11. Passion and Courage

The chapter opens with Venli, a Regal singer in envoyform, commanding servants to
prepare for the arrival of Leshwi, a high-ranking Fused. Venli’s role requires her to
maintain authority, though she avoids harsh punishments common among other
Regals. The scene highlights the hierarchical structure of singer society, where forms
of power like envoyform grant elevated status but come with the influence of
Voidspren. Venli's internal conflict is hinted at, as she secretly harbors a Radiant

spren, Timbre, which shields her from the Voidspren’s control.

The narrative delves into the complex social stratification of the singers, from common
forms like workform to the powerful Regals and the ancient Fused. Venli reflects on the
mysterious higher beings like thunderclasts and the Unmade, whose nature remains
unclear. The precarious tower room in Kholinar, built under the Fused’s direction,
symbolizes the unstable and often illogical authority they wield. Venli's envoyform,
while not suited for combat, grants her linguistic abilities and an imposing presence,

which she uses to navigate the dangerous political landscape.

Leshwi’s arrival underscores her elite status among the Fused, as servants rush to
attend to her needs. Her sanity and battle prowess set her apart from other Fused,
who often succumb to madness over centuries. The detailed description of her attire
and the servants’ subservience emphasizes the rigid power dynamics. Venli’s calm
demeanor hides her fear of discovery, as she stands ready to serve while concealing

her true allegiance to Timbre and the Radiant cause.

The chapter concludes with Leshwi’s indifferent attitude toward mortal customs, as
she undergoes grooming rituals that defy traditional singer norms. Venli’s ability to
perceive Shadesmar grants her hidden insights into the true nature of those around
her, a dangerous secret she must guard closely. The tension between her outward

compliance and inner rebellion sets the stage for future conflicts, as she navigates the



treacherous world of the Fused and their dominion over singer society.



