Fourth Wing

Fourth Wing by Rebecca Yarros is a thrilling fantasy novel set in a brutal war college
where candidates must survive deadly trials to become elite dragon riders. The story
follows Violet Sorrengail, a young woman who must navigate dangerous political
alliances, life-or-death combat, and a forbidden romance, all while uncovering hidden
secrets that could change everything. Filled with action, intrigue, and emotional depth,

Fourth Wing captivates readers with its intense world-building and complex characters.

CHAPTER ONE

The chapter opens with a poignant reflection on the bond between a dragon and its
rider, emphasizing that their connection is vital for survival. The protagonist, Violet,
faces the daunting reality of conscription day at Basgiath War College, a brutal training
ground designed to forge elite defenders of Navarre’s borders. Her internal monologue
reveals her fears and sense of inadequacy, acknowledging the perilous nature of her
chosen path and her awareness that many of her peers are stronger and more
prepared. The morning’s beauty contrasts sharply with her grim expectations,

underscoring the dangerous uncertainty that lies ahead.

Violet’s physical and emotional exhaustion is palpable as she prepares to enter the
college, a place notorious for its harsh discipline and unforgiving environment. She
describes the rigorous training and the brutal conditions designed to weed out the
weak, emphasizing that only the strongest survive, especially in the Riders Quadrant.
The scene highlights the intense pressure on young recruits, many of whom have been
groomed their entire lives for this destiny. Violet's self-doubt and vulnerability contrast

with the formidable reputation of the college, setting up her internal struggle with her



perceived limitations.

A tense confrontation unfolds when Violet’s mother, General Sorrengail, and her sister
Mira arrive, disrupting her attempt to gather her composure. Mira’s outspoken concern
about Violet’'s placement in the Riders Quadrant underscores the familial tensions and
differing ambitions within the family. Violet’s embarrassment and her mother’s
pragmatic attitude reveal the harsh realities of their world, where strength and
suitability are scrutinized relentlessly. The scene underscores the emotional stakes for
Violet, caught between her own desires and the expectations imposed by her family

and society.

The chapter concludes with a moment of personal vulnerability as Violet’'s mother
criticizes her appearance and health, reflecting the weight of her own past struggles
and the high standards she expects. Violet’'s defiant love for her library and her quiet
resilience hint at her inner strength and the potential for her to forge her own path
despite the formidable obstacles. This opening chapter sets the tone for a story of
courage, familial conflict, and the fight to define oneself amid a brutal, unforgiving

world.



CHAPTER TWO

The chapter opens with a clarification about the nature of combat and competition
within the Riders Quadrant, emphasizing that it's not typically kill or be killed, but
rather a brutal environment where casualties occur when a cadet is deemed a liability
or during shortages of dragons. This sets the tone for the dangerous and tense
atmosphere that pervades the training ground, highlighting the high stakes and the
underlying threat of mortality that hangs over the cadets. The environment is
unforgiving, and survival depends on both skill and luck, with the threat of death

always imminent.

The protagonist, Violet Sorrengail, faces her own perilous challenge as she prepares to
cross the parapet during a storm, her mind haunted by the recent death of Dylan, a
fellow cadet. Her internal mantra, “l will not die today,” underscores her determination
to survive despite the overwhelming fear and the hostile stare of Xaden, a rival or
authority figure. The vivid imagery of rain, thunder, and the grim reality of casualties
underscores the deadly seriousness of their training, as well as the emotional toll it

takes on the cadets, who are acutely aware of their mortality.

Violet's identity as the daughter of General Sorrengail introduces additional pressure.
She grapples with the expectations and assumptions others have about her, whether
they see her as a naturally gifted rider or something less capable. Her internal struggle
to stay calm amidst the chaos and her efforts to focus on her training reflect her
resilience. The scene is tense, with her navigating not only physical danger but also
social and personal doubts, all intensified by the storm and the mocking voices of her

peers.

As she finally steps onto the parapet, Violet must confront her fear head-on, fighting
against the wind, rain, and her own panic. Her focus shifts to maintaining balance and

composure, recalling advice from her father and her training. The chapter ends with



her pushing forward despite the peril, her mind racing with logical thoughts and
memories to steady her nerves. This moment encapsulates her courage and
determination to survive in a brutal environment where every step could be her last,

emphasizing her mental strength and resolve to endure the deadly test.



CHAPTER THREE

The chapter opens with a vivid description of blue dragons, emphasizing their
formidable size and ruthlessness, particularly highlighting the danger posed by the
rare Blue Daggertail, whose tail spikes can disembowel an enemy with a single flick.
This sets a tone of danger and intensity, illustrating the fierce nature of these
creatures and establishing a world where dragons are both awe-inspiring and deadly.
The mention of Colonel Aori’s guide to dragonkind suggests a deeper lore and
knowledge about these beasts, hinting at the importance of understanding and

respecting such powerful creatures within this universe.

The narrative shifts to a tense, personal moment as the protagonist, Violet, faces a
grueling trial of endurance. Despite physical pain and exhaustion, she survives a
challenging test, feeling a mixture of relief and triumph, knowing she is alive and has
succeeded in a significant, life-threatening moment. Her body trembles from the
ordeal, especially her injured knee, and she quickly tries to conceal her pain amidst
the bustling, celebratory courtyard filled with cadets and riders. The scene
underscores her resilience and the physical and emotional toll of her training,

illustrating her determination to survive against all odds.

As Violet navigates the crowded citadel grounds, she encounters Rhiannon, who offers
camaraderie and support. Their interaction reveals the camaraderie among cadets,
with Rhiannon expressing gratitude for Violet’'s help and commenting on the colorful,
rebellious appearance of other candidates. Violet's internal struggle is evident as she
battles nausea, trembling, and pain, which threaten to overwhelm her. Her physical
weakness contrasts with her inner strength, highlighting the mental resilience required
to endure such a demanding environment. This moment deepens the reader’s

understanding of Violet’s character as both vulnerable and fiercely determined.



The chapter culminates in a dramatic reunion with Dain Aetos, a former childhood
friend now transformed into a formidable second-year rider. His appearance shocks
Violet, who is visibly affected by his changed demeanor and physicality. Her sudden
illness and vulnerability lead Dain to assist her, guiding her into a hidden alcove and
tending to her with surprising tenderness. The scene emphasizes the emotional
complexity of their relationship, mixing concern, familiarity, and unspoken history. It
also introduces a tense dynamic, as Dain’s serious tone and Rhiannon’s protective
attitude hint at underlying conflicts and secrets that will likely influence future

developments.



CHAPTER FOUR

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of the sparring ring, emphasizing its
importance as the crucible where riders are forged or broken. It underscores the
necessity for cadets to develop the ability to defend themselves, as no respectable
dragon would choose a rider lacking combat skills. The sparring arena symbolizes the
brutal training environment, blending moments of intense competition with the high
stakes of survival. This setting establishes the chapter’s tone, highlighting the rigorous
and often harsh reality of becoming a rider, where strength and resilience are

paramount.

The narrative shifts to a detailed account of the morning memorial ceremony, where
Captain Fitzgibbons reads out the names of fallen cadets, including Elena Sosa and
Brayden Blackburn. The somber mood underscores the high mortality rate during
training, with the names being the only memorial and spoken acknowledgment of their
sacrifice. The scene captures the mixture of grief, remembrance, and the stark reality
of death that shadows every aspect of cadet life. The chapter emphasizes the fleeting

nature of safety and the ever-present danger that defines their existence.

Following the memorial, the story explores the daily routines and social dynamics
among the cadets. The protagonist reflects on the restrictive living conditions, such as
shared dormitories and the absence of private rooms until they survive Threshing. The
scene reveals a community hardened by loss and danger, where camaraderie and
mistrust coexist. The characters’ interactions, especially Dain’s stern leadership
contrasted with glimpses of humor and personal connections, deepen the reader’s

understanding of the complex relationships forming amidst the chaos and uncertainty.

The chapter concludes with preparations for upcoming training, including sparring
sessions, the daunting Gauntlet obstacle course, and the impending Threshing event.

The protagonist contemplates the high mortality rate and questions who will survive to



reach the flight field and beyond. The narrative captures the tension between hope
and survival, as cadets brace for the challenges ahead. The chapter ends on a note of
cautious optimism mixed with the grim awareness that only a few will make it through,

emphasizing the brutal reality of their journey toward becoming riders.



CHAPTER FIVE

The chapter opens with a tense scene of military decision-making, where the
protagonist voices disagreement with General Melgren’s orders regarding the
execution of rebellion leaders’ children. This act of defiance highlights the moral
dilemmas faced within the military hierarchy, emphasizing the brutal reality of war and
the moral compromises involved. The protagonist’s objections reflect a core value of
protecting innocence amid the violence, setting a tone that questions the harshness of
the regime’s strategies. This internal conflict underscores the broader themes of

loyalty, morality, and the personal cost of duty within a war-torn society.

The narrative then shifts to a detailed depiction of a military training environment,
specifically a “Battle Brief” class led by Professor Devera. The setting is an expansive
lecture hall filled with cadets, illustrating the structured and rigorous nature of their
education. Professor Devera emphasizes the importance of comprehensive
knowledge—ranging from strategic positioning to political understanding—necessary
for future riders. Her tone is serious, underscoring that this class is vital for preparing
cadets for real combat scenarios, with particular attention to current threats along
their borders. The focus on knowledge and discipline reflects the high stakes involved

in their training.

Further, the chapter explores the protagonist’s internal struggles and aspirations,
especially regarding their role as a scribe. The contrast between the ideal of accurately
recording history and the protagonist’s current perceived inadequacies adds depth to
their character. The scribe’s duty to document and relay information is portrayed as
crucial for societal survival, yet the protagonist feels disconnected from this noble goal
due to recent failures. The interaction with the instructor, who expresses
disappointment, underscores the personal sacrifices and expectations placed on

individuals within the military system, revealing themes of duty, identity, and the



pressure to succeed.

The chapter concludes with a strategic military update about recent enemy activity
along the eastern border, involving gryphons and riders from Braevick. The detailed
description of the attack, the faltering wards, and the significance of dragon-powered
defenses highlight the ongoing threat posed by enemies capable of channeling magic.
The mention of the wards’ importance in protecting Navarrian borders underscores the
fragile balance of power and the constant state of alertness required. This military
intelligence sets the stage for escalating conflict, emphasizing the danger that looms

over the characters and their homeland.



CHAPTER SIX

The chapter opens with a reflection on the significance of menders among the riders,
emphasizing that their ability to restore and repair is the most valuable signet power.
The narrator considers the rarity of menders and the importance of not becoming
complacent about their unique skills, especially given that wounded individuals are far
more common. This sets a tone of respect and reverence for the healing arts within
the rider community, highlighting the critical role of menders in maintaining the health

and strength of their comrades.

The narrative then shifts to a vivid, intense scene where the protagonist is carried
through a treacherous passage from the Riders Quadrant to the Healer Quadrant,
suffering from severe injuries. The pain is overwhelming, and her mental effort to block
it proves difficult this time. Dain’s concern and protective instincts are evident as he
navigates her through the environment, revealing a close bond between them. The
scene underscores the urgency of her injury and the dangerous, high-stakes

environment in which these characters operate.

Upon reaching the infirmary, the story introduces Winifred, a seasoned healer who
recognizes the gravity of the protagonist’s condition. The chapter explores the
limitations of traditional healing methods used by non-magic healers and contrasts this
with the rare and powerful signet of mending, which can restore anything to its original
state. The protagonist’s brother, Brennan, is mentioned as a talented mender who
would have achieved greatness had he survived, adding a layer of personal loss and

the importance of this healing gift.

Tension escalates when Winifred insists on calling Nolon, a mender, despite Dain’s
protests. The scene reveals underlying conflicts about the severity of injuries and the
decision to summon specialized help. The protagonist, in pain and disoriented, is

caught in a debate about the best course of action, reflecting the complex dynamics



between the characters. Winifred’s authoritative demeanor and her familiarity with the
protagonist’s stubbornness highlight her role as a trusted healer, while Dain’s concern
and reluctance expose the emotional stakes involved. Ultimately, the chapter

emphasizes the importance of mending, the risks of delaying advanced treatment, and

the resilience of the characters amid their struggles.



CHAPTER SEVEN

The chapter begins with a depiction of strict regulations within Navarre, emphasizing
the importance of maintaining peace by limiting rebellious activities. The rules specify
that no more than three cadets carrying rebellion relics can be assigned to any squad,
and assembling in groups of three or more is considered seditious conspiracy,
punishable by death. These measures highlight the oppressive environment and the
high stakes for those involved in rebellious acts, illustrating the authoritarian control

that suppresses dissent and maintains order through harsh penalties.

The protagonist, moving cautiously under the cover of night along the riverbank,
reflects on the dangers of their clandestine activities. The description of the rushing
lakobos River and the perilous terrain underscores the risks they face in their secretive
excursions. The character is gathering supplies—particularly poisonous berries and
mushrooms—to prepare for upcoming challenges at school, demonstrating a strategic
approach to survival and advantage in a hostile environment. The scene conveys the

tension between the need for secrecy and the constant threat of discovery.

As the protagonist climbs a familiar tree to harvest berries, a tense encounter unfolds.
They notice movement beneath them and realize it’s two figures in black
cloaks—Imogen and Xaden Riorson—who are connected to their own past conflicts and
fears. The presence of Xaden, a figure capable of violence, heightens the protagonist’s
anxiety, especially since they are vulnerable and alone in the dark. The scene captures
the danger of their clandestine activities and the complex relationships among the

characters, with an underlying sense of threat and uncertainty.

The chapter concludes with the arrival of more riders, all dressed in black cloaks and
carrying rebellion relics, suggesting a gathering of insurgents or conspirators. The
protagonist observes Xaden’s movements and the interactions of the group, raising

questions about their intentions and alliances. The scene hints at an impending



confrontation or pivotal moment in the rebellion, emphasizing the precariousness of
the protagonist’s position and the high stakes of their covert operations. The
atmosphere remains tense, with the danger of exposure lurking just beneath the

surface.



CHAPTER EIGHT

The chapter opens with a reflection on the subtle and often overlooked art of
poisoning, emphasizing the importance of timing, dosage, and delivery methods. It
highlights that only a skilled individual can effectively administer toxins, considering
factors like the victim's mass and the method used. This discussion hints at underlying
themes of deception, control, and the strategic use of poison, setting a tone of careful
manipulation and mastery of unseen forces. The focus on poison as a metaphor for
hidden dangers aligns with the chapter’s exploration of power dynamics and the

importance of precision in both physical and psychological contexts.

The narrative then shifts to a morning scene within the women's hall, describing the
quiet and intimate routines of the characters. The protagonist prepares for her day,
noting her attire and the absence of her roommate, Rhiannon. The scene conveys a
sense of routine amid underlying tension, as the protagonist reflects on her emotional
connection to Dain, her squad leader, and her feelings for him. The personal moments
reveal her inner conflicts and the significance of their relationship, which provides
emotional depth against the backdrop of a harsh, competitive environment. The
mention of the fallen women underscores the stakes and the high mortality rate in

their world.

As the story progresses, the protagonist and Dain walk through the hallways, engaging
in playful banter and subtle flirtation. Their interaction hints at a deeper connection,
complicated by the rules and expectations of their environment. Dain’s role as a squad
leader and his concern for her safety contrast with the casual, rebellious attitude of
Rhiannon, who flouts curfew rules. This dynamic illustrates the tension between
authority and independence, as well as the characters’ attempts to navigate their
desires within strict societal boundaries. Their exchanges reveal underlying tensions

and the unspoken importance of trust and loyalty.



The chapter concludes with preparations for an upcoming challenge, with Dain
expressing concern and the protagonist asserting her readiness. Despite her
assurances, the protagonist’s internal anxiety about the day's events is palpable,
especially given the presence of a formidable opponent, Oren Seifert. Dain’s protective
instincts surface as he worries about her safety, reinforcing the theme of vulnerability
amid a dangerous environment. The scene ends with a reminder of the constant
threats they face and the importance of resilience and self-reliance, setting the stage

for the challenges ahead and the ongoing struggle for survival and control.



CHAPTER NINE

The chapter opens with a tense and adrenaline-fueled scene set in a combat training
environment. Violet Orregail, the protagonist, faces an intimidating opponent, Xaden,
who exudes confidence and strength. Dressed in dark fighting leathers, Xaden’s
presence is both commanding and menacing, and Violet recognizes her vulnerability in
this moment. The narrative captures her internal fear and awareness of the danger
she’s in, emphasizing the high stakes of the training session. Professor Emetterio’s
remarks highlight Xaden’s skills, setting the tone for a rigorous and potentially perilous

confrontation that underscores Violet’'s determination to survive and learn.

As the sparring begins, Violet’s anxiety intensifies, but she quickly demonstrates her
fighting skills, recalling her training and instincts. She throws a dagger at Xaden, who
effortlessly catches it, revealing his speed and precision. Violet's strategic move
reflects her hope to gain an advantage, but Xaden’s swift counterattack soon brings
her to the ground. The fight scene is visceral, detailed with descriptions of her physical
struggle and the quick exchanges of blows and disarms. Xaden’s tactics include
disarming Violet not to harm her but to assert dominance, which fuels her frustration
and anger. The scene emphasizes her resilience and the brutal reality of combat

training, where trust and betrayal are intertwined.

Throughout the fight, Xaden’s demeanor reveals a complex mix of cruelty and
mentorship. He taunts Violet, calling her “Violence” and intentionally pushing her to
her limits. Despite her efforts, she finds herself overwhelmed by his superior skills,
culminating in him pinning her and issuing a warning about trust. His words serve as a
lesson that betrayal can come from anyone, even those who seem to owe you loyalty.
This moment underscores the chapter’s underlying theme of mistrust and the harsh
lessons necessary for survival in this dangerous environment. Violet's internal

reactions highlight her growing awareness of the perilous world she inhabits.



The chapter concludes with a tense standoff, as Violet, wounded and exhausted,
prepares for the next phase of the fight. Xaden’s actions and words reveal a layered
personality—both ruthless and protective—highlighting the complexity of their
relationship. Violet’s resolve to learn from her mistakes is clear, even as she grapples
with her fear and anger. The scene ends with her readiness to face the challenge
again, symbolizing her resilience and determination to survive in a world where trust is
scarce and danger lurks at every turn. The chapter effectively combines intense action

with psychological tension, drawing the reader into Violet's perilous journey.



CHAPTER TEN

The chapter opens with a tense scene where Mira and her companions face the
daunting Gauntlet, an obstacle course carved into a steep ridgeline resembling a cliff.
The course is designed to test their physical abilities—balance, strength, and
agility—without regard for speed, emphasizing survival over competition. Aurelie,
excited and nostalgic, shares her enthusiasm for the challenge, recalling her father’s
and brother’s past experiences with similar courses. The narrative highlights the
danger and adrenaline involved, framing the Gauntlet as a brutal trial that pushes the

cadets to their limits and symbolizes the perilous path to becoming a dragon rider.

As the squad prepares to tackle the course, the chapter delves into the characters’
internal struggles and interpersonal dynamics. Mira’s fear is palpable as she gazes up
at the course, contemplating her chances of success. Meanwhile, Ridoc and Tynan
engage in a tense confrontation, revealing underlying tensions within the squad.
Ridoc’s temper flares when Tynan dismissively criticizes the team’s cohesion, leading
to a heated exchange. Sawyer intervenes, emphasizing that the actual timing of the
Gauntlet isn't crucial for Presentation, and clarifies the true significance of the
name—referring to the cliff guarding the Vale and the historical use of armored

gauntlets, rather than a strict elimination process.

Professor Emetterio’s authoritative presence shifts the focus to the practical aspects of
their training schedule. He reminds the squad of their limited time to complete the
obstacle course before another squad takes their turn. The challenge is part of a
broader training regimen, with hand-to-hand combat on hold to prioritize the Gauntlet
practice. Emetterio’s comments underscore the importance of teamwork, skill, and
resilience, as he praises their squad’s cohesion, noting their unique status as the only
intact squad since Parapet. His leadership reinforces the urgency and significance of

the upcoming test, setting the tone for the squad’s determined effort.



Throughout the chapter, the narrative emphasizes themes of perseverance,
camaraderie, and the brutal reality of training for the dangerous life of a dragon rider.
The characters’ personalities and relationships are explored against the backdrop of
this perilous challenge, illustrating their fears, rivalries, and hopes. The detailed
description of the obstacle course and the characters’ reactions serve to heighten the
tension, ultimately portraying the Gauntlet as a pivotal moment that tests their
physical limits and mental resolve, shaping their journey toward the Presentation and

their future as dragon riders.



CHAPTER ELEVEN

The chapter opens with a reflection on the cultural and spiritual significance of
honoring the dead, emphasizing that belongings of the deceased must be burned to
ensure their proper passage to the afterlife. This act is seen as a grave offense in the
context of Malek’s teachings, and failure to adhere to this tradition results in divine
punishment. The narrative then shifts to the protagonist’'s experiences during intense
training sessions for the Gauntlet, a rigorous obstacle course designed to test physical
strength, agility, and resilience. The focus is on the protagonist’s struggles with
specific obstacles, particularly those that challenge their size and ability to mount a

dragon, highlighting their feelings of frustration and determination.

Throughout the chapter, the tension of impending Presentation Day looms large,
adding a sense of urgency and danger to the cadets’ training. The protagonist
observes the brutal reality of the Gauntlet, where many first-year cadets are at risk of
injury or death. The narrative captures the camaraderie and rivalries among the
cadets, as well as their individual fears and aspirations. The protagonist contemplates
whether to push forward or retreat, weighing the risks of exposure and failure against
the desire to prove their worth. This internal conflict underscores the broader theme of
self-discovery and the struggle for acceptance within a harsh, competitive

environment.

As the story progresses, the focus shifts to the formalities of the day’s events,
including the roll call of fallen cadets and the preparations for the challenging climb to
the flight field. The atmosphere is tense, with some cadets displaying bravado and
others showing signs of anxiety. The protagonist observes their peers closely, noting
the different patches and insignia that reveal their ranks and skills, which serve as
both symbols of achievement and indicators of potential threats. Interactions among

the cadets reveal underlying tensions, unspoken rivalries, and budding attractions,



adding depth to the social dynamics at play.

In the closing scenes, the protagonist prepares to face the Gauntlet alongside their
squad, feeling the weight of expectations and personal doubts. The chapter ends with
a sense of anticipation, as the cadets line up and brace themselves for the deadly trial
ahead. The protagonist’s internal thoughts reveal a conflict between the desire to stay
and fight or to run and hide, driven by fears of failure but also a longing to prove
themselves. The chapter captures the brutal reality of the training environment, the
complexity of relationships among the cadets, and the internal struggles that define

their journey toward becoming true riders.



CHAPTER TWELVE

The chapter opens with a vivid depiction of Presentation Day, emphasizing its
significance and the tense atmosphere as cadets prepare to bond with their dragons.
The narrator reflects on the competitive and unpredictable nature of this event, where
each squad’s placement sparks both pride and anxiety. The day’s events are marked
by a sense of anticipation, with cadets navigating the intimidating presence of
dragons, who serve as judges of strength and potential. The environment is described
as both awe-inspiring and perilous, highlighting the high stakes involved in forging

bonds with these powerful creatures.

As the narrative progresses, the focus shifts to the squad’s performance in the
Gauntlet, where they rank eleventh out of thirty-six, despite the penalties. The
narrator’'s personal feelings of nervousness and relief are palpable, especially when
observing Liam Mairi’'s swift success. The scenic setting of the training field, with its
autumn-colored meadows and towering peaks, contrasts with the tension of the
upcoming bondings. The majestic dragons, towering and lined up along the path,
symbolize both the challenge and the awe of the bonding process, underscoring the

chapter’s theme of confronting fear and embracing the unknown.

The story then moves into the squad’s preparation for the next phase, where Garrick,
the squad leader, provides strict instructions for approaching the dragons. His
authoritative tone underscores the seriousness of the task, warning cadets to maintain
distance and adhere to safety protocols. The dialogue reveals some of the squad
members’ concerns and curiosity, especially regarding a mysterious “feathertail,”
which sparks speculation and adds an element of unpredictability. Garrick’s emphasis
on discipline and focus highlights the importance of following orders in a high-stakes

environment where missteps could be deadly.



In the final section, the cadets line up to approach the dragons, breaking away from
the crowd. The scene is charged with anticipation as the cadets prepare to
demonstrate their composure and readiness. The senior wingleader’s instructions
about engaging with the dragons through chatter reflect the importance of personality
and rapport in the bonding process. The chapter concludes with a sense of
camaraderie and nervous excitement, as each cadet readies themselves to face the
dragons, knowing that their actions now will determine their future bonds and survival

in this dangerous but vital ritual.



CHAPTER THIRTEEN

The chapter opens with a reflection on the awe and humility experienced during
Threshing, a perilous event for first-year cadets in the Riders Quadrant. Held annually
on October first, it involves young riders entering a forested valley with the hope of
bonding with a dragon, knowing that failure often results in death. The narrative
emphasizes the dangerous and unpredictable nature of this ritual, highlighting the
intense mixture of fear and determination that defines the cadets' mindset as they

prepare for this life-changing event.

As the cadets gather in the valley, they are instructed by Professor Kaori on how to
approach their dragon-seeking experience. The students are advised to be attentive to
their feelings and instincts, as dragon selection is believed to be guided by a spiritual
call. Conversations among the students reveal their personal strategies and
uncertainties, with some contemplating specific dragon colors and others feeling
disconnected from the process. The atmosphere is tense, underscored by a sense of

competition and the understanding that survival depends on intuition and luck.

The scene then shifts to the cadets dispersing in different directions, each trying to
find their destined dragon. The narrative describes the landscape and the sounds of
dragons overhead, illustrating the chaos and danger of the event. The protagonist,
feeling a mixture of fear and hope, encounters various dragons of different colors, but
none seem to resonate with her. Her internal struggle deepens as she questions her
worth and whether she is truly meant to become a rider, haunted by fears of repeated

failure and mortality.

In the final moments, the protagonist perceives a red dragon that is not her assigned
one, and she remains cautious, observing from the shadows. She reflects on the
ominous signs around her—smoke, destruction, and the absence of a true

connection—leading to a sense of despair about her future prospects. The chapter



concludes with her contemplating the possibility that she may never bond with a
dragon, feeling the weight of her perceived insignificance and the daunting reality of

Threshing as a test of life and death.



CHAPTER FOURTEEN

The chapter explores the profound emotional toll that the bond between a dragon and
its rider can take, highlighting that in six centuries of recorded history, many dragons
have struggled to recover from the loss of their bonded rider. This deep connection
often results in devastating consequences, including the rare but tragic cases where a
dragon’s grief leads to its untimely death. The narrative underscores the intense
loyalty and emotional vulnerability inherent in these bonds, setting a somber tone for
the perilous nature of their relationships and the high stakes involved in their

interactions.

The scene shifts to a tense confrontation where the protagonist, observing from a
distance, feels a flicker of hope for Xaden’s presence and potential intervention.
However, she quickly recognizes the rigid rules governing their actions, which restrict
even the wingleader from interfering in certain situations. This sense of helplessness is
compounded by the realization that her fate may be sealed regardless of her efforts,
emphasizing the brutal reality of strict military or hierarchical discipline where

personal feelings often take a backseat to protocol.

The chapter then vividly depicts a fierce combat sequence, with the protagonist
engaging in a brutal fight against multiple opponents. Despite her injuries and physical
limitations, she demonstrates resourcefulness and determination, using her blades and
her dragon’s presence to turn the tide. Her tactical moves and resilience showcase her
combat skills and refusal to surrender, even as she sustains painful wounds. The fight
underscores themes of survival, courage, and the importance of strategic thinking in

life-threatening situations.

In the final moments, the narrative reveals a complex dynamic between the
protagonist, her enemies, and Xaden, who appears to be on her side despite the

apparent danger she faces. The dragon Sgaeyl’s visible agitation signifies her



protective instincts, hinting at a deeper bond and loyalty. The scene ends with a tense
standoff, leaving the reader questioning the true loyalties and motivations of the
characters, while emphasizing the ongoing peril and the fragile hope that still flickers

amid chaos and conflict.



CHAPTER FIFTEEN

The chapter opens with a stark reminder that surviving the initial challenge of
Threshing does not guarantee success in reaching the flight field, emphasizing that
being chosen as a rider is only the beginning of a much more demanding test. The
protagonist, Violet, faces her fears and doubts as she prepares for her first flight,
experiencing a mix of terror and awe as she is caught mid-fall by her dragon, Tairn.
The narrative highlights the perilous nature of dragon riding, where even the most
skilled can falter, and survival depends on strength, trust, and resilience. Violet's
internal struggle underscores her awareness of her own physical limitations compared

to more experienced riders.

As Violet climbs back onto Tairn’s back, her feelings of disbelief and nervousness
intensify. She struggles with the physical demands of riding, particularly her weak legs,
which she perceives as a disadvantage. Tairn, a formidable and seasoned dragon, is
patient yet blunt, reminding her of the importance of grip and strength. Their
interaction reveals a bond built on mutual trust, with Tairn acknowledging Violet’s
unworthiness but still choosing her, hinting at a deeper connection beyond mere skill.
Violet’s internal guilt about her preparedness reflects her desire to prove herself

despite her insecurities.

The chapter vividly captures the exhilarating yet terrifying experience of dragon flight.
Violet describes the breathtaking landscape, the rush of wind, and the chaos of aerial
maneuvers, including dips, turns, and spirals. Her fear is palpable as she witnesses a
rider fall from a different dragon, reminding her of the stakes involved. Tairn’s
confident control and commanding presence provide a contrast to her fear, as he
reassures her with an order to trust him. The narrative emphasizes the thrill of flight,
the danger inherent in the sport, and the importance of trust and coordination

between rider and dragon.



In the climax of the chapter, Tairn pushes Violet through a series of daring maneuvers,
from steep climbs to spirals, testing her resolve and physical endurance. Despite her
initial dread, she begins to experience a sense of exhilaration and freedom, realizing
that there is nothing quite like the rush of flying. The chapter ends with a sense of
accomplishment and camaraderie, as Tairn signals that they have made their point,
and they continue their journey. This intense flight scene encapsulates the core

themes of challenge, trust, and the transformative power of facing one’s fears.



CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The chapter opens with a reflection on the mysterious and hierarchical nature of
dragon governance, highlighting the protagonist’s uncertainty about how dragons
create laws or decide their bonding practices. Despite an officer’'s confidence in their
expertise, there remains a significant gap in understanding the true social and political
structures among dragons. This sets a tone of intrigue and complexity surrounding
dragon society, emphasizing that much about their inner workings remains concealed
from human observers. The narrative introduces a sense of curiosity and respect for
the dragons’ ancient customs, suggesting that their internal hierarchy and decision-

making processes are more intricate than they appear on the surface.

The scene shifts to a tense battlefield setting where chaos reigns after a confrontation.
A general’s loud protest indicates disagreement over a critical issue, while the
protagonist, injured and in pain, observes the aftermath of a fierce skirmish involving
dragons and riders. The medical station is modest but functional, providing pain relief
and treatment for the protagonist’s injuries. Amidst the chaos, the protagonist reflects
on the fact that they now have two dragons—a significant and rare
development—while also witnessing the aftermath of the combat, including injuries
and the ongoing tension among the fighters. The scene underscores the physical and

emotional toll of dragon training and combat.

As the chapter progresses, the focus shifts to the protagonist’s personal resilience and
determination. Despite a painful ankle sprain, they insist on healing quickly to
maintain their strength and readiness for upcoming challenges. The dialogue with
Professor Kaori reveals concerns about the severity of the injury and the importance of
not appearing weak in front of others, especially given the high stakes and the eyes of
the valley upon them. The protagonist’s resolve is further demonstrated through their

questions about the fate of their squad members, revealing underlying fears for their



friends’ safety. The narrative emphasizes themes of perseverance, pride, and the

pressure to succeed in a brutal, competitive environment.

In the final scenes, tensions escalate as the protagonist faces Jack, whose anger and
rivalry surface amid the chaos. The instructor’s intervention prevents violence, and the
dialogue reveals underlying tensions about recent events and the protagonist’s
surprising bond with a powerful dragon. The scene concludes with a sense of
unresolved conflict, as Jack’s envy and fear become apparent and the chapter ends
with the arrival of the senior riders and dragons. The closing question about bonding
two dragons hints at forbidden or rare practices within dragon society, leaving the

reader with a sense of mystery and anticipation for future revelations.



CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

The chapter begins with a reflection on the relationship between a dragon's strength
and its rider’s signet power, emphasizing that a more powerful dragon correlates with
a stronger signet manifestation. It warns about the dangers of unbonded cadets
seeking to bond with dragons, highlighting the risks of ambition and the potential for
manipulation. This sets a tone of cautious awareness about the dynamics of power and
loyalty within the dragon-rider hierarchy, illustrating the importance of careful

alliances and the potential consequences of overreach in their society.

The protagonist experiences a shift from the communal barracks life to the privacy of
their own room, which feels both luxurious and somewhat surreal after months of
crowded quarters. Their interactions with others, particularly Sawyer and Rhiannon,
reveal underlying tensions and unspoken feelings. Sawyer’'s awkwardness suggests
unresolved emotions, while Rhiannon’s teasing hints at a budding romantic curiosity.
The protagonist’s internal conflict over a perceived lack of mutual feelings with a
squad leader underscores themes of hope, disappointment, and the complexities of

relationships amid the pressures of their training environment.

As the day progresses, the narrative details social interactions among the first-year
students, including exchanges about bonding and the significance of relics, which
symbolize their connection to their dragons. Ridoc’s playful banter about relics and the
camaraderie among the students underscore the camaraderie and competition that
define their daily routines. The mention of the “riders” title signifies an emerging sense
of identity and belonging, contrasting with the earlier hierarchy and emphasizing the

importance of bonds, status, and shared experiences in their communal life.

The chapter concludes with a tense encounter during breakfast, where the
protagonist’s awareness of underlying threats becomes palpable. The hostility from

Oren, who harbors resentment and animosity, hints at ongoing conflicts and dangers



lurking beneath the surface. The protagonist’s cautious choice of food reflects a
strategic mindset, while their interaction with Ridoc and others illustrates the fragile
alliances and the constant vigilance required in their environment. The chapter closes
with a sense of anticipation, as the characters prepare to face the challenges ahead,

both physically and politically, within their dangerous and unpredictable world.



CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

The chapter opens with a reflection on the sanctity of the Archives, emphasizing their
irreplaceable nature compared to temples or other structures. The protagonist, Cadet
Sorrengail, navigates the familiar tunnels of Basgiath, pushing a library cart towards
the Archives, which serve as her sanctuary and place of work. The sensory details of
the scent of parchment and ink evoke a deep sense of belonging and nostalgia,
highlighting her long-standing connection to the Archives despite recent changes in
her responsibilities. Her routine underscores the importance of knowledge and
tradition within their society, framing the Archives as a vital cultural and historical

repository.

Upon arriving at the Archives, Sorrengail exchanges greetings with a fellow scribe,
Jesinia, which reveals her close bond with her friends despite the strict customs that
restrict physical displays of affection. Their interaction conveys a sense of shared
dedication to their work and mutual concern, especially regarding Sorrengail’s recent
assignment to the Riders Quadrant. She reassures Jesinia of her well-being, despite the
physical and emotional toll of her new role, and shares her feelings of happiness about
her bond with her dragon, Tairn. This moment illuminates the internal conflict between
societal expectations and her personal fulfilment, as she navigates her identity as a

rider and her love for her dragon.

The chapter also explores the theme of longing and nostalgia, as Sorrengail requests a
specific folktale, “The Fables of the Barren,” from Jesinia. She reminisces about her
childhood, her father's stories, and her love for folklore that warns of the dangers
associated with magic and dragon bonding. Her desire to find these stories reflects her
curiosity about the history and risks of their powers, contrasting the romanticized tales
with her understanding that dragons protect riders from losing their souls. This

segment emphasizes her inner conflict and her quest for understanding her own place



within the intricate balance of power, tradition, and personal growth.

In the closing moments, Sorrengail observes other scribes and cadets, searching for
familiar faces, especially her father’s, which underscores her ongoing sense of
connection and longing for her past. The chapter ends with a brief encounter with
Professor Markham, hinting at the broader social and political landscape she is part of.
Her composed exterior masks her deeper emotions and uncertainties, setting the
stage for her continued journey of self-discovery amid the rigid structures of her

society and her evolving role as a rider bonded with a dragon.



CHAPTER NINETEEN

The chapter opens with a historical reflection on the aftermath of the Great War,
highlighting how dragons and gryphons claimed different regions, leading to a period
of peace and unity among the provinces of Navarre. This era was marked by the
formation of bonds between riders and their dragons, symbolizing a new era of
stability and collective strength. The narrative situates the current events within this
broader historical context, emphasizing the significance of these alliances in
maintaining peace and the importance of the bonded riders’ roles in protecting the

realm.

The scene shifts dramatically to a tense, visceral confrontation in a personal space,
where the protagonist finds herself in a life-threatening situation. Amidst chaos, she
struggles to free herself from Oren’s attack, with her surroundings frozen in a moment
of silence and horror. The vivid, intense description captures her fear, pain, and
adrenaline as she fights to escape. The scene underscores the brutal reality of combat
and the protagonist’s resilience as she navigates through the danger, highlighting her

determination to survive against overwhelming odds.

Xaden'’s entrance transforms the scene, bringing a commanding and ominous
presence that shifts the power dynamics. His calm yet lethal demeanor reveals his
authority and readiness to enforce justice, as he swiftly intervenes to subdue the
attackers. His confrontation with Oren and the others underscores a moral code that
condemns betrayal and violence among riders, revealing the complex loyalties and
strict discipline within their society. The chapter emphasizes Xaden’s role as both

protector and enforcer, capable of swift, decisive action to uphold order.

The chapter concludes with a grim aftermath: the protagonist’s shock and physical
reaction to the violence, as bodies are disposed of and the reality of the bloodshed

sinks in. Xaden’s composed handling of the scene contrasts with her emotional



turmoil, illustrating the stark differences in their responses to violence. The narrative
ends on a note of cautious relief, affirming her survival and the brutal necessity of the

combat, while hinting at the ongoing psychological toll of such encounters on her

psyche.



CHAPTER TWENTY

The chapter opens with a stark reflection on the peril inherent in accusations against
wingleaders, emphasizing the high stakes involved—either failure in leadership or fatal
consequences for the accused. The narrative then shifts to a somber morning scene
where Captain Fitzgibbons reads out the names of six fallen comrades, highlighting the
constant threat of death that hangs over the riders. The protagonist is emotionally
detached from most of the casualties, focusing instead on her physical injuries and the
lingering questions about their circumstances, especially regarding Xaden’s
involvement and the mysterious circumstances surrounding the deaths near the

Braevick border.

As the story progresses, the protagonist’s internal conflict deepens, especially in her
feelings toward Xaden. Her physical attraction and emotional tension toward him are
palpable, contrasting sharply with her efforts to suppress these feelings. Her internal
dialogue reveals her frustration and confusion about her growing attachment, which
she recognizes as dangerous and disruptive. Meanwhile, Xaden’s presence commands
attention, his calm demeanor masking underlying tension, and his arrival sparks a
physical and emotional reaction in her, underscoring her conflicted feelings and the

intensity of their connection.

The chapter also explores the dynamics within the wing, focusing on a squad
reorganization led by Xaden. He announces a change in squad leadership, transferring
Liam Mairi into the protagonist’s squad, a move that sparks her defiance and
frustration. Her insistence that she doesn’t need a bodyguard reflects her desire for
independence and her distrust of the protective measures imposed on her. Xaden’s
insistence on Liam’s strength and strategic value emphasizes his protective instincts
and his belief in the importance of the new squad structure, which further complicates

their relationship and highlights the ongoing power struggle and emotional tension



between them.

In the closing scenes, the protagonist confronts Xaden directly about his overreach,
asserting her independence despite his warnings. His subtle, yet provocative
responses, along with his decision to have Liam placed close to her, reveal a deeper
layer of their relationship—one marked by unspoken understanding, underlying
threats, and mutual dependency. The chapter ends with a charged exchange that hints
at the complex balance of power and emotion, setting the stage for further conflicts
and revelations. The narrative skillfully blends action, internal conflict, and relationship

dynamics, maintaining a tense and compelling tone throughout.



CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

In Chapter Twenty-One of "Fourth Wing," the narrative begins with Mira receiving
guidance about her ability to channel dragon powers. She is advised not to panic or
push herself prematurely, as the connection will develop naturally once she is truly
ready. This scene underscores the importance of patience and trust in the process of
mastering her abilities, highlighting the emotional and mental challenges she faces as
she navigates her training. The chapter emphasizes the unpredictability of such
powers and the necessity of readiness, setting a tone of cautious optimism and self-

awareness for Mira’s journey.

The scene shifts to a typical morning at the Archives, where Mira and Liam walk
together, engaging in light banter and subtle flirtation. Liam, who has fixed the
squeaking cart, proves to be a helpful and unexpectedly kind presence, contrasting
with Mira’s initial skepticism about his intentions. Their interaction reveals underlying
tensions, especially regarding the hostility Mira perceives from others, particularly
towards marked ones like Liam. Mira’s introspection about her feelings toward Xaden
and her judgments about Liam’s familiarity with him deepen her internal conflict,
illustrating her struggle to reconcile her perceptions with her emerging understanding

of her surroundings and relationships.

As they settle into their routine at the Archives, Mira notices the unfriendliness of some
staff, especially Pierson, whose hostility seems rooted in the societal divisions and
prejudices prevalent in their world. Mira's curiosity about Liam’s connection to Xaden
and his past fosters a sense of intrigue, especially when Liam reveals he was fostered
after the rebellion, the Tyrrish term for the apostasy. This revelation adds complexity
to Liam’s character, hinting at a shared history and the lingering scars of political

upheaval, which influence the social dynamics and personal histories of the characters.



Throughout their interactions, there is an undercurrent of tension between personal
ambitions and the harsh realities of their environment. Mira’s pride in her
swordsmanship and her doubts about her potential as a scribe reflect her internal
conflict about her future. Meanwhile, Liam’s candidness about his desire simply to stay
alive emphasizes the perilous nature of their world. Their conversations reveal layers
of loyalty, past trauma, and the importance of understanding one another beneath
societal prejudices, setting the stage for further development in their personal

journeys and the overarching conflict.



CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

The chapter begins with a reflection on the intoxicating nature of newfound power,
emphasizing how initial control can quickly morph into dependency and even
dominance over oneself. The narrator highlights the allure of energy and mastery, but
also warns of the danger of losing oneself to the very force that initially empowers.
This sets a tone of cautious awareness about the seductive pull of power, which can
easily turn into a destructive control if not handled carefully. The excerpt underscores
the importance of self-awareness and restraint, especially when dealing with abilities

that can rapidly escalate beyond personal control.

As the story progresses, the focus shifts to the ongoing struggles of the protagonist
within the training environment and the larger political or military context. The
protagonist is frustrated by the lack of information about critical events at Sumerton
and is hindered by their inability to channel their powers effectively, unlike most of
their peers. The narrative explores their internal conflict, feelings of inadequacy, and
the pressure to improve, all while maintaining a facade of resilience. The environment
is tense, filled with rigorous training, competitive sparring, and an undercurrent of

secrecy about the broader happenings outside the training grounds.

The chapter also delves into the dynamics between characters, especially the
camaraderie and conflicts that arise during combat practice. Rhiannon, Liam, and
others are engaged in intense training sessions, with underlying tensions about skill
levels, readiness, and personal frustrations. The protagonist’s interactions reveal
underlying emotional struggles, particularly related to their perceived weaknesses and
the complex relationships with figures like Xaden, who is both a protector and a source
of frustration. The scene highlights the physical and emotional toll of training, as well
as the unspoken frustrations about the slow progress and the looming challenges of

future battles and responsibilities.



In the closing sections, the chapter explores themes of anger, trust, and the desire for
autonomy. The protagonist expresses feelings of resentment toward Xaden for their
perceived neglect and the shadow they carry, which hampers their growth.
Conversations with Rhiannon and Liam reveal a shared understanding of the
protagonist’s internal conflict and the importance of channeling their emotions
constructively. The chapter ends with a recognition of the emotional barriers faced by
the characters, setting the stage for future confrontations, both internal and external,

as they prepare for the challenges ahead after graduation.



CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

The chapter opens with a reflection on the dangers faced by instructors and cadets in
mastering their powers, highlighting past tragedies where signets malfunctioned and
resulted in fatalities. This sets a tone of tension and caution, emphasizing the
unpredictable nature of channeling and the high stakes involved in training new riders.
The narrative underscores the importance of control and the devastating
consequences when powers backfire, illustrating the fragile balance between mastery

and disaster in their world.

The protagonist, Sorrengail, shares a moment of vulnerability and introspection while
sitting with Rhiannon. She reveals her recent emotional turmoil, largely due to her
relationship with Liam and the physical and mental strain from her training. Despite
her desire to explore her feelings, she’s haunted by the potential implications for her
career and her responsibilities as a rider. Their conversation reflects the complex
interplay between personal desires and the rigid expectations of their environment, as

well as the challenges of balancing love, duty, and ambition.

As the scene progresses, the focus shifts to the dynamics of relationships and the
logistical difficulties faced by the riders. Sorrengail discusses the uncertainty of future
assignments, the difficulty of maintaining bonds across distances, and the strategic
considerations of being stationed apart from loved ones. Rhiannon suggests that the
most powerful riders, like Xaden, may need to remain flexible in their duties, hinting at
the transient nature of leadership and influence. The conversation reveals underlying

tensions about loyalty, effectiveness, and the sacrifices required for their roles.

The chapter concludes with a moment of surprise and wonder, as Rhiannon
demonstrates her newfound ability to summon objects, a significant magical
development. This revelation underscores the growing mastery of their powers and

hints at the expanding possibilities within their world. The scene is infused with



excitement and a sense of progress, emphasizing that their abilities are evolving and
that new frontiers in magic are opening. The chapter ends on a note of anticipation,

highlighting both personal growth and the ongoing challenges of their training and

relationships.



CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

The chapter opens with a tense reflection on the necessity of decisive action in
combat, emphasizing the importance of knowing when to deliver a lethal blow. Mira’s
internal struggle is highlighted as she grapples with the moral implications of her
choices, especially in the context of her role in a dangerous environment. The dialogue
underscores the brutal reality of their world, where survival often hinges on ruthless
decisions, but also reveals the emotional toll such actions take on her. The
conversation hints at deeper strategic considerations, such as ensuring Violet's safety
and the delicate balance of power among the characters, setting a somber tone for the

chapter’s themes of sacrifice and moral ambiguity.

The narrative then shifts to Mira’s physical recovery after a recent violent encounter.
She is bandaged and sore, reflecting her recent injury from a dagger attack. Her
conversation with her companion reveals underlying tensions—she’s been fighting to
stay alive, and her resilience is evident. Her injuries serve as a reminder of the
constant danger they face, and her determination to continue fighting despite pain
underscores her toughness. The dialogue also exposes cracks in their relationship, with
accusations and unspoken feelings simmering beneath the surface, hinting at

unresolved conflicts and emotional distance that complicate their interactions.

The chapter progresses into a training scene where Xaden, a formidable figure, takes
charge of Mira’s combat practice. Despite the cold and harsh conditions, they engage
in a rigorous sparring session that tests her skills and endurance. Mira’s attraction to
Xaden’s commanding presence is palpable, especially as he appears both disciplined
and dangerous, armed and ready for battle. Their exchange emphasizes trust and
boundaries—Xaden’s insistence on her trusting him with her safety and her willingness
to adapt by surrendering her weapons reveal a nuanced dynamic. The scene explores

themes of reliance, empowerment, and the importance of fighting through pain, both



physical and emotional.

In the final moments, the focus shifts to tactical training, where Xaden critiques Mira’s
choice of weapons and emphasizes the need for equipment tailored to her physique.
Their interaction is charged with underlying tension, and her internal reactions reveal a
mixture of admiration and vulnerability. The detailed description of weaponry and
combat readiness underscores the chapter’s focus on survival skills and strategic
adaptability. Despite the danger, Mira’s resilience and growing confidence are evident,
illustrating her evolution as a fighter. The chapter concludes with a glimpse of their
complex relationship, balancing mutual respect, unspoken feelings, and the

unrelenting demands of their perilous world.



CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

The chapter centers around the intense and high-stakes environment of the Squad
Battle, revealing that the competition is more than just a game for bragging rights; it is
a critical testing ground watched closely by commandant, professors, and officers. The
rivalry and strategic maneuvers within the squads are driven by the desire to impress
leadership and demonstrate individual potential. The battle's outcome influences
perceptions of the riders' abilities and future prospects, emphasizing the pressure to
excel under scrutiny. This backdrop sets the tone for a tense, competitive atmosphere
where every move is scrutinized, and the stakes extend beyond personal achievement

to military reputation.

As the chapter unfolds, the focus shifts to a pivotal match involving Liam and the other
squad members, highlighting the physical and emotional intensity of the competitions.
The narrative vividly describes the brutal and exhilarating nature of the fights, with
detailed portrayals of the athletes’ struggles and triumphs. The crowd’s enthusiasm
adds to the charged atmosphere, and personal rivalries and camaraderie are evident.
Despite the physical toll, the characters remain determined, driven by the hope of
elevating their squad’s ranking from seventh to third place. The chapter captures the
adrenaline rush and the camaraderie that fuels their perseverance amidst the chaos of

the challenge.

The unexpected announcement of a surprise final task marks a turning point, as the
leadership reveals that the next challenge will be conducted without their usual
guidance. Instead of a planned event, the riders are ordered to break into their squads
and undertake a covert mission within Basgiath walls. The task involves acquiring a
highly valuable object that could benefit their enemies, with the added pressure of
accomplishing it within three hours. The leadership’s decision to sequester the squad

leaders and remove their guidance introduces chaos and uncertainty, forcing the



riders to rely on their instincts, teamwork, and resourcefulness in a high-pressure

environment that tests their independence and tactical skills.

The chapter concludes with the chaos of the squads scrambling to organize and
strategize without direct leadership. Imogen’s proactive leadership begins to take
shape as she guides her team to the weight room, emphasizing the importance of
quickly establishing command and planning their approach. The scene underscores the
importance of adaptability and resilience in the face of unexpected challenges. As the
riders prepare for'the covert mission, the narrative highlights the importance of
leadership, teamwork, and quick thinking, setting the stage for a tense and
unpredictable final phase of the competition that will determine their standing in the

war effort.



CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

The chapter opens with a reflection on the profound bond between mated dragons,
emphasizing its primal and essential nature, surpassing even human love in its
intensity. This establishes a theme of deep connection and reliance, which resonates
throughout the narrative. The protagonist manages to fly short distances, but the
strenuous six-hour journey to a forward outpost reveals the physical toll and danger
involved in such missions. The narrative vividly describes the challenging flight, the
camaraderie among the cadets, and the anticipation of arriving at a strategic military

location, setting a tone of both adventure and peril.

Upon reaching the outpost, the scene shifts to the arrival and initial impressions of the
fortified base. The commander greets the cadets with professionalism, highlighting the
outpost's strategic design for siege defense, with formidable walls, turrets, and
essential facilities like stables, armory, and dining halls. The detailed description of the
fortress underscores its purpose as a defensive stronghold, emphasizing the military
readiness required in this border region. The characters’ reactions, including subtle
humor and tension, reflect their mixed feelings about the environment and their roles

within this tense setting.

The chapter then delves into the personal dynamics among the cadets, especially
focusing on Rhiannon’s emotional state. She is visibly distressed and hesitant to reveal
her full feelings, hinting at a personal connection to her village and a possible secret
she’s trying to conceal. The protagonist notices her nervous energy and reassures her
to keep their plans discreet, emphasizing the importance of secrecy and the risks
involved. The scene captures the tension between personal loyalty and the dangerous
realities of their military duties, illustrating how individual lives are intertwined with

larger strategic concerns.



The narrative concludes with the cadets being introduced to the outpost’s military
routine and the anticipation of their participation in upcoming activities. The
commanding officer explains the structure and defensive capabilities of the fortress,
reinforcing the theme of preparedness. The mention of a returning patrol and the
arrival of familiar figures heighten the sense of ongoing conflict and the immediacy of
threat. Amidst this, the chapter hints at deeper emotional undercurrents, especially
with the appearance of someone named Violet, setting the stage for further

developments and personal revelations within this tense, militarized environment.



CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

The chapter opens with a formal military commendation for Mira Sorrengail,
highlighting her bravery during the battle of Strythmore, where she not only destroyed
an enemy battery but also saved an entire infantry company. This recognition
underscores her valor and the importance of her actions in the ongoing conflict. The
recommendation for her to receive the Star of Navarre reflects her exceptional service,
though there is an acknowledgment that even if she falls short of the highest honor, a
lesser award would still be fitting. This sets a tone of respect for her combat

achievements and foreshadows her rising prominence within the military hierarchy.

The scene shifts to a briefing room where Mira leads a training exercise with her
squad. Ridoc’s casual attitude contrasts with Mira’s authoritative demeanor as she
instructs the group on strategic thinking and battlefield improvisation. The squad is
divided into two groups, each undertaking different activities—one studying past
battles and the other on patrol. The environment is tense yet focused, with characters
displaying varying degrees of distraction and curiosity, especially around Xaden,
whose presence seems to influence the dynamics and energy in the room. Mira
emphasizes the importance of anticipating how situations can go wrong, moving

beyond theoretical knowledge to practical preparedness.

Mira introduces a simulated scenario involving a newly fortified enemy outpost,
encouraging the squad to think critically about their objectives and tactics. The
conversation reveals skepticism about the realism of such quick fortification, but Mira
insists on considering all possibilities, including the likelihood of a well-established
fortress. The dialogue exposes differences in experience and understanding among the
characters, with some questioning protocol and others contemplating the
unpredictability of combat. Mira’s goal is to teach her squad resilience and

adaptability, preparing them for real-world challenges that often diverge from textbook



scenarios.

The chapter concludes with Mira using physical models to illustrate teamwork and
strategic coordination. She emphasizes that real combat is unpredictable and that
each rider’s unique skills must be harnessed collectively. The scene also touches on
the broader context of military service, with some characters expressing frustration
about the timing of their deployment and the realities of wartime call-ups. Mira’s
leadership style combines practical exercises with candid discussions about the harsh
truths of warfare, aiming to foster a mindset of flexibility, resilience, and unity among

her squad members.



CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

The chapter opens with a reflection on the nature of strategy and power, emphasizing
that winning in war games relies more on cunning than brute strength. It underscores
the importance of understanding vulnerabilities, even among friends, as relationships
can shift over time, turning allies into enemies through love, indifference, or betrayal.
The quote from the Book of Brennan highlights the transient nature of loyalty and the
complex dynamics of personal and political conflicts, setting a tone of tension and

introspection that permeates the chapter.

The protagonist finds herself in a tense, contemplative state outside Professor
Markham's office, feeling the weight of recent events and her own anxieties. Having
just returned from a tense journey back from Montserrat, she is overwhelmed by worry
and the desire for solitude. Her physical discomfort and emotional turmoil are palpable
as she seeks refuge in the quiet of her surroundings, avoiding the usual routines like

library duty and skipping breakfast to focus on her internal struggles.

A significant part of the chapter revolves around the interaction between the
protagonist and Xaden, revealing layers of vulnerability, trust, and complex emotions.
Xaden’s arrival with coffee and their candid conversation about sleep and past
hardships expose a deeper connection. Their dialogue reveals that Xaden has
harbored feelings for her for years, and his earlier intentions to harm or manipulate are
now replaced by genuine concern and affection. This shift signals a potential change in

their relationship, driven by moments of honesty and emotional risk.

As their conversation deepens, the protagonist grapples with her feelings and the
possibility of reciprocating Xaden’s emotions. She attempts to meet him halfway,
summoning her powers and creating a visual manifestation of her internal conflict.
Their shared moment is interrupted by the arrival of Dain and the looming presence of

Professor Markham, adding a layer of tension and uncertainty. The chapter ends with a



sense of anticipation, as the characters’ interactions hint at forthcoming revelations
and decisions that could alter their paths, emphasizing themes of trust, vulnerability,

and emotional growth.



CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

The chapter opens with a stark reflection on the brutal reality of cadet life,
emphasizing that death is an accepted and inevitable part of the process of selecting
the strongest riders. The notion that killing in combat, as long as it adheres to the
Codex, is not punishable underscores a brutal code of survival and strength. This sets
the tone for a world where life and death are intertwined with duty and honor, and
where the loss of a cadet is both a tragedy and a necessary step in the evolution of the
rider hierarchy. The acceptance of death as a mechanism for thinning the herd

highlights the harsh environment these characters inhabit.

The narrative shifts to a visceral scene on the flight field, where the protagonist
disembarks amidst chaos and celebration. The arrival of dragons and riders marks a
pivotal moment, but beneath the surface, the protagonist is overwhelmed by guilt and
grief over Jack’s death. The scene vividly captures the emotional toll of the battle, with
the protagonist grappling with the reality of having killed Jack, and the weight of that
action settling heavily on her. Her physical exhaustion and emotional turmoil are
palpable as she dismounts, seeking reassurance about Liam’s survival, which provides

a fragile sense of hope amid the chaos.

As the chapter progresses, the protagonist’s inner conflict intensifies. She experiences
intense nausea and guilt, haunted by the memory of her lightning strike that resulted
in Jack’s death. Her internal struggle is compounded by her desire to preserve her
moral integrity, reflected in her past reluctance to kill. The chapter explores her
complex feelings of guilt, shame, and confusion about her newfound power, and how it
conflicts with her identity and values. The emotional turmoil is heightened by the
presence of others trying to console her, but her sense of loss and self-reproach

remain overwhelming.



In the final moments, the protagonist confronts the reality of her actions and her
emerging identity as a wielder of destructive power. Xaden’s direct confrontation
forces her to acknowledge her role in Barlowe’s death, revealing her lightning signet.
His pragmatic view that her actions, though violent, serve a greater good, offers a
conflicted but necessary justification. The chapter concludes with her grappling with
guilt and acceptance, recognizing that her power is both a burden and a tool for saving
others. The emotional and moral complexity of her journey underscores the chapter’s

central themes of power, consequence, and moral ambiguity.



CHAPTER THIRTY

The chapter explores the intense and forbidden romantic tension between Violet and
Xaden amid their training in a high-stakes environment. While romantic attachments
are discouraged to preserve unit efficiency, the chapter reveals a powerful mutual
attraction that challenges these rules. Violet’s desire to break free from the emotional
restraint imposed by their circumstances is evident as she confronts her feelings and
pushes boundaries. The narrative emphasizes the dangerous allure of their connection,
highlighting the internal struggle between duty and desire, and setting the stage for a

volatile and passionate confrontation.

The scene intensifies as Violet and Xaden’s chemistry erupts into a heated, physical
encounter. Xaden'’s response to Violet’s advances is passionate and assertive,
capturing her wrists and leaning into their mutual attraction. Violet’s boldness in
asserting her desires sparks a moment of vulnerability for Xaden, who tries to maintain
control while succumbing to his own longing. Their dialogue reveals a complex
interplay of dominance and submission, with both characters aware of the risks
involved but unable to resist their compelling attraction. The tension escalates as they

indulge in a reckless pursuit of intimacy.

As their physical connection deepens, the chapter delves into the emotional stakes of
their relationship. Violet’'s declaration of exclusive desire underscores her willingness
to abandon caution, despite the potential consequences. Xaden'’s internal conflict
surfaces through his attempts to uphold honor and restraint, even as he is consumed
by lust. The narrative vividly describes their passionate embrace, emphasizing the
raw, unfiltered nature of their encounter. This moment of vulnerability exposes the
characters’ true feelings beneath their disciplined facades, revealing a fragile balance

between personal longing and external expectations.



In the final moments, Violet's defiance and her desire to abandon rational thought take
center stage. She urges herself to feel rather than think, surrendering to the
overwhelming emotion and physicality of the moment. The chapter concludes with a
sense of reckless abandon, as Violet releases her inhibitions and embraces her passion
for Xaden. The scene encapsulates the dangerous yet intoxicating allure of forbidden
love, emphasizing that their connection is both a source of empowerment and peril.
This chapter ultimately portrays a pivotal point where desire overrides discipline,

setting the tone for future conflicts and emotional revelations.



CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE

The chapter opens with the proclamation of Reunification Day, a significant national
holiday in Navarre that commemorates the sacrifices made during the Battle of Aretia
and the subsequent treaty that united the kingdom. This historical event is marked by
official celebrations and serves as a reminder of the unity and resilience of the people.
The narrative then shifts to a more personal scene, where the protagonist is in her
room, cleaning up after a night of chaos, indicating recent turmoil and emotional
tension. The atmosphere is intimate, setting the stage for a heartfelt interaction with

Xaden, whose arrival signifies a complex blend of camaraderie and unspoken feelings.

As Xaden enters, their interaction reveals underlying emotional layers, with both
characters navigating their vulnerabilities and past experiences. They exchange casual
banter about the damage caused during their last encounter, hinting at a recent
conflict that left physical and emotional scars. Their dialogue underscores a shared
understanding of each other's struggles, particularly around the themes of
vulnerability and strength. Xaden's attempt to downplay his own scars contrasts with
the protagonist’s attempt to maintain composure, highlighting their mutual recognition

of the emotional toll their experiences have taken.

The narrative deepens as the protagonist discovers an old, damaged book containing a
secret letter from her father. The letter, written just before his death, offers cryptic
advice about preserving history and understanding their past, emphasizing the
importance of folklore and memory in shaping identity. As she flips through the pages,
she is transported back to childhood memories of her father’s voice and stories,
revealing the profound influence he had on her life. The discovery of the letter
introduces a mysterious element that hints at hidden family secrets and the

importance of historical truth in their ongoing struggles.



In the closing moments, the protagonist reflects on her father’s reclusiveness following
the death of her brother, Brennan, and her own role as a student of the archives. The
chapter ends with her contemplating the significance of the stories and legends from
an ancient kingdom, suggesting that her journey is intertwined with uncovering her
family’s history and understanding the larger historical forces at play. This blend of
personal history and broader cultural memory sets the tone for future revelations and

the ongoing quest for identity and truth amidst chaos and conflict.



CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO

The chapter opens with a somber reflection on the fate of 107 innocents, the children
of executed officers, who now bear the "rebellion relic" and are to be conscripted into
the Riders Quadrant at Basgiath. This act demonstrates the harsh realities of loyalty
and punishment in the kingdom, where mercy is intertwined with brutality. The scene
underscores the brutal justice system and the heavy burden carried by those in power,
exemplified by the dragon’s role in transferring guilt and responsibility. It sets a tone
of sacrifice and the moral complexities faced by characters caught between duty and

compassion.

The narrative then shifts to a tense and daring scene on Conscription Day, where the
protagonist walks the parapet in a dress, risking her life to reach Xaden. The act
symbolizes her desire to connect with him despite the danger, highlighting her
reckless determination. The scene vividly captures her internal conflict—fear, love, and
defiance—while emphasizing the peril of her actions. Her willingness to risk death
underscores her emotional vulnerability and the depth of her feelings for Xaden, who is

depicted as a solitary figure burdened by grief and responsibility.

As the protagonist approaches Xaden, their interaction becomes charged with raw
emotion. Xaden’s surprise at her presence, combined with his protective instincts,
sparks a tense yet intimate confrontation. Their exchange reveals their mutual
understanding and the unspoken tension between them. Despite the danger and his
command to turn back, they are drawn to each other, exposing their vulnerabilities
and the intensity of their connection. This moment signifies a breaking point in their

emotional barriers, setting the stage for a deeper relationship despite external threats.

In the concluding moments, the protagonist boldly declares her love for Xaden,
confronting their fears and the obstacles that stand in their way. She challenges his

doubts about a future together, asserting her desire for closeness and honesty. Their



dialogue reflects a complex mix of love, defiance, and mutual understanding,
illustrating their emotional sparring and the risk they are willing to take for each other.
The chapter ends with a powerful acknowledgment of their feelings, emphasizing that
their connection transcends logic and danger, driven by the reckless heart that refuses

to be subdued.



CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE

The chapter opens with a reflection on the dangers associated with controlling a
powerful signet, emphasizing that both the inability to manifest one and the reckless
use of it pose significant risks to riders and those around them. This sets a tone of
caution and highlights the importance of mastery over magical abilities within the
military hierarchy. The narrative then shifts to a tense morning where the protagonist,
hurriedly preparing for an urgent formation, grapples with the reality of an impending
attack. The urgency underscores the deteriorating security in the quadrant, and the

protagonist’s concern for fallen comrades underscores the stakes of this conflict.

As the scene progresses, the protagonist quickly dresses in her formal uniform, aware
of her limited time before deployment. Her interaction with Xaden reveals a deep
connection, with him offering protective warmth in the form of his flight jacket. Their
exchange is charged with emotion, hinting at the looming separation as Xaden is
expected to be sent on a dangerous mission. Their brief but intense moment
underscores the personal toll of the ongoing war, contrasting their feelings against the

backdrop of military duty and imminent danger.

The chapter also captures the chaos and adrenaline of the war college environment.
The protagonist slips away from her room unnoticed, blending into the crowd of riders
heading to formation. She observes her peers, including Rhiannon and Liam, and
engages in lighthearted banter that masks underlying tension. The discovery that she
is wearing Xaden'’s flight jacket sparks playful teasing among her friends, which
momentarily distracts from the seriousness of the situation. The camaraderie and
layered interactions reveal the complex emotional landscape of the characters amidst

the chaos.

Finally, the chapter culminates with the revelation that the morning’s gathering is part

of a larger, orchestrated event—War Games. The protagonist’s shock and Rhiannon’s



teasing highlight the unpredictable nature of their training and the deceptive calm
before more intense battles. The chapter ends with a sense of foreboding, as the
characters brace for the upcoming challenge while managing personal conflicts and
relationships. The mix of humor, tension, and camaraderie paints a vivid picture of life

within the war college during a period of crisis.



CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR

The chapter opens with a historical account of gryphon attacks, highlighting their first
recorded incident near Resson in 1 AU. This event marked the beginning of a
prolonged conflict over territorial control, especially around vulnerable border regions
like the trading post. The ongoing struggle reflects the broader theme of territorial
disputes driven by power and strategic advantage. The narrative situates these
conflicts within a larger historical context, emphasizing the persistent threat posed by
gryphons and the importance of border defenses in the ongoing war. This background
sets the stage for understanding the strategic significance of the locations and the

persistent danger faced by those defending these borders.

The story then shifts to a detailed depiction of a flight into Athebyne, illustrating the
physical and emotional toll of aerial travel for the characters. As they traverse the
Cliffs of Dralor and surrounding mountains, the narrative captures the breathtaking
scenery and the inherent dangers of flying in such treacherous terrain. The characters’
interactions reveal their familiarity with flying and the physical exhaustion that
accompanies long hours in the saddle. The scene also introduces the characters’
relationships, particularly the bond between the narrator and the dragons, Tairn and
Andarna, as well as their comrades. It underscores the importance of teamwork and

the reliance on dragon companions for survival and strategic movement.

The chapter explores the shift beyond the protective wards, emphasizing the change
in magical dynamics and communication. The absence of wards causes magic to
become more unpredictable, complicating command and coordination within the
squad. This sense of unease is compounded by the strange, foreboding atmosphere as
they approach Athebyne, hinting at potential threats and unseen dangers awaiting
them. The characters’ heightened alertness and cautious behavior reflect the

unpredictable nature of the upcoming confrontation. Their careful preparations and the



sense of foreboding set a tense tone for what lies ahead, emphasizing the stakes of

their mission.

In the final section, personal tensions and emotional vulnerabilities surface amid the
group’s physical exhaustion. The narrator reflects on the physical toll of the journey
and her mental state, marked by anxiety and love for Xaden. Conversations reveal
concerns about safety, responsibilities, and the unpredictability of the War Games,
where a significant portion of first-years typically do not survive. The chapter
concludes with a tense but intimate moment of connection between the narrator and
Xaden, illustrating the complex blend of love, duty, and professionalism. This
emotional undercurrent adds depth to their characters, highlighting the human side of

the military and strategic challenges faced by the squad.



CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE

The chapter begins with a vivid depiction of Fen Riorson’s final moments during
interrogation, where he descends into madness, falsely accusing the Navarre kingdom
and its rulers of a vast conspiracy. His behavior becomes increasingly erratic, leading
to a swift and merciful execution, emphasizing the tragic end of a man consumed by
paranoia and madness. This scene sets a tone of political intrigue and the brutal
consequences of dissent within the kingdom, illustrating the harsh realities faced by
those accused of treason and the ruthless measures taken by the authorities to

maintain control.

The narrative then shifts to a tense scene involving the protagonist and other
characters observing a confrontation with gryphon riders. The riders, dressed
differently from the black-clad enemies, reveal unsettling information about a recent
village destruction by venin, mythical creatures believed to rarely appear in the west.
The conversation exposes a dangerous threat advancing toward their borders, with the
riders warning of imminent danger and urging preparedness. This revelation
introduces a new layer of threat, blending myth and reality, and highlights the ongoing

conflict that looms over the region.

Amidst the mounting tension, the characters grapple with betrayal and the complex
alliances at play. Xaden’s calm demeanor contrasts sharply with the shock and
disbelief experienced by others, especially when it becomes clear that he is secretly
working with the enemy. The scene underscores the peril of trusting appearances and
the dangerous game of political and military deception. The discussion about ransom
and the threat of violence emphasizes the stakes involved, revealing how personal and

political motives intertwine within this intricate web of loyalty, betrayal, and survival.

As the chapter concludes, the gryphon riders depart, leaving behind a sense of

foreboding. The protagonist feels isolated, aware of the betrayal and the dangerous



truths uncovered. The scene underscores the fragile alliances and the imminent threat
posed by the venin horde, forcing the characters to brace for a confrontation that
could determine the fate of their land. The chapter ends with a poignant reflection on
the outsider status of the protagonist and the ominous reality that everyone is now

aware of the brewing conflict, setting the stage for the battles to come.



CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX

In this chapter, the tension escalates as Xaden and his team observe a mysterious

threat in the valley beyond the cliffs. The atmosphere is thick with unease, with Tairn
sensing that something is stronger and more sinister than usual. The group’s concern
deepens when Liam reports seeing figures that resemble the feared venin—corrupted
beings with red veins and red eyes—indicating a dangerous enemy potentially linked
to dark magic. The chapter emphasizes the uncertainty and danger lurking below,

while the characters grapple with the ominous possibility that their enemies are more

powerful and corrupt than they initially believed.

The narrative reveals a crucial strategic dilemma: the team receives a coded message
that tests their loyalty and command. They are faced with a stark choice—either
abandon the village of their enemies or forsake their command and the upcoming War
Games at Eltuval. If they choose to leave, the trading post of Resson and its
inhabitants will be destroyed by venin forces. The tension is heightened by the
ambiguity of the threat, with Liam describing the venin as grotesque and dangerous,
and the team understanding that their actions could have deadly consequences for

innocent civilians caught in the conflict.

As the team debates their options, the scene shifts to an imminent attack: gryphons
have landed near them, and explosions ripple through the valley, indicating active
combat and chaos in Resson. The characters are faced with a moral and tactical
dilemma—whether to rush into the danger and try to save the civilians or to follow
command instructions and retreat. Xaden’s leadership is tested as he weighs the risk
of death against the moral imperative to protect the innocent, emphasizing the gravity
of their situation and the harsh realities of warfare. The chapter underscores the

tension between duty, loyalty, and the unpredictable chaos of battle.



The chapter concludes with a focus on strategy and the characters’ resolve. Despite
the overwhelming odds—fewer in number, with the threat of venin and wyvern legends
hanging over them—they consider their resources and the potential to fight back. The
characters acknowledge their air superiority and the weapons they possess, but also
recognize the peril posed by the venin and the dangerous terrain. The narrative
highlights their resilience and the difficult choices they face, setting the stage for a
confrontation that could determine not only their fate but also the broader outcome of
their campaign. The chapter leaves the reader on edge, contemplating the cost of

loyalty and the chaos of war.



CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN

The chapter opens with a mythic reference to a celestial conflict, emphasizing the
tragic cost paid by the third brother who commanded the sky’s greatest power to
defeat his jealous sibling. This allegory sets a tone of high stakes and formidable
power struggles that resonate throughout the narrative. The scene quickly shifts to a
tense, action-packed confrontation in the skies, where the protagonist, mounted on
Tairn, faces a deadly venin—an enemy who has previously killed Soleil. The vivid
description of the venin’s veins and her aggressive stance underscores the peril and
intensity of the battle, highlighting the protagonist's immediate need to adapt and

survive amid chaos.

As the fight unfolds, the protagonist recognizes the increasing danger posed by the
venin’s agility and cunning. Despite her own injuries and the loss of her dagger, she
fights to stay alive, fighting off the venin’s relentless assault. The scene reveals her
resourcefulness and determination, drawing on her training and the support of her
dragon, Tairn. The protagonist’s awareness of her limitations and her resolve to
protect her dragon and herself are central themes, emphasizing her growth as a
fighter in a world fraught with deadly adversaries. The confrontation becomes a test of
both combat skills and mental resilience, with the tension mounting as the venin’s

speed and brutality threaten to overwhelm her.

The narrative takes a darker turn as the venin’s weaponry and tactics reveal a deeper,
more sinister layer—she is a student of a dark sage, hinting at a larger, more
dangerous enemy lurking behind the immediate threat. The protagonist’s realization
that her opponent is not only skilled but also educated in dark magic adds complexity
to the conflict. The scene shifts into a display of strategic combat, with Xaden’s
shadow magic providing a crucial advantage by plunging the battlefield into darkness.

This shift allows the protagonist to leverage her own light power, turning the tide of



the fight momentarily and executing a decisive strike that mortally wounds the venin.

In the aftermath, the chapter captures the toll of battle—both physical and emotional.
The protagonist’s victory is bittersweet, marked by her own injuries and the realization
of the deadly force she has faced. She manages to declare the venin’s death amid her
fading strength, emphasizing her resilience and the high cost of victory. As she
stumbles toward safety, the chapter underscores the ongoing threat and the fragile
line between life and death in this perilous world. The closing moments hint at the
lingering pain and the need for recovery, setting the stage for future challenges and

deepening the narrative’s tension.



CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHT

The chapter opens with a grim reflection on the nature of poison and medicine,
emphasizing that in unfamiliar situations, it is better to try every possible antidote,
even if it results in death, as it provides valuable learning. This sets a tone of
desperation and urgency, highlighting the peril faced by the characters in a lethal
confrontation. The narrative quickly immerses the reader in a chaotic battle scene
where the protagonist, Violet, is falling uncontrollably amidst destruction, her senses
overwhelmed by pain, disconnection from her powers, and the chaos around her. The
urgency to save her becomes palpable as her allies scramble to respond to her critical

condition.

As Violet’'s consciousness wavers, her body is described as being caught in a moment
of intense suffering, with her allies desperately trying to diagnose her condition. There
is speculation that her symptoms may be caused by magic rather than poison, as her
blood turns black—a sign of something far more sinister and mysterious. Xaden,
deeply concerned, pleads with her to fight the paralysis and poison affecting her,
revealing the depth of their emotional bond and the stakes involved. The scene
underscores the dire physical state she is in and the urgency to get her medical help,

with her allies debating the best course of action amid the ongoing battle.

The narrative then shifts to Violet's limited awareness of her surroundings, where she
is unable to communicate or move, trapped in a state of agony and helplessness. Her
mind is filled with fear and despair, contemplating her impending death and the
possibility that her injuries are fatal. Despite her inability to speak or act, her mind
remains painfully aware of the presence and concern of those around her, particularly
Xaden, who is determined to save her at all costs. The chapter emphasizes the
physical and emotional toll of her wounds, as well as the peril of failing to reach

medical aid in time.



In the closing scenes, Violet’s consciousness fades again into an uncertain limbo, with
her contemplating her own mortality and the potential loss of Xaden if she dies. The
narrative concludes with her feeling the wind and the wings of her rescuers as they fly
over the cliffs of Dralor, symbolizing both danger and hope. Despite the agonizing pain
and the threat of death from the poison, her resolve to survive for Xaden’s sake
endures. The chapter ends on a note of tension and anticipation, with the characters

racing against time to save Violet's life amidst the ongoing chaos.



CHAPTER THIRTY-NINE

The chapter begins with a stark declaration of cowardice, setting a tone of intense
emotional conflict. The protagonist, Xaden, reflects on the recent trauma and the toll it
has taken on him and those around him. The narrative emphasizes the tension
between hope and despair, especially as Violet remains unconscious after three days
of critical illness. Her fragile state underscores the vulnerability that has overtaken her,
contrasting sharply with her usual strength and resilience. The scene captures the
quiet desperation of watching someone you love fight for survival, with Xaden

grappling with guilt and helplessness amid the uncertainty of her condition.

Xaden’s thoughts reveal a deep sense of regret and self-reproach, particularly over
decisions made during their perilous mission. He blames himself for Liam’s death,
believing that his failure to protect his foster brother has compounded the tragedy. His
internal monologue exposes the weight of responsibility he carries, haunted by the
consequences of past choices and the realization that he might have diverted suffering
if he had acted differently. The chapter explores themes of guilt, remorse, and the
devastating impact of perceived failure in moments of crisis, illustrating the complex

emotional landscape of a soldier burdened by loss.

The narrative then shifts to the critical importance of the bond between the
characters, especially the connection with Tairn, the dragon. Despite the inability to
communicate fully, the bond remains intact, providing a fragile thread of hope that
Violet's life persists. The dragon’s presence symbolizes both shame and reassurance,
as the characters’ intertwined fates hinge on the strength of their connection. The
chapter underscores the significance of trust and loyalty amid chaos, even as the
characters grapple with feelings of shame and regret for past mistakes and the

dangerous circumstances they face.



In the final moments, a glimmer of hope emerges as Violet awakens. Her eyes open,
and her consciousness returns, filling Xaden with a mixture of relief and disbelief. The
scene is charged with emotion as he checks her condition, relieved to see her alive
and seemingly recovering. Her smile, whether genuine or a trick of light, sparks a
cautious optimism. The chapter concludes with a tender yet tense exchange,
highlighting the fragile recovery and the ongoing emotional and physical toll on both
characters. It leaves the reader contemplating the delicate balance between life and

death, and the unbreakable bond forged through suffering and hope.



