Chapter 2: A Bad Sign

Chapter 2: A Bad Sign opens with a flashback to forty-seven years before the discovery
of a skeleton on Chicken Hill. Moshe Ludlow, a Jewish theater manager in Pottstown,
Pennsylvania, recalls a memorable winter Monday in February. He reflects on his time
managing the All-American Dance Hall and Theater, particularly the excitement
surrounding a concert by the famous klezmer musician Mickey Katz. Despite the harsh
winter conditions, Moshe managed to bring together an eager crowd, creating a sense
of joy and anticipation for the performance. The event stands out in his memory as a
symbol of his dedication and passion for entertaining his diverse community, though it

was not without its challenges.

The chapter explores Moshe's efforts to entertain a mixed audience, primarily made up
of Jewish communities from various backgrounds. However, the preparations for Katz’'s
performance were marred by a series of miscommunications. Issues with poorly
translated flyers and a lack of clear communication with the congregations caused
confusion surrounding ticket sales, ultimately leading to financial strain. Despite the
logistical mishaps, Moshe’s commitment to the event remained unwavering.
Unfortunately, his financial struggles deepened, leaving him in a precarious position as
he attempted to keep the theater afloat. These hardships seemed to add to the
pressure Moshe already felt, but his determination kept him moving forward, hoping to

salvage the event and the theater.

In the midst of these difficulties, Moshe finds comfort and inspiration in his growing
relationship with Chona, the daughter of a local rabbi who faces her own challenges.
Chona, who has physical disabilities, becomes a source of strength for Moshe, and
their shared studies of Hebrew texts deepen their connection. The intellectual and
emotional bond between them flourishes, leading Moshe to propose marriage. This

union marks a significant turning point in Moshe’s life, as it not only provides him with



a personal connection but also renews his hope for the future. Chona's presence in his
life symbolizes stability and offers Moshe a new sense of purpose. Through their
marriage, Moshe feels reinvigorated, motivated by love and the promise of new

beginnings.

After their wedding, Moshe’s fortunes take a positive turn. With Chona’s support and
guidance, he works on improving the marketing and logistics for his theater,
particularly for the upcoming Katz concert. This time, his efforts prove successful, and
the event far exceeds expectations. The concert becomes a joyous celebration of
Jewish culture, filled with music, laughter, and community spirit. The theater is packed
to capacity, a stark contrast to the previous difficulties he had faced. The event not
only helps to restore Moshe’s reputation in the community but also brings in much-
needed revenue, effectively rescuing him from his financial troubles. This success
represents a fresh start for Moshe, symbolizing his ability to overcome adversity and

rebuild his place in the community.

As the concert winds down and the night winds to a close, Moshe is left reflecting on
the impact of the event and the path ahead. It is during this moment of reflection that
he encounters a mysterious Hasidic dancer who had attended the performance. The
dancer quickly leaves without revealing his name, adding to the intrigue surrounding
the evening. The encounter is unsettling, leaving Moshe with a lingering sense of
mystery. Just as the evening’s celebrations begin to settle, a sudden explosion erupts
from Chicken Hill, sending shockwaves through the neighborhood. This unexpected
event casts a dark shadow over the night, marking what Moshe perceives as a “bad
sign.” The chapter concludes with Moshe contemplating the significance of this
ominous event, unsure of its meaning but sensing that it may forewarn of trouble to

come.

This chapter weaves together several key themes, including resilience, community
celebration, and the unpredictable nature of fate. Moshe’s journey from financial
despair to success mirrors the broader challenges of life, where unexpected twists and

turns can change the course of one’s path. Through his struggles and eventual



triumphs, Moshe demonstrates the importance of perseverance, love, and the support
of those who matter most. However, the mysterious explosion serves as a reminder of
the uncertainties in life, suggesting that even the most joyous moments can be
shadowed by unforeseen challenges. The chapter sets the stage for future conflicts
and highlights the interplay between personal achievement and external forces that

shape our destinies.



