
Chapter Nine

In Chapter Nine of *Allegiant*, Tobias reflects on his impending departure as he shares
a quiet moment with Tris. The night air feels heavy with significance, as if each breath
could be his last in their current location. He holds Tris back from joining their friends,
suggesting they go somewhere private. As they stand near an empty canal, Tobias
reassures her that she’s safe with him, and Tris almost smiles, hinting at the comfort
she finds in his presence. The setting underscores the tension between their
immediate connection and the looming uncertainty of their future.

Tris confides in Tobias about her conflicted feelings regarding her brother Caleb, who
faces execution. She admits her anger and struggle to reconcile her emotions with her
parents’ values of forgiveness. Tobias, drawing from his own experiences with his
abusive father, Marcus, understands her turmoil. He recognizes the weight of her
parents’ expectations on her decisions, as Tris insists that saving Caleb is about
honoring their wishes rather than her own. This moment highlights the emotional
burden she carries and the moral dilemma she faces.

Tobias surprises Tris by offering to rescue Caleb himself, demonstrating his deep
commitment to her happiness. His selfless act contrasts with his usual guarded nature,
and Tris is visibly moved, calling him “amazing.” Tobias lightens the mood by teasing
her about his ulterior motives, shifting the conversation to their romantic connection.
Their playful banter reveals the tenderness beneath their tough exteriors, as Tobias
deliberately delays kissing her, building anticipation and showcasing their chemistry.

The chapter culminates in an intimate moment between Tris and Tobias, where their
physical connection mirrors their emotional bond. Tris’s whispered request for Tobias
to “never have pure motives again” underscores their dynamic of mutual desire and
trust. As they kiss, Tobias lifts her against the wall, and the night air now feels like a
“first breath,” symbolizing renewal and hope. This scene contrasts with the chapter’s



opening, framing their relationship as a source of strength amid uncertainty.


