Chapter 16: The Visit

Chapter 16: The Visit opens with Chona, comatose in a private hospital room, receiving
special treatment arranged by a wealthy theater owner from Philadelphia. This
arrangement creates a sense of discomfort among the hospital staff, who are
unaccustomed to dealing with such high-profile patients. The presence of a diverse
group of visitors, particularly wealthy Jews and several Black individuals, raises
suspicion among the nurses, who aren’t used to this mix on their floor. For four days,
Chona remains unresponsive, while her loyal nursemaid, Addie, continues to care for
her, feeling a flicker of life within her. Addie senses that Chona isn’t entirely gone,
despite the apparent comatose state. She confides in Moshe when he arrives,
accompanied by Nate, both appearing physically drained from their performance in a
Yiddish theater troupe’s rendition of "Hamlet." Their arrival adds to the tension of the
situation, as it's clear that Chona’s condition is critical, but the atmosphere remains

filled with underlying layers of concern and uncertainty.

As Moshe settles in quietly by Chona's bedside, Addie remains observant of her
friend's murmurs, which seem to be faint prayers or hymns tied to her Jewish faith.
These sounds bring a brief sense of connection, as though Chona is still present in
some form, despite being unconscious. Outside the room, Addie and Nate find a
moment to discuss their frustrations with the situation. They talk about the troubling
circumstances surrounding Doc Roberts, the hospital’s doctor, who is under
investigation for alleged misconduct. Despite these concerns, Doc Roberts has the full
backing of the hospital’s white staff, which only adds to the tension and mistrust
between the various community groups. Nate discourages Addie from speaking out
about what she witnessed, referring to it as "white folks’ business." This reinforces the
racial and class divide present in their interactions, revealing the complexities of

navigating a healthcare system that is often indifferent to the struggles of



marginalized communities.

The discussion then shifts to Dodo, Nate’s son, who has been placed in a distant
facility far from his family. Addie, ever the advocate for action, presses Nate to
consider reaching out for help, suggesting they involve Moshe or Reverend Spriggs.
Nate, however, is skeptical, questioning whether these individuals could provide any
real assistance given the systemic challenges they face. Despite his doubts, Addie
continues to provide emational support, gently urging him to take the step to visit
Dodo and bring him the supplies he needs. Their conversation unfolds against the
backdrop of racial injustice, the heavy burden of personal pain, and the ongoing
uncertainty of their lives. Nate’s frustration with the system is palpable, but Addie’s
steady support gives him a sense of solidarity in facing these seemingly
insurmountable challenges. Although Nate is hesitant, he begins to consider the visit

more seriously, signaling a small but significant shift in his resolve.

Throughout the chapter, the personal struggles of the characters are juxtaposed with
the broader themes of community, faith, and resistance against systemic oppression.
Addie’s unwavering belief in taking action, even when the situation feels hopeless,
provides a counterbalance to Nate’s sense of defeat and anger. The dynamic between
the two characters highlights the emotional complexities of their relationship, as they
navigate not only their personal burdens but also the larger social and racial issues
that shape their world. The story also delves into the significance of family, as Nate’s
devotion to his son, Dodo, pushes him to confront the injustices around them, even
when the odds seem stacked against him. The intersection of faith and racial dynamics
is evident, as the characters struggle to find their place in a society that seems to offer
them little in the way of justice. In this way, the chapter builds a poignant narrative
about resilience, the fight for dignity, and the bonds that hold communities together

even in the face of adversity.

As the chapter progresses, the weight of the characters’ personal decisions becomes
increasingly apparent, especially as they consider the repercussions of their actions in

the context of their larger community. The pressing need for change is felt throughout



their interactions, whether in the form of protecting their loved ones from harm,
seeking justice for their own, or simply maintaining the human connection that binds
them. The chapter highlights the emotional and physical toll that these battles take,
not only on the individuals involved but also on their relationships. As Addie and Nate
continue to navigate the complexities of their lives, they are reminded of the
importance of standing together, even when the future seems uncertain. Through
these personal struggles, the story ultimately explores the themes of hope,
community, and the power of human connection in the face of systemic challenges
and adversity. The chapter leaves readers with a sense of the weight that the
characters carry, but also a glimmer of hope that, through action and solidarity,

change can be achieved, even in the most difficult of circumstances.



