
Chapter Twenty-Seven

The chapter opens with Tris struggling to cope with the aftermath of Marlene's death,
seeking solitude in the Dauntless compound to escape the noisy memorial in the Pit.
She reflects on how Jeanine targeted young Dauntless members, knowing their deaths
would deeply affect the faction. As Tris presses her forehead against a cold stone wall,
Christina approaches her, visibly exhausted and emotional. Christina admits she now
believes Tris had no choice but to shoot Will in self-defense during the simulation,
expressing her intention to forgive her. Tris feels a mix of relief and anger, frustrated
that Christina needed proof to trust her.

Their conversation escalates as Tris sarcastically mocks Christina's delayed
forgiveness, her voice cracking with emotion. Overwhelmed, she breaks down sobbing,
and Christina embraces her tightly. The physical connection reminds Tris of Christina's
strength during their initiation, and they kneel together on the floor, clinging to each
other. Christina clarifies that she has already forgiven Tris, marking a pivotal moment
of reconciliation between the two friends. The scene highlights the emotional toll of
guilt, loss, and the fragile rebuilding of trust.

Later, Tris enters the Dauntless cafeteria, where the atmosphere is tense and silent.
The Dauntless members regard her with fear or resentment, aware of her Divergence
and the power it holds over their lives. Lynn, usually fierce and confrontational,
approaches Tris with uncharacteristic vulnerability, thanking her for saving Hector
while mourning Marlene. The brief, awkward hug between them underscores the
complexity of their grief and gratitude. Tris then joins Zeke and Uriah, who reveal that
Shauna has distanced herself from Uriah after learning he is Divergent.

The chapter closes with Uriah and Zeke discussing Shauna's distrust, fueled by
factional prejudices. Uriah's lethargic demeanor and Shauna's avoidance reflect the
growing divisions within Dauntless. Tris observes the fractured relationships around



her, emphasizing the broader conflict between Divergents and the faction system. The
chapter poignantly captures the personal and collective struggles of the characters as
they navigate loss, loyalty, and identity in a world increasingly defined by fear and
suspicion.


