
Chapter 10: Ten

The chapter reflects on the narrator's memories of transitioning from Hailsham to the
Cottages, focusing on the symbolic importance of their unfinished essays. Initially
assigned as a long-term project, the essays seemed trivial until the move, when they
became a comforting link to their past. The narrator revisits these thoughts while
driving, musing on alternate approaches to the essay, though acknowledging it’s now
just nostalgic daydreaming. The essays once provided stability in their new
environment, but over time, their significance faded into mere reminiscence, akin to
recalling childhood achievements or missed opportunities.

The Cottages, a repurposed farm, housed eight former Hailsham students, who initially
viewed it as an extension of their old school. The dilapidated buildings and the grumpy
caretaker, Keffers, created a rustic, often uncomfortable living situation. Despite the
cold, leaky roofs, and muddy floors, the group adapted, finding excitement in their
newfound independence. Keffers’ disdainful attitude contrasted sharply with the
guardians’ care, reminding them they were now responsible for themselves—a
transition Hailsham had prepared them for, albeit with lingering nostalgia for their
former mentors.

The narrator’s close friends from Hailsham remained together at the Cottages, while
others dispersed to different locations. Though they fantasized about visiting their
peers, the group rarely ventured beyond the farm initially, daunted by the unfamiliar
freedom. The veterans’ casual trips seemed unimaginable to them at first, highlighting
their sheltered upbringing. The narrator reflects on how quickly they adapted,
eventually embracing solitude and even learning to drive—a far cry from their initial
bewilderment upon arrival.

The chapter closes with the group’s first day at the Cottages, standing together in
uncertainty as Keffers ignored them. The setting, though picturesque with overgrown



grass, felt eerily off, like a distorted version of Hailsham’s familiar landscape. Ruth,
usually confident, appeared uneasy, mirroring the group’s trepidation. This moment
captures the dissonance between their past and present, foreshadowing the
challenges and growth awaiting them in their new, unguided lives.


