Chapter Forty-Two

The chapter opens with the group searching for a ladder in a building, following the
protagonist's instructions to bridge the gap to an Erudite window across an alley.
Amidst the chaos, the protagonist tests the Candor's responsiveness by shouting and
ducking, confirming they only react to movement. Christina arrives with a ladder,
accidentally hitting Fernando, who responds to her nickname for him with flirtation,
unsettling Christina as she grieves Will's recent death. The group works together to
extend the ladder toward the Erudite window, preparing for the next phase of their

plan.

The protagonist and Christina guide the ladder through the window, with Marcus
helping to steady it. Fernando provides a glass-breaking device, but the protagonist
declines due to an injured arm, so Christina throws it, shattering multiple Erudite
windows. The Candor below fire in unison, revealing their mechanized behavior under
Jeanine's control. The group observes their synchronized movements, highlighting the
dehumanizing effects of Jeanine's manipulation. The protagonist notes the Candor's

strict response to movement, warning the others to be cautious while crossing.

Tensions rise when Marcus refuses to volunteer to go first, prompting Christina to
mock his lack of selflessness. The protagonist intervenes, offering to cross despite her
injured arm. As she climbs the unstable ladder, she recalls Tobias's past support,
contrasting it with her current isolation. A sudden breeze and the ladder's slippage
nearly cause her to fall, but she manages to grab the windowsill at the last moment,

pulling herself into the Erudite building with immense effort and pain.

The chapter ends with the protagonist collapsing inside an Erudite bathroom,
exhausted and in pain from her injured shoulder. The scene underscores her physical
and emotional strain as she pushes forward alone. Meanwhile, the group's

dynamics—Christina's grief, Fernando's flirtation, and Marcus's self-serving



behavior—add layers of tension, reflecting the broader struggles of trust and

leadership in their rebellion against Jeanine's oppressive regime.



