
Chapter 27: The Finger

Chapter 27: The Finger begins with Dodo awakening in his crib, his tired eyes focusing
on his friend, Monkey Pants, who seems to be trying to communicate with him. Dodo's
recent experiences weigh heavily on him, having just emerged from a hospital cast
and struggling to adjust to the overwhelming and isolating environment of the ward.
The ward is filled with patients of varying abilities, and Dodo feels increasingly isolated
as he watches the stronger and more capable patients dominate those who are less
so. The chaos of the ward, the constant noise, and the feeling of helplessness leave
him trapped in a place he doesn’t want to be. His distress grows as he realizes that his
surroundings only exacerbate his emotional turmoil, leaving him feeling deeply
alienated and distanced from the world outside. The overwhelming nature of the ward
creates a sense of confinement, a constant reminder that he is caught in a place that
feels foreign and isolating.

Dodo's inner struggles are intensified by overwhelming feelings of guilt that he cannot
escape. He understands that he is in this dire situation because of his wrongdoings in
the past, actions that included stealing and violence. As he reflects on the people he
has hurt, including Miss Chona, he is flooded with regret, realizing the severe impact
his aggressive behavior has had on others. His guilt is compounded by the realization
that his choices have led to a series of events that have brought him here. He is
acutely aware that his actions are the reason for the pain he now faces. Despite the
weight of his guilt, he finds brief solace in his friendship with Monkey Pants, who offers
him a sense of connection amidst the chaos. They engage in a playful challenge,
attempting to hold their fingers together through the bars of their cribs. This small
moment of lightness provides Dodo with a much-needed distraction, allowing him to
forget, if only for a moment, the gravity of his situation and the emotional weight of his
past mistakes.



However, their moment of playfulness is abruptly interrupted by the arrival of the
menacing figure known as Son of Man. The atmosphere shifts dramatically as Son of
Man isolates Dodo from Monkey Pants, and the sense of camaraderie is replaced by
fear and tension. Dodo feels a surge of anxiety as Son of Man’s threatening presence
creates an immediate sense of danger. The situation quickly escalates when Son of
Man aggressively moves toward Dodo, his actions making it clear that violence is
imminent. The already tense atmosphere is made worse when Monkey Pants suddenly
has a seizure, an alarming event that only heightens the chaos. Dodo watches in
horror, struggling to process what is happening as his emotions are pulled between
guilt, fear, and confusion. The violence surrounding him is something he cannot fully
understand, and the experience serves to amplify his feelings of helplessness and
vulnerability. The stark contrast between the safety of his fleeting moment with
Monkey Pants and the harsh reality of his present circumstances leaves Dodo
emotionally shattered.

As the chapter nears its conclusion, a moment of comfort is found in the simple act of
Dodo holding Monkey Pants’s finger. This seemingly small gesture becomes a symbol
of solidarity, providing both Dodo and Monkey Pants with a sense of peace amidst the
trauma they are enduring. In the midst of the fear and uncertainty, holding hands
offers a reminder of the importance of human connection, especially during times of
immense distress. The bond they share is a source of strength, allowing them both to
momentarily escape from the overwhelming darkness that surrounds them. This
simple act of holding hands becomes a lifeline in a world filled with pain and suffering,
offering both of them a brief sense of stability. It serves as a powerful reminder of the
healing power of friendship, even in the darkest moments. Through their connection,
Dodo is given a brief respite from the anguish of his past and the terrifying reality of
his present. The act of holding hands provides an emotional anchor, helping Dodo to
navigate the complex emotions he faces as he grapples with his past actions and their
consequences.

In the end, the chapter explores the deep emotional complexities of Dodo’s journey,
emphasizing the importance of friendship and human connection in times of trauma.



As he faces the harsh realities of his past and present, Dodo learns that even in the
bleakest situations, a simple gesture of kindness can offer profound comfort and
healing. The themes of guilt, fear, and redemption run throughout the chapter,
underscoring the complexity of Dodo’s emotional state and his struggle to come to
terms with his past. The connection he shares with Monkey Pants, however small it
may seem, is an essential part of his journey toward understanding and self-
forgiveness. Through this relationship, Dodo begins to see that even in a world filled
with darkness, there is still a possibility for light in the form of human bonds and
emotional support.


