
Chapter Twenty-Eight

In this chapter, Tris makes a decisive and emotional departure from Tobias, leaving
him asleep as she prepares for a dangerous mission. She takes one of his sweatshirts
for comfort but leaves behind weapons and keepsakes, whispering "I love you" before
quietly exiting. Her resolve is clear—she refuses to let Tobias face the Erudite threat
alone, hinting at a self-sacrificial plan. The scene is charged with tension and
melancholy as Tris steels herself for what lies ahead, emphasizing her determination
to confront the Erudite on her own terms.

Tris seeks out Christina, waking her in the Dauntless dormitory to enlist her help. She
lies about visiting her brother Caleb, masking her true intentions to infiltrate Erudite
headquarters. Tris reveals her belief that the Abnegation were targeted for possessing
critical information now held by Jeanine, the Erudite leader. Christina, though
suspicious, agrees to assist in persuading Marcus Eaton to cooperate. The exchange
underscores Tris's desperation and the weight of her secret mission, as well as the
lingering trauma of Christina's actions under the simulation.

As Tris leaves the Dauntless compound, she reflects on the impending winter and the
ongoing conflict between Erudite and Dauntless. Her thoughts reveal a grim
acceptance of her likely fate, contrasting her former certainty about the future with
her current precarious existence. Moving through the city’s shadows, she navigates
broken streets and elevated train tracks, her physical exertion mirroring her emotional
turmoil. The journey highlights her isolation and the gravity of her decision, as she
moves closer to Erudite headquarters with no clear plan beyond surrender.

The chapter closes with Tris nearing Erudite headquarters, her body trembling with
fear and exhaustion. She questions what awaits her—interrogation, torture, or
death—but remains resolute. The narrative captures her internal struggle and bravery,
as well as the looming threat of Jeanine’s regime. Tris’s actions underscore her growth



from a self-assured initiate to a willing martyr, driven by love and duty. The chapter
ends on a cliffhanger, leaving her fate uncertain as she approaches the heart of enemy
territory.


