
Chapter Thirty-Nine

In Chapter Thirty-Nine of *Allegiant*, Tris and her companions discuss the Bureau's
plan to use a memory serum to reset the city's population. Matthew explains that the
serum targets explicit memories like personal identities while sparing implicit skills like
speaking or walking. The group debates the ethical implications, with Cara and
Matthew delving into scientific details, while Tris and Tobias remain uneasy about the
plan. The urgency escalates as they realize they must secure the serum from the
heavily guarded Weapons Lab within forty-eight hours to prevent the Bureau from
erasing their friends' memories.

Tris and Tobias leave the meeting, grappling with moral dilemmas. Tobias expresses
doubts about mirroring the Bureau's tactics, questioning whether erasing memories is
justified even for a noble cause. Tris argues that their actions are different because
they aim to protect innocent lives in the city, unlike the Bureau, which enabled
Jeanine's atrocities. Their conversation highlights the tension between desperation and
morality, culminating in Tris's firm stance that saving loved ones justifies difficult
choices. Tobias reluctantly agrees, though his reservations linger.

The chapter takes a emotional turn when Christina arrives with devastating news
about Uriah, revealing he will never wake up. The group is crushed, especially when
they realize the Bureau's memory reset will erase Uriah's existence from his family's
minds before they can say goodbye. This revelation adds personal stakes to their
mission, as Christina's family and others in the city face the same fate. The urgency to
stop the Bureau intensifies, blending grief with determination.

The chapter concludes with a sense of impending loss and resolve. Tris and her friends
are forced to confront the human cost of the Bureau's plans, strengthening their
resolve to act. The interplay of scientific debate, ethical conflict, and raw emotion
underscores the chapter's tension, setting the stage for a race against time to save



their city and preserve the memories of those they love.


