Cassidy

Cassidy’s life, as she reflects in this chapter, unfolds with the steady movement of her
nomadic existence. Alongside her mother, Marigold, they make their home in a vibrant
yellow RV, fondly named Sadie Mae. Their journey is one without roots, a constant
shifting landscape that stretches across the vast California countryside. Marigold, ever
the optimist, sees their lifestyle as a pursuit of enlightenment, calling themselves
modern pioneers who are forging a new path outside the constraints of conventional
living. It's a way of life that's free from the boundaries of society’s expectations, a
free-spirited existence that feels liberating yet also isolating for Cassidy, as she is left

to navigate the complexities of her own desires and the world around her.

Despite the romantic view of their travels, Cassidy’s experience is a mixture of wonder
and isolation. She recalls moments of pure joy, such as shopping at thrift stores or
dressing up in various costumes, where they weave a world full of color and creativity.
It is in these moments that Cassidy feels the bond between her and her mother, a
bond that is both playful and somewhat strained. Cassidy's curiosity often leads her to
ask about The Town, a place that promises to offer a semblance of normalcy—school,
friends, and the kind of routine that other children seem to take for granted. But as
they journey on, the search for this place seems increasingly elusive, and Cassidy is
left feeling unmoored, uncertain of what to anchor herself to in the absence of what

she envisions as a “normal” life.

As the narrative unfolds, Cassidy’s struggle with her identity becomes more
pronounced. The contrast between her own desires for stability and her mother’s
constant rejection of tradition weighs heavily on her. Marigold's eccentricity, though
endearing at times, often leaves Cassidy to wonder where she fits into the picture. She
feels like a shadow of her mother’s wild spirit, existing in her orbit rather than fully

participating in the world around her. Cassidy’s yearning for connection is palpable as



she longs for something stable—something that would help her define who she is,
rather than living in a state of flux. In the absence of conventional friendships and
routines, Cassidy’s sense of self becomes clouded and uncertain. The void she feels
only grows as she watches Marigold embrace freedom while Cassidy is left yearning

for a sense of home and groundedness in a world that remains transient.

The emotional climax of the chapter occurs when Marigold, in a moment of erratic
decision-making, releases Cassidy’s treasured collection of insects. This act, while
seemingly harmless-to-Marigold, ignites a firestorm of emotions in Cassidy, revealing
the depth of her need for connection and security. The loss of her beloved creatures,
especially her favorite, Awesome Creature, becomes a symbol of the deeper loss she
feels in her relationship with her mother. In this vulnerable moment, Cassidy’s grief is
compounded by her inability to communicate her hurt and frustration to Marigold. The
bugs were not just a hobby for Cassidy, but a way of anchoring herself to something
real in an otherwise uncertain world. They were the few things in her life that she could
control, a form of comfort amidst the chaos that defines her existence. Their
disappearance underscores a sense of helplessness that Cassidy often feels in her

relationship with Marigold, as if her needs and desires are routinely dismissed.

As the chapter concludes, Cassidy’s sorrow takes on a poignant form, hinting at the
loneliness that is woven into her existence. The bugs were more than just creatures for
her to collect; they were a means of holding on to something real, something constant
in a world that seems to shift beneath her. The emotional complexity of their
relationship deepens as Cassidy’s internal battle between love and betrayal intensifies.
Her desire for her mother’s affection and stability is constantly thwarted by Marigold's
neglect, leaving Cassidy to wonder if she will ever find the connection she craves. The
story hints at a deeper fracture within their bond, one that may take more than just
time and effort to heal. As the chapter ends, Cassidy’s reflection on her mother’s
actions speaks volumes about her growing understanding of the world and her place

within it, setting the stage for further emotional exploration in the chapters to come.



