Chapter 2: A Bad Sign

Chapter 2: A Bad Sign begins with a significant moment that marks the culmination of
Moshe Ludlow’s life in Pottstown, Pennsylvania. It all starts on a chilly Monday
morning, as Moshe, in good spirits after hosting the extraordinary Chick Webb one-
night show at his All-American Dance Hall and Theater, is still cleaning up the
remnants of the event. The performance, which featured Webb’s roaring twelve-piece
band, was by far the best musical experience Moshe had ever withessed, except for
the unforgettable night just two months earlier when Mickey Katz, the famous Yiddish
klezmer musician, had performed at the theater. Despite the snowstorm, Katz and his
ensemble had made their way from Cleveland to Pottstown, and the result was a huge

turnout of Jewish attendees from various parts of the country.

However, the morning after the Chick Webb show, Moshe’s mood changes when he
finds himself contemplating his financial situation. His theater had received an
incredible reception, but his debts were mounting, especially after Moshe’s failed
efforts at promoting Katz's performance due to a series of advertising missteps.
Despite these setbacks, Moshe’s entrepreneurial spirit remains strong, and he
continues to forge ahead with his plans to revitalize the theater. As Moshe walks the
muddy roads of Chicken Hill, he encounters a series of obstacles, including the
unexpected arrival of an eccentric Hasidic man who, despite the freezing weather and
his determination not to dance with a woman, comes seeking a wife rather than just
entertainment. The man’s unexpected presence leads to a series of revelations and

plays a key role in Moshe’s further actions.

As Moshe deals with the mounting chaos and excitement surrounding his theater, he
finds himself confronting a deeply personal moment of reflection. While the theater’s
success is crucial to him, it is his growing connection to Chona, a woman with whom

he has begun to form an unexpected bond, that shifts the direction of his life. The



story of Moshe’s personal journey intertwines with his dedication to his business,
revealing the complexities of his ambition, love, and faith. His interactions with Chona,
particularly the moment when she introduces him to the story of Moses and the
burning coals, become symbolic of his own struggles to reconcile his dreams with his
reality. Moshe, at this juncture, begins to reflect deeply on his life, understanding that
while his vision of success might bring him financial gain, it is the connections he

builds with people that truly bring meaning to his life.

Chona's influence, along with the chaos surrounding his theatrical pursuits, sets the
stage for Moshe to undergo a significant transformation. The Midrash Rabbah that
Chona reads to him brings a sense of spiritual clarity and focus, shifting Moshe's
worldview. As Moshe becomes more committed to the Jewish community and their
customs, he finds his life moving in a new direction, one that is deeply intertwined with
his past struggles and the challenges he faces as a Jewish immigrant in America. The
story takes on a richer dimension as Moshe navigates his complex personal
relationships and his professional aspirations. This chapter paints a vivid portrait of a
man caught between his dreams, his responsibilities, and his search for personal

redemption.

Ultimately, the chapter serves as a reflection of the broader theme of Moshe’s journey:
a man seeking success but learning that it is the connections with others, the lessons
from the past, and the wisdom passed down through generations that will guide him
through the trials of life. His interactions with Chona and the other members of his
community lead him to discover a new path forward, one that promises not just
financial success but spiritual fulfilment. The complex web of relationships, struggles,
and dreams in this chapter highlights the intersection of personal ambition with
communal responsibility. As Moshe contemplates the future, he is reminded that
success is not measured by wealth alone but by the impact one has on the lives of

others, a theme that will continue to resonate throughout his journey.

This chapter captures the essence of Moshe’s evolving identity, as he reconciles his

ambition with his newfound purpose. It shows the delicate balance between personal



desire and the larger forces at play in his life, ultimately guiding him toward a greater
understanding of what truly matters. With Chona’s support and the community’s
involvement, Moshe begins to realize that the greatest gift he can offer is not the
success of his business but the strength of the connections he fosters with those

around him.



