
PART ONE: Chapter 4

In Chapter 4 of PART ONE, Winston begins his workday with a sense of reluctant
routine, preparing to engage with his task at the Ministry of Truth. He handles small
cylinders of paper containing brief, coded messages that require correction or
adjustment. His workspace is equipped with pneumatic tubes for receiving and
sending documents, and memory holes for disposing of waste, symbolizing the
systematic erasure of unwanted information. These tools facilitate the continuous
alteration of records, underscoring the Party’s control over information and history.

Winston’s job involves rectifying errors or inconsistencies in official publications, such
as newspapers like "The Times." The messages he receives direct him to amend past
statements or forecasts to align with current political realities. For instance, he must
alter Big Brother’s speeches to reflect actual events, revise inaccurate economic
forecasts, and adjust ration promises to mask reductions. These corrections are
meticulously carried out and then sent back through the pneumatic system, while all
original materials are destroyed in the memory holes to ensure no contradictory
evidence remains.

The chapter reveals the extensive and systematic nature of historical revisionism
practiced by the Party. Every piece of literature, from newspapers to books and
propaganda materials, is subject to constant rewriting to maintain the Party’s
infallibility. This process ensures that all records support the official narrative, erasing
any evidence of past errors or changes in policy. The past, therefore, becomes a
malleable construct, continuously rewritten to serve the Party’s present needs, leaving
no trace of falsification.

Ultimately, the chapter highlights the oppressive mechanisms of control over truth and
memory within the totalitarian regime. Winston’s role, though seemingly bureaucratic,
is crucial in perpetuating the Party’s dominance by manipulating reality itself. The



euphemistic language used in instructions disguises the deliberate falsification,
reflecting the pervasive propaganda that sustains the Party’s power. This systematic
alteration of facts exemplifies the extent to which truth is subordinated to ideology in
the world Orwell depicts.


