
Chapter Eighteen

The chapter opens with Tobias observing the morning routines of his companions,
noting their distinct behaviors as they wake. He reflects on the unfamiliarity of their
shared living space and the oddity of wearing clothes without faction-based
significance. His internal conflict about attending his father’s trial lingers in the
background, adding tension to the otherwise mundane scene. Tris, already alert and
restless, reveals she’s been given her late mother’s journal, a discovery that both
intrigues and unsettles her due to its potential to reveal hidden truths about her
Abnegation upbringing.

Tris’s hesitation to read the journal stems from her fear of uncovering uncomfortable
truths about her mother, a sentiment Tobias understands. He relates to her desire to
process the information privately, drawing parallels to his own avoidance of his
father’s trial. Their conversation shifts to whether Tris should share the journal with her
brother Caleb, highlighting the complexities of familial bonds and trust. Tobias’s
internal monologue reveals his ingrained habit of withholding information, contrasting
with Tris’s more open yet cautious approach.

The dynamic between Tris and Tobias lightens as they engage in playful banter over a
muffin, showcasing their affectionate relationship. Tris then broaches the topic of a
genetic test, explaining that a researcher named Matthew is interested in Tobias’s
unique Divergent traits. Though initially wary, Tobias agrees, partly to distract himself
from the impending trial. Their interaction underscores his growing willingness to trust
Tris, even as he grapples with discomfort over the invasion of privacy.

The chapter concludes with the sudden arrival of George Wu, Tori’s brother, whose
excited demeanor hints at an unresolved plot thread. Tobias’s instinctive urge to
distance himself from George’s impending grief foreshadows darker developments.
The scene leaves readers with a sense of unease, balancing the personal intimacy of



Tris and Tobias’s relationship with the broader, looming conflicts of their world.


