
PART TWO: Chapter 4

In Chapter 4 of Part Two, Winston reflects on the shabby room he has rented above Mr.
Charrington’s shop, a rare sanctuary free from the Party’s ever-watchful telescreens.
The room’s worn furnishings, including a large bed and a glass paperweight, symbolize
a fragile refuge from the oppressive world outside. Winston prepares for a secret
meeting, aware of the grave risks involved. Mr. Charrington’s indifferent attitude
toward the room’s intended use contrasts sharply with the Party’s invasive control,
highlighting the delicate and precarious nature of privacy in this totalitarian society.

Winston listens to the distant sounds of everyday life outside the window—a prole
woman singing a manufactured song, children’s cries, and traffic noise—yet inside, the
room remains silent, a stark contrast brought by the absence of surveillance. This
moment of quiet underscores the rarity and preciousness of such privacy. Despite the
danger, Winston and Julia are drawn to this space as a place where they can express
their forbidden love, a rebellion against the Party’s suffocating control over personal
relationships and desires.

Their relationship, initially driven by an act of will, has grown into a profound physical
and emotional need. Julia’s unexpected cancellation of a planned meeting due to
increased work demands for Hate Week evokes a complex mix of anger and
tenderness in Winston. He yearns not just for physical intimacy but for a normal,
unthreatened companionship—an ordinary life free from fear and surveillance. This
longing reveals the human cost of living under constant oppression, where even love
becomes an act of defiance and a source of vulnerability.

Despite knowing the folly and danger of their actions, Winston and Julia choose to rent
the room, fully conscious that it may hasten their downfall. Their decision to claim a
small space of freedom is both a desperate grasp at normalcy and a deliberate step
toward potential destruction. As Winston waits in the room, his thoughts turn darkly to



the Ministry of Love’s cellars, a reminder of the brutal consequences that await those
who dare to resist the Party. This chapter poignantly captures the tension between the
human desire for connection and the omnipresent threat of totalitarian control.


