
Chapter Thirteen

The chapter opens with Tris and her companions stepping into a desolate world
beyond their city, marked by abandoned infrastructure and eerie silence. The
landscape is starkly divided, with crumbling buildings and overgrown vegetation
contrasting with polished train tracks and strange advertisements. The group,
including Tobias, Caleb, and others, moves cautiously along the tracks, observing
remnants of a forgotten civilization. The atmosphere is tense and surreal as they
encounter unfamiliar sights, such as a sleek, abandoned train and walls covered in
bizarre, colorful imagery.

As the group progresses, they hear the rumble of an approaching engine, prompting
them to gather defensively. A large black truck arrives, carrying two strangers—Zoe
and Amar, the latter of whom Tobias believed to be dead. Amar’s sudden
reappearance shocks Tobias, stirring emotions and raising questions about the fate of
others they’ve lost. Tris grapples with a fleeting hope that her deceased loved ones
might also be alive somewhere beyond the city’s borders, though she recognizes the
improbability.

Zoe reveals they belong to the organization that founded Tris’s city, mentioning Edith
Prior and offering a photograph meant for Tris. The strangers’ knowledge of Tris’s
name and Dauntless nickname unsettles her, heightening the group’s wariness. Zoe
cautiously places the photograph on the tracks and steps back, allowing Tris to
retrieve it. The moment is charged with tension as Tris and her companions weigh the
strangers’ intentions and the implications of their connection to the city’s origins.

The chapter ends on a cliffhanger, with Tris poised to examine the photograph, her
mind racing with fear and curiosity. The encounter with Zoe and Amar introduces a
new layer of mystery, suggesting deeper secrets about their world and the
organization behind it. The group’s journey into the unknown takes a dramatic turn,



setting the stage for revelations that could reshape their understanding of their past
and future. The narrative maintains a sense of suspense, leaving readers eager to
uncover the truth hidden in the photograph and the strangers’ motives.


