
Lily 8

The chapter opens with Lily, a transgender student, observing the dynamics in the
girls' locker room at Adams High. She contrasts the modest, self-conscious behavior of
most girls with the confident display of Mackenzie LaVerdiere and her friends, who
admire Mackenzie's new tattoo. Lily reflects on her unique perspective as a trans
person, noting the envy and insecurity she observes in others, both in the locker room
and her past experiences in men's spaces. The scene highlights themes of body
image, gender identity, and the social hierarchies among teenagers.

Later, Lily walks through town, contemplating her gratitude for her trans identity,
despite past struggles with self-acceptance. She recalls moments of despair, mirroring
the self-loathing she overheard from a classmate in the locker room. Sitting by the
river, she reads William Blake's "The Sick Rose," which moves her to tears. The poem's
themes of hidden corruption and destructive love resonate deeply with her, especially
after a classroom discussion where her teacher, Chopper, challenges students to
explore their emotional responses to the text.

The chapter also delves into Lily's school environment, where Chopper's
unconventional teaching methods foster introspection. A student's crude interpretation
of the poem leads to his dismissal, while another student's poignant observation about
love causing harm sparks a reflective silence. Chopper's wisdom about the cyclical
nature of heartbreak and healing leaves a lasting impression on Lily, underscoring the
chapter's exploration of vulnerability and resilience.

Finally, the chapter touches on the Rainbow Alliance, an LGBTQ student group at
Adams High, during a Morning Meeting presentation. Finn and Caeden, the group's
leaders, introduce their initiatives for the year, emphasizing inclusivity. This segment
reinforces the chapter's focus on identity and community, as Lily navigates her place
in a world that is both affirming and challenging for trans individuals. The chapter ends



on a note of connection, hinting at the ongoing journey of self-discovery and
belonging.


