
21. The Seething Knot

The chapter opens with Adolin Kholin grappling with the seemingly trivial yet deeply
personal decision of choosing an outfit for an important mission into Shadesmar. He
compares the process to dueling, where instincts honed through practice guide his
choices. Despite his usual confidence, he hesitates between a traditional Kholin blue
jacket and a bold yellow one, reflecting his internal conflict between duty and self-
expression. His struggle highlights the tension between societal expectations and
individuality, as he seeks to balance practicality with his desire to make a statement.

Shallan enters, teasing Adolin about his indecision and suggesting his meticulousness
stems from a deeper concern beyond impressing the honorspren they will meet. Their
playful banter reveals their close relationship, with Shallan’s patience contrasting
Adolin’s perfectionism. The scene underscores Adolin’s need to project confidence and
control, even in seemingly minor choices, as he prepares for the mission. Shallan’s
remark about jealousy humorously hints at their mutual affection, while also
emphasizing Adolin’s awareness of how others perceive him.

After Shallan leaves, Adolin finally settles on a hybrid uniform he designed years
ago—a blend of tradition and personal flair that his father, Dalinar, once disapproved
of. The choice symbolizes Adolin’s growing independence and willingness to defy
expectations, even as he acknowledges his father’s lingering influence. The uniform
represents a compromise between his identity as a Kholin and his creative instincts,
marking a subtle but significant moment of self-assertion.

The chapter concludes with Adolin visiting a clinic before departure, where he
encounters a line of patients awaiting treatment. This detour reveals his compassion
and sense of responsibility, contrasting his earlier focus on appearances. The brief
interaction with Kaladin’s family hints at the broader societal challenges and the
interconnected lives of the characters, grounding Adolin’s personal journey in the



larger narrative of their world.


