian, amused by their suffering, reveals he had already tested the
exercises himself at dawn, earning a mix of admiration and exasperation from the
group. The dynamic between the characters is playful yet competitive, showcasing

their camaraderie and shared determination to push their limits.

As the training continues, Cassian unexpectedly asks Nesta what she would name a
sword, sparking a lighthearted debate among the group. Gwyn and Emerie offer
whimsical suggestions, while Nesta’s blunt response—*“Killer"—draws a bemused
reaction from Cassian. The conversation hints at a deeper purpose behind his
question, though Nesta remains skeptical. The playful banter underscores the growing
bond between the characters, even as Nesta senses an underlying tension in Cassian’s

persistence.

Later, Cassian reveals the true reason for his question: the blacksmith has crafted
three magical blades imbued with Nesta’s power from the Cauldron. These weapons,
forged during a previous visit, possess ancient magic unseen for centuries. Cassian
explains that Nesta has unknowingly created a new Dread Trove, a revelation that
stuns her. However, her shock quickly turns to anger when she realizes that Cassian,

Rhys, and Feyre have known about this for some time without telling her.

The chapter ends with Nesta confronting Cassian about the secrecy, her voice sharp
with betrayal. Cassian attempts to deflect, but Nesta demands answers, refusing to let
the matter drop. The tension between them escalates, leaving their relationship at a
precarious point. The scene highlights Nesta’'s growing assertiveness and her refusal to

be sidelined, setting the stage for further conflict and revelations.



Chapter Forty-Six

Nesta, consumed by rage, storms through the city unaware of her surroundings, driven
by fury to confront Amren. She bursts into Amren’s loft, shattering the door and
disrupting Amren and Varian in an intimate moment. Nesta accuses Amren of
withholding information about her powers, revealing her deep sense of betrayal. The
tension escalates as Varian reluctantly leaves, and Nesta’s anger focuses solely on

Amren, who remains composed despite the confrontation.

The argument between Nesta and Amren intensifies as Nesta expresses her feelings of
abandonment, claiming Amren chose Feyre over her. Amren counters, asserting that

Nesta’s refusal to master her powers and her self-pity are the real issues. She criticizes
Nesta’s inability to see Feyre’s love and warns that her unchecked emotions make her
dangerous. Nesta’s bitterness and sense of betrayal clash with Amren’s blunt honesty,

highlighting their fractured relationship.

Nesta’s vulnerability surfaces as she questions her own worthiness of love and power,
comparing herself to Tamlin. Amren mocks her self-delusion, insisting that Nesta’s
refusal to reflect on her actions prevents her growth. The confrontation takes a darker
turn as Nesta recalls her violent past, and Amren warns of the dangers of her
uncontrolled powers. The exchange underscores Nesta’s internal struggle and Amren’s

disillusionment with her.

Feyre arrives, attempting to mediate the conflict, but Nesta’s resentment spills over as
she criticizes Feyre’s authority and Amren’s loyalty. Feyre defends Amren,
emphasizing respect, while Nesta’s accusations reveal her deep-seated pain and
isolation. The chapter ends with unresolved tension, leaving Nesta’s emotional turmoil

and fractured relationships at the forefront.



Chapter Forty-Seven

The chapter opens with Cassian intercepting Nesta as she flees through Velaris,
consumed by guilt over an undisclosed action that has angered Rhysand. Without
resistance, Nesta allows Cassian to carry her into the sky, where they meet Azriel, who
provides supplies. Cassian flies Nesta to the remote Sleeping Mountains, where they
set up camp in tense silence. Nesta, overwhelmed by self-loathing, withdraws
completely, wishing to vanish into the landscape as Cassian builds a fire with cold

detachment.

As night falls, Feyre initiates a mental conversation with Cassian, revealing that
Rhysand has apologized for his overreaction and threats against Nesta. Feyre, though
hurt by the truth Nesta revealed, demonstrates remarkable resilience and insists the
family will face the challenge together. She urges Cassian and Nesta to return home,
but Cassian declines, explaining they will remain in the wilderness for a few days. The
dialogue highlights Feyre’'s maturity and Cassian’s protective stance toward Nesta

despite her actions.

Cassian reveals his plan to take Nesta on a punishing hike, framing it as both a
physical challenge and a symbolic penance for her behavior. Feyre humorously notes
Nesta’s aversion to outdoor exertion, while Rhysand privately approves of the idea.
The exchange underscores the complex dynamics between the characters—Feyre’s
forgiveness, Rhysand’s lingering anger, and Cassian’s balancing act between discipline
and care. The mental conversation ends with Feyre entrusting Nesta’s well-being to

Cassian.

The chapter closes with Cassian watching over Nesta as she sleeps, curled into herself
in the mountain’s shadows. His silent vow to protect her contrasts with the day’s
turmoil, hinting at unresolved tensions but also at the possibility of redemption. The

wilderness setting mirrors Nesta’s inner desolation, while Cassian’s steadfast presence



suggests a path toward healing, albeit one fraught with challenges. The scene leaves

their future uncertain but anchored in quiet determination.



Chapter Forty-Eight

The chapter opens with Nesta waking to Cassian’s command, her body aching from a
restless night on the hard ground. Despite her exhaustion and emotional numbness,
she forces herself to eat the food he provides, though she feels indifferent to his
demands. Cassian, cold and unyielding, outlines their grueling hike ahead,
emphasizing the physical toll it will take. Nesta complies mechanically, shouldering a
heavy pack without protest, her detachment evident in her silence and lack of care for

her own discomfort.

As they begin their trek, Nesta surrenders to the physical strain, her labored breathing
and burning legs a stark contrast to the vibrant mountain scenery around her. Cassian
leads without conversation, his focus solely on their progress. Nesta’s internal turmoil
mirrors the harshness of the journey, her thoughts as sharp as the glass-like air she
breathes. The descent proves even more taxing, with the pack threatening to topple

her, yet she persists, her determination fueled by a deeper, unspoken despair.

During a brief stop at the river, Nesta collapses, drinking greedily from the cold water
to soothe her parched throat. Cassian allows her thirty minutes to rest, though his tone
remains stern. When he warns her of the dangers of fainting, Nesta’s silent
response—a wish for oblivion—catches his attention. His momentary gentleness is met
with resentment, highlighting the emotional chasm between them. The break is short-
lived, and Cassian resumes their march, his frustration still simmering beneath the

surface.

The chapter closes with Cassian’s realization of the depth of Nesta’s self-loathing,
recognizing that her desire to cease existing cannot be alleviated by external forces.
Despite his anger, he acknowledges that only Nesta can confront her inner demons.
Their journey becomes a metaphor for her struggle, with Cassian’s rigid expectations

mirroring her own harsh self-judgment. The chapter leaves their relationship



unresolved, poised between confrontation and the possibility of healing, as they

continue their arduous path forward.



Chapter Forty-Nine

The chapter opens with Cassian and Nesta midway through a grueling mountain trek,
where they set up camp for the night. Exhausted, Nesta collapses onto the dusty
ground, too drained to move despite the discomfort. Cassian’s demeanor is cold and
distant, reflecting the tension between them. Nesta, burdened by guilt and physical
strain, barely manages to remove her pack before succumbing to sleep, ignoring the
food Cassian leaves for her. The surrounding landscape is described as ancient and

watchful, adding a mystical tone to their arduous journey.

Over the next two days, Nesta remains silent, fixated on Cassian’s back as they
navigate the treacherous terrain. Every step is a struggle, with stones and fatigue
weighing her down. She avoids stopping for water or rest, fearing the intrusive
thoughts of her self-perceived failures. Cassian, seemingly unaffected, leads the way
without faltering, while Nesta’s physical and mental state deteriorates. The relentless
march highlights her stubbornness and inner turmoil, as she refuses to acknowledge

her limits.

Nesta’s exhaustion reaches a breaking point when she collapses, dehydrated and
disoriented. Cassian rushes to her aid, realizing she hasn’t drunk water in hours. His
initial relief turns to urgency as he tends to her, pouring water into her mouth and
demanding answers. Nesta’s glazed eyes briefly sharpen, marking the first real
interaction between them in days. The scene underscores Cassian’s underlying

concern despite his outward coldness, hinting at unresolved emotions between them.

The chapter closes with Cassian’s frantic efforts to revive Nesta, revealing the depth of
his care beneath his hardened exterior. Nesta’s physical collapse mirrors her
emotional breakdown, emphasizing her self-destructive tendencies. The stark contrast
between Cassian’s strength and Nesta’s fragility sets the stage for potential

reconciliation or confrontation. The mountainous backdrop, both beautiful and



unforgiving, serves as a metaphor for their strained relationship and the challenges

they must overcome.



Chapter Fifty

Nesta, overwhelmed by guilt and grief, collapses by a mountain lake, unable to contain
her anguish any longer. She relives the moment she revealed a painful truth to Feyre,
her sister, and the hatred she harbored toward her father before his death. The weight
of her actions and her inability to change the past consumes her, leaving her sobbing
uncontrollably. When Cassian appears beside her, his presence—steady and

warm—only intensifies her emotional turmoil, as she feels unworthy of his kindness.

Nesta confesses her deepest regrets to Cassian, admitting she allowed her father to
die with hate in her heart despite his love for her. She spirals into self-loathing,
convinced she can never atone for her actions or undo the pain she’s caused. The
sound of cracking logs in a fire torments her, reminding her of her father’'s neck
snapping—a trauma she cannot escape. Cassian listens quietly, offering no immediate

comfort, as Nesta unravels, her voice breaking under the weight of her despair.

Cassian finally intervenes, pulling Nesta into his arms despite her protests. He
reassures her that her father’s death was not her fault, sharing his own struggles with
guilt and loss to show her she’s not alone. Nesta, however, remains trapped in her self-
recrimination, unable to see past her failures. She reveals how her anger and
resentment toward her family led to their suffering, and how those memories haunt
her relentlessly. Cassian’s steady presence and gentle touch offer a fleeting sense of

solace, though Nesta still believes she deserves none of it.

In the chapter’s closing moments, Cassian refuses to dwell on his own pain, instead
focusing on Nesta’s healing. He assures her that her tears are a necessary step toward
confronting her past and finding a way forward. The wind and sunlight seem to
respond to his words, symbolizing a glimmer of hope. Though Nesta remains broken,
Cassian’s unwavering support hints at the possibility of redemption, leaving the reader

with a sense of cautious optimism for her emotional journey.



Chapter Fifty-One

The chapter opens with Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn in the training ring, where Emerie
teases Nesta about her week-long disappearance with Cassian, hinting at their
intimate relationship. Nesta admits to their passionate encounters by the lake, though
she avoids discussing her unresolved tensions with her sister, Feyre. The group’s
banter shifts focus when Gwyn introduces a white silk ribbon tied to a beam,
explaining it as a Valkyrie test of skill: cutting the ribbon in half signifies readiness for
battle. Cassian, intrigued, challenges them to attempt the feat, setting the stage for a

demonstration of their progress.

Emerie volunteers first but fails to slice the ribbon, her strikes only causing it to flutter
harmlessly. Cassian effortlessly succeeds, showcasing his superior skill and earning a
mix of admiration and irritation from the group. The ribbon test becomes a metaphor
for their training journey—highlighting the gap between their current abilities and the
mastery required. The lighthearted competition underscores the camaraderie among

the characters, even as it reinforces the rigorous standards Cassian holds them to.

The tension between Nesta and Cassian simmers beneath the surface, culminating in a
charged moment when he touches the ribbon, recalling their intimate experiences.
Their unspoken connection is palpable, and the chapter later reveals their unresolved
desire as Nesta drags Cassian to his bedroom. The scene shifts abruptly to their
passionate encounter, where physical dominance and submission mirror the intensity
of their emotional bond. Cassian’s raw possessiveness and Nesta’s surrender

underscore the complexity of their relationship.

The chapter closes with their intimate moment, emphasizing the duality of Nesta and
Cassian’s connection—both in battle and in passion. The training ring and bedroom
serve as parallel spaces where power dynamics play out, reflecting their personal

growth and unresolved tensions. The ribbon test, while a physical challenge, also



symbolizes the emotional and psychological hurdles Nesta must overcome, hinting at

future trials in her journey toward self-mastery and reconciliation with her family.



Chapter Fifty-Two

Nesta attends a sunset service in a cavernous temple filled with hooded priestesses,
their blue gems glimmering in the torchlight. She takes a seat at the back, unnoticed
by most, and observes the simple dais with its natural stone podium. The atmosphere
shifts as Merrill, a silver-haired priestess, passes by with a cold demeanor, casting a
hateful glance at Nesta. The tension eases slightly when Gwyn appears among the
seven priestesses on the dais, her mischievous smile reassuring Nesta. The chapter

sets a mystical tone, blending anticipation with the quiet reverence of the gathering.

The service begins with seven bell peals, signaling the start of the ritual. The
priestesses rise in unison and burst into song, their voices blending into a harmonious
melody that fills the cavern. Nesta is captivated by the beauty of the music,
particularly Gwyn’s powerful mezzo-soprano voice, which stands out among the
others. Merrill delivers a prayer about the Mother, the Cauldron, and themes of hope
and love, but Nesta remains engrossed in the music, which feels ancient and
transcendent. The chapter emphasizes the transformative power of sound, drawing

Nesta deeper into the experience.

The music evolves into a complex interplay of voices and instruments, with Gwyn’s
voice soaring above the rest. Nesta closes her eyes, losing herself in the melodies,
which evoke vivid imagery of nature and ancient landscapes. The songs seem to
transport her to another realm, where she envisions mist-veiled mountains and carved
stone symbols. The harmony of the priestesses’ voices and the harp’s notes create a
sensory immersion, blurring the line between reality and the mystical visions the
music conjures. The chapter highlights Nesta’s emotional and spiritual connection to

the ritual.

As the music reaches its peak, Nesta’s consciousness drifts further, entering a dark,

primordial path within her vision. She senses unseen horrors behind sealed doors,



hinting at deeper mysteries and dangers lurking beneath the surface of the sacred
ceremony. The chapter ends on an ambiguous note, leaving Nesta suspended between
the beauty of the music and the unsettling darkness it reveals. This duality
underscores the chapter’s exploration of both transcendence and hidden threats,

setting the stage for future revelations.



Chapter Fifty-Three

Nesta and Cassian embark on a perilous journey to the Prison, a desolate mountain
fortress steeped in eerie silence and foreboding. Rhysand has armed Nesta with a
sword she Made, hinting at the dangers ahead. The landscape feels abandoned, as if
waiting for something long gone to return. Nesta’s sharp wit masks her unease, while
Cassian remains vigilant, aware of the horrors within. The bone-carved gates groan
open, signaling their expected arrival, and they step into the darkness, bound by strict

rules to avoid provoking the Prison’s malevolent inhabitants.

Descending into the Prison’s depths, Nesta clings to Cassian’s hand as his Siphon casts
a bloody glow on the black walls. The air is thick with whispers and the scraping of
unseen claws, heightening the tension. Cassian’s demeanor shifts when they pass a
cell housing Blue Annis, a creature he once battled. Nesta’s dread grows as she
reflects on Amren’s centuries-long imprisonment here, feeling guilt for how she treated
her. The oppressive atmosphere and haunting sounds amplify her remorse, making the

descent feel endless.

The pair finally reach a hidden chamber marked by an iron door bearing a single
rune—Lanthys, a name that visibly unsettles Cassian. Nesta, guided by her scrying
vision, locates the alcove leading to the Harp’s chamber. Despite Cassian’s hesitation,
she steps through the illusory rock, pulling him into a smooth-walled hallway. The Harp
sits innocently in the center of a circular room, surrounded by carved symbols. Its
ordinary appearance belies its power, and Nesta senses the latent wards and spells

protecting it.

Nesta and Cassian debate their next move, wary of triggering a trap. Nesta suggests
the Harp might allow her passage, as the Mask did, due to their shared magical nature.
Cassian refuses to let her face the danger alone, emphasizing the Harp’s potential

treachery. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, their fate uncertain as they stand at the



threshold of the chamber, poised to retrieve the Harp—or confront whatever guardians

lie in wait.



Chapter Fifty-Four

The chapter opens with Cassian facing imminent death as he discovers Lanthys’s cell
door open. Despite his fear, his primary focus is protecting Nesta, sharpening his
resolve into a weapon. Lanthys, a powerful and ancient immortal, taunts Cassian,
revealing his escape was orchestrated by Nesta’s unintentional command to the Harp.
The Harp’s magic not only freed her but also Lanthys, potentially unleashing other
imprisoned horrors. Cassian engages in a tense verbal duel with Lanthys, trying to buy
time for Nesta to escape while masking her true nature from the creature’s predatory

curiosity.

As Lanthys circles them, he fixates on the Harp’s power, describing its ability to
manipulate time, kingdoms, and even Death itself. Cassian interrupts Lanthys’s
monologue by attacking, urging Nesta to flee with his Siphon. The confrontation
escalates, with Cassian sacrificing himself to ensure her escape. Nesta obeys, sprinting
toward the Prison’s gates, but guilt gnaws at her as she realizes she’s abandoning
Cassian to certain death. The Harp’s warmth in her hand hints at its lingering,

unpredictable magic.

Nesta’s flight is fraught with terror as she hears the battle rage behind her, the
Prison’s other inmates stirring at the chaos. She races uphill, clutching the Harp and
Cassian’s Siphon, desperate to summon help from Rhysand. Yet the distance and time
weigh heavily on her—Cassian may not survive long enough for reinforcements to
arrive. The chapter underscores her internal conflict between self-preservation and

loyalty, as well as the dire consequences of the Harp’s unchecked power.

The chapter’s tension peaks with Nesta’s realization that she has left Cassian behind, a
cold dread settling in her heart. The Harp’s hum suggests it’s still active, its motives
unclear. Meanwhile, Cassian faces Lanthys alone, praying Nesta reaches safety. The

narrative leaves both characters in peril, setting the stage for a climactic resolution in



subsequent chapters. The themes of sacrifice, unintended consequences, and the

limits of power are central to this gripping segment.



Chapter Fifty-Five

The chapter opens with Nesta, Cassian, and Rhysand in a tense standoff after a battle,
with Rhysand insisting Cassian rest due to his injuries. Nesta holds the powerful Harp
and her sword Ataraxia, silently reconciling with her sister Feyre through a mental
exchange where she apologizes for past harsh words, and Feyre forgives her. The
Harp’s dangerous capabilities are discussed, as it allows unrestricted winnowing and
seems to have a malevolent will of its own. Rhysand and Feyre debate how to secure
it, ultimately deciding to lock it away separately from another artifact, the Mask, to

prevent catastrophic consequences.

Rhysand questions Nesta about her visions upon touching the Harp, which hinted at
the island’s dark history—possibly involving trapped souls. The conversation shifts to
Lanthys, an ancient being they encountered, and the mysterious "Wild Hunt." Rhysand
reveals the legend of the Daglan, near-godly rulers who enslaved Fae and humans,
and their overthrow by the hero Fionn and his sword Gwydion. Fionn later became the
first and only High King before being betrayed by his queen and general, leading to the
rise of the seven High Lords. Amren’s fragmented memories of this era are mentioned,

placing the events in a broader historical context.

Nesta inquires about "Narben," a legendary death-sword Lanthys referenced, which
Rhysand explains could slay even immortal beings like him. The group reflects on how
Nesta’s sword, Ataraxia, similarly proved lethal to Lanthys, hinting at its potential
significance. The discussion underscores the precarious balance of power in their
world, with ancient artifacts and forgotten legends resurfacing to challenge the
present order. The chapter blends action, mythology, and character development,

deepening the lore while advancing Nesta’s emotional arc.

The interactions between Nesta, Feyre, and Cassian highlight themes of redemption

and familial bonds, while the exploration of the Harp and ancient history sets the stage



for future conflicts. Rhysand’s role as a lorekeeper bridges past and present,
emphasizing the cyclical nature of power and betrayal. The chapter ends with lingering
questions about the artifacts’ true potential and the looming threat of enemies who

might seek them, leaving readers eager for the next developments in the story.



Chapter Fifty-Six

The chapter opens with the onset of winter in Velaris, where Nesta and her fellow
Valkyries endure harsh training conditions, their weapons and shields often coated in
frost. Despite the cold, Nesta thrives physically, her gaunt appearance replaced by a
healthier visage, even as her intense sexual relationship with Cassian continues.
Though their encounters are passionate, Nesta grapples with the emotional distance
Cassian maintains, never staying to hold her afterward, leaving her to wonder when he

might grow tired of her.

Nesta’s life expands beyond training as she begins dance lessons with Morrigan, using
the Veritas orb to study intricate waltzes from various Fae courts. The music captivates
her, offering a rare joy, though the lessons remain strictly professional, with Morrigan
offering little personal interaction. As the Winter Solstice approaches, Morrigan
surprises Nesta by taking an interest in her attire for the upcoming ball, marking the
first genuine conversation between them. Nesta’s hesitant use of Morrigan’s nickname,

"Mor," signals a tentative step toward camaraderie.

Their dynamic shifts further when they visit the library, where Nesta witnesses
Morrigan’s warm friendship with Clotho, a contrast to the coldness she usually directs
at Nesta. This moment stirs shame in Nesta, highlighting her outsider status.
Meanwhile, Emerie’s visit to the library reveals her admiration for Morrigan, adding
another layer to the group’s complex interpersonal dynamics. Gwyn teases Nesta

about her dual roles as a dancer and shelver, lightening the mood.

The chapter closes with Nesta reflecting on her evolving relationships and the
upcoming challenge of dancing with Eris at the ball. Morrigan’s confidence that Nesta
will humble Eris hints at the underlying tensions and unspoken alliances within the
court. Nesta’s physical and emotional transformations are central, as she navigates

newfound strengths, vulnerabilities, and the delicate balance between intimacy and



isolation in her world.



Chapter Fifty-Seven

Cassian reflects on his usual joy during Winter Solstice, a time filled with drinking,
snowball fights, and camaraderie with his brothers. However, this year, the festivities
fill him with bitterness and anger. The Court of Nightmares is adorned for the
celebration, but Cassian’s focus is on Nesta, who is set to dance with Eris—a prospect
that fills him with jealousy and resentment. The tension is palpable as he stands in the

throne room, surrounded by enemies, including Keir and Eris, whom he despises.

The throne room is lavishly decorated with black candles, evergreen garlands, and
holly berries, but the atmosphere is far from festive. Rhysand and Feyre make a grand
entrance, with Feyre’s pregnancy on full display, eliciting gasps from the crowd.
Rhysand exudes protective pride, while Feyre glows like a goddess. Meanwhile,
Cassian observes the reactions of Keir and Eris, who are visibly unsettled. The event

serves as a political statement, reinforcing the power and unity of the Night Court.

Nesta and Elain enter behind Rhysand and Feyre, dressed in Night Court black,
symbolizing their place within the royal family. Elain appears subdued in the dark
attire, but Nesta commands attention with her striking presence. Her dress, adorned
with silver thread and sapphires, accentuates her confidence and beauty. Cassian is
overwhelmed by her appearance but dares not look at her or Eris, knowing it would
reveal their hidden tensions. The sisters’ silent estrangement adds another layer of

complexity to the scene.

The chapter culminates in a charged moment as Nesta stands poised and defiant, her
feline smirk hinting at her unshakable resolve. Cassian struggles to maintain his
composure, torn between desire and duty. The political stakes are high, with the Court
of Nightmares watching every move. The tension between personal emotions and
courtly obligations underscores the chapter, setting the stage for the impending dance

and the unresolved conflicts simmering beneath the surface.



Chapter Fifty-Eight

The chapter opens with Nesta arriving at the river house for a Winter Solstice
celebration, a year after her last strained holiday gathering. Despite the festive
atmosphere, she feels like an outsider, haunted by memories of past isolation. Cassian
attempts to lighten her mood, but Nesta remains guarded, still processing the
emotional vulnerability she showed during their recent dance at the ball. Her focus has
shifted to training, using physical exertion to quiet her turbulent thoughts, though the

unresolved tension with Cassian lingers beneath the surface.

Upon entering the party, Nesta hesitates, hanging cloaks to delay joining the others.
Her reunion with Elain is unexpectedly charged—what begins as a wary exchange
escalates when Nesta snaps at her sister, only for Elain to respond with surprised
laughter. This moment of raw emotion breaks the ice between them, hinting at a shift
in their strained relationship. Azriel observes their interaction, his presence adding a

layer of unspoken tension, particularly in his silent exchange with Elain.

Inside the family room, the inner circle’s dynamics unfold: Feyre radiates joy on her
birthday, while Amren pointedly ignores Nesta, deepening her sense of alienation.
Cassian’s attentive offer of tea and a seat demonstrates his care, contrasting with the
group’s cautious scrutiny. Nesta’s brief, polite exchange with Feyre and Lucien
underscores her effort to navigate the gathering despite discomfort. The chapter
highlights her internal struggle to reconcile her past behavior with her desire for

belonging.

The chapter closes with Nesta’s quiet observation of the room’s dynamics—Lucien’s
wariness, Elain’s avoidance of him, and Azriel’s watchful presence. Though physically
present, Nesta remains emotionally distant, grappling with her place in the group. The
crackling fire serves as a metaphor for her simmering unresolved emotions, leaving

her poised between isolation and the possibility of connection, with Cassian’s



persistent kindness offering a tentative bridge forward.



Chapter Fifty-Nine

The chapter opens with Nesta waking in Cassian's arms, savoring the warmth and
contentment of their intimate connection. Their morning begins with tender caresses
that quickly escalate into passionate lovemaking, unhurried and thorough. As dawn
breaks, they share a quiet moment, with Nesta tracing the contours of Cassian's body,
murmuring a soft "good morning." However, their tranquility is abruptly interrupted
when Cassian realizes he’s late for an annual snowball fight with Rhys and Azriel, a
centuries-old tradition he takes seriously. Despite Nesta’s amused disbelief at the idea
of fearsome warriors engaging in such a playful rivalry, Cassian rushes off, leaving her

without even a farewell kiss.

Three days pass without word from Cassian, leaving Nesta restless and consumed by
longing. Azriel replaces him in training, remaining distant and offering no updates
beyond a vague "soon." Nesta’'s physical and emotional need for Cassian becomes
overwhelming, driving her to seek solace in self-pleasure, though it leaves her
unsatisfied. Her thoughts spiral as she questions the intensity of her attachment,
wondering if it’'s normal to feel so consumed by another person. Meanwhile, she
throws herself into Valkyrie training, using the grueling sprints to distract from her

inner turmoil.

Seeking companionship, Nesta invites Emerie and Gwyn to spend the night at the
House of Wind for a "read-in." The trio settles into the private library, where Emerie
teasingly remarks on Nesta’s obvious distress over Cassian’s absence, attributing it to
his prowess in bed. Nesta deflects with humor, though her memories of their intimacy
betray her feelings. The lighthearted banter is interrupted by Gwyn’s arrival, her
cautious demeanor contrasting with the cozy atmosphere Nesta has arranged. The
House has prepared cots and blankets, creating a makeshift sleepover space for the

three women.



As the chapter closes, the focus shifts to the budding camaraderie among Nesta,
Emerie, and Gwyn. Their shared evening hints at deeper bonds forming, offering Nesta
a respite from her preoccupation with Cassian. Yet, beneath the surface, her longing
for him lingers, underscoring the chapter’s exploration of love, desire, and the struggle
to balance personal growth with emotional vulnerability. The juxtaposition of playful
moments and Nesta’s inner turmoil highlights her complex journey toward self-

acceptance and connection.



Chapter Sixty

The chapter opens with Cassian returning after a five-day absence, noting a significant
shift not only in his relationship with Nesta but also among Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn.
The trio is found training together in the practice ring, wearing matching braided
bracelets with silver charms. Gwyn prepares to cut a ribbon with a blade, encouraged
by Nesta and Emerie, while Cassian and Azriel observe from a distance. The scene is
charged with tension and camaraderie, hinting at a deeper bond forming among the

three females.

Gwyn’s determination shines as she whispers a mantra of strength before executing a
flawless cut, severing the ribbon in half. Nesta crowns her with the fallen ribbon,
declaring her a Valkyrie—a title later earned by Emerie and Nesta as well. This ritual
marks a pivotal moment, symbolizing their transformation into a united force. Cassian
reflects on the profound significance of this moment, sensing a shift in the world’s

trajectory, while Azriel also seems to recognize its weight.

Despite their triumph, Nesta struggles with her unresolved desire for Cassian, who
avoids her after the training session. The next day, Cassian and Azriel introduce an
obstacle course designed to test the females’ teamwork, emphasizing the Valkyries’
historical strength as a unit. The challenge is met with skepticism and determination,
particularly from Gwyn, who vows to prove the males wrong. The course proves

grueling, with the trio making it only halfway before time runs out.

The chapter closes with the group nursing their injuries but undeterred, pledging to try
again. Their resilience and growing unity underscore the chapter’s themes of
transformation and solidarity. Cassian and Azriel’s role as mentors is highlighted,
pushing the females to embrace their potential as Valkyries. The chapter leaves
readers anticipating the next steps in their journey, both as warriors and as individuals

forging unbreakable bonds.



Chapter Sixty-One

Nesta pushes herself to complete a personal challenge by descending ten thousand
stairs, a test she set for herself after passing the Valkyrie trials. As she moves
downward, she reflects on her growth, newfound friendships, and the joy of training
with Cassian and her fellow Valkyries. Her relationship with Cassian is explored in
intimate detail, highlighting the contrast between tender lovemaking and passionate
encounters, which have become a vital part of her healing and self-discovery. The

physical exertion of the stairs mirrors her emotional journey toward self-mastery.

While descending, Nesta practices Mind-Stilling, a Valkyrie technique for maintaining
calm amid chaos, symbolizing her transformation. She embraces the pain and
exhaustion, refusing to let them control her, and emerges stronger with each step. The
repetitive motion becomes meditative, reinforcing her sense of autonomy and
resilience. By the time she reaches the bottom, she acknowledges the person she is
becoming—someone she might even like—marking a stark contrast to her past self-

destructive tendencies.

At the bottom, Nesta faces a choice: indulge in old habits or return to the House for the
Starfall celebration. Despite the allure of the city, she chooses to climb back up, drawn
by Cassian and the life she has built. The arduous ascent represents her commitment
to growth and connection. When she arrives, Cassian greets her with warmth, and
their reunion is filled with unspoken understanding and affection. He carries her to the

party, where she is overwhelmed by the beauty of the starry sky.

At the Starfall celebration, Nesta is awestruck by the celestial display, moved to tears
by the sheer wonder of existence. Surrounded by friends and loved ones, she
experiences a profound sense of gratitude and joy, a far cry from her previous
numbness. The chapter closes with her reaching out to touch a passing star,

symbolizing her embrace of life’s beauty and her hard-won redemption. Her journey



from self-loathing to self-acceptance culminates in this moment of pure, unguarded

happiness.



Chapter Sixty-Two

The chapter opens with the arrival of spring in Velaris, bringing a temporary respite
from the looming threats of Briallyn and Beron. Despite the calm, Cassian warns that
their enemies may be secretly amassing forces, leaving the group in a tense state of
uncertainty. A rare red star appears in the sky, interpreted as an ill omen, further
unsettling Rhys and the others. Nesta channels her growing anxiety into rigorous
training with the priestesses, though she questions whether they will ever face real

battle or if their preparations will remain theoretical.

Nesta’s focus shifts when she receives an urgent letter summoning her and Cassian to
a forest clearing in the Middle, where Eris awaits them. The sight of the sacred
mountain, a remnant of Amarantha’s reign, unnerves Nesta, prompting a discussion
about its history and the mysterious trio of barren peaks. Eris reveals that these
mountains, including the Prison and Ramiel, may hold ancient secrets beneath their
surfaces. The conversation hints at deeper lore, but Cassian impatiently redirects the

discussion to Eris’s reason for summoning them.

Eris discloses that his father, Beron, has been secretly meeting with Briallyn on the
continent, raising suspicions of an impending conflict. He warns that the world seems
to be holding its breath, waiting for Nesta to find the Harp—a revelation that catches
Eris off guard when he realizes the Night Court already possesses it. Tensions escalate
as Eris accuses them of hoarding the Trove’s power for their own gains, reflecting his
ingrained distrust of their court’s intentions. Cassian deflects with a courtier’s cool

demeanor, further intriguing Nesta.

The chapter concludes with Eris’s skepticism unresolved, as he questions whether the
Night Court will next seek the Crown. Cassian’s evasive responses and Nesta’s internal
reactions highlight the political maneuvering and underlying tensions between the

courts. Nesta’s private admiration for Cassian’s diplomatic prowess adds a layer of



personal intrigue, contrasting with the broader stakes of power and trust. The
encounter leaves the reader anticipating the next steps in their precarious alliance and

the looming threats on the horizon.



Chapter Sixty-Three

The chapter opens with Cassian reflecting on the terms of his bargain with Nesta,
which required him to wait a night at the House of Wind before speaking to her unless
she initiated contact first. Despite the restrictions, Cassian is determined to resolve
their conflict, undaunted by the mating bond or Nesta's potential rejection. His only
fear is that she might hate him for it, especially after their heated argument the
previous day. He plans to apologize and declare his feelings once she speaks to him,

breaking the silence between them.

Cassian seeks out Rhys at dawn, asking to be winnowed to Windhaven after learning
Nesta is there with Gwyn and Emerie. Upon arriving, he senses the presence of Nesta
and Gwyn at Emerie's shop but is alarmed when Rhys reveals they are missing.
Cassian's panic escalates as he breaks into the shop, discovering signs of a struggle
and male scents in the room. The absence of the females and the evidence of a violent

abduction send him into a frenzy of fear and anger.

The scene shifts to Cassian's horrified realization that Nesta, Gwyn, and Emerie have
been forcibly taken to participate in the Blood Rite, an ancient and brutal lllyrian trial.
The abduction serves as a cruel message to the females for challenging traditional
lllyrian norms and to Cassian for defying their rigid hierarchies. The chapter
underscores the gravity of the situation as Cassian and Rhys confront the terrifying
reality that the three women are now trapped in a deadly ritual meant only for lllyrian

warriors.

The chapter ends with Rhys confirming the Blood Rite's commencement at midnight,
leaving Cassian reeling with dread. The abduction of Nesta, Gwyn, and Emerie is a
calculated act of vengeance, targeting them for their defiance and Cassian for his
support. The stakes are impossibly high, setting the stage for a desperate rescue

mission as Cassian grapples with the fear of losing Nesta and his friends to the



merciless traditions of lllyrian culture.



Chapter Sixty-Four

Nesta awakens disoriented and in pain, her mouth dry and head throbbing, to find
herself in a harsh, cold environment surrounded by unconscious lllyrian warriors. She
quickly realizes she has been forcibly taken to participate in the Blood Rite, a brutal
trial where magic is bound, leaving her powerless. Panic sets in as she recalls her
friends, Gwyn and Emerie, screaming before she blacked out. With no weapons or
warm clothing, Nesta understands she must act quickly before the others awaken and

discover her vulnerable state.

Determined to survive, Nesta assesses her surroundings, noting the sheer number of
warriors and the absence of her friends. She remembers stories of Cassian, Rhysand,
and Azriel surviving the Rite by fighting their way to each other, but doubts her own
chances. The cold is unbearable, and she knows she needs warmth, shoes, and a
weapon. Spotting a distant tree, she considers using moss to determine direction but
finds none. Her priority becomes finding higher ground to locate Ramiel, the sacred

mountain, and hopefully her friends.

As Nesta prepares to move, she notices a predatory male staring at her with cruel
intent. Fear courses through her when she sees a knife embedded in a tree—a rare
weapon in the Rite. She faces a choice: flee or fight for the blade. Knowing the danger
of being unarmed among awakened warriors, she decides to run for the knife, her
survival instincts overriding her fear. The chapter ends with her sprinting toward the

weapon, the stakes of her predicament painfully clear.

Meanwhile, Cassian is in turmoil after discovering Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn have been
taken. His family gathers, but Rhysand reminds him of the Rite’s unbreakable laws:
interfering means death for both rescuer and rescued. Cassian’s desperation grows as
he realizes he can do nothing but wait, a prospect he finds unbearable. The chapter

highlights the emotional tension between Cassian’s protective instincts and the harsh



realities of lllyrian tradition, setting the stage for the challenges both he and Nesta

must face.



Chapter Sixty-Five

Nesta awakens alone in the western dumping ground of the Blood Rite, separated from
her friends Emerie and Gwyn. Realizing they must be in the northern or southern
territories, she climbs a tree to orient herself toward Ramiel, the ritual's endpoint. The
distance seems insurmountable, and with her healing abilities suppressed by the Rite's
magic, even minor injuries could prove fatal. Determined to survive and rescue her
friends, Nesta pushes forward, aware that no outside help will come due to the Rite's

strict laws.

As warriors begin waking behind her, Nesta notices her silver charm bracelet
glowing—a beacon she unknowingly created to guide her back to her friends. The
charm pulses strongest when pointed north, signaling urgent danger in that direction.
This revelation sparks hope: the Rite's anti-magic rules don't suppress her "Made"
objects, a loophole the lllyrians hadn't anticipated. The charm's magic affirms Nesta's

personhood, a subtle but profound comfort amid the brutality of the trial.

Choosing to trust the charm, Nesta races northward, battling impractical boots and
rough terrain. She strategizes survival needs—water, shelter, fire—while staying alert
for pursuing warriors. The charm's persistent glow confirms her path, though she hides
its light to avoid detection. Her progress is abruptly interrupted when an arrow
narrowly misses her, revealing that some participants have weapons—a dangerous

violation of the Rite's typical rules.

Dodging the arrow, Nesta scans for the attacker, realizing the stakes have escalated.
The weapon confirms the Rite's lethality, but she refuses to yield. Drawing her knife,
she prepares to fight or flee, her resolve hardening. The chapter ends with Nesta
poised between survival and sacrifice, her journey northward now a race against both
the elements and armed adversaries. Her determination to reunite with her friends

fuels her forward, even as the risks mount.



Chapter Sixty-Six

Nesta confronts an lllyrian warrior who threatens her with a bow and arrow,
demanding her weapons. Despite the danger, she remains defiant, questioning him
about another female’s whereabouts. His taunting confirmation about Emerie’s fate
ignites her fury. In a swift and brutal act of retaliation, Nesta disarms and incapacitates
him, leaving him writhing in pain as she retrieves her weapons and sets off to find her

friend.

Following the warrior’s trail, Nesta reaches a river where a group of lllyrian males are
gathered. She overhears their conversation, which reveals Emerie escaped by jumping
into the river but may not survive the rapids. Though Nesta is tempted to kill the males
for their cruelty, her priority is finding Emerie. She stealthily follows the riverbank, her

determination unwavering despite the perilous terrain and freezing conditions.

Nesta spots Emerie unconscious and trapped on a fallen tree near a waterfall, her body
battered and barely alive. Realizing the urgency, Nesta strips off her clothes, braces
against the icy water, and leaps in to rescue her friend. Fighting the numbing cold, she
navigates the treacherous rocks and currents, finally reaching Emerie and dragging
her to safety. The physical toll is immense, but Nesta’s focus remains on saving her

friend.

With Emerie barely breathing and injured, Nesta knows they must cross the river to
find shelter and warmth. Despite her own exhaustion and the limited resources, she
resolves to protect Emerie at all costs. The chapter ends with Nesta’s unwavering
determination to survive and ensure her friend’s safety, highlighting her fierce loyalty

and resilience in the face of overwhelming odds.



Chapter Sixty-Seven

Nesta and Emerie continue their perilous journey through the lllyrian wilderness,
searching for their missing companion, Gwyn. Emerie recounts her near-fatal
encounter with hostile males, while Nesta shares her own harrowing experiences. The
pair moves cautiously, encountering scattered warriors and evidence of violent
clashes. Their hope wanes as they find no trace of Gwyn, only the grim possibility of
discovering her body. As night falls, they take refuge in a cave, huddling for warmth
and taking turns keeping watch, their bond strengthening amidst the shared dread of

what lies ahead.

The next morning, they discover ominous signs—bloodied snow and large animal
tracks—heightening their unease. A relentless snowfall obscures their path,
intensifying the bitter cold. Nesta reflects on past comforts, vowing never to take them
for granted again. Their determination falters as exhaustion and cold seep in, but
Emerie’s sharp senses detect smoke, reigniting a fragile hope. Following the scent,
they strategize silently, their communication reduced to gestures and shared glances,

each step forward a test of their resilience and trust in one another.

Approaching the source of the smoke, they overhear male laughter and spot Gwyn’s
nightgown displayed like a trophy. Nesta’s rage simmers as she scouts the camp,
identifying weapons and a familiar face among the warriors. The absence of Gwyn
fuels her fury, but before she can act, Emerie is captured by two males. The chapter
pivots to Cassian and Azriel, who surveil a mysterious castle, debating whether to
intervene in Briallyn’s affairs. Cassian grapples with the laws forbidding his

interference in Nesta’s trial, torn between duty and love.

The chapter culminates in dual tensions: Nesta’s desperate fight to save Emerie and
Cassian’s internal struggle over Nesta’s autonomy. Both threads underscore themes of

sacrifice and self-determination. Nesta’s resolve hardens into vengeance, while



Cassian’s restraint highlights his respect for her strength. The narrative leaves readers
poised for confrontation, with the fates of Emerie, Gwyn, and Nesta hanging in the

balance, and Cassian’s loyalty to the law tested against his deeper loyalties.



Chapter Sixty-Eight

The chapter follows Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn as they navigate the treacherous lllyrian
Rite, seeking shelter in a tree for the night. With no caves available, they use a rope
left by Queen Briallyn’s forces to secure themselves to a branch, hoping their scents
will mask Emerie’s lllyrian identity from predatory creatures. The group discusses the
Rite’s history, including the legendary warrior Enalius, who defended a strategic pass
during an ancient war. The conversation highlights the Rite’s brutality and the
significance of Ramiel, the mountain they must climb, while foreshadowing the

challenges ahead.

As night deepens, the trio takes turns keeping watch, their hunger and exhaustion
palpable. Emerie shares her knowledge of the Rite, explaining the Pass of Enalius—a
perilous route Cassian and his brothers once conquered—and its symbolic importance.
Nesta reflects on the legacy of bravery and wonders if her own name will endure. The
group’s camaraderie and determination shine through their shared struggle, even as

distant roars remind them of the dangers lurking in the darkness.

The next morning, Gwyn scouts the terrain and discovers a critical bridge over a
ravine, which could give them an advantage if they reach it first. Realizing other
competitors are also heading toward the bridge, the trio debates whether to run or
proceed cautiously. They ultimately choose to sprint, despite their exhaustion, to
intercept the rival group before they can destroy the bridge. The tension escalates as

both parties race toward the same objective, setting the stage for a confrontation.

The chapter culminates in a high-stakes chase, with Nesta, Emerie, and Gwyn altering
their course to confront the males before they reach the bridge. Armed with makeshift
weapons and fueled by desperation, the trio prepares for a potential battle. The
narrative underscores their resilience and strategic thinking, as well as the physical

and emotional toll of the Rite. The cliffhanger ending leaves readers anticipating the



outcome of their daring maneuver and the next phase of their journey toward Ramiel.



Chapter Sixty-Nine

Eris leads a small caravan eastward, accompanied by Briallyn, with Cassian and Azriel
secretly tracking them. The group enters an ancient, moss-covered forest, eventually
stopping at a lakeside camp. Cassian and Azriel observe from a distance, noting the
mix of nobility and soldiers among Eris’s party. The tension escalates when Eris
suddenly confronts Cassian, holding Nesta’s dagger to his ribs, revealing a calculated

trap.

Meanwhile, Nesta, Gwyn, and Emerie struggle to ascend a treacherous mountain as
part of the Blood Rite. Exhausted and injured, they push forward despite their physical
and mental anguish. Nesta reflects on the possibility that the mountain amplifies their
fears, draining their resolve. When they spot Bellius and his group closing in, Nesta
takes decisive action, carrying Gwyn on her back to ensure their survival, embodying

relentless determination.

Back at the lakeside camp, Cassian and Azriel face off against Eris, who taunts them
with cryptic remarks about Rhysand and the Morrigan. The confrontation takes a
darker turn as Briallyn’s voice interjects, revealing her involvement in the scheme. The
scene underscores the political and personal vendettas at play, with Cassian and Azriel

caught in a dangerous game of power and deception.

The chapter weaves together two parallel narratives of survival and confrontation.
Nesta’s physical endurance and leadership contrast with Cassian’s precarious
situation, highlighting the themes of resilience and betrayal. The mounting tension in
both storylines sets the stage for pivotal developments, leaving readers eager to see

how the characters will navigate their respective challenges.



Chapter Seventy

The chapter depicts a pivotal battle scene where Nesta Archeron stands her ground
against Bellius's warriors, defending her friends behind an unyielding line she has
drawn. With no room for fear, she faces the attackers with calm determination and
love, embodying her resolve to protect those she cares about. The narrative highlights
her focused mindset as she engages the first wave of warriors, her smile and shield
raised in defiance. This opening sets the tone for a fierce confrontation, emphasizing

Nesta's transformation into a warrior driven by purpose rather than hatred.

Nesta's combat skills are showcased as she efficiently dispatches multiple opponents,
her movements synchronized with her breath. The battle becomes a dance of precision
and strength, reflecting her rigorous training. A fleeting thought about her sword,
Ataraxia, hints at her growth and self-doubt, questioning whether she has finally
become worthy of wielding it. This introspection adds depth to the action, revealing
her internal struggle amidst the physical fight. The Old Language name of the sword,
which once amused Lanthys, carries symbolic weight, foreshadowing its significance in

her journey.

As the battle intensifies, Nesta faces increasing numbers of lllyrian warriors, yet she
remains unshaken. Her unflinching focus and lethal efficiency underscore her role as a
protector, standing as a barrier between her friends and danger. The repeated
emphasis on holding the line reinforces her unwavering commitment. The chapter's
pacing mirrors the chaos of combat, with each paragraph building tension as Nesta's
adversaries fall one by one. Her resilience transforms the scene into a testament to

her inner strength and tactical prowess.

The chapter concludes with the revelation of Ataraxia's meaning—"Inner Peace"—a
poignhant contrast to the surrounding violence. This duality encapsulates Nesta's arc:

her external battles mirror her internal quest for peace and self-acceptance. The



sword's name serves as a thematic anchor, tying her physical struggles to her
emotional growth. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of Nesta's hard-earned
mastery, both in combat and in her personal journey, setting the stage for further

developments in her character and the overarching narrative.



Chapter Seventy-One

The chapter opens with Cassian and Azriel confronting Koschei, a shadowy death-lord,
at a lake where he holds Eris captive. Koschei taunts them, revealing his meticulous
preparation for their arrival, while Cassian attempts to negotiate Eris's release,
secretly hoping Koschei remains unaware of the powerful Made dagger Eris carries.
Tension escalates as Azriel's shadows recoil, and Koschei's mocking laughter hints at
impending danger. Azriel suddenly senses imminent peril and urges Cassian to flee,
but Cassian finds himself paralyzed, unable to move as Azriel escapes with Eris and

the dagger.

Briallyn, a vengeful queen, emerges from the shadows, her golden crown glowing with
power as she seethes with hatred toward Cassian. Koschei, indifferent to her vendetta,
casually winnows her and Cassian away, leaving Azriel powerless to intervene. The
scene shifts to Nesta, who stands bloodied and exhausted after defending the
mountain pass against lllyrian warriors to protect her friends, Gwyn and Emerie, as
they complete the sacred climb. Nesta's resolve hardens as she faces Bellius, the last
remaining warrior, who reveals the historical significance of her stand—mirroring the

legendary lllyrian hero Enalius.

Bellius, unharmed and arrogant, mocks Nesta's efforts, claiming he never intended to
win the climb but sought only to confront her. As dawn approaches, Gwyn and Emerie
successfully touch the sacred stone, securing their victory, which enrages Bellius.
Nesta's triumphant smile provokes him, and he attacks, signaling the start of their final
clash. The chapter ends with the mountain rumbling, snow swirling ominously, and

Bellius lunging at Nesta, leaving their fate unresolved.

The chapter masterfully intertwines two high-stakes confrontations: Cassian's capture
by Briallyn and Koschei's machinations, and Nesta's desperate stand against Bellius.

Both arcs emphasize themes of sacrifice, resilience, and the cost of defiance. The



tension is palpable as characters face seemingly insurmountable odds, setting the
stage for dramatic developments in the story's climax. The parallel struggles of

Cassian and Nesta highlight their shared determination to protect others, even at

great personal risk.



Chapter Seventy-Two

The chapter opens with Nesta Archeron fighting desperately to hold off Bellius, a
formidable opponent, as dawn approaches. Though exhausted and battered, she takes
solace in knowing her friends Emerie and Gwyn have survived the brutal "Breaking"
trial. Nesta's power remains temporarily suppressed, leaving her to rely solely on her
combat skills. Bellius attacks relentlessly, fueled by irrational hatred, while a violent
storm obscures the battlefield. Despite her fatigue, Nesta dodges and blocks his
strikes, though the slippery terrain and his superior speed put her at a severe

disadvantage.

As the fight intensifies, Bellius disarms Nesta, leaving her vulnerable. He mocks her
before launching another assault, landing precise cuts that weaken her further. A
powerful blow sends Nesta crashing into a boulder, leaving her breathless and
bloodied. Bellius discards his weapons, intending to kill her with his bare hands.
Though her body screams in protest, Nesta forces herself to rise, driven by sheer
willpower. The storm rages around them, mirroring the chaos of the battle as she faces

near-certain defeat.

In her darkest moment, Nesta finds renewed determination. Despite her injuries, she
refuses to surrender, clinging to her desire to live happily and reunite with loved ones.
As Bellius prepares to deliver the final blows, Nesta steels herself for one last stand. He
scoffs at her defiance, but she surprises him by blocking his punch and countering with
a crushing blow to his nose. The tables turn as Nesta reveals her hidden

advantage—the combat training from her mate, Cassian.

The chapter culminates in Nesta's triumphant reversal of fortune. Her resilience and
training allow her to gain the upper hand against Bellius, proving her strength even
without her powers. The confrontation highlights her growth from a broken warrior to a

determined survivor. Though physically overwhelmed, Nesta's mental fortitude and



connection to her mate empower her to fight back, setting the stage for a potential

victory as dawn—and her full power—approaches.



Chapter Seventy-Three

The chapter opens with Nesta locked in a brutal fight against Bellius, her strength
waning as he drives her toward a symbolic line in the earth. Despite her exhaustion,
she refuses to yield, even as Bellius lands punishing blows. When he knocks her across
the line, the mountain trembles, signaling a shift in the battle. Nesta crawls away,
defying him until the last moment, but Bellius draws a knife, taunting her with the
promise of a violent end. Just as she resigns herself to death, Cassian intervenes with

lethal force, slicing Bellius’s throat and saving her.

Cassian’s arrival initially brings relief as he helps Nesta stand, but the moment turns
sinister when he suddenly threatens her, his voice and actions no longer his own.
Nesta struggles against his grip, horrified as she realizes he’s being controlled. Cassian
is trapped in his own body, silently screaming for her to fight or flee, but unable to
break free from the force manipulating him. His internal agony contrasts sharply with
the physical threat he now poses to Nesta, creating a tense and heartbreaking

dynamic.

The chapter takes a darker turn as Briallyn, the true orchestrator of Cassian’s actions,
reveals herself. Wearing the Crown, she asserts control over Cassian, forcing him to
present Nesta to her. Nesta’s defiance shifts from physical combat to a mental battle
as she faces Briallyn’s twisted power. The scene underscores the vulnerability of both
Nesta and Cassian, as well as the insidious nature of the Crown’s influence, which

turns allies into weapons.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Briallyn’s triumph and Cassian’s helplessness
heightening the stakes. Nesta’s resilience is tested in a new way as she confronts not
just physical danger but the betrayal of her mate’s autonomy. The mountain’s earlier
shuddering hints at deeper magical forces at play, leaving readers anticipating the

next confrontation and the potential consequences of Briallyn’s unchecked power.



Chapter Seventy-Four

The chapter opens with Briallyn, the antagonist, wielding the power of the golden
Crown to halt a storm and assert control over nature. Her dark satisfaction is evident
as she turns Cassian into a motionless, empty-eyed statue, revealing her manipulation
of events to lure Nesta into her trap. Nesta, horrified, realizes Briallyn orchestrated the
capture of her friend Emerie to weaken her, exploiting Nesta’'s recklessness and
emotional attachments. Briallyn taunts Nesta, explaining how she used the lllyrians
and Eris as pawns to ensure Cassian’s proximity, enabling her to ensnare him with the

Crown’s power.

Briallyn’s motives become clear as she reveals her desire for retribution and power,
specifically the Trove—a collection of magical artifacts. She admits to manipulating
Nesta into gathering these items unwittingly and now demands their exchange for
Cassian’s life. Nesta, though shaken, senses Briallyn’s deceit and refuses, prompting
Briallyn to escalate her threats. Cassian, struggling against the Crown’s control, shows
flashes of resistance, his anguish evident as he fights the compulsion to harm Nesta.
Briallyn coldly calculates the psychological torment of forcing Cassian to kill his own

mate, believing it will break Nesta’s resolve.

The tension peaks as Cassian, under the Crown’s command, attacks Nesta, pinning her
down with a knife to her throat. Despite his physical actions, his eyes betray his
internal agony and love for her. Nesta, terrified yet defiant, warns Briallyn that killing
her will forfeit access to the Trove, but Briallyn remains unmoved, confident she can
extract what she needs from Nesta’s blood. The scene underscores the brutal stakes of
Briallyn’s power play, as Nesta confronts the horrifying reality of Cassian being

weaponized against her.

In the final moments, Nesta’s trembling subsides as she locks eyes with Cassian,

recognizing the unwavering love he still holds for her—a love she feels unworthy of but



which fuels her determination. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Cassian poised
to kill Nesta, his internal struggle mirroring the external conflict between Briallyn’s
ruthless ambition and Nesta’s desperate resilience. The emotional and physical
brutality of the confrontation leaves the reader questioning whether Nesta will find a

way to break Briallyn’s hold or succumb to the Crown’s deadly influence.



Chapter Seventy-Five

The chapter opens with a tense moment as Cassian lies motionless on the ground,
prompting Nesta to rush to him in distress, fearing the worst. Her panic turns to relief
when she discovers the knife beneath him is unbloodied, and Cassian reveals he was
merely lying low during her powerful display of magic. Their emotional reunion is
marked by Nesta’s tears and Cassian’s soothing words, as he acknowledges her
triumph over Briallyn, who has been unmade. The Crown, now a black stain on the

earth, symbolizes Nesta’s victory and the end of their immediate threat.

Nesta and Cassian share a tender moment, declaring their bond as mates through a
heartfelt kiss that transcends their surroundings. The intensity of their connection is
palpable as their souls intertwine, glowing with mutual joy and awe. This intimate
scene underscores the depth of their relationship, contrasting sharply with the chaos
of their recent battle. Their happiness, however, is short-lived as the arrival of Mor and

Azriel interrupts the moment, hinting at new complications.

The mood shifts abruptly as Mor and Azriel land nearby, their grave expressions
signaling urgent news. Cassian immediately inquires about Eris, learning that while he
is safe and the Made dagger has been recovered, tensions remain high. The focus then
shifts to Feyre, whose name is dropped ominously by Mor, suggesting a new crisis.
This cliffhanger ending leaves readers anticipating the next development, as the

characters’ hard-won peace is once again threatened.

The chapter masterfully balances emotional resolution with impending conflict,
showcasing Nesta’s growth and her bond with Cassian while setting the stage for
further challenges. The juxtaposition of their personal joy against the broader threats
they face highlights the ongoing stakes in their world. The abrupt ending ensures the

narrative momentum continues, leaving readers eager for the next chapter.



Chapter Seventy-Six

The chapter opens with a tense scene at the River House, where Feyre is experiencing
a life-threatening premature labor. The atmosphere is grim, with blood saturating the
room and Feyre’'s weakened state alarming everyone present. Madja, the healer,
reveals the dire situation: the baby is stuck in the birth canal, and Feyre is losing too
much blood. Despite the risks, Feyre insists on an emergency procedure to save the
baby, even if it endangers her own life. Rhysand, visibly distraught, agrees, while

Nesta, Elain, and others gather in silent support, praying for a miracle.

As the procedure begins, the gravity of the situation deepens. Rhys tries to numb
Feyre's pain through their mental bond, but the baby is delivered lifeless, sending Mor
and Rhys into despair. Madja’'s efforts to save Feyre falter as her condition
deteriorates, and Rhys’s anguish erupts into screams. The chapter underscores the
devastating consequences of the mates’ bond—if Feyre dies, Rhys will follow. Cassian
and Azriel struggle to restrain Rhys, torn between letting him be with Feyre in her final

moments and preventing further chaos.

Amid the despair, Nesta senses Death’s presence and makes a pivotal decision. She
steps back, summoning the Mask, Crown, and Harp—three ancient and deadly
artifacts. Donning them, she transforms into an otherworldly being, her eyes blazing
with silver fire. The room watches in awe and terror as Nesta, now wielding
unimaginable power, approaches Feyre. Rhys attempts to intervene, but Nesta freezes

him with a mere gesture, asserting her control over the situation.

The chapter culminates in Nesta’s ascension as a force beyond comprehension. Her
actions hint at a possible intervention to save Feyre, Rhys, and the baby, though the
cost remains uncertain. The scene leaves readers on the edge, questioning whether
Nesta’s power will bring salvation or further tragedy. The emotional weight of familial

bonds, sacrifice, and the limits of magic are central themes, setting the stage for a



dramatic resolution in the subsequent chapters.



Chapter Seventy-Seven

The chapter opens with Nesta harnessing the power of the twenty-sixth string on the
Harp, which controls Time itself, to halt the moment of Feyre's impending death. As
she plucks the string, the world around her freezes, leaving her surrounded by the
horrified faces of her loved ones, including Rhysand, Azriel, and Cassian. A soft, wise
voice—reminiscent of a maternal presence—whispers cryptic words about darkness
and beginnings, guiding Nesta as she navigates this suspended reality. The scene is
charged with tension and despair, emphasizing the gravity of Feyre's condition and

Nesta's determination to intervene.

Nesta reflects on her emotional journey, realizing that her desire to feel nothing has
transformed into a longing to embrace all emotions, even the painful ones. The voice
probes her resolve, questioning whether she truly wants to experience the full
spectrum of life, including its hardships. Nesta affirms her choice, declaring her love
for Feyre and her willingness to endure anything to save her sister and the others. This
moment marks a pivotal shift in her character, as she moves from self-imposed

detachment to a profound acceptance of vulnerability and connection.

Kneeling beside Feyre, Nesta makes a desperate plea to the Cauldron, offering to
return the power she once took in exchange for the knowledge to save Feyre,
Rhysand, and their child. The room remains frozen as she whispers her love for Feyre,
a confession she had never voiced aloud before. The Harp's silent note reverberates,
holding Time at bay, while Nesta's tears and determination underscore the emotional
weight of her sacrifice. The chapter builds toward a climactic moment as she prepares

to act, her resolve unwavering despite the uncertainty of success.

As Time resumes, iridescent light flows from Nesta into Feyre, signaling the Cauldron's
acceptance of her bargain. The room erupts with movement and noise, but the focus

remains on the transformative power of Nesta's sacrifice. Rhysand's rage subsides as



he witnhesses the light enveloping Feyre, and the others watch in awe. The chapter
ends with a sense of hope and renewal, as Nesta's selfless act not only saves her sister
but also symbolizes her own redemption and newfound purpose. The light becomes a

metaphor for healing and the enduring bonds of love and family.



Chapter Seventy-Eight

The chapter opens with Nesta reuniting with her friends Gwyn and Emerie after their
harrowing experience in the Rite. Despite their injuries and torn clothing, the trio
shares an emotional embrace, with Gwyn initially expressing anger but quickly melting
into the moment. Nesta celebrates their victory, revealing she also gained a crown,
though the powerful Trove artifacts are being returned. The group reflects on how the
magical stone healed them and brought them to safety, hinting at deeper bonds and

unspoken truths they’ll carry forward.

Nesta’s concern for Emerie’s safety after Bellius’s death highlights her protective
nature, but Emerie dismisses the worry, confident the Illyrians will accept the official
story. The friends laugh about the chaos their victory will cause among the lllyrians,
who will be outraged by their triumph. Nesta basks in the joy of their camaraderie,
feeling hopeful for the first time about the future, especially with her mate, Cassian,

waiting for her. The scene underscores her growth from isolation to finding belonging.

The narrative shifts to the introduction of Nyx, Rhys and Feyre’s newborn son,
described as radiant with starlight and tiny wings. Cassian, holding the baby, jokes
about the trouble Nyx will cause, while Feyre and Rhys beam with pride. Nesta joins
them, and her silent exchange with Cassian leads them to a private conversation
outside. They discuss her sacrifice—giving up most of her magic to the Cauldron to
save her friends—and her decision to alter her body for future compatibility with

childbirth, though she insists she’s not ready yet.

Cassian is moved by Nesta’s selflessness and asks what she truly desires. Her simple
answer—“You”—reveals her emotional vulnerability and acceptance of their bond.
Their playful banter about a lavish mating ceremony contrasts with the depth of their
connection, showcasing Nesta’s newfound happiness. The chapter closes with a sense

of closure and anticipation, as Nesta looks forward to a future filled with love,



friendship, and the promise of shared adventures.



Chapter Seventy-Nine

Cassian reluctantly meets with Eris in the Hewn City to assess his loyalty and gather
information. Despite being recently kidnapped and tortured by his father, Beron, Eris
appears composed, though tension lingers beneath his polished demeanor. Their
conversation quickly turns confrontational as Cassian probes Eris about his past
actions, particularly his abandonment of Mor in the woods years earlier. Eris deflects,
revealing he manipulated Beron with a mix of truth and lies to protect their alliance,

but his bitterness and jealousy toward other courts hint at deeper emotional wounds.

The chapter delves into Eris’s complex relationship with his father, highlighting the
abuse he endures to maintain his position. Cassian recognizes the parallels between
their upbringings—both surrounded by violence—but where Cassian found love and
purpose, Eris remains trapped in a cycle of cruelty. Eris’s defiance masks his pain, and
when Cassian presses him about Mor, he refuses to explain, suggesting only she
deserves an answer. This evasion fuels Cassian’s frustration, as Eris’s actions

contradict his apparent desire to overthrow Beron and ally with Rhysand’s court.

Their exchange shifts to political threats, with Eris warning that Beron may ally with
Koschei, urging Cassian to focus on the larger conflict rather than old grievances.
Despite his hostility, Eris’s commitment to their cause is evident, as he endured
torture to safeguard their secrets. Cassian, however, remains torn between distrust
and a grudging acknowledgment of Eris’s sacrifices. His thoughts drift to Nesta, his
mate, whose strength and growth inspire him, reinforcing his gratitude for the life he's

built—a stark contrast to Eris’s isolation.

In a final, cutting remark, Cassian challenges Eris’s self-perception, calling him a
“decent male” too afraid to act on his morals. The accusation strikes a nerve, exposing
Eris’s internal struggle between survival and redemption. Cassian leaves, pitying Eris’s

loveless existence but refusing to absolve him of his past cruelty. The encounter



underscores the chapter’s themes of trauma, choice, and the possibility of

change—even for those long shrouded in darkness.



Chapter Eighty

The chapter opens with the arrival of spring in Velaris, where Feyre and her newborn
Nyx are finally able to venture outside, often accompanied by Rhys or Mor. Nesta joins
Feyre and Elain for a walk, reflecting on her intense relationship with Cassian, who has
been openly calling her his mate. Despite their passionate bond, Nesta and her friends
continue rigorous Valkyrie training under Cassian and Azriel’s guidance, determined to
refine their skills after the Blood Rite. Gwyn, though back in the library, considers

attending Nesta’s upcoming mating ceremony.

Preparations for Nesta and Cassian’s mating ceremony are in full swing, with Rhysand
sparing no expense to make it extravagant despite Nesta’s initial wishes for simplicity.
The temple is adorned with enchanted flowers, silks, and candles, reflecting Rhys’s
generosity. Nesta, however, focuses on the significance of the ceremony itself—the
vows, the binding ribbon, and the joy of being with Cassian. Their relationship has
deepened, and she feels no fear about their future, especially after Rhys gifts them the

House of Wind as a mating present.

A poignant moment occurs when Nesta, Feyre, and Elain visit their father’s grave to
introduce Nyx. Nesta struggles to find words but ultimately leaves a carved rose on the
gravestone, symbolizing her gratitude and love. She acknowledges her father’s
sacrifice and vows to honor his memory by embracing the love and support around
her. Cassian’s presence overhead reassures her, reinforcing their bond as mates and

partners.

The chapter concludes with Nesta rejoining her sisters, her heart lightened by the visit
to her father’s grave. Nyx sleeps peacefully in Elain’s arms as the sisters share a
moment of unity and hope. Nesta’s journey of healing and self-acceptance is
underscored by her newfound sense of belonging in Velaris, surrounded by family,

friends, and Cassian’s unwavering love. The chapter highlights her emotional growth



and the bright future ahead.



