Chapter 2

The chapter opens with the narrator's cautious journey home through the woods,
highlighting the potential dangers of wild animals in the area. Despite the risks, the
narrator encounters only small creatures and skillfully navigates the terrain to avoid
detection, eventually slipping into their house unnoticed. The description of the house
reveals its sprawling, haphazard construction, reflecting its gradual expansion over
time. Built with a mix of materials from the ruins of the "Old People," the house is a
blend of functionality and historical remnants, symbolizing the community's

connection to the past.

The narrative shifts to a portrait of the narrator's grandfather, Elias Strorm, a
domineering and morally rigid man who founded the family's legacy in Waknuk. Elias's
strict adherence to religious virtue and his harsh treatment of his young wife paint a
picture of a man driven by fear and righteousness. His wife, initially vibrant, is worn
down by his relentless preaching, dying prematurely. This section underscores the
oppressive atmosphere of the household, where rigid beliefs overshadow personal

relationships and individuality.

The focus then turns to the narrator's father, Joseph Strorm, who inherits Elias's
fervent religiosity but adopts a more legalistic approach. As a prominent figure in
Waknuk, Joseph upholds the family's reputation through landownership, preaching,
and magistracy. The community of Waknuk, named after an ancient settlement, is
depicted as orderly and devout, with the Strorm family at its center. The narrator's
parents embody the ideals of duty and purity, reinforcing the strict moral framework

governing their lives and the wider district.

The chapter concludes with a detailed description of the family's living space,
particularly the large kitchen-living room, which serves as the heart of the home. The

room's cleanliness and simplicity reflect the family's values, with wooden panels



displaying religious and moral maxims. These inscriptions, such as "KEEP PURE THE
STOCK OF THE LORD," emphasize the community's obsession with purity and
conformity. The chapter effectively sets the stage for the novel's exploration of dogma,

identity, and resistance in a rigidly controlled society.



