PART TWO: Chapter 1

In the opening of this chapter, Winston encounters the dark-haired girl in a brightly lit
corridor as he heads to the lavatory. The girl, who has her right arm in a sling,
suddenly stumbles and falls, wincing in apparent pain. Winston experiences a
conflicting surge of emotion, torn between viewing her as an enemy and recognizing
her human vulnerability. Despite the ever-watchful telescreen, he instinctively helps
her up, during which she discreetly slips a small folded scrap of paper into his hand, an

act loaded with potential danger and intrigue.

Back at his cubicle, Winston carefully unfolds the paper, aware of the constant
surveillance and the risks involved in reading it openly. His mind races through
possibilities, suspecting the girl could be an agent of the Thought Police delivering a
trap or a death sentence. Yet, a faint, irrational hope flickers within him that the
message might originate from a clandestine resistance group, possibly the elusive
Brotherhood. This tension between fear and hope underscores the oppressive
atmosphere in which Winston lives and the perilous nature of any subversive

communication.

The message on the paper is shockingly simple yet profound: "I love you." The
declaration stuns Winston, momentarily overwhelming his rational caution. Despite
knowing the danger of such a message, he reads it repeatedly, grappling with the
emotional impact amid the pervasive surveillance and control. The chapter captures
Winston’s inner turmoil as he struggles to maintain composure and conceal his
agitation while performing his monotonous work, highlighting his isolation and the

oppressive scrutiny he endures.

Winston’s distress deepens during lunch in the crowded canteen, where he is unable to
find solitude. The presence of Parsons, a boisterous colleague, and the ongoing

preparations for Hate Week, including a grotesque model of Big Brother’s head,



amplify Winston’s sense of entrapment. This scene reflects the suffocating nature of
the regime’s propaganda and social control, emphasizing the contrast between
Winston’s private turmoil and the public conformity demanded by the Party. The
chapter sets the stage for the unfolding of Winston’s dangerous emotional and political

awakening.



