Chapter Twenty-Five

The chapter opens with Tris and her friends gathering for dinner in the Dauntless
kitchens, where she reflects on the losses they've endured. Sitting at the table she
once shared with Christina, Al, and Will, Tris is overwhelmed by guilt, believing her
actions could have saved them. The mood lightens slightly when Uriah joins her, piling
his tray with cake, and Marlene secretly holds his hand under the table. Their budding
relationship becomes the center of attention, especially after Lynn’s sharp comments

provoke Marlene to kiss Uriah openly, causing Lynn to storm off in frustration.

Tris observes the dynamics around her, noting the tension between Christina and
herself, as well as the playful affection between Uriah and Marlene. The scene shifts
when Tobias arrives, his injured knuckles hinting at a recent struggle. He asks Tris to
accompany him to a meeting, praising her perceptiveness. As they leave the cafeteria,
Tris notices a syringe in the fear landscape room, prompting her to question Tobias
about his recent visit. He admits to revisiting his fears, though the number remains

unchanged, and avoids further discussion.

The pair hurry to catch a train, with Tris sensing they are heading to meet the
factionless. Their conversation is tense but hopeful, as Tris wonders if their relationship
might improve. Tobias’s evasiveness about his fear landscape and his
uncharacteristically messy hair make him seem more vulnerable, contrasting his usual
stoic demeanor. The chapter’s tone shifts to urgency as they sprint to board the

moving train, with Tris narrowly avoiding injury as she scrambles inside.

The chapter closes with Tobias tending to Tris’s scraped knee, their physical closeness
sparking her desire to kiss him. The moment underscores their complicated
relationship, blending tenderness with unresolved tension. The train’s dark, stealthy
movement hints at the clandestine nature of their mission, leaving readers curious

about the meeting ahead and the evolving dynamics between Tris and Tobias.



