Chapter 21

Chapter 21 begins with EIGHT noticing the protagonist’s arrival and expressing
surprise at the apparent shift in Marshall’s attitude towards their group. EIGHT
wonders what could have caused this change in behavior, but the protagonist explains
that Marshall is more focused on external threats, particularly the creepers, than on
internal issues within their team. This hints at a shift in strategy, as Marshall’s
attention is drawn to the pressing concerns of survival against a much stronger and
technologically superior enemy. With only 176 members left, the group is vastly
outnumbered, and the looming threat of a ground war against the creepers is rapidly
becoming a harsh reality. As the conversation unfolds, the protagonist and EIGHT
come to terms with the precariousness of their situation. There’s a growing sense of
urgency as they prepare for the battle that might determine whether they live or

perish in the face of this overwhelming opposition.

As the dialogue progresses, the topic shifts to the painful memories of past losses,
particularly the death of SIX, a pivotal figure in their group’s journey. The protagonist
reflects on the betrayal that has colored their history, especially regarding Berto’s
actions, which continue to raise questions and doubts among the group. This sense of
betrayal lingers, influencing how the group interacts with one another and further
complicating their already strained relationships. Additionally, a strange occurrence
disrupts their communication system when a message appears as garbled text,
leading to further concerns. The protagonist wonders whether this glitch signifies a
deeper problem with their shared consciousness, adding yet another layer of anxiety
to an already tense situation. The uncertainty of their communication system casts a
shadow over the group’s ability to stay coordinated, foreshadowing potential

complications that could arise from a failure in their infrastructure.



The discussion transitions into broader reflections on the history of human colonization
efforts, drawing comparisons between past failures and the rare successes, such as
Bergen’s World. Once an inhospitable planet, Bergen’s World was transformed through
immense effort and perseverance into a viable colony. This success stands in stark
contrast to their current struggles, where, despite technological advancements, they
face overwhelming odds against the creepers. The conversation highlights the
resilience and adaptability of humanity, underscoring the importance of persistence in
the face of adversity. The historical context serves as a reminder that survival in the
unknown, while challenging, is not impossible. As the group contemplates their
situation, they begin to recognize the weight of their current fight, drawing parallels to
the long history of colonization and survival despite seemingly insurmountable

obstacles.

Amid rising tension, a new character, Tonio, appears, bringing with him a reminder of
past violence and conflict. The group is reminded of previous traumatic experiences,
particularly the incident involving the tasing, which still lingers in their collective
memory. Tonio’s presence signals the start of a new confrontation, as the group
braces for whatever challenges lie ahead. Marshall’s appearance only heightens the
feeling of impending crisis, as his commanding presence suggests that an important
decision is about to be made regarding the group’s future. Marshall’s questions, far
from being mere inquiries, underscore the life-and-death stakes of the situation. It
becomes clear that the decisions made now will have lasting consequences, and the
group’s survival is far from guaranteed. EIGHT’s defiance in the face of Marshall’s
calculated demeanor points to the personal conflicts that are beginning to emerge, as

duty and survival instincts collide.

As the chapter nears its conclusion, Marshall demands that the group undertake a
mission, further escalating the stakes. The reality becomes clear: they are still pawns
in @ much larger, more dangerous game. Their very lives hang in the balance, and the
success or failure of their mission will dictate whether they survive or meet a grim
fate. The protagonist and the rest of the group now find themselves grappling with the

implications of their choices, knowing that they must either comply or face the



consequences. The tension is palpable as the chapter ends, leaving readers uncertain
of what will happen next. This moment underscores the precariousness of their
existence and sets the stage for an even greater conflict to come. The chapter
highlights the moral and existential challenges faced by the characters, as they

navigate a world full of danger, uncertainty, and impossible choices.



