Chapter 9

Chapter 9 opens with the protagonist facing a tense moment as he encounters a group
of colleagues, including Marshall, Dugan, and several Security personnel, near the
main lock. The atmosphere is thick with anxiety as the crew is confronted with a
monitor displaying a disturbing image of Gallaher, who has been severely injured after
an assault by an unidentified creature. The creature is later identified as "creepers,"
deadly creatures that attack with powerful mandibles. In a desperate bid to contain the
situation, the crew vents plasma into the lock, an action that tragically leaves Gallaher
critically wounded. The crew is now left with the consequences of this decision, aware

of the terrifying threat they face and the increasing danger to the colony.

As the protagonist processes the gravity of the situation, Berto reveals that the
attackers are creepers—creatures capable of causing extreme damage with their
formidable mandibles. Dugan, surprised by the lack of concrete data on these
creatures, urges the protagonist—who has had unsettling encounters with the
creepers—to gather valuable information on them. The urgency heightens as Marshall
orders the team to gear up and prepare for a comprehensive scan, with a focus on
eradicating any creepers that might still be in the area. Marshall emphasizes the
severity of the situation and the need for immediate action to protect the colony. The
team prepares for the unknown, facing a deadly threat they still know little about, and

the stakes of their mission become clearer with every passing moment.

As the group gets ready to head out, the team members voice skepticism about the
need for armor in the snowy conditions of Roanoke. Dugan, having witnessed the
deadly capabilities of the creepers firsthand, argues strongly that the armor is
essential for survival. The protagonist, still reeling from past traumatic encounters with
the creatures, shares his apprehensions but ultimately agrees that the armor is

necessary. The harsh, frozen environment of Roanoke underscores the danger they



are about to face, with the soldiers preparing to step into a hostile world where
survival is uncertain. They reflect on the dangers they’ve already faced and the
failures of previous missions, hinting at the treacherous nature of the planet they are
on. The tension is palpable as they brace for what lies ahead, fully aware that any

misstep could have fatal consequences.

The protagonist, mentally preparing for what’s to come, is deeply aware of the fragile
situation they are in. The team’s steps become heavier as they approach the area
where the creepers were'last seen. The threat becomes terrifyingly real when Dugan is
suddenly captured by one of the creatures. Panic sets in as Dugan disappears beneath
the snow, and the protagonist, along with Cat, must act quickly to save him. Time is
running out, and with the freezing cold and the chaos around them, they must fight to
survive while battling the creepers. The urgency of the situation is intense, and the
protagonist’s thoughts race as he tries to process what’s happening. As the team
struggles to respond to the attack, the protagonist is forced to confront both his fear

and his responsibility to protect the team.

The team manages to fend off the creeper temporarily, but the situation is far from
over. The protagonist, shaken by the ordeal, is forced to grapple with the trauma of
the past while also realizing the scale of the danger they are facing. The harsh reality
of the planet’s hostile environment and the deadly creatures becomes all too clear. In
the midst of the chaos, the team is forced to focus on survival, knowing that their
chances of making it out of the situation are slim. The chapter ends on a cliffhanger,
with the fate of Dugan and the rest of the crew uncertain. As the team fights to escape
the cold and fend off the creepers, readers are left in suspense, eager to see what will
happen next in this high-stakes battle for survival. The threat of the creepers, the
harsh environment, and the interpersonal tensions between the characters all combine

to make this a chapter filled with suspense, action, and uncertainty.



