Chapter 19: The Lowgods

Chapter 19: The Lowgods begins on a rainy evening in Hemlock Row, a dilapidated
area west of Pottstown, Pennsylvania. Fatty, the main character, is anxious as he
drives an old Packard with his companion, Paper, who is determined to visit the
Lowgods, a secluded and self-sufficient Black community. Known for their unique
Gullah dialect and insular way of life, the Lowgods have long been viewed with
suspicion by the more upwardly mobile Black residents of Chicken Hill. Fatty’s
discomfort with the visit stems from the Lowgods' secretive nature and violent history,
which has made them a mysterious and somewhat feared group in the town. As Fatty
navigates through the dark streets of Hemlock Row, the rain adds to the ominous

feeling that pervades the night, enhancing his unease about the journey ahead.

The dynamic between Fatty and Paper becomes clearer as the two discuss the mission
at hand. Fatty is visibly nervous and apprehensive about entering Lowgod territory,
voicing his concerns about the risks involved, while Paper is resolute and confident.
She reassures him that they must proceed, as her mission is critical to securing Dodo’s
release from a state psychiatric hospital. Dodo’s plight is deeply tied to the recent
death of their mutual acquaintance, Chona, whose passing has stirred significant
unrest within their circle of friends. Although Fatty’s reluctance is clear, his feelings for
Paper add another layer of complexity to his emotions. His internal struggle reflects his
insecurity and sense of inadequacy, as he is uncertain whether he can support her

fully in this endeavor or if his own fears will prevent him from doing what is necessary.

Once they arrive at the nearby clapboard house, Paper enters and finds herself in the
presence of Miggy Fludd, a commanding and charismatic figure within the Lowgod
community. Miggy, now regarded as an oracle due to her work as a fortuneteller, leads
a gathering that reflects the spiritual strength and autonomy of the Lowgods. Despite

being marginalized by conventional society, Miggy has managed to blend her cultural



practices with the gritty realities of street life, offering wisdom and guidance to her
community. Her influence as an oracle gives the Lowgods a sense of purpose and
direction, affirming their detachment from the broader societal systems that often
oppress them. Through Miggy’s role and her connection with the community, the
Lowgods are portrayed not just as survivors but as a resilient and self-reliant group

that has carved out a space for themselves in a world that seeks to silence them.

Outside the house, Fatty waits, consumed by his thoughts and anxieties. He worries
about his unrequited love for Paper and his sense of not belonging to the more
prosperous members of their circle. His internal conflict underscores his feelings of
alienation, as he fears losing Paper to someone who is more established or capable. As
he sits in the Packard, the weight of his life choices presses down on him, and his
thoughts drift to his personal inadequacies. He is caught between his loyalty to Paper
and his own self-doubt, unsure of whether he can ever rise to meet the challenges she

faces with such determination.

When Paper returns, she holds a card marked with the words “Son of Man,” a cryptic
hint that suggests assistance from the Lowgods in securing Dodo’s release. The card’s
significance adds to the sense of mystery surrounding the Lowgods and their

influence, intertwining their fates with that of Dodo’s freedom. Fatty’s role in the
mission becomes more uncertain, as the presence of the Lowgods in their lives signals
that they will be drawn deeper into a world where personal and communal goals are
intricately linked. This development shifts the direction of the narrative, suggesting
that the Lowgods will play a pivotal role in the unfolding events. The chapter touches
on themes of cultural identity, resilience, and the complexities of relationships,
providing insight into how personal aspirations can intersect with the broader struggles

of a community.

The chapter also emphasizes the blending of personal desires and communal ties,
showing how Fatty and Paper’s mission is shaped by their interactions with the
Lowgods. The Lowgods, with their rich cultural heritage and unyielding autonomy, offer

both a source of wisdom and a challenge to the characters as they navigate the



difficulties of their lives. Fatty’s feelings for Paper, his doubts about his place in the
world, and his growing involvement with the Lowgods set the stage for a deeper
exploration of identity, loyalty, and the struggle for freedom. As the characters move
forward, the complexities of their individual journeys will intertwine with the larger
narrative of survival and justice within a marginalized community. The chapter sets a
compelling foundation for the upcoming revelations, where the intersections of
personal and cultural identity will continue to shape the choices and fates of the

characters involved.



