Chapter Twenty-One

The chapter opens with Tris struggling to reconcile her trauma with the necessity of
carrying a gun. Standing in the Dauntless bathroom, she hesitantly grips the weapon,
recalling its role in both protecting her family and taking a life. The weight of her past
actions overwhelms her, and she nearly breaks down before steeling herself. Despite
her visceral fear, she acknowledges the gun as a tool rather than an inherent evil,

though she ultimately leaves it behind, unable to fully confront her emotions.

Tobias interrupts her solitude, confronting her about her plan to eavesdrop on Jack
Kang. Their conversation quickly escalates into a tense argument, revealing Tobias's
hidden agenda to gain Dauntless leadership and ally with the factionless. Tris feels
betrayed by his secrecy, while Tobias criticizes her recklessness and self-sacrificial
tendencies. Their exchange underscores their growing emotional distance and

conflicting approaches to leadership and survival, with neither willing to back down.

As the group prepares for their mission at dawn, tensions remain high. Tris, Lynn,

Shauna, and Tobias move stealthily under the bridge, positioning themselves to gather
critical intelligence. The physical danger of the mission mirrors the emotional stakes of
Tris and Tobias's fractured relationship. Despite their unresolved conflict, they proceed

together, each driven by their own sense of duty and stubbornness.

The chapter highlights Tris's internal struggle with violence and quilt, as well as the
broader political maneuvering within the Dauntless faction. Tobias's ambition and

Tris's defiance create a rift between them, complicating their personal and strategic
dynamics. The impending mission serves as a microcosm of their larger challenges,

blending action with emotional depth and setting the stage for further conflict.



