
Chapter 7

The chapter begins with the unexpected arrival of the narrator's sister, Petra, whose
birth is shrouded in secrecy and societal conventions. The household pretends not to
notice the baby's cries until an inspector can certify her as a "true human baby" free of
deviations. The tension escalates as the inspector delays his visit, exacerbating the
family's anxiety, especially given past failures to secure certification. The narrator's
father grows increasingly angry but is constrained by societal norms, while the
household tiptoes around him, avoiding any mention of the baby.

The inspector's eventual arrival does little to ease the tension. He takes his time
examining Petra, prolonging the family's suspense. After a meticulous inspection, he
reluctantly issues the certification, though his hesitation suggests lingering doubts.
With the certificate finally in hand, the family can openly acknowledge Petra's
existence, and they gather for prayers of thanksgiving. The narrator, however, remains
skeptical about the inspector's certainty, noting Petra's wrinkled appearance.

A few days later, the narrator stumbles upon a troubling family secret. While hiding in
a room adjacent to their mother's, they witness their Aunt Harriet arriving with a
mysterious white bundle. The narrator reflects on Aunt Harriet's softer demeanor
compared to their mother, hinting at a more compassionate and approachable nature.
The chapter ends abruptly as Harriet enters the house, leaving the narrator—and the
reader—to wonder about the significance of the bundle and the unresolved tension.

The chapter masterfully explores themes of societal pressure, secrecy, and familial
tension. The rigid certification process for newborns underscores a dystopian reality
where conformity is enforced, and deviations are erased. The narrator's observations
reveal a family strained by unspoken rules and past traumas, while Aunt Harriet's
arrival introduces a potential catalyst for further conflict or revelation. The prose
maintains a tense, observational tone, drawing the reader into the narrator's



constrained world.


