Chapter Nine

The chapter opens with Tris and the factionless gathering around a fire to share a
communal meal. The makeshift dining arrangement highlights the harsh realities of
factionless life, where resources are scarce and hygiene is compromised. As they eat,
Tris converses with Edward, a former Dauntless member, who probes her about her
family and faction transfer. Their exchange reveals underlying tensions, particularly
when Edward criticizes her decision to leave Abnegation. Therese, a former Erudite,
joins the conversation, sharing her own story of failing initiation and being forced to

leave. This dialogue underscores the rigid and unforgiving nature of faction society.

The discussion shifts to the origins of the factionless, with Therese explaining that
most are failed Dauntless initiates, followed by Erudite and Candor outcasts. Tris
learns about the "old-age thing" in Dauntless, where members are expelled once they
can no longer meet physical demands, often choosing death over factionlessness. This
revelation shocks Tris, as she recalls never seeing elderly Dauntless members. Tobias
adds a grim perspective, hinting at the brutal realities of faction life. Edward’s
bitterness over losing an eye during Dauntless initiation further exposes the faction's

violent underbelly, while Tris grapples with her own actions, such as shooting Peter.

Tobias inquires about the current state of the factions, and Edward reveals that
Dauntless is split between Erudite and Candor headquarters, with Abnegation
survivors joining the factionless. This news brings Tris some relief, knowing not all
Dauntless have betrayed their values. The chapter then transitions to a quieter
moment between Tris and Tobias as they prepare to sleep. Their intimate exchange,
filled with unspoken emotions and physical touch, contrasts sharply with the earlier
tension. Tris traces Tobias’s tattoos, symbolizing their shared history and the

complexities of their identities across factions.



The chapter closes with Tris falling asleep amidst the murmurs of the factionless,
finding solace in the noise that drowns out her guilt and grief. She wakes later to a
dimming fire, symbolizing the fleeting moments of peace in their turbulent world. This
chapter highlights the struggles of the factionless, the harsh truths of faction life, and
the fragile comfort Tris and Tobias find in each other amid chaos. The themes of
identity, survival, and loyalty are woven throughout, painting a poignant picture of

their fractured society.



