Chapter Thirty-Three

The chapter opens with Beatrice (Tris) awakening in a sterile testing room, exhausted
and guarded by Peter. Her brother Caleb appears, sparking a tense confrontation. Tris
accuses him of betraying their family by siding with the Erudite faction, questioning
when his allegiance shifted. Caleb defends his actions, claiming the conflict is larger
than Tris understands, hinting at secrets beyond the city’s fence. Their exchange
reveals deep resentment, with Tris condemning his moral compromises while Caleb
argues for nuance, asserting that their father was originally Erudite—a revelation Tris

struggles to accept.

The emotional confrontation escalates as Tris confronts Caleb about his role in their
parents’ deaths and his collaboration with the Erudite leader, Jeanine. She condemns
his actions as evil, particularly his complicity in her captivity and the faction’s
oppressive experiments. Caleb counters that morality is subjective, but Tris remains
unwavering, her pain and fury palpable. Despite her rage, she collapses under the
weight of betrayal, physically aching from the emotional toll. The scene underscores

the irreparable rift between the siblings, framed by their opposing worldviews.

Jeanine and her team enter, shifting the focus to Tris’s test results. The Erudite
scientists reveal that Tris possesses an abundance of mirror neurons, which enable
empathy, imitation, and adaptability. Jeanine smugly connects this to Tris’s Divergent
nature, suggesting her brain structure explains her ability to fit multiple factions. Tris
responds with weary defiance, feigning indifference while internally reeling from the
psychological implications. The revelation forces Tris to confront her identity, but she

masks her vulnerability, refusing to give Jeanine the satisfaction of seeing her distress.

The chapter closes with Tris requesting to return to her cell, desperate for solitude to
process the emotional and scientific revelations. Jeanine taunts her with promises of

future simulations, but Tris dismisses her with apathy. The scene highlights Tris’s



resilience amid manipulation and grief, as well as the ongoing tension between her
inner turmoil and outward stoicism. The final lines shift abruptly to Tobias shaking her
awake, leaving the reader on a cliffhanger about his arrival and its implications for the

next chapter.



