Chapter Ten

The chapter opens with Tris, the protagonist, exhausted and in need of a shower after
enduring physical strain. She enters a crowded bathroom where factionless women are
bathing, highlighting the lack of privacy in their current circumstances. Susan, a
former Abnegation member, offers her a towel for modesty, and their conversation
reveals the strained yet caring dynamic between them. Tris reflects on how their lives
have diverged from the peaceful future they once imagined, hinting at her guilt for

leaving Abnegation and the upheaval caused by faction conflicts.

As Tris and Susan continue their conversation, Susan mentions a safe house for
Abnegation refugees, emphasizing the ongoing displacement caused by the Erudite's
aggression. Tris encourages Susan to join her faction, prioritizing their needs over her
own. The shared moment of bathing from a sink underscores their resilience and
adaptability in dire conditions. Their dialogue touches on regret and missed
opportunities, revealing the emotional toll of their fractured society and the personal

sacrifices they've made.

After leaving the bathroom, Tris observes factionless members preparing to paint
coded messages on billboards, a clever communication strategy devised by Evelyn, a
former Erudite turned factionless leader. Evelyn's pride in her plan mirrors the
arrogance Tris associates with Erudite. Their exchange takes a dramatic turn when
Evelyn reveals that Tris's father was originally from Erudite, a shocking revelation that
challenges Tris's understanding of her family history. This disclosure adds depth to her

father's hatred for Erudite, suggesting a personal vendetta.

The chapter concludes with Tris confronting Evelyn, accusing her of manipulating
Tobias and reopening old wounds. Tris's sharp intuition and defiance shine through as
she refuses to be swayed by Evelyn's tactics. The tension between them underscores

the broader power struggles within the factionless community. Tris's determination to



protect Tobias and her growing distrust of Evelyn set the stage for further conflict,
highlighting her evolving role as a leader and her resilience in the face of betrayal and

manipulation.



