
PART ONE: Chapter 2

In this chapter, Winston prepares to leave his apartment but notices he has left his
diary open, boldly inscribed with the rebellious phrase "DOWN WITH BIG BROTHER."
Despite the obvious danger of such a careless act, Winston’s concern is more about
preserving the wet ink than the risk of discovery. His moment of tension is interrupted
by the arrival of Mrs. Parsons, a downtrodden neighbor who asks for his help with a
blocked kitchen sink. This interaction introduces the dilapidated state of their living
environment, Victory Mansions, where maintenance is poor and bureaucratic delays
are rampant.

Winston follows Mrs. Parsons to her flat, which, although larger than his own, is
cluttered and unkempt, reflecting the general decay and neglect pervasive in their
society. The apartment is filled with signs of Party indoctrination, including banners
and a prominent poster of Big Brother. The atmosphere is heavy with unpleasant odors
and the presence of Mrs. Parsons’s children, who embody the Party’s control over even
the youngest citizens. Their aggressive play, mimicking the Spies and Youth League,
hints at the Party’s cultivation of suspicion and loyalty from an early age.

The chapter further explores the character of Mr. Parsons, Winston’s fellow worker at
the Ministry of Truth, portrayed as a dull but zealous Party loyalist. His enthusiasm for
Party activities and his involvement in various committees underscore the regime’s
reliance on unquestioning citizens to maintain its power. Despite his apparent
stupidity, Parsons’s dedication and physical presence symbolize the oppressive social
environment where conformity is enforced through constant participation in state-
sponsored events and communal life.

The children’s behavior towards Winston is particularly striking, as they menace him
with toy weapons and accuse him of being a traitor and thought-criminal. Their play is
disturbingly aggressive, reflecting the Party’s success in instilling ideological



fanaticism and mistrust even in the young. Mrs. Parsons’s nervousness during this
scene suggests the pervasive fear and control that govern everyday interactions. This
chapter vividly portrays the oppressive atmosphere of Orwell’s dystopia, where
personal rebellion is fraught with danger and the Party’s influence permeates all
aspects of life.


