
CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX

The chapter opens with a tense chase scene as the protagonist is pursued by
Dauntless soldiers through an alley. In a moment of desperation, she fires blindly,
driven by grief over her mother's death. The pursuit narrows to a single soldier, who
she recognizes as Will—a former friend now under simulation control. Forced into a
life-or-death decision, she shoots him, an act that leaves her emotionally shattered.
Stumbling through the streets, she reaches a safehouse where her remaining family
and Abnegation survivors are hiding, physically wounded and mentally drained by the
day's traumatic events.

Upon arrival, the protagonist is greeted by her brother Caleb, who helps tend to her
gunshot wound. The safehouse is filled with familiar faces, including her father and
Marcus, though their presence stirs complicated emotions. As Caleb and her father
prepare to remove the bullet, the protagonist reflects on the irony of their reunion
under such dire circumstances. The scene highlights her physical pain and emotional
turmoil, compounded by the recent loss of her mother and the weight of having killed
Will to survive.

The medical procedure becomes a focal point as her father demonstrates unexpected
skill in extracting the bullet and stitching her wound. Despite the agony, the shared
moment creates a fragile sense of connection between the protagonist, Caleb, and
their father. Their interactions reveal layers of their fractured family dynamics, with
Caleb having abandoned Erudite to warn others about the simulation serum. The
protagonist's tattoos—both Abnegation and Dauntless symbols—become silent
testaments to her complex identity and journey.

In the chapter's closing moments, the protagonist grapples with the psychological
aftermath of her actions. Between screams of pain during the procedure, she reflects
on how survival has cost her pieces of her humanity. The reunion with her family offers



temporary shelter but no emotional respite, as thoughts of Tobias and her dead
mother linger at the edges of her consciousness. The chapter ends with a bittersweet
note—physical wounds being treated while deeper emotional scars remain raw, setting
the stage for the next phase of her struggle.


