CHAPTER FOUR

The chapter opens with Beatrice observing the uniform, utilitarian surroundings of her
Abnegation neighborhood, reflecting on how the faction's simplicity is designed to
suppress vanity and promote equality. She contemplates her struggle to embrace
these values fully, particularly as she waits for her brother Caleb and notices her own
tendencies toward sarcasm—a trait frowned upon in Abnegation. The arrival of Caleb
and their friends Susan and Robert shifts the focus to Beatrice's internal conflict about
her upcoming Choosing Ceremony, hinting at her unease with the faction's rigid

expectations and her potential divergence from them.

Beatrice and Caleb return home, where their quiet exchange reveals deeper tensions.
Caleb probes Beatrice about her aptitude test results, sensing her evasion, while she
deflects by questioning him in return. Their conversation underscores the secrecy
surrounding the tests and the unspoken understanding between them. Beatrice hears
a distant train horn, symbolizing the allure of the Dauntless faction, further
emphasizing her internal struggle between familial loyalty and personal desire. The
siblings' dynamic highlights Caleb's natural adherence to Abnegation values,

contrasting with Beatrice's growing resistance.

The chapter delves into the routines of Abnegation life as Beatrice and Caleb prepare
dinner, their interactions tinged with unspoken frustration. Beatrice reflects on the
faction's reliance on engineered food, a stark reminder of their dystopian world's
constraints. When their parents return, Beatrice lies about her test results, revealing
her discomfort with Abnegation's truth-centric ideals. Her mother mentions a rumor
about a disrupted test, subtly referencing Beatrice's own experience, while Caleb's

composed response reinforces his alignment with faction norms.

The dinner scene culminates in a moment of quiet tension as the family performs their

customary rituals. Beatrice's internal monologue reveals her strained relationship with



her father's unwavering beliefs and her own unresolved feelings about the faction. The
chapter closes with her lingering doubts about her place in Abnegation, foreshadowing
her impending choice at the ceremony. The juxtaposition of familial warmth and

Beatrice's growing dissent creates a poignant contrast, setting the stage for her pivotal

decision in the story.



