Chapter Seven

The chapter opens with Tris recovering from the effects of a peace serum, which had
left her in a euphoric but passive state for hours. Tobias, relieved that the serum has
worn off, checks on her and hides a hard drive behind her dresser, believing it will be
safe there since Peter had already searched that spot. Tris expresses frustration over
her inability to resist the serum, questioning why her divergent mind couldn’t fight it.
Tobias suggests that resisting a serum requires a conscious desire to do so, prompting
Tris to reflect on whether she truly wanted to resist or if she welcomed the temporary

escape from her pain and anger.

As the conversation continues, Tris and Tobias avoid addressing the deeper tensions
between them, choosing instead to cling to a fragile peace. Their banter reveals their
complicated relationship, with Tobias teasing Tris about her stubbornness and Tris
reacting with playful aggression. Despite their lighthearted exchange, the underlying
emotional wounds—such as Tris’s guilt over Will’'s death and her near betrayal of
Tobias—remain unspoken. The chapter highlights their mutual understanding and the

ways they cope with trauma, even as they skirt around the truth.

Later, Tris retreats to an apple tree in the orchard, seeking solitude and distraction
from her grief. While picking apples, she hears the distant sound of approaching
vehicles, which she quickly identifies as Erudite cars due to their distinctive solar
panels. Realizing the danger, she climbs higher to confirm her suspicions and, upon
spotting the cars, immediately sprints back to warn Tobias and the others. Her
physical exertion and urgency underscore the imminent threat posed by the Erudite

faction.

The chapter concludes with Tris breathlessly alerting Tobias and the group about the
approaching Erudite. The tension escalates as they debate whether there’s time to

flee, while the Abnegation refugees gather around, sensing the urgency. The scene



leaves the characters—and readers—on edge, anticipating the confrontation with the
Erudite and the potential consequences for Tris and her allies. The chapter effectively
blends emotional introspection with high-stakes action, setting the stage for the next

phase of the conflict.



