CHAPTER EIGHT

The chapter opens with Four introducing the initiates to their first Dauntless training
session, emphasizing physical preparedness as the initial stage of initiation. He hands
Tris a gun without ceremony, setting the tone for the rigorous and abrupt nature of
Dauntless training. Tris reflects on her surprise at the immediate demands placed on
her, having expected more time to adjust. Four explains the three-stage initiation
process—physical, emotional, and mental—and links it to the Dauntless philosophy
that preparation eradicates cowardice. The initiates are immediately thrust into

learning to shoot, with Four demonstrating precision and control.

Tris struggles with the unfamiliar weight and power of the gun, her initial attempts
ending in failure. Her discomfort is compounded by her Abnegation upbringing, which
views guns as tools of violence. However, with persistence, she eventually hits the
target, experiencing a surge of empowerment. This moment marks a turning point for
Tris, as she begins to feel a sense of belonging in Dauntless. The physical challenge of
shooting also highlights the stark contrast between her old life and her new one,

forcing her to confront her fears and adapt quickly.

The tension between the initiates surfaces when Peter questions the relevance of
shooting to bravery, prompting Four to assert dominance by pressing a gun to his
forehead. This confrontation underscores the high stakes of initiation and the
Dauntless emphasis on discipline. Tris observes Peter’s restraint, noting the cultural
shift from Candor’s blunt honesty to Dauntless’s controlled aggression. The scene
reinforces the chapter’'s theme of overcoming fear through preparation and action,

while also hinting at the competitive dynamics among the initiates.

During lunch, Tris’s thoughts drift back to her Divergence and the hidden danger it
poses, adding an undercurrent of anxiety to her otherwise successful day. Her

conversation with Christina and Will reveals the cultural clashes between factions,



particularly between Candor’s bluntness and Abnegation’s reserve. The chapter closes
with Tris grappling with her identity and the uncertainty of her future, balancing her
newfound confidence with the lingering threat of being discovered as Divergent. The
day’s events highlight her growth and the challenges ahead, both physical and

psychological.



