
Chapter 11: Eleven

The chapter delves into the complex dynamics of Kathy and Ruth’s friendship during
their early months at the Cottages. Despite frequent quarrels, their bond was
sustained by intimate nighttime conversations in Kathy’s attic room, where they
confided in each other with a mutual understanding of confidentiality. This unspoken
agreement was shattered when Ruth referenced Kathy’s private confession about her
sexual experiences during an argument, leaving Kathy feeling betrayed. The incident
highlights the fragility of their trust and the tension between their daytime conflicts
and nighttime closeness.

Sex at the Cottages is portrayed as more mature and straightforward compared to
their time at Hailsham, devoid of gossip or secrecy. However, Kathy reflects on its
functional and often uncomfortable nature, describing encounters in freezing rooms
under piles of makeshift bedding. This contrasts with her initial plan to form a
meaningful relationship, as she instead found herself in unplanned one-night
encounters. Her confusion and emotional turmoil led her to confide in Ruth, seeking
reassurance about her feelings and desires.

Ruth’s response to Kathy’s confession was sympathetic but ultimately unhelpful,
leaving Kathy unsettled. The chapter underscores the disparity between Ruth’s
daytime persona—ambitious and eager to impress the veterans—and her nighttime
self, who remained Kathy’s trusted confidante. Kathy’s realization that these two
versions of Ruth might merge during their argument marks a turning point, as Ruth’s
casual reference to Kathy’s private struggles felt like a breach of their sacred trust.

In hindsight, Kathy considers Ruth’s perspective, acknowledging that her own criticism
of Ruth’s behavior might have provoked the betrayal. This reflection adds nuance to
their conflict, suggesting that Ruth may have felt equally wronged. The chapter
captures the fragility of their friendship, the challenges of navigating adulthood, and



the blurred lines between loyalty and self-preservation in their evolving relationship.


