Wed to the Grendel

Wed to the Grendel by Elizabeth L. Brooks is a dark, whimsical fantasy that reimagines
the classic Beowulf legend. The story follows a young woman who finds herself
mysteriously married to Grendel, the monstrous creature. As she navigates her
strange new life, she grapples with love, power, and the challenges of being tied to a

legendary beast.

Alia Terra

Alia Terra is a world shaped by a mysterious and catastrophic event known only as the
Shift, which has completely altered the course of history. The remnants of what once
was—a thriving civilization full of advanced technologies, flourishing cities, and
powerful nations—have faded into the background, leaving behind only fragments of
the past. Historians and scientists speculate about the grandeur that existed before,
but there are no concrete traces, no records or artifacts to paint a vivid picture of life
prior to the Shift. The memory of a civilization that once boasted innovation and
prosperity has been entirely wiped away, with only whispers of its existence remaining

in the form of distant, half-forgotten stories.

The world that exists now is a stark contrast to the thriving civilization that once ruled
the land. The remaining cities are fragmented, and the few that stand are walled off,
creating a sharp divide between the privileged and the impoverished. The wealthy
inhabit the central parts of these cities, living in comfort and security, while the poor
are relegated to the outer districts, struggling to survive in a harsh, unforgiving
environment. Life for the poor is a daily battle, devoid of the luxuries and

advancements of the past, where survival is the sole concern. Moreover, the world is



now dominated by terrifying monstrous creatures, whose presence looms over the
people’s every move, casting a long shadow over the land and altering the very fabric
of society. These creatures, once feared as threats, have become an integral part of
the landscape, and their domination has redefined the balance of power in ways that

no one could have foreseen.

Amidst this chaos, young women in Alia Terra face grim choices as they seek a way to
escape the bleakness of their existence. Many turn to the temples, where they
undergo DNA tests that match them with one of the creatures, often leading to an
arranged marriage. These unions are not borne out of love but necessity—providing
women with a chance to escape the suffocating poverty and desperation that rule their
lives. By marrying a monster, they secure food, shelter, and the promise of survival,
but at a cost. This practice underscores the power dynamics that have come to define
Alia Terra, where the need for survival has pushed individuals to form unlikely and
often morally ambiguous relationships in a world where nothing is as it seems. The
monsters, once seen as enemies, have become a form of currency, a means of survival

in a world where hope is in short supply.

The prevailing atmosphere in Alia Terra is one of survival and subjugation, a world
where humanity is forced to live under the shadow of creatures they once feared. The
Shift may have erased the glory of the past, but it has also birthed a new societal
order in which humans are bound to the very monsters that now control their world.
These creatures, once seen as threats to be vanquished, have now become part of the
daily existence for those who remain, and their influence stretches into every facet of
life. The people of Alia Terra must adapt to this new reality, where their survival
depends not just on their own resourcefulness, but on their relationship with the
monsters that dominate their world. The landscape, both physical and metaphorical, is
a testament to this adaptation, with the remnants of a forgotten history serving as a

silent reminder of what has been lost.

In this new order, the powerful divide between the rich and the poor continues to

widen, with the elites controlling the cities and the impoverished clinging to whatever



scraps of life they can find. While the poor are forced to submit to the whims of the
monsters, the wealthy live in a separate world of luxury, protected by their high walls
and fortified boundaries. For those in the lower rungs of society, the monsters
represent a dangerous but necessary evil. As they struggle to survive in this harsh new
world, the possibility of a different future seems distant, and the hope for a better life
feels fleeting. The residents of Alia Terra, once part of a grand civilization, are now left
to navigate a fractured world where survival often comes at the cost of their dignity
and their freedom. The remnants of the past may have faded, but the struggles of the
present persist, and the monsters that roam the land serve as both a symbol of

oppression and a twisted form of salvation.



Chapter 1: Branthor

Chapter 1 begins with Branthor, the youngest of four brothers, finding peace and
contentment on the first day of spring. He enjoys the vibrant landscape of his
backyard, where he prepares a barbecue by himself, reflecting on the quiet joy he
derives from his solitude. His brothers—Orion, Ragnar, and Kairos—tease him,
suggesting that his single life might be a sign that he needs a wife. Branthor, however,
is unmoved by their comments. He values his independence and freedom, which
stands in stark contrast to the burdens his brothers bear. They talk about the
challenges of parenting, including sleepless nights and the pressures of raising
children, reminding Branthor why he prefers his quiet life away from those

responsibilities.

As Branthor grills boar meat, he reflects on the dynamics within his family. His
brothers’ wives—Holly, Nova, and Maren—are busy preparing a salad, and Branthor
can't help but find the contrast amusing. Despite their small size, these women are
married to men who, like Branthor, stand at towering heights, a common feature of
their “grendel” heritage. Branthor, who stands at an imposing 11 feet tall, knows that
female grendels have become rare since the “Shift,” which has led to the grendels
forming unions with human women. This shift has brought its own set of challenges,
especially when it comes to hybrid pregnancies, which are fraught with complexities.
Branthor’s reflection on these changes only strengthens his decision to remain

unmarried, as he continues to navigate the complexities of his heritage.

While watching his nieces, Pearl and Coral, and his nephew, Maverick, play in the yard,
Branthor feels a deep love for them. However, his resolve not to have children remains
unshaken. His brothers challenge him on his reluctance to start a family, suggesting

that his decision may be rooted in selfishness. They argue that family is important, but

Branthor believes that love can take many forms and that it doesn’t have to come



through marriage or parenthood. The pressure to conform to traditional family
structures is something Branthor struggles with, as he feels that the love he shares

with his family, in all its forms, is just as valuable.

Branthor’s reluctance to father children is influenced by the traumas of his past. He
still carries the pain of losing his mother at a young age, a tragedy that haunts him to
this day. The idea of being a father or a husband seems beyond his reach, as he
doesn’t believe he is capable of providing the nurturing that such roles demand. His
fears deepen when his nephew Maverick’s reckless actions result in Branthor injuring
his arm. Nova rushes to help, bandaging the wound, and in that moment, Branthor is
reminded of the warmth and care that exists within his family. Despite his hesitation to
embrace the traditional roles of marriage and fatherhood, the strong, supportive
relationships within his family continue to shape his understanding of love and

connection.

Branthor begins to understand that his brothers’ insistence on finding him a bride
comes from a place of genuine concern. They want him to experience the same joy
they’ve found in their families, but Branthor is still unsure if that path is right for him.
He values the closeness and love that exists within his family in Mossdale, where the
unique blend of grendel heritage and human influence has created a life full of
complexity and warmth. While Branthor may be reluctant to conform to the traditional
expectations placed on him, he recognizes that his family’s love and support are
powerful forces in his life. He may not be ready to take on the roles his brothers
envision for him, but he is grateful for the familial bond they share, even as he carves

out his own path.



Chapter 2: Teal

Chapter 2 begins with Teal feeling the crushing weight of her responsibilities as she
prepares dinner for her father and brothers. Despite the physical and emotional
exhaustion from a day filled with household chores and the added stress of a recent
plumbing disaster, she quietly sets about making the chicken stew they’ve asked for.
The task, though mundane, serves as a small escape, allowing her mind to wander
back to the painful memory of her mother’s death. Her mother had passed just a week
before Teal’s eighteenth birthday, a loss that marked a significant turning point in her
life. During her final days, her mother had whispered words that Teal would never
forget: a plea to send her blood to the Marriage Temple. These words lingered in Teal’s
mind, urging her to take action toward escaping her oppressive home life, which had
grown unbearable after her mother’s death. Teal had followed through on this promise,
secretly submitting her blood to the Temple in the hopes of securing a match, all in the

hope of finding a better life away from the cruelty she had been enduring.

Teal’s life has been shaped by the constant control her brothers have exerted over
her. Since their mother’s death, she has been left to manage the household, taking on
the role of caretaker for her father and brothers. This responsibility has robbed her of
her youth and freedom, making her feel more like a servant than a daughter. The
oppressive demands of her brothers have isolated her from the outside world, and
they continuously reinforce the idea that she is to serve them without question. Any
attempts she made to run away from the harsh grip of her family were thwarted. Her
father and brothers maintained an iron grip on her, ensuring she would never escape
the suffocating life they had forced upon her. Fear and violence have become the
norms in her home, and Teal has been conditioned to believe that escape is a distant,

if not impossible, dream.



As she carefully prepares the meal, Teal is gripped by a deep sense of anxiety. She
knows her efforts will never be enough to meet the high expectations her father and
brothers have for her. Their constant criticism and demands have worn her down,
leaving her with a constant sense of inadequacy. When they arrive home earlier than
usual, Teal can sense the tension in the air before they even speak. She attempts to
appease them with her cooking, but her father’s suspicious demeanor signals that her
efforts are futile. The situation grows even more charged when her father presents a
letter from the Marriage Temple—a letter that could represent the future Teal had
secretly hoped for. This letter, however, is something her family fiercely opposes, as it
threatens to shatter the control they have over her. In a violent outburst, her father
accuses her of betraying the family and physically assaults her, as rage and disbelief
consume him. Teal, battered and bruised, feels a strange sense of liberation as she
contemplates the possibility of marrying someone far removed from the toxic

environment of her family.

After enduring the attack from her father and brothers, Teal retreats to the sanctuary
of her room, needing time to process the chaotic emotions swirling inside her. It is
here that she reopens the letter from the Marriage Temple, reading its contents over
and over, trying to draw comfort from the prospect of a future where she can escape.
The thought of leaving behind the violence and fear of her family fills her with a
mixture of dread and excitement. She begins to imagine what life could be like away
from her father’s oppression, possibly marrying a man who would treat her with the
respect and care she has never known. The letter represents more than just a
contract—it symbolizes a chance at freedom, a chance to build a new life outside the
shadow of her troubled past. In the quiet of her room, Teal allows herself to dream of a
life where she is cherished, free from the suffocating control of her family. Despite the
overwhelming uncertainty and the fear of what lies ahead, Teal clings to this hope with
all her might, refusing to believe that her life is destined to be nothing more than a
series of painful sacrifices. For the first time in a long while, she dares to imagine a

different future, one where she is not trapped, but free.



Chapter 3: Teal

Chapter 3 begins with Teal contemplating her painful departure from her father’s
house, where she faced his harsh rejection. In an attempt to shame her for wanting
freedom, her father calls her a "whore," his words ringing in her ears as she walks
away from everything she has ever known. Despite the deep emotional pain his
rejection causes, Teal decides she will not allow herself to be defined by his cruelty.
She leaves with nothing but the clothes she is wearing, making a silent vow to never
return. Her journey begins at the train station, where her mind is filled with anxiety
and uncertainty. With no money to purchase a ticket to the Marriage Temple, which is
located two cities away, Teal feels trapped by her circumstances. The villagers from
Fortitude, where she grew up, had long discouraged women from seeking matches
with those considered "monsters," further isolating her from the rest of the world.
These social pressures and judgments only add to her sense of abandonment, yet she

is determined to continue.

Fueled by her desire to escape and find a new life, Teal boards the train without a
ticket, her heart pounding in her chest. When the conductor confronts her about her
lack of fare, she admits to her situation. However, to her surprise, an elderly woman
sitting nearby overhears and offers to pay for her ticket. The woman shares her own
story, explaining that she once too had been in a desperate situation and found solace
in kindness. Her act of generosity resonates deeply with Teal, reminding her of the
warmth her mother once provided before her untimely death. This moment of
connection helps restore some of Teal’s hope, allowing her to believe that despite the
hardships she’s faced, there is still kindness in the world, and perhaps, still hope for a

better future.

Upon her arrival at the Marriage Temple, Teal is overwhelmed by a mixture of hunger,

fear, and uncertainty. She anxiously prepares for the next day when she is to meet her



future husband, but the thought of what lies ahead fills her with dread. The servants at
the Temple treat her with care, offering her soothing ointment for the bruises on her
skin—a reminder of the painful past she is trying to leave behind. Despite their
kindness, anxiety churns within her. She worries that she may not be attractive
enough for her future husband and begins questioning what her life will look like in the
days to come. The fear of rejection, the weight of her past, and the uncertainty of the
future all collide as she faces the unknown. Her journey toward this new life is fraught

with tension, and she can’t help but wonder if she is truly ready for what’'s to come.

The following day, instead of meeting Branthor, her intended husband, Teal is greeted
by Holly and Kairos, her future sister-in-law and brother-in-law. They explain that
Branthor is not present to sign the marriage contract, a situation that leaves Teal
uncertain about her future. The priest’s words add to her growing anxiety as he
reveals that Branthor has yet to arrive. The situation feels more complicated than Teal
had anticipated, and she is left wondering whether this marriage, which she had so
desperately hoped for, will ever come to fruition. This sudden shift forces Teal to
confront the reality that her future is far from secure. After learning that her husband-
to-be is not coming, Teal decides to keep the money that was given to her,
symbolizing a small victory over the uncertainty of her circumstances. She begins to
imagine a life for herself outside the confines of her troubled past in Fortitude,
picturing a future where she doesn’t have to rely on anyone or anything but her own
resolve. Though uncertainty looms over her, she clings to the belief that she will not

return to the life she left behind, no matter the challenges ahead.

This chapter represents a pivotal moment in Teal's journey, highlighting her resilience
in the face of adversity. Her internal struggles are laid bare as she faces the harsh
realities of her past and the uncertainty of her future. Yet, amid the turmoil, Teal finds
moments of hope, fueled by the unexpected kindness of strangers and her
determination to carve out a life for herself. Through these small gestures, readers
witness the beginning of Teal’s transformation, as she starts to shed the constraints of
her upbringing and imagine a life full of possibilities. This chapter serves as a reminder

of the strength found in moments of kindness, the power of self-determination, and the



importance of forging ahead even when the path ahead is unclear. Teal’s journey is
one of self-discovery, and through her experiences, she shows that despite the weight

of past struggles, there is always a chance for a fresh start.



Chapter 4: Branthor

Chapter 4 begins with a growing sense of discomfort as my sixtieth birthday nears. The
air in Mossdale feels thick with tension, and the behavior of my family and the
townspeople grows increasingly erratic, as though they’re all hiding something from
me. Normally, my brothers and their partners love organizing grand celebrations,
especially for birthdays, transforming what would be a simple occasion into a lavish
event filled with elaborate feasts, extravagant gifts, and towering cakes. However, this
year, the atmosphere feels different—there’s a strange undercurrent of anxiety and
secrecy surrounding the usual festivities. What was once a day to mark the passing of
time and enjoy the company of loved ones had somehow shifted into a far more
worrisome spectacle, leaving me wondering if my family had planned something that |

wasn’'t meant to know about.

My suspicions begin to grow when Holly and Kairos, two key members of the family,
vanish for an entire day under the pretense of running errands. Their unexplained
absence only adds to my unease, as the night before my birthday approaches. | try to
sleep, but a restless feeling keeps me wide awake, sensing that something isn’t right.
When | ask Ragnar about Holly’s whereabouts, he gives me a vague response,
mentioning that she’s not feeling well, but his words do little to reassure me. Instead,
they only serve to deepen the growing anxiety in my chest. The more questions | ask,
the more | realize that no one is willing to be transparent with me, and this only fuels
the sense that something is being hidden. The uncertainty surrounding the plans for
my birthday begins to take on a life of its own, heightening my discomfort and leaving

me feeling isolated.

When the morning of my birthday finally arrives, | head to Ragnar’s house, hoping to
uncover some answers, but chaos greets me at the door. His son Maverick is having a

meltdown over a broken toy, and Ragnar dismisses the tantrum as just a temporary



phase. However, | can’t shake the sense that the family is hiding something much
bigger. Despite my repeated attempts to get to the bottom of the preparations for my
birthday, Ragnar and the others dismiss my concerns, brushing them aside as if I'm
overreacting. Ragnar insists that it’s just a simple birthday celebration and nothing
more, but my gut tells me otherwise. There’s something dark lurking beneath the
surface of the day, and | can’t ignore the feeling that the celebration is merely a

facade for something far more sinister.

By noon, the entire town has gathered by the river for what appears to be the start of
a grand celebration. A massive party tent has been set up, overflowing with food,
drinks, and music, and the sounds of children playing add to the festive chaos. Holly
approaches me, a knowing smile on her face, and asks me to close my eyes for a
surprise. Though hesitant, | trust her and comply, my heart racing as | wonder what's
about to happen. She leads me to the center of the tent, and with every step, | can’t
help but feel a sense of dread mixed with anticipation, as though I'm walking toward

something I'm not prepared for.

When the scarf is finally removed, | am confronted by an unexpected sight: a gigantic
cake, so large that it dwarfs everything around it. Before | can fully process what I'm
seeing, the top of the cake bursts open, and a stunning woman emerges, jumping out
and shouting, “Happy Birthday, Branthor!” The crowd around me erupts into cheers,
and | stand frozen, unable to understand what’'s happening. The woman, dressed in a
breathtaking gown, is introduced as my bride, a shocking revelation that turns my
world upside down. This extravagant surprise, something | had never anticipated,
leaves me speechless. | had thought | was merely attending a typical birthday
celebration, but this surreal twist challenges everything | believed about my family’s
intentions. | find myself caught in a whirlwind of confusion, struggling to comprehend
how my simple milestone birthday had been transformed into an overwhelming

spectacle, leaving me questioning the decisions that had been made on my behalf.

As the shock of the moment settles over me, | realize the enormity of what has just

happened. The woman before me, her presence so grand and unexpected, is now my



bride, and | have no idea how to react. The people around me, including my brothers
and their partners, seem to be watching with bated breath, waiting for my response.
The celebration, once a source of minor anxiety, has now taken on a life of its own,

and | am left to grapple with the realization that my future may no longer be in my
hands. What | had hoped would be a simple day marking my aging and reflecting on
my past has instead turned into a convoluted and bewildering turn of events, forcing
me to reconsider everything | thought | knew about my family, my role in Mossdale,
and the life that had once seemed so certain. This bizarre twist of fate will undoubtedly
change the course of my life, and | am left to wonder how much of what | thought |

wanted will ever be the same again.



Chapter 5: Teal

Chapter 5 delves into Teal's discomfort as she finds herself at the center of attention
during a gathering, hidden within a birthday cake. Everyone's gaze is fixed on her,
making the situation all the more embarrassing, and she silently wishes for Branthor to
acknowledge her as his bride. As she struggles to fit in amidst the celebration, she
feels displaced, her heart pounding with both excitement and anxiety. When Branthor
steps toward her, his deep green eyes scan her with a look that mirrors her own
discomfort. He offers his hand, and Teal, feeling a sense of both relief and hesitation,

reaches out to take it, voicing her desire to escape the cake without causing a scene.

As Branthor lifts her effortlessly from the cake, his strength is evident, highlighting the
noticeable difference in their physical sizes. Teal, small and delicate in comparison to
his towering presence, can’t help but be both fascinated and slightly overwhelmed by
his figure. Branthor, a grendel with striking dark hair and those intense green eyes,
possesses a commanding presence, which both draws Teal in and makes her question
her own position. She struggles with how she views him—his beauty is undeniable, but
his physical dominance and strength are intimidating, leaving her feeling small and

unsure of herself.

Their interaction is filled with awkward pauses as they navigate the newness of their
relationship, unsure of how to move forward. Branthor tries to make her feel
comfortable, even offering a chair for her to sit in, but the moment becomes
unexpectedly comical when he chooses one that's much too high for her. They share a
brief, light-hearted laugh, but it helps break the tension, and Teal begins to acclimate
to her new environment. As the conversation shifts, Teal is introduced to the other
women in the family, such as Nova and Maren, who immediately make her feel
welcome. The genuine warmth they extend helps ease her anxiety, making the

transition into this new family feel less daunting.



The atmosphere around the table is filled with laughter and lively chatter, allowing
Teal to relax and observe the bond between the women. The sense of community she
experiences is a stark contrast to what she has known in the past, and she finds
herself yearning to belong in this new world. Her desire to connect with Branthor
deepens as she sees the genuine affection between the people around her. However,
despite the warmth and camaraderie, she still feels a quiet fear about her place in the
family and her future with Branthor. She longs for reassurance from him, hoping that

their relationship will grow into something deeper.

Amidst the joyful conversations and delicious food, Teal can’t shake the feeling that
Branthor is not fully present, his quiet demeanor making her uneasy. His preoccupied
expressions raise doubts in her mind, leaving her wondering about the true nature of
their marriage and whether it will last. The memory of the marriage contract signed by
his brother Kairos looms in her mind, a reminder of the obligations they both face and
the uncertainty of their future together. Branthor's behavior makes Teal question her
role in this relationship, and she starts to wonder if the connection they share is as

solid as it seems.

As the evening continues, Teal reflects on her emotions, torn between the warmth of
the new family she’s joined and the lingering doubt about her future with Branthor.
The sense of belonging that she craves remains elusive, and the uncertainty of what
lies ahead weighs heavily on her heart. Despite the growing affection she feels for
Branthor, she can’t ignore the lingering questions about their marriage and the role
that the contract plays in shaping their future. This chapter portrays the complexity of
Teal’s emotions, as she navigates the challenges of adjusting to a new life while

grappling with the uncertainty of her relationship with Branthor.



Chapter 6: Branthor

Chapter 6 opens with Branthor at his own birthday celebration, though the event feels
far from festive for him. The atmosphere, instead of being filled with joy, feels more
like a somber gathering, overshadowed by his family's insistence on an arranged
marriage. As his brothers cut the cake and music fills the air, Branthor stands at the
sidelines, detached and uninterested. He feels alienated from the festivities, his
thoughts consumed by the uncomfortable reality of his impending marriage to Teal.
Observing her discomfort among the revelers, Branthor notices how out of place she
looks, adding to his unease. Despite the attempts from others to encourage them to
join in the dancing, Branthor remains withdrawn, unwilling to engage with the

celebration or the situation at hand.

Teal, on the other hand, shares a part of herself with Branthor, revealing that she has
never experienced a party before. Her childhood, marked by a lack of celebrations, has
left her with a sense of sorrow and longing for something she has never known. As
Branthor listens, he feels a mix of concern and guilt, realizing that he might be the one
responsible for the fragile situation Teal is now in. This realization only deepens his
inner conflict, as he struggles with his reluctance to accept the arranged marriage.
After an unsettling conversation with his brothers, Branthor decides to confront them,
expressing his dissatisfaction with the forced arrangement. However, they dismiss his
concerns, encouraging him to accept the match as a natural part of maturing and
starting a family. They argue that marriage is a step toward stability, but Branthor

refuses to accept their reasoning, feeling increasingly alienated by their perspective.

As Branthor continues to resist the pressure from his brothers, he points to Teal’s
delicate nature as a key reason for his refusal to accept the marriage. His brothers,
who are happily settled with their own partners, fail to understand his aversion to love

and companionship. For Branthor, however, there is an underlying discomfort with



Teal's presence that he can’t easily explain. Despite the growing bond between them,
he finds himself both repelled and intrigued by the idea of their union, unable to

reconcile his emotions with the situation forced upon him.

Eventually, Branthor takes Teal to his home, preparing a separate room for her to stay
in. His decision to keep their living arrangements apart highlights his reluctance to
embrace the role of a husband. Teal, upon seeing the size of his home, expresses her
surprise, as it is something she has never encountered in her own life. Having come
from humble beginnings, she has little to bring with her, prompting Branthor to offer
her an oversized shirt for comfort. This act of kindness is the first sign of warmth
between them, even as Branthor continues to make it clear that he doesn’t want a
bride. Despite the disappointment, Teal remains composed, accepting the situation
with surprising calm. They share a quiet moment over wine, the first true connection
they have had, as Branthor’s internal struggle regarding their future remains

unresolved.

Throughout this chapter, the complexity of Branthor's feelings toward Teal and the
arranged marriage is laid bare. His internal turmoil reflects a deeper struggle with the
expectations placed on him by his family and society. As he wrestles with his
discomfort, he also finds himself drawn to Teal in ways he doesn’t fully understand.
The chapter delves into themes of personal choice, responsibility, and the tension
between societal expectations and individual desires, creating a nuanced portrayal of
Branthor’s journey. For Teal, this chapter highlights her own vulnerability and quiet

strength as she navigates her role in this uncertain relationship.



Chapter 7: Teal

In Chapter 7, Teal faces the painful reality that Branthor, despite his towering presence
and gentle nature, has no interest in her as a potential bride. The harsh truth hangs in
the air, and yet Teal remains determined, refusing to give up on the possibility of
forging a meaningful connection with him. Her resolve grows stronger as she sits by
the warmth of the fireplace with Branthor, their glasses of wine in hand, quietly
contemplating how to break down the emotional barriers between them. As they share
the evening, she begins to sense a tenderness in Branthor’s demeanor, one that
sharply contrasts his imposing figure, and it fills her with an unexpected sense of

safety and calm that she has never felt before.

Teal takes it upon herself to steer the conversation forward, revealing her love for
reading, particularly adventure novels. This deep passion for literature was nurtured
by her mother, and the memories of reading together are something she holds dear.
Her words about her mother are laced with a mixture of nostalgia and sadness, hinting
at the loss of such an important figure in her life. Branthor, for his part, shares
something quite different but no less personal—his love for gardening. The simplicity
and quiet nature of growing fruits and nurturing plants reveal a nurturing side to him
that Teal finds both surprising and endearing. Their dialogue continues to unfold
naturally, as they talk about the shared experience of losing their parents. This
exchange becomes a moment of deep connection, with both opening up about their
grief and finding common ground in their losses. In that shared vulnerability, a bond
begins to form between them, something that goes beyond the physical and taps into

an emotional closeness neither expected.

As their conversation deepens, the looming reality of their separation weighs heavily
on Teal’s mind. She cannot bring herself to mention the family struggles that still

haunt her, choosing instead to focus on the warmth of the connection they are building



in the moment. The thought of their time together coming to an end the following day
is a painful one, but she swallows it down in favor of preserving the intimacy between
them. As their discussion turns more personal, Branthor’s insecurities surface, and he
expresses his fear that his physical strength and size could harm her. Teal reassures
him with a gentle smile, conveying that his size does not frighten her and that she
feels safe in his presence. This reassurance helps ease his anxieties, and the emotional
wall between them starts to crumble. Their growing closeness naturally leads to a
more intimate exchange, and Branthor, unable to resist the pull of their chemistry,
leans in for a kiss. The kiss begins soft but quickly intensifies, stirring a whirlwind of
emotions in Teal. The passion between them becomes palpable, yet Branthor’s internal
conflict takes hold—he fears that his strength could hurt her in ways he cannot control.

Reluctantly, he pulls away, leaving the moment suspended in uncertainty.

The chapter closes on a tender note as Branthor carefully tucks Teal into bed, his
actions a blend of care and hesitance. His goodnight is soft, his gaze lingering on her,
but the future between them remains unclear. The emotional connection they’ve
fostered is undeniable, yet the unresolved tension about what lies ahead leaves both
of them in a state of uncertainty. Teal is left to ponder the moments they’ve shared,
her mind racing with questions about what the next day will bring, while Branthor is
left to wrestle with his own doubts about the depth of his feelings and his ability to
truly protect her. The chapter ends with a quiet tension, a sense of anticipation

building for the uncertain path that lies ahead for both of them.



Chapter 8: Teal

Chapter 8 takes the reader deeper into Teal's emotional journey as she wakes up early
in the morning, filled with both excitement and anxiety. She is eager to persuade
Branthor to take their relationship to the next level, hoping to convince him that they
are meant to be together. Despite the significant difference in their physical size—Teal
being much smaller than Branthor—she feels a strong connection to him, especially
after their passionate kiss, which left a deep impression on her heart. As Teal reflects
on the situation, she becomes anxious about their return to the Temple, where she
faces not only the emotional vulnerability of being sent away but also the looming
complications regarding Branthor’s arranged marriage and the financial implications of
their union. The weight of these fears and uncertainties about the future cause her to

wonder whether their budding relationship can withstand such pressures.

With a sense of determination and resolve, Teal decides to take matters into her own
hands and make a bold move. She steps out of the bath completely nude, fully aware
of the impact her body will have on Branthor, and knows this will be a defining
moment for their relationship. When Branthor knocks on the door and enters without
hesitation, his reaction to her exposed form confirms the attraction he feels, although
his internal struggle is still apparent. Teal’s playful and flirtatious behavior leads them
into a light-hearted conversation, during which she discovers that Branthor has
prepared breakfast for them, a gesture that brings her comfort and happiness. Despite
her obvious attraction to him, Teal teases Branthor by asking for a morning kiss, only
to encounter his hesitation, which stems from his mixed feelings and the complexities
of their relationship. Still, Teal is confident that the chemistry between them cannot be
ignored, and she continues to push the boundaries of their interactions, testing the

waters of their growing connection.



As the conversation progresses, Teal takes yet another bold step, physically touching
Branthor and recognizing the palpable tension between them. Branthor, though still
battling his emotions and holding onto his previously declared reluctance to marry, is
clearly drawn to her, unable to deny the pull they have toward each other. Teal,
believing in their bond and the authenticity of their connection, confidently asserts
that their chemistry is real and undeniable, pushing Branthor to finally admit that he,
too, feels the attraction. But even as he admits his feelings, Branthor remains
conflicted, still clinging to his fear of fully embracing this relationship. Just as it seems
like they might take the next step, Teal pulls away, maintaining the playful dynamic
between them but suggesting they move to a more relaxed setting for their breakfast.
She suggests eating outside, in a peaceful spot where they can enjoy the morning

together, a suggestion Branthor readily agrees to.

With the idea of eating breakfast on the porch, Teal feels a sense of optimism and
lightness she hasn’t felt in a while. She looks forward to spending more time with
Branthor, anticipating the beauty of his garden and the opportunity to connect with
him in a more intimate, yet casual setting. As the two walk out together, Teal’s
confidence grows, knowing that her playful and bold actions have likely made a
positive impression on Branthor. When she slips into one of Branthor’s oversized shirts,
she feels a deep sense of satisfaction, knowing she has successfully navigated the
delicate dance of flirtation and emotional connection. Teal’s internal growth and the
blossoming connection between the two characters stand at the forefront of this
chapter, highlighting her determination to make a real impact on Branthor’s heart. The
chapter wraps up with a growing sense of hope, as Teal feels optimistic about the
potential for their relationship to continue evolving and deepening, especially as
Branthor seems to soften in response to her bold yet affectionate actions. Teal now
feels that she has a real chance at securing the bond she has longed for, a bond that
could transcend both their past struggles and the external challenges they continue to

face.



Chapter 9: Branthor

Chapter 9 begins with Branthor feeling an unexpected sense of admiration as he
watches Teal, who is wearing the shirt he gifted her the previous night. The early
morning they share together is surprisingly intimate, creating a connection that goes
beyond physical attraction. As Teal eats the leftover cake, she curiously asks about
Mossdale and its origins, particularly the grendels who inhabit it. Branthor explains
that the town was established after the Shift, with grendels dividing over their differing
views on interbreeding with humans. This division led to a scarcity of female grendels,
and the town’s unigque history weighs heavily on the social fabric that continues to

shape its people.

Teal’s questions about the grendels’ beliefs and the history of their people reflect her
desire to understand more about the world around her, particularly Branthor’s
background. In response, Branthor expresses his personal philosophy, emphasizing
individual freedom and the importance of not being bound by old traditions and
societal constraints. Teal listens intently, appreciating his openness and his departure
from the rigid customs that have held her family and the grendel community in their
grip for so long. Their conversation flows easily, with playful exchanges peppered in,
creating an atmosphere of light-heartedness that contrasts with the heavy topics they
discuss. As they talk, the undeniable chemistry between them grows stronger,
underscored by their shared glances and innocent touches, which are laced with an
intriguing blend of curiosity, affection, and the beginnings of deeper emotional

connection.

Their conversation naturally shifts to Branthor’s favorite place—the Thundering
Caves—drawing Teal’s interest even further. She expresses a desire to explore the
caves with him, eager to experience something that holds meaning to Branthor.

However, Branthor, ever cautious, refuses her request, warning her of the inherent



dangers the caves hold. Despite his warnings, Teal remains undeterred, expressing her
confidence in his ability to protect her from harm. Branthor, torn between his
protective instincts and his growing attraction to her, is left grappling with his
emotions. While he cares deeply for her, he recognizes that her presence in his life

complicates everything he thought he understood about relationships and his future.

As their breakfast continues, Branthor finds himself caught in a whirlwind of conflicting
emotions. He wrestles with uncertainty about Teal’s motivations for wanting to stay
with him, especially as they both navigate the boundaries of their newly blossoming
connection. Teal’s actions—her boldness, her playful demeanor—only seem to deepen
the complexity of their relationship. The moment is interrupted by the arrival of
Ragnar and his family, who jovially disrupt Branthor’s thoughts with their teasing
remarks about his situation with Teal. Ragnar, always playful, pushes Branthor to
admit the status of his relationship with Teal, but Branthor insists that no commitment
has been made. Still, the teasing and playful banter from Ragnar stir up emotions in

Branthor, leaving him conflicted and uncertain about how to move forward.

Ragnar, ever the one to blur the lines with humor, presents Branthor with books on
human anatomy and intimacy, a gesture that causes Branthor to feel annoyance
mixed with discomfort. While he tries to brush it off, the conversation forces him to
think more deeply about the relationship he’s developing with Teal. Meanwhile, Teal is
happily chatting with Nova, a conversation filled with laughter and excitement as she
explores the possibility of trying on clothes from Nova’s wardrobe. Despite his initial
reluctance, Branthor, feeling a sense of affection for Teal’s joy, gives his reluctant
permission for her to accompany Nova, marking a subtle shift in how he views their
relationship. This act of allowing her the freedom to explore and enjoy herself
highlights Branthor’s deeper emotional involvement, one he is only beginning to

understand.

As Teal prepares to leave with Nova, Branthor’s feelings grow more complicated. He
watches her with an intensity he hasn’t felt before, feeling torn between his desire for

space and his undeniable attachment to her. This internal conflict signals a turning



point for Branthor, as he begins to acknowledge the significant impact Teal has had on
his life. While the morning started with a sense of detachment and uncertainty,
Branthor finds himself realizing that Teal may stay longer than he initially expected,
forcing him to confront the reality of his feelings. The chapter ends with Branthor
reflecting on the potential changes that Teal’s presence will bring into his life,
signaling a shift in his outlook and the future he envisioned for himself. His thoughts
reveal his growing emotional investment in her, and the possibility of a future together

becomes more tangible with each passing moment.



Chapter 10: Teal

Chapter 10 unfolds with Teal in a situation that causes her inner conflict as she visits
Nova’s home, initially planning only to borrow clothes. However, it becomes clear that
Nova's house is not just a pit stop, but also a gathering spot for her friends, Holly and
Maren, who seem eager to hear about Teal's experiences with Branthor. The warm
atmosphere in the kitchen, full of friendly banter, contrasts with Teal's growing unease
as the girls press her for details about the previous night with Branthor. Teal
reluctantly shares that, despite the closeness they had shared, Branthor refused to
sleep next to her and made it clear that if it weren’t for Nova's intervention, he would
have sent her away to the Temple. The revelation of his reluctance to commit in such a
definitive way stirs a mix of confusion and frustration within Teal, especially when she

sees Branthor’s internal struggle in the background of their relationship.

Maren, ever the optimist, brushes off Teal’s concerns, reassuring her that Branthor
wouldn’t actually go through with sending her away. Holly and Maren assert that,
despite Branthor’s resistance, it is clear to them that he is infatuated with Teal. Their
words, though comforting, do little to erase Teal’s skepticism about Branthor’s
intentions. In their attempt to lighten the mood, Holly and Maren share some light-
hearted and playful advice, suggesting that unconventional moves, such as climbing
on Branthor or surprising him with unexpected gestures, might ignite the spark of
passion between them. Teal, somewhat amused by their suggestions, finds herself
imagining the playful and bold actions they describe, wondering if these actions could
somehow bridge the distance she feels between her and Branthor. The humorous
exchange opens Teal’s mind to new possibilities, and despite her reservations, she

becomes curious about how such spontaneous actions might affect their dynamic.

The mood shifts slightly when Nova leads Teal to her impressive walk-in closet, inviting

her to explore new wardrobe options. Teal, who is initially hesitant, unsure of how she



will look or how revealing the clothes might be, is slowly coaxed into trying them on.
Nova encourages her with such enthusiasm that Teal gives in and tries on a short floral
dress, a choice that feels bold compared to what she’s worn before. As she stands in
front of the mirror, she’s surprised by how different she feels in the dress, and the
reactions from Holly and Maren are immediate and encouraging. They urge her to
wear the dress, believing that it will catch Branthor’s attention in the best way, and
Teal, feeling supported by her friends’ enthusiasm, starts to entertain the idea. The
camaraderie between the girls strengthens, and Teal begins to feel more confident and
empowered, not just by their playful banter, but by the realization that she doesn’t

have to face this journey alone.

When Branthor arrives and sees Teal in the dress, his reaction is swift and telling. He is
momentarily speechless, his eyes revealing a sense of surprise and admiration for her
appearance. The shift in his demeanor doesn’t go unnoticed by Teal, and she feels a
mix of triumph and vulnerability as she watches him process the sight of her in the
dress. This moment, though seemingly small, feels like a turning point, as it signifies a
shift in their connection. For Teal, it becomes clear that her appearance and the way
she presents herself do influence Branthor, at least momentarily, and she wonders if
this could be the beginning of her ability to change his feelings toward her. The tension
between desire and doubt fills the air as they exchange glances, and Teal is left with
the uncertainty of whether this small victory is enough to truly bring Branthor closer to

her.

As the evening unfolds, Teal’s internal struggle grows stronger. While she longs for
Branthor’s affection and recognition, she cannot ignore the complexity of their
relationship and the layers of doubt that still linger in her heart. The playful exchange
with Nova and her friends, along with the excitement of the dress, offers a brief respite
from the uncertainty she feels about her future with Branthor. However, as she heads
outside with him, her mind races, filled with questions about their connection and
whether she truly has the power to shape the future of their relationship. Teal’s
curiosity about Branthor’s feelings for her grows, but she is still unsure of what lies

ahead, wondering if the connection they share is enough to overcome the obstacles



that stand in their way. This chapter highlights Teal’s vulnerability, her desires, and
her internal conflict about her place in Branthor’s life, setting the stage for further

emotional growth and discovery.



Chapter 11: Branthor

Chapter 11 portrays Branthor’'s emotional journey as he wrestles with his complicated
feelings toward Teal and the idea of having her stay longer in Mossdale. Initially, he
firmly decides not to sign the marriage contract, valuing his independence and
freedom above all else. However, despite witnessing Teal’s happiness and the joy she
brings to those around her, Branthor finds himself feeling an unexpected sense of
dread at the prospect of her prolonged stay. As they walk through the village together,
Branthor can’t help but be captivated by Teal’s beauty, noticing how effortlessly she
charms the townspeople with her warmth and innocence. Her presence seems to
radiate through the streets, and although Branthor tries to ignore it, he finds himself

overwhelmed by the growing affection he feels for her.

Their walk takes an unexpected turn when they are invited by Sava and Varna, two
female grendels, to join them for tea. These women, who recently moved to Mossdale
in search of connection, bring an element of intrigue but also discomfort for Branthor.
As the conversation takes a personal turn, Branthor is faced with probing questions
about his relationship with Teal. He is caught off guard when the women suggest that
Teal may have endured similar struggles to a previous visitor, Holly, which makes Teal
visibly uncomfortable and embarrassed. This awkwardness deepens Branthor’s
unease, and he feels compelled to leave the tea gathering as quickly as possible.
Realizing that he needs to shift Teal’s focus, he suggests they visit the orchards,
hoping it will allow them to escape the heavy atmosphere of the conversation and give

Teal some relief.

When they reach the orchards, Teal’'s enthusiasm is evident, and it brings a temporary
sense of ease to Branthor’s otherwise conflicted mind. He realizes that letting her stay
in Mossdale has complicated things more than he anticipated, yet he can’t help but

feel a sense of peace when she’s near him. As they walk through the rows of apple



trees, Teal, exhausted by the day’s activities, leans against Branthor, resting her head
on his arm before eventually falling asleep. In this quiet moment, something shifts in
Branthor. The physical closeness, so unexpected and yet so natural, stirs emotions in
him that he hasn’t fully understood until now. It’s a strange intimacy—one that both
comforts him and causes him to confront feelings he had tried to ignore. Teal’s
presence brings an unspoken connection that deepens Branthor’s internal conflict,
pulling him closer to her while simultaneously making him question what it means for

his life.

As Branthor watches Teal sleep peacefully, he comes to a realization about his
emotions. Her gentle, relaxed state contrasts with his own internal turmoil, and he
begins to understand just how deeply he has become attached to her. The calmness in
the moment gives him space to reflect on the profound shift in his feelings toward her,
which have blossomed in a way he never anticipated. Branthor reflects on how his
initial resistance to getting involved has evolved into something more powerful,
something he cannot deny. The connection he feels for Teal grows stronger, and with
that growth comes the acceptance of the role she now plays in his life. He can no
longer deny the fact that Teal has become an integral part of his world. Branthor’s
contemplation reveals the depth of his feelings, and as he watches over her, he
acknowledges that the peace she has brought him is something he is finally ready to

embrace.

This chapter serves as a turning point in Branthor’'s emotional development, as he
transitions from avoidance to acceptance. The relationship that he had once resisted is
now undeniable, and Teal’s presence has shifted something within him. His journey
through doubt and fear ultimately leads him to an unexpected but profound
understanding of his love for her. Teal’s ability to offer him peace, despite his prior
hesitations, is the key to his transformation. Through this chapter, readers witness the
unfolding of a relationship built on emotional growth, internal conflict, and the

deepening of a bond that both Branthor and Teal are beginning to fully realize.



Chapter 12: Teal

Chapter 12 begins with Teal sharing an evening in the kitchen with Branthor, where
they face the humorous challenge of using his oversized cooking equipment. As they
prepare the meal together, their playful banter reveals an undercurrent of tension
related to their unconventional arrangement. Teal, noticing that Branthor doesn’t have
the specialized utensils that his sisters-in-law use, gently inquires about it, and they
both laugh, acknowledging in a light-hearted exchange that he never expected to have
a human bride. Despite the levity, the comment hints at deeper feelings about their

unique situation, with Teal realizing the subtle complexities of their bond.

Throughout the evening, Teal reflects on her own habits, particularly the social taboo
of licking spoons while cooking, which she questions after seeing Branthor casually
indulge in the act. Their teasing escalates as Branthor’s playful behavior becomes
increasingly charming, and Teal feels herself drawn to him, especially when he licks
the spoon clean, igniting unexpected desires in her. The kitchen, once filled with
laughter, shifts to an intimate space where attraction begins to build between them,
leaving Teal more aware of her feelings for Branthor. The connection they share seems
to grow with every playful interaction, yet she senses that Branthor remains hesitant

about their relationship, unsure of fully embracing their chemistry.

The evening takes on a more romantic tone when they share a meal of spaghetti and
meatballs on the back porch, surrounded by soft garden lights. As they enjoy the meal,
Teal becomes more attuned to Branthor’s reluctance to acknowledge their potential
relationship, despite their evident chemistry. She can’t help but notice the irony of
their situation—while their DNA suggests compatibility, Branthor still seems unsure
about taking the next step. This moment of intimacy contrasts with the emotional
distance Branthor maintains, leaving Teal to wonder about his true feelings and why

he resists the connection that seems so natural between them.



As the night unfolds, Teal grows increasingly tired but feels a sense of reluctance
about retreating to her own bedroom, where the reality of the next day’s expectations
at the Temple weighs heavily on her mind. Instead of going to bed, she takes a bold
step by sneaking into Branthor’s bedroom, slipping into his sheets without clothes, in
an attempt to shift the mood and create a more intimate atmosphere. The decision
feels daring, but Teal is driven by her desire to get closer to him, to test the
boundaries of their relationship, and to confront the tension that hangs between them.
When Branthor finds her in his bed, a mix of embarrassment and attraction fills the air,

as they both try to navigate this unexpected turn in their relationship.

Their flirtatious exchange continues as Teal teases him about the comfort of his bed,
and the playful banter takes a deeper turn when they discuss a mysterious oil Branthor
mentions. Branthor explains that this oil is designed to help couples with significant
size differences, subtly acknowledging the physical challenges their relationship might
face. This conversation, while lighthearted at first, reveals more about their
vulnerability and the obstacles they might encounter. Teal, intrigued by the oil’s
effects and the way Branthor speaks of it, expresses a desire to understand its
purpose and how it feels. Branthor, though conflicted, is undeniably drawn to her, and
the shared moment feels like a crossroads in their relationship, one where both are

forced to confront the complexities of their physical and emotional connection.

The chapter intertwines moments of humor, romance, and deepening tension,
reflecting the evolving dynamics between Teal and Branthor. The playful nature of
their interactions contrasts with the underlying emotional stakes, as both characters
struggle with the expectations placed upon them in their arranged marriage. Teal,
despite the challenges, grows more determined to act on her feelings, signaling that
the emotional stakes in their relationship are only becoming more significant. This
chapter sets the stage for future growth in their connection, highlighting the internal

conflicts and desires that will shape their journey together.



Chapter 13: Branthor

Chapter 13 explores the emotional and moral turmoil Branthor faces as he
contemplates Teal’s passionate desire for intimacy. Teal, with her captivating blue-
green eyes and her vulnerable, naked form, stands before Branthor, challenging him to
confront his deepest fears and desires. He is torn between his attraction to her and his
internal resistance to the idea of physical intimacy, especially given the complex and
uncertain nature of their relationship. Despite his inner conflict, Branthor maintains his
resolve, initially telling Teal that they cannot move forward, primarily due to the
impending visit to the Temple. He is deeply aware of the stakes surrounding their
marriage and feels an overwhelming sense of responsibility that pushes him to keep
their bond at a distance. However, Teal counters his objections with an emotional plea,
explaining that she has been waiting for this moment for five years—ever since she
sent her blood to the Temple to initiate their union. Her words cause Branthor to

pause, forcing him to reassess the depth of her commitment to him.

Teal’s openness about choosing this path at such a young age leaves Branthor
stunned and full of questions. The idea that an eighteen-year-old would consciously
choose an arranged marriage with someone like him—whom she knew would be seen
as a monster—forces Branthor to question her motivations. He struggles with the
implications of her decision, feeling both honored by her dedication yet confused by
the complexity of her feelings toward him. Despite this, Teal insists that their bond is
unique and that she has always known that he was the one she was meant to be with.
Her strong conviction and unwavering confidence in their connection challenge
Branthor’s doubts. He acknowledges the role his brothers played in orchestrating their
match, yet he cannot completely accept that this is the life that is meant for him.
Branthor finds himself at a crossroads, uncertain about whether he should fully

embrace the life Teal is offering or continue rejecting it in favor of the future he had



once imagined for himself.

As Teal presses forward, expressing her desire to spend the night with him, Branthor is
torn between his sense of duty and his undeniable attraction to her. He attempts to
reason with her, warning that losing her virginity would have serious consequences,
particularly regarding the Temple’s DNA matching system, which could potentially
block any future relationships for her. Teal, however, is resolute, dismissing his
concerns and declaring that her only match is Branthor, and she has no interest in
anyone else. Her words hit Branthor like a wave, leaving him both humbled and
stunned by her certainty. He can feel the warmth of her presence and the undeniable
chemistry between them, yet he remains trapped by his fear of making the wrong
decision. Unable to meet her gaze for fear of giving in, he struggles internally, unsure

of how to proceed without jeopardizing both their futures.

Teal’s persistent entreaties push Branthor to confront his emotions head-on, forcing
him to evaluate what intimacy and commitment truly mean to him. She longs for a
shared experience with him, even if it is temporary, and her request strikes at the
heart of his hesitation. Teal’s vulnerability and sincerity challenge his self-imposed
boundaries, making it increasingly difficult for him to stay detached from the
emotional and physical connection between them. Finally, with a mix of reluctance and
yearning, Branthor decides to take the bold step of pouring oil into his palm, signaling
that he is willing to take a leap of faith in their shared destiny. This act marks the
pivotal moment where duty and desire collide, and the air between them becomes
charged with anticipation. The tension is palpable as they stand on the threshold of
crossing the line from emotional connection to physical intimacy, with both characters
uncertain of what the future holds. This chapter portrays the complexity of their
relationship, illustrating how Branthor’s internal conflict slowly dissolves, giving way to
a deeper, more profound bond that challenges both their lives in unexpected ways.
The emotional stakes are high, as both characters must navigate their insecurities and
desires to move forward in their relationship, setting the stage for the profound

changes that lie ahead.



Arranged Monster Mates

Arranged Monster Mates takes us on a reflective journey with the protagonist, who
considers how much his life has changed since he married Teal. Six months after their
wedding, he experiences a profound sense of fulfilment and happiness that was
previously foreign to him. Before meeting Teal, he often looked at his brothers with
their families, admiring the connections they shared but doubting his own capacity to
commit to such a life. However, since meeting Teal, he has learned the true meaning
of devotion, love, and familial happiness. With the news of Teal’s pregnancy, these
feelings have only deepened, especially as he watches her go through the beautiful
and challenging changes that come with carrying their first child. As her body changes,
he finds himself in awe of her, feeling an overwhelming sense of joy and pride that he

never thought possible.

The couple’s life together unfolds in the intimacy of their home, where Teal has taken
up knitting a baby jumper, a hobby she learned from their friend Holly. While she is
determined to create something meaningful for their unborn child, the act of knitting
brings its own set of challenges, particularly due to the complications she is facing
during her pregnancy. The early months have been difficult for Teal, marked by
constant morning sickness and a limited ability to eat the foods she once enjoyed.
Despite her reluctance, the husband is deeply committed to caring for her, tirelessly
cooking various dishes in hopes that one will appeal to her changing appetite. His
devotion to her well-being is evident in every gesture, as he works tirelessly to make
her feel loved and cared for. His attentiveness demonstrates not only his care for her
but also his understanding of how important this time is for both of them as they await

the arrival of their baby.

Although knitting doesn’t seem to bring Teal the relaxation she hoped for, her husband

decides to suggest other activities that might help her unwind, such as painting or



journaling. They have always shared a strong bond, and one of the ways they continue
to nurture this connection is through their daily walks to the Thundering Caves, a
special place that holds sentimental value for them. These walks symbolize more than
just physical activity—they are moments of quiet intimacy, where they can reflect on
their relationship and enjoy each other’'s company away from the demands of daily
life. For the protagonist, the act of walking with Teal represents a deeper desire to stay
emotionally connected with her, as he recognizes that she has become an
irreplaceable part of his life. Their shared moments of peace and reflection have
become an essential part of their routine, giving both of them the opportunity to pause
and savor the beauty of their relationship, especially during this transformative time in

their lives.

Teal’s frustration with her knitting skills adds a touch of humor to the scene, as she
complains about her progress. Her husband, holding back a laugh, reassures her that
he will take care of the baby, acknowledging her hard work and dedication despite her
challenges. Their playful exchanges, filled with lightheartedness and affection,
showcase the intimacy that exists between them, despite the physical toll the
pregnancy has taken on Teal. She feels exhausted and at times overwhelmed, but she
appreciates the unwavering support and love from her husband. Coming from a
background where responsibility and hardship were constant, Teal is deeply grateful
for the shift in her life. For the first time, she feels supported, cared for, and
valued—not just as a partner, but as an expectant mother who is cherished by her
husband. This stark contrast to her past, where she often had to shoulder burdens

alone, brings a sense of peace and security that she never thought possible.

As the evening draws near, the couple sits together on the porch under the stars,
reflecting on how far they’ve come and how much their lives have changed. The
protagonist, filled with a sense of responsibility, contemplates the struggles Teal has
faced in her past and vows to continue offering her the love and support she deserves.
He takes her hand in his, and with a gentle kiss, he affirms his commitment to her and
to the life they are building together. This moment of quiet reflection solidifies their

bond and reinforces the sense of purpose he feels as both a devoted husband and



soon-to-be father. The chapter concludes on a hopeful note, filled with anticipation for
the future. Their love has deepened in ways they never expected, and with their child
on the way, the couple eagerly looks forward to the future with open hearts and a
deep sense of gratitude. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of hope, love, and a
growing excitement about what lies ahead for the young family, as they embark on a

new chapter together.



Chapter 15: Branthor

Chapter 15 of Branthor centers around the protagonist's internal struggle as he comes
to terms with his feelings for Teal. As Branthor watches Teal sleep beside him, he is
filled with a mix of awe and confusion, reflecting on how much his life has changed
since she entered it. Initially, he had resisted the idea of her being his bride, unwilling
to accept the depth of their connection. However, over time, Branthor has come to
realize that Teal is not only an irreplaceable part of his life but that their bond is
something destined to happen. Despite his earlier plans to return her to the Temple,
he now faces the painful realization that he cannot let her go, as the thought of being
without her fills him with a sense of loss. This moment of clarity, though bittersweet,
makes him feel connected to Teal in a way he hadn’t expected, and he now sees their

relationship as something guided by fate, not choice.

As dawn breaks, Branthor quietly gets up, determined not to disturb Teal as she rests.
In the silence of the morning, he begins to prepare breakfast, reflecting on the
marriage contract his brother, Kairos, had left for them. He contemplates signing the
contract in Teal's presence, a move he sees as a personal commitment to their
relationship, something more intimate than a legal formality. When Teal eventually
wakes, her unsteady movements bring a brief moment of levity as they joke about the
oil they had used the night before. Despite the playful moment, Branthor's mind
remains fixed on the gravity of the situation, and he finally presents the contract to
her. This gesture is not just about paperwork; it's about marking the beginning of a

new chapter for them both, solidifying the bond they've formed over time.

Teal’s reaction to the marriage contract is one of pure joy, her excitement evident as
she embraces the prospect of a future with Branthor. However, as Branthor begins to
express his intent to sign, he inadvertently lets his fears and insecurities take over. He

asks Teal if she had used physical intimacy to manipulate him into this decision,



doubting her motives and putting their relationship at risk. Teal, visibly hurt and
shocked by his question, defends herself vehemently, asserting that her feelings for
him were real and born out of love, not manipulation. The emotional distance between
them grows as Branthor’s doubts spiral, pushing Teal away emotionally and causing an
unnecessary rift in their connection. What was supposed to be a moment of joy and

commitment now feels tainted by his accusations, and Teal’s trust in him wavers.

In a surge of emotion, Teal storms out of the house, leaving Branthor to confront the
mess he has created. He watches her leave, overwhelmed with regret and confusion,
realizing that his lack of trust in her has driven a wedge between them. In the silence
that follows her departure, Branthor reflects on his actions, knowing that he must take
responsibility for his own insecurities and repair the damage he’s caused. His heart
aches as he contemplates the possibility of losing Teal forever, knowing that his love
for her is real, but his fears have clouded his judgment. He resolves to give her the
space she needs but also vows to confront his insecurities when the time comes,

hoping that he can find a way to show her how much he truly cares.

As Branthor contemplates the situation, he is left reflecting on the complexities of love,
trust, and personal growth within relationships. The conflict between Branthor and Teal
brings to the forefront the importance of communication and emotional honesty.
Branthor’'s emotional journey, from fear to regret, emphasizes how trust and
vulnerability are crucial for a relationship to thrive. This chapter highlights not just the
surface-level issues in their relationship but also the deeper emotional struggles that
both characters must work through in order to heal and move forward together. Their
confrontation, while painful, provides an opportunity for growth and change, laying the
foundation for a stronger, more resilient relationship moving forward. Through this
struggle, both Branthor and Teal are forced to face their own fears and insecurities,
ultimately learning how to trust and love more deeply than before. This chapter, while
filled with tension, sets the stage for emotional healing and a more profound

connection between them.



Chapter 16: Teal

Chapter 16 focuses on Teal's emotional struggle as she navigates the bustling town of
Mossdale, feeling overwhelmed by the attention and affection from its residents.
Despite the warmth and friendliness of the townsfolk, Teal longs for solitude to process
her complicated feelings toward Branthor, who has refused to sign their marriage
contract. The contrast between the cheerful faces around her and the confusion in her
heart heightens her sense of rejection and uncertainty. She wrestles with the
accusations Branthor made, feeling conflicted about his claims that her actions were
manipulative, all while grappling with the desire to be with him. This tension leads Teal
to question her place in Mossdale, torn between her longing for Branthor and the

sense of independence she yearns to reclaim.

In an attempt to find peace, Teal steps away from the crowd, seeking refuge by
slipping behind the houses and heading toward the mountains. The crisp air and
serene surroundings provide her with a brief respite from the emotional chaos, offering
a stark contrast to the polluted and crowded environment of Fortitude. She stumbles
upon a large rock, a perfect spot to sit and reflect on her feelings. The beauty and
tranquility of the natural world calm her, but her thoughts are never far from Branthor.
As she continues to explore, she finds the entrance to a cave—likely the Thundering
Caves Branthor had mentioned. Teal, drawn by curiosity and the desire to connect with
something meaningful to Branthor, steps inside, hoping that it might offer her clarity or

at least a sense of peace.

Inside the cave, Teal is struck by the quiet solitude, which contrasts sharply with the
noise of her emotions. As she sits in the stillness, she reflects deeply on her
relationship with Branthor, trying to understand the complexities of their connection.
Although the chill of the cave is discomforting, it feels like a place where she can

gather her thoughts. She wishes she could uncover some secret, some hidden truth



within the cave that would convince Branthor of the sincerity of her feelings. However,
her guilt over the accusations of manipulation lingers, clouding her thoughts and
making it difficult to find any peace. After what feels like an eternity of self-reflection,
Teal begins to feel a renewed sense of clarity and energy, but her brief moment of

calm is shattered when she hears footsteps approaching.

Before she can react or flee, Teal is suddenly grabbed from behind. Her brothers, with
forceful hands, cover her mouth and abduct her, claiming that they are rescuing her
from the "giants"—a reference to their overbearing protection. Their insistence on
saving her, despite her resistance, only amplifies her feelings of betrayal. Despite their
claims of love, Teal feels trapped, and the forcefulness of their actions reinforces her
belief that they are only trying to control her. The chapter ends with Teal in despair,
unsure of what to make of Branthor’s absence and fearing that the connection they
once shared has been irreparably broken. Her heart is heavy with the uncertainty of
her future, both in her relationship with Branthor and in her ongoing struggle for

autonomy.

This chapter touches on complex themes of love, independence, and the weight of
emotional manipulation. Teal's internal conflict, stemming from her desire for Branthor
and the painful realization of her perceived manipulative actions, makes her journey
one of deep self-reflection. The introduction of her brothers' overbearing intervention
further complicates her struggle, as it highlights the conflict between familial duty and
personal freedom. As Teal grapples with these emotional burdens, readers are drawn
into her inner turmoil, hoping she will find a way to reconcile her feelings for Branthor

with the demands of her family.



Chapter 17: Branthor

Chapter 17 of Branthor begins with the protagonist in a state of growing distress as
Teal goes missing. After searching unsuccessfully at the homes of their friends Nova,
Holly, and Maren, Branthor’s panic escalates. His mind races back to their earlier
argument, where he realizes that his selfishness pushed Teal away, a mistake that now
leaves him feeling guilty and powerless. The last clue about her whereabouts points to
the mountains outside Mossdale, a dangerous area that Teal, in her agitated state,
might have chosen for some solitude. As Branthor sets off in search of her, his

thoughts are clouded with fear for Teal’s safety, knowing that time is running out.

As he travels deeper into the wilderness, Branthor begins to notice subtle signs
indicating Teal’s path—broken twigs and shoe imprints on the ground. These clues
guide him further, but his anxiety grows when he discovers evidence of a
struggle—flattened grass and larger footprints, signs that something violent might
have occurred. The small imprint of Teal’s shoe is unmistakable, suggesting that she
may have encountered two human males. Realizing that she might have been taken,
Branthor’s dread amplifies, and he quickens his pace, fearing the worst for Teal and

desperate to catch up with whoever has taken her before it’s too late.

His search reaches a critical point when Branthor hears voices and spots the two
men—uniformed Peacemakers—who are abusing Teal. The sight fuels his anger and
protective instincts, and despite being shot at by the men, Branthor remains
undeterred. As he confronts them, they claim to be Teal’s brothers, but Branthor’s
rage only intensifies. Teal, trembling but resolute, calls out the truth—they’ve always
been abusive, and their claim of family is nothing more than a facade. This revelation
ignites a deeper fury in Branthor, but it’'s Teal’s declaration that he is her true family
that empowers him to stand his ground. With Teal’s support, Branthor finds the

strength to confront the brothers and warn them to stay away from her and their



community.

After the confrontation, the brothers leave, humiliated and retreating into the
wilderness. Despite Branthor’s injuries from the altercation, the moment they share
afterward is tender and filled with the quiet comfort of knowing they are stronger
together. The physical struggle they endured marks a turning point in their
relationship, solidifying the deep emotional bond that has formed between them. As
they make their way back to safety, they both understand that the challenges they’ve
faced have only strengthened their connection. For Teal, being back in Branthor’s
presence provides a sense of security, and together, they reflect on how far they have

come and the deep love they share.

This chapter underscores the themes of loyalty, love, and the power of chosen family.
Teal’s decision to claim Branthor as her true family despite the abuses she suffered at
the hands of her biological relatives demonstrates the transformative power of trust
and devotion. Branthor’'s unwavering commitment to Teal, despite his own pain and
fear, reveals his deep love for her and his willingness to protect her at all costs. Their
bond has become a source of strength, and through their shared struggles, they have
formed a family built on mutual respect, trust, and love. This chapter illustrates the
complexity of relationships forged through adversity, showing how trauma and
hardship can either destroy or deepen the connections we share with those we care

about most.

As Branthor and Teal continue their journey together, the emotional weight of their
experiences binds them closer. The shared trial of overcoming danger and the
revelation of Teal’s past has led to a deeper understanding of one another. The
challenges of the chapter emphasize the importance of standing by each other in
times of crisis, and how those moments can shape the future of their relationship.
Through these struggles, Teal and Branthor find solace in each other’s presence,
realizing that their bond is one that can withstand the trials of the world around them.
The love they share, solidified in the face of danger, marks a new chapter in their lives,

one that promises both hope and strength as they move forward together.



Chapter 18: Teal

Chapter 18 begins with Branthor struggling to stay conscious as he deals with the
aftermath of being shot multiple times by Teal's brothers. Despite his serious injuries,
he tries to reassure Teal that he can manage as they slowly make their way through
the wilderness. Branthor, with his heavy frame, carries on, but Teal can’t ignore his
bloodied state. As they move towards Mossdale, she is in disbelief at his resilience,
torn between concern for him and guilt over the situation. Teal, feeling the weight of
their predicament, tries to shift the blame from Branthor, defending her decision to

leave her family behind in search of peace.

Their conversation grows deeper as Branthor questions why Teal never spoke about
the cruelty of her brothers. She hesitates but eventually opens up, revealing the
oppressive control of the Peacemakers, the authority her family holds. Teal explains
the importance of marriage in their culture, where a bride’s family relinquishes any
claim on her once she is married, which has significant implications for their current
situation. Branthor apologizes for the mistakes he’s made, and in a moment of levity,
Teal teases him by calling him her "idiot." Despite Branthor’s guilt over their
circumstances, Teal reassures him, reflecting on how far they’ve come and the

strength of their bond, which continues to evolve through these trials.

As they reach a critical point in their journey, Branthor insists that Teal fetch help while
he rests. Acknowledging his vulnerability, he tells her that he is too weak to continue
and asks her to find someone who can assist them. Before she leaves, he solemnly
declares that she is his mate and vows to sign the marriage contract as soon as they
reach Mossdale. Their parting moment is bittersweet, marked by Branthor’'s discomfort
from his wounds but tempered by the tenderness of their connection. Teal, with a
heavy heart, rushes toward the village, reflecting on her troubled past and the pain

inflicted by her brothers but focusing on her mission to get help for Branthor.



When Teal arrives at Orion’s house, she is relieved to find a place where she can seek
help for Branthor’s critical condition. Her emotional strain is eased slightly by Maren’s
comforting embrace, and she wastes no time in explaining the dire situation to Orion
and his brothers. Without hesitation, Orion and his brothers spring into action, fully
committed to helping. Teal finally feels supported, realizing the exhaustion in her own
body, but also feeling the reassurance of knowing she’s not alone anymore. As they
race back to Branthor, Teal feels a new sense of belonging with her new allies, marking
the beginning of a sisterhood forged in the midst of hardship. The chapter beautifully
highlights themes of loyalty, the importance of chosen family, and the emotional

struggles of overcoming the scars left by the past.

This chapter underscores the development of Teal and Branthor’s relationship,
evolving from a situation filled with tension and guilt to one marked by mutual support
and deepening connection. It explores the complex themes of family, both biological
and chosen, as Teal begins to understand the strength she can draw from those who
are there for her in her time of need. Teal’s shift from being alone and isolated to
feeling supported by Orion and his brothers symbolizes a turning point in her journey,
as she begins to carve out a new path with people who care for her. The narrative not
only focuses on physical healing but also on the emotional and relational healing that
happens when we allow others to help and stand by us. This chapter reflects how the

pain of the past can shape us but also how love and support can offer new beginnings.



Chapter 19: Branthor

Chapter 19: Branthor presents a tense and emotional turn in the story, as Branthor
finds himself gravely injured from gunshot wounds. His brothers, Teal, Maren, and
Nova, quickly take action and rush him back to their home, where they make him
comfortable on the couch with pillows and blankets. Despite their efforts to ease his
discomfort, they realize the severity of his wounds and call upon Sava and Varna, two
elderly grendel females known for their knowledge of plant medicine. However,
despite their expertise, they lack the tools to safely remove the bullets from Branthor’s
body, so Nova heads out to bring Gwen, a human doctor who is married to a grendel,

to help with the procedure.

Gwen arrives with a first aid kit and immediately sets to work with Nova, expertly
extracting the bullets from Branthor’s body while administering painkillers. Initially,
Branthor hesitates to take the medicine, but the intense pain soon convinces him to
accept the injection, which provides much-needed relief. The process stretches into
the night, leaving Branthor exhausted and nauseous. Even though he insists that Teal
take care of herself, she refuses to leave his side, demonstrating her unwavering

devotion and care for him during this difficult time.

Over the next two days, Branthor slowly begins to recover, though he feels a deep
sense of embarrassment at his own vulnerability. Despite his wishes to be left alone,
Teal moves into his room, where they spend time together without the distractions of
physical intimacy. This period allows them to connect on a deeper emotional level, and
Branthor grows to appreciate this quiet time with Teal, which strengthens their bond.
By the third day, he feels strong enough to cook breakfast for both of them and even
goes outside to watch the sunrise, much to Teal’s worry, but also showing how much

his recovery has progressed.



The tension doesn’t subside for long, as later in the day, Branthor’s brother, Kairos,
arrives, visibly agitated and preoccupied with something important. He informs
Branthor that a delegate from the Temple is scheduled to arrive for a marital check-up
on Teal, a requirement set by the Temple to officially recognize their union.
Surprisingly, Branthor finds himself pleased by this development and decides to
embrace it enthusiastically. Teal, too, is excited by the news, and begins preparing for
the meeting with the delegate, considering which dress would be most fitting for the

occasion and reflecting the significance of the day.

When the delegate finally arrives, Teal is stunning in her chosen white dress, radiating
the warmth and love that has grown between her and Branthor. Over a light lunch, the
Temple delegate takes the opportunity to inquire about Teal’'s adaptation to her new
life and how Branthor has treated her. Throughout the conversation, filled with
laughter and easy banter, Branthor presents the delayed marriage contract, explaining
that he wishes to formally sign it in the presence of the delegate. This moment, filled
with light-hearted exchanges, solidifies their commitment to each other, as Branthor
puts pen to paper. As he signs the contract, Teal’s joy is palpable, reflecting the deep
happiness they have found together, confirming their union and the future they will

build as a couple.

This chapter underscores the development of Branthor and Teal’s relationship,
illustrating how even through hardship and uncertainty, their bond grows stronger. The
emotional growth between them, paired with the external challenges they face, paints
a vivid picture of their commitment to one another. From Branthor’s physical recovery
to the excitement of the Temple’s involvement, this chapter captures the complexity
of their journey together. It also highlights how relationships evolve, not just through
joy and celebration, but through the trials that test the strength of love and
commitment. Through these interactions, readers can see the transformation of their
connection, moving from physical pain and hardship to emotional fulfillment and

mutual respect.



Epilogue: Branthor

Epilogue: Branthor provides a poignant look at the protagonist's life six months after
the main events, highlighting his transformation since marrying Teal, who is now
pregnant with their first child. He reflects on the aimlessness he once felt, observing
his brothers with their families and realizing he had misunderstood the true meaning
of love and commitment. Before Teal came into his life, he felt disconnected, unsure of
his place in the world. However, since she arrived, everything has changed. Teal’s
presence has filled him with joy and a sense of fulfillment, leading him to a deep
commitment to her and their growing family. The love he now feels for her has opened
his eyes to the beauty of devotion, and he is determined to serve her in every way

possible.

Teal, despite the challenges of pregnancy, finds comfort in knitting a baby jumper, a
craft that was suggested by her friend Holly. Though the activity brings some
frustration due to the complications she faces, it provides a small sense of relief
amidst the trials of her pregnancy. The protagonist, ever attentive, spends his time in
the kitchen, preparing multiple dishes in the hopes that something will appeal to Teal,
who struggles with nausea and selective eating. His determination to make her feel
comfortable reflects the depth of his love and devotion. It's clear that his actions,
driven by a mixture of care and humor, allow them to navigate the difficulties of
pregnancy with tenderness and understanding. Their relationship is one built on

shared moments of joy, even in the midst of physical discomfort.

Their bond grows stronger as they share simple, quiet moments together, reflecting
the emotional connection they have developed over time. The protagonist insists on
spending time with Teal not out of obligation, but because of his deep emotional
longing to be near her. This yearning for her company speaks to the strength of their

relationship, as they navigate the ups and downs of Teal's pregnancy. The narrative



captures their playful exchanges and light-hearted moments, despite the challenges
that pregnancy brings. These moments serve as reminders of the intimacy they share,
as they find ways to make each other laugh and comfort one another amidst the

inevitable discomforts.

As the evening progresses, they sit on their porch, surrounded by the tranquility of the
night. The protagonist reflects on Teal’s past, feeling guilty about the hardships she
endured before their union. He recognizes how much her life has changed since they
became a couple,/and-he feels an immense sense of gratitude for being able to
provide her with a different reality. The burdens she once carried alone are now being
shared between them, and he is committed to making sure that she never has to
experience those hardships again. His love for her grows deeper with each passing
day, and he can’t help but feel honored to offer her the life she deserves, one filled

with care, warmth, and unwavering support.

The chapter culminates in a profound moment of clarity, as the protagonist reflects on
the purpose he has found in his relationship with Teal. He realizes that his mission in
life is simple: to be the best husband and father he can be. This sense of purpose has
brought him a fulfillment he never imagined, one that transcends the challenges they
have faced. Together, they have built a life filled with love, understanding, and mutual
respect. The difficulties of pregnancy have only strengthened their bond, bringing
them closer as a family. The chapter closes on a note of hope and commitment, as the
protagonist looks forward to the future with Teal and their soon-to-be-born child. The
love they share, forged in the trials of life, frames their future with optimism, and the
joy they find in each other is the foundation of the family they are building together.
Their journey is one of overcoming challenges and embracing the beauty of their

shared life, with a future filled with promise and love.



