PART TWO: Chapter 7

In this chapter, Winston awakens with tears in his eyes, stirred by a profound and
complex dream that intertwines his present consciousness with a deeply buried
childhood memory. The dream, vivid and expansive, is symbolized by a glass
paperweight, representing a world of clarity and light that contrasts starkly with his
grim reality. This vision is connected to a poignant gesture made by his mother and
echoed decades later by a woman protecting her child from violence, linking personal
history with collective suffering. Winston reveals a long-held belief that he had, in

some way, caused his mother’s death, a notion he begins to unravel.

Winston’s recollections transport him to a harsh period marked by scarcity, fear, and
instability. His father had disappeared, and his mother’'s demeanor changed into a
quiet resignation, as if awaiting an inevitable tragedy. The family’s living conditions
were bleak, with constant hunger and the struggle to find food dominating their
existence. The atmosphere was tense, punctuated by air-raid panics, rubble-strewn
streets, and the presence of oppressive youth gangs, reflecting the broader social

decay and hardship of the time.

The narrative delves into Winston’s conflicted emotions and selfish hunger during this
period, illustrating his internal battle between survival instincts and guilt. Despite his
mother’s efforts to care for him and his ailing sister, Winston’s desperation leads him
to acts of greed and cruelty, such as stealing food and demanding more than his
share. His mother’s pleas and attempts to instill compassion contrast sharply with
Winston’s overpowering need to satisfy his hunger, highlighting the moral and

emotional complexities of their dire situation.

A pivotal memory centers on a rare chocolate ration, a scarce luxury meant to be
shared equally among the family. Winston’s overwhelming desire for the entire piece

culminates in a moment of selfishness when he snatches the chocolate from his sister,



fleeing despite his mother’s calls. This incident crystallizes the tension between
innocence and survival, love and selfishness, and serves as a haunting reminder of the

sacrifices and fractures wrought by deprivation and fear in Winston’s formative years.



