
Chapter 29: Waiting for the Future

Chapter 29: Waiting for the Future captures a pivotal moment in Pottstown, where the
delayed parade sets the stage for an increasingly tense atmosphere, filled with
frustration, conflict, and a sense of anticipation for what’s to come. Parade director Hal
Leopold is visibly furious as the breakdown of the Empire Fire Company’s ladder truck
disrupts the event, blocking the parade route. His anger escalates when he notices
that the Revolutionary-era costumes, vital to the authenticity of the parade, are in
disarray. Hal directs his ire at his marshals, Gus Plitzka and Doc Roberts, accusing
them of failing to follow proper protocols by wearing incorrect uniforms, signaling a
deeper issue around the community’s pride, heritage, and identity, especially as it
relates to the Continental Army’s historical significance.

The discussion that follows between Gus and Doc brings to light more than just the
logistical errors surrounding the parade. Gus mentions the long-standing responsibility
of the town’s Jewish community to maintain the uniforms, a responsibility they are now
absent from, further highlighting the growing rift between the town’s ethnic and racial
groups. The absence of the Jewish contributors speaks volumes, suggesting that their
estrangement from the community may go beyond mere logistical matters. Gus's
meeting with Henry Lit, a debt collector tied to local crime boss Nig Rosen, introduces
an unsettling layer of fear and intimidation. Henry’s presence marks a pivotal moment
in the chapter, as it becomes clear that Gus is entangled in something much more
dangerous than just a parade disruption. This encounter is laced with tension, hinting
at an upcoming clash and setting the stage for further violence that looms over the
town.

Meanwhile, Doc, caught in his internal conflict about his role in the parade, wrestles
with a seemingly trivial decision: whether to wear a blue Continental Army uniform or
a red British coat. This seemingly minor choice about attire reveals his detachment



from the deeply rooted cultural and historical conflicts surrounding the parade and the
community itself. Doc’s decision to wear the red British coat, rather than the more
politically charged blue Continental uniform, becomes a metaphor for his personal
rejection of identity and allegiance. This act of defiance reflects broader themes of
belonging, resistance, and identity, highlighting the town’s internal struggles over who
they are and who they’re supposed to be. The coat serves as a symbol of rebellion, as
Doc chooses to reject the uniformity expected of him and instead opts for a color that
represents something fundamentally different.

As the parade winds down, the chapter’s tone shifts from frustration to unease. The
grand finale, which would normally culminate in fireworks, instead feels like an
ominous prelude to something darker. The characters, especially Gus, Doc, and Hal,
have all been caught in a web of tension that transcends the parade itself. The
community, though physically united by the event, is deeply divided, with personal
histories, racial tensions, and social conflicts all coming to the forefront. The fireworks,
which traditionally symbolize celebration and unity, now feel hollow, serving as a stark
contrast to the fear and uncertainty that lingers in the air. Their fleeting moments of
joy are overshadowed by the unresolved issues they face, signaling that the true
reckoning is yet to come.

The complexities of identity, belonging, and division among Pottstown’s residents are
laid bare in this chapter, offering a sobering reflection on the state of the community.
Each individual character, from the parade director to the debt collectors, grapples
with their own personal struggles, which are intricately tied to the larger societal
issues surrounding them. Though the parade ends, the undercurrent of conflict that
has built up throughout the day will not dissipate so easily. This chapter serves as a
critical turning point, illustrating the deep fractures within the town that are bound to
come to a head as the story unfolds. The emotional turmoil of the characters—caught
between personal desires and external expectations—sets the stage for the inevitable
chaos that will soon follow.


