
Chapter Fifty

In this intense confrontation, Tris faces David, who is armed and demands to know
how she survived the death serum without inoculation. Tris, disoriented but defiant,
insists she had no protection, baffling David who claims exclusive access to the
antidote. The tension escalates as David reveals he anticipated her actions, having
noticed her alliance with genetically "damaged" individuals. He threatens to kill her,
believing she aims to steal virus devices, unaware of her true mission to deploy the
memory serum. Tris, though unarmed, remains resolute, secretly scanning the room
for the device while stalling for time.

The exchange grows personal as Tris accuses David of orchestrating her parents'
deaths through the attack simulation. David vehemently denies responsibility, blaming
Tris's mother for her own demise by choosing to save others instead of seeking safety.
Tris detects a deeper layer to his anger, probing whether David loved her mother. His
admission reveals a lifetime of unrequited feelings, explaining his earlier favoritism
toward Tris. This emotional revelation underscores the twisted motivations behind his
actions, contrasting sharply with Tris's selfless ideals.

As footsteps approach, signaling the arrival of soldiers, Tris seizes the moment to
articulate her philosophy of sacrifice. She condemns David's willingness to sacrifice
others for his vision of the greater good, emphasizing that true sacrifice stems from
love and necessity, not manipulation or prejudice. Her words highlight the moral
chasm between them, framing her mission as a stand against tyranny. With calculated
precision, she reveals her true intent: not to steal, but to activate the memory serum
device, ensuring David's plans are thwarted.

In a final, desperate act, Tris lunges for the device despite David firing multiple shots.
Wounded and in agony, she inputs the code and presses the green button,
successfully triggering the serum’s release as she collapses. The chapter ends with her



physical suffering juxtaposed against her triumph, leaving readers to ponder the cost
of her defiance and the impending consequences for the compound. Tris's bravery and
strategic thinking shine through, cementing her role as a catalyst for change in the
face of oppression.


