
PART TWO: Chapter 9

In this chapter, Winston is overwhelmed by extreme physical exhaustion after working
over ninety hours in five days at the Ministry of Truth. His body feels fragile and
translucent, as if drained of all vitality, and even simple movements cause discomfort.
Now free from immediate duties, he cautiously walks through the city carrying a
briefcase containing a book he has yet to open, conscious of the omnipresent threat of
surveillance but momentarily sensing a rare absence of danger. This moment of
respite contrasts sharply with the oppressive atmosphere of Hate Week, a period
marked by relentless propaganda and public frenzy.

The climax of Hate Week is abruptly disrupted by a sudden and total reversal in
Oceania’s war allegiance. After six days of intense hatred directed at Eurasia, it is
announced that Oceania is no longer at war with Eurasia but with Eastasia, who has
become the new enemy. This shift is communicated without acknowledgment of any
change, creating a surreal moment where the population instantly accepts the new
reality. Winston witnesses this transformation during a public demonstration, where
the crowd’s hatred seamlessly transfers to the new enemy, reflecting the Party’s
absolute control over truth and memory.

The chapter highlights the Party’s power to manipulate facts instantaneously and
without hesitation. The orator continues his speech mid-sentence, effortlessly
substituting one enemy for another, while the crowd reacts with fervor as if nothing
unusual has occurred. Amid the chaos, Winston is discreetly alerted that he has
dropped his briefcase, underscoring the constant tension and surveillance in his life.
Immediately after the demonstration, Winston and his colleagues are summoned back
to work to begin the monumental task of revising all records to reflect the new political
reality.



This final section reveals the overwhelming scale of the Ministry’s work as they erase
and rewrite history to conform to the Party’s directives. The entire political literature of
five years is rendered obsolete overnight, requiring exhaustive, around-the-clock labor
to alter newspapers, books, films, and photographs. Sleep-deprived and physically
strained, the staff endure harsh conditions to ensure that no evidence of the previous
alliance with Eurasia remains. This relentless process exemplifies the Party’s control
over objective reality, erasing the past to maintain its absolute authority over the
present and future.


