Chapter 32: Rosenfeld ...

In Chapter 32 of Mother Night, the protagonist reflects on a crucial meeting with
Colonel Frank Wirtanen. His lawyer, Mr. Alvin Dobrowitz, believes that finding a witness
who can confirm the meeting between Wirtanen and the protagonist could potentially
alter the course of the trial in his favor. Their initial interactions occurred across three
significant moments, with the first one taking place on a park bench before the war.
Though those who passed by would have considered the meeting ordinary, its true
weight becomes clear as the protagonist looks back. The second significant meeting
took place in Wiesbaden, Germany, after the war had ended. In a former officer’'s mess
hall, decorated with murals celebrating war victories, the space feels more like a
memorial than a place of honor, as the glories of the past now clash with the
devastation of the present. These locations, though seemingly mundane, highlight the

complex emotions the protagonist experiences as he faces the aftermath of war.

After being transferred from a prisoner-of-war camp, the protagonist enters a dining
hall alone, where he unexpectedly encounters Wirtanen in an American soldier's
uniform. Their greeting remains formal, but the conversation takes a personal turn as
they discuss the protagonist’s survival during the war. It is during this exchange that
Wirtanen inadvertently informs the protagonist of his wife Helga’s likely death. This
piece of news, subtly conveyed through a broadcast, strikes the protagonist with a
devastating clarity, forcing him to confront the painful reality of being separated from
his wife. The anguish of this realization becomes overwhelming as the protagonist
comes to terms with his fractured life, one now marked by loss and a shattered sense
of self. The moment reveals the stark emotional toll that the war and the
consequences of their actions have exacted on him, unraveling the last remnants of

his identity and his connection to the past.



As the conversation continues, Wirtanen discusses the harsh truths of espionage and
betrayal, explaining that the protagonist was the only agent from his team to emerge
from the war unscathed. This admission, though seemingly a compliment, also serves
as a grim reminder of the cost of survival. Wirtanen recalls the seven women who
aided the protagonist during the war, all of whom sacrificed their lives for the mission.
This revelation compels the protagonist to confront the realities of the choices he
made, and the toll they took on others. The emotional weight of this conversation is
intensified when Wirtanen relays the news of the protagonist’s parents' deaths. The
loss, while not unexpected, adds yet another layer of grief to the protagonist’s already
heavy burden. Wirtanen, seeing the protagonist’s distress, suggests that he could
disappear and assume a new identity, offering a potential escape from the web of
deceit and suffering. However, the protagonist, filled with a sense of hopelessness,
finds himself unable to embrace this opportunity for renewal. His reluctance speaks to
the profound emotional conflict within him, as he is torn between the possibility of

starting fresh and the undeniable weight of his past.

As the meeting concludes, a surprising revelation emerges—Franklin Delano
Rosenfeld, a man from the protagonist’s past, had been an avid listener of his
broadcasts. This revelation adds an ironic twist to the story, as Rosenfeld’s admiration
for the protagonist’s work clashes with the complex, morally ambiguous circumstances
surrounding their shared history. The irony highlights the contradictions within their
world, where personal and political identities intertwine, creating a web of deception,
survival, and manipulation. The protagonist’s realization that he is connected to these
figures through a shared past forces him to confront his identity. His role in the larger
political machinery and the manipulations he has been part of gradually unravel, and
the protagonist is faced with the challenging reality that he may never fully escape his
past. The chapter delves into the complexities of morality, identity, and survival in a
world shaped by betrayal and deception, leaving the protagonist at a crossroads where

each path seems fraught with consequences.



