Chapter 14: Fourteen

The chapter begins with Kathy and her friends leaving their accommodation in a
somber mood, their initial excitement faded. Tensions are palpable, particularly
between Ruth and Tommy, while Rodney and Chrissie seem suspicious that Kathy and
the others are hiding secrets about Hailsham. The group navigates narrow streets
before reaching the bustling High Street, where Rodney and Chrissie suggest buying
birthday cards in bulk at Woolworth’s. Ruth is visibly annoyed, but the group enters
the store, where Kathy finds comfort in the cheerful atmosphere. Meanwhile, Ruth and
Chrissie engage in a private conversation about a rumored Hailsham secret, which

Kathy inadvertently interrupts, worsening the group’s strained dynamics.

Inside Woolworth’s, the group disperses to explore different aisles, and Kathy
overhears Ruth and Chrissie discussing the rumored secret. Chrissie presses Ruth
about why she hasn’t pursued the mystery, to which Ruth responds that Hailsham
students have always known they could investigate if they wanted. When Kathy is
noticed, Ruth gives her a hostile look, deepening the tension. The group eventually
leaves the store, and Rodney leads them on a frustrating search for an office where he
claims to have seen Ruth’s “possible”—a woman who might be her genetic
predecessor. After several wrong turns, they finally spot the office, which resembles a

cozy, modern workplace.

Through the glass front, they observe a woman in her fifties who shares some physical
traits with Ruth, including her hairstyle and facial expressions. The group watches
intently until office workers notice them, causing them to flee in playful panic. Outside,
they excitedly discuss the resemblance, relieved that the woman aligns with Ruth’s
expectations. Ruth remains quiet but seems cautiously pleased, and the others
support her, hoping the discovery will lift her spirits. The chapter hints at a temporary

reprieve from the day’s tensions, as the group believes the encounter has validated



Ruth’s hopes.

However, Ruth suggests they wait and observe the woman again, revealing her
lingering uncertainty. Chrissie agrees a bit too eagerly, hinting at unresolved tensions
beneath the surface. The chapter ends on an ambiguous note, leaving open whether
this discovery will truly resolve Ruth’s inner conflict or if the group’s underlying issues
will resurface. The encounter with the “possible” serves as a pivotal moment, blending

hope with the ever-present shadows of their shared past and unspoken grievances.



