
Chapter 17: Seventeen

The chapter reflects on a pivotal moment in the relationships between Kathy, Ruth,
and Tommy, revealing how a seemingly minor conflict in the churchyard marked the
beginning of their emotional distance. Kathy initially dismisses the incident as trivial
but later realizes it symbolized deeper tensions pulling them apart. The bonds formed
at Hailsham, once unbreakable, begin to fray as their priorities shift, particularly with
more students leaving to become carers. Kathy’s attempts to maintain their shared
academic pursuits feel increasingly futile, highlighting the erosion of their collective
identity.

The dynamics between the trio grow strained, especially between Ruth and Tommy,
who maintain a superficial closeness despite growing apart. Kathy observes their
fading connection but finds it difficult to address directly, as open communication has
become fraught. Tommy’s sensitivity about his artwork and Ruth’s dismissive attitude
create unresolved tension. Kathy regrets not resolving the conflict earlier, recognizing
that time and changing circumstances have made reconciliation more complicated,
particularly with Tommy’s new relationship with Lenny adding another layer of
distance.

A candid conversation between Kathy and Ruth in an abandoned bus shelter exposes
underlying tensions. Ruth admits to mishandling her relationship with Tommy,
acknowledging his hurt over her comments about his art. The discussion takes a
sharper turn when Ruth reveals her belief that Tommy would never see Kathy as a
romantic partner, citing his preference for inexperienced girls. This revelation stuns
Kathy, who masks her hurt with detachment. Ruth frames the disclosure as necessary
honesty, but it leaves Kathy reeling, unable to respond meaningfully.

The chapter underscores the inevitability of change and the fragility of relationships as
the characters navigate adulthood. Kathy’s introspection reveals her growing



awareness of how their shared past at Hailsham no longer shields them from conflict
or emotional drift. Ruth’s blunt honesty, though painful, forces Kathy to confront
realities she had avoided. The bus shelter conversation becomes a microcosm of their
unraveling connections, marked by missed opportunities, unspoken feelings, and the
lingering weight of unresolved history.


