PART ONE: Chapter 7

In Chapter 7 of ¥1984*, Winston reflects on the potential for hope and rebellion
residing within the proles, who make up the vast majority of Oceania’s population.
Despite their numbers, the proles remain largely unconscious of their collective
strength, rendering organized resistance impossible. Winston observes that while the
Party’s enemies are fragmented and isolated, the proles could, if awakened, overthrow
the Party with ease. However, their energies are dissipated in petty disputes and trivial
concerns, preventing any unified uprising. This paradox—that hope lies with the proles

yet their consciousness is stifled—forms the chapter’s central tension.

Winston recalls an incident where a sudden, powerful cry erupted from a group of
women in a market, momentarily stirring a sense of revolutionary potential in him. Yet,
this outburst quickly devolved into petty quarrels over defective saucepans,
symbolizing the proles’ inability to channel their frustrations toward meaningful
rebellion. This scene underscores the futility of their discontent, which, while genuine,
is fragmented and fails to challenge the Party’s dominance. Winston’s musings
emphasize the disconnect between the proles’ latent power and their actual

impotence.

The Party’s attitude toward the proles is one of dismissive control, maintaining their
subjugation not through intense ideological indoctrination but by allowing a degree of
freedom and distraction. The proles lead simple, cyclical lives centered on work,
family, and entertainment, largely free from the Party’s sexual puritanism and political
dogma. The Party’s surveillance and repression are minimal among them, as their
discontent remains localized and lacks political consciousness. This management
strategy ensures the proles remain harmless, their energies diffused into trivial

pursuits rather than revolutionary thought.



Winston contrasts this controlled existence with the Party’s official narrative, which
claims to have liberated the proles from past capitalist oppression. He questions the
authenticity of this history, as knowledge about life before the Revolution is scarce and
unreliable. The chapter closes with Winston copying from a children’s history textbook
that portrays pre-Revolution London as a place of squalor and cruelty, reinforcing the
Party’s justification for its rule. Yet, this sanitized version of history leaves Winston

uncertain about the true nature of the past and the future potential for change.



