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The chapter opens with the introduction of Dr. Monica Powers, a confident and
accomplished gender confirmation surgeon, who takes the witness stand in a
courtroom. Her striking presence and expertise immediately command attention,
challenging preconceived notions about transgender individuals. Dr. Powers explains
her work, including her pro bono efforts to reverse genital mutilation, and reveals her
identity as a trans woman. The jury’s reactions range from curiosity to surprise,
highlighting the societal biases she aims to dismantle through her testimony.

Dr. Powers provides a detailed explanation of what it means to be transgender,
distinguishing between sex (biological attributes) and gender (psychological identity).
She describes how transgender individuals often feel a disconnect between their
assigned gender at birth and their true selves, using the analogy of handedness to
illustrate the innate nature of gender identity. Her testimony emphasizes that being
transgender is not a choice but an inherent aspect of a person’s identity, and she
introduces terms like "nonbinary" and "genderqueer" to describe the spectrum of
gender experiences.

The discussion shifts to the challenges faced by transgender individuals, including
stigma, discrimination, and violence. Dr. Powers cites alarming statistics about the
murders of trans people, underscoring the dangers they encounter simply for living
authentically. Her testimony subtly aligns with the prosecution’s argument, as she
highlights the societal pressures and threats that could contribute to a volatile
situation. The protagonist, Olivia, reflects on the exhaustion Elizabeth, a trans
character, must feel from constantly defending her existence.

The chapter concludes with Jordan McAfee’s strategic questioning, which aims to
educate the jury while advancing his case. Despite objections from the prosecution,
the judge allows the testimony, recognizing its broader relevance. Dr. Powers’



explanations challenge the jury’s assumptions, forcing them to reconsider their views
on gender and identity. The scene sets the stage for deeper exploration of the themes
of prejudice, identity, and the intersection of personal and legal battles in the
narrative.


